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Ihe Uharaciers
Nins, ¢ nice girl with flazen
ir, hos decided to wicape from
er wezpernte love for her step-

ther by marrying Dacld.
Miebard, the charming, well-
tailored stepfother, tells Nina
partionately of his love for her,
Houey, Nino's pay, plump,
uthful mother, who {a crary
bout ftichard, has gone on a trip,
David. a poung auto salesman,
s been urging Nina to marry

im, [or he adores her,

Chupler 18
Nina's Wedding
N"‘ENA said: “Come, David, dar-
ling.”

8.

P,};L David stood still.

ot can't do this thing, of

urse, Nino" Richard came up 1o

em, and his eyes were as cold
eand bright ns pieces of steel,

“Richard . . . please. This is my
fe. I'm sgorry you heard us just
now, because I ean see that you
would feel that you ought to in-
terfere . .. but f know what I'm
doing, truly.” .

His q{u were so terrible that
she couldn't 1ook into them; they
were so — compelling that she
didn' care,

“That's just #, Nina ., . . you
don't know what you're doing'

d he sald, in n way that must
ely bare their secret: "You
now you don't, my dear.”

David eame forward,

41 don't think you understan
Mr. Chnlloner., You couldn't, o
course. I wouldn't want to force
Nina to marry me this way, any
more than you would want to have

me,

If Nina felt anything beypnd
terrible, terrible yearning to turn
back , ., she felt proud of him,

*Then don't do i!l Day. That'as
glmple enough ., , . 1f you're sin-

“But, she doas. ., *

“Rot!"

The ward shot out like the erack
bt a pistol in the silent house.

The younger man stiffened.

It eame again: “Rotl, . . Go up-
stairs, Nina, My God, you must be

ut of your mind. . . . And look
Eu‘e. ay, you'ra trying to put
on a fine, upright front ., , but I
gcorcely need remind you that
our actions are decidedly ...
ady,”

A slow flush mounted to David's
forehead. Nina could sea the little
muscle in the side of his cheek
working furiously.

Richard went on, He was speak-
Ef very softly. “If you're in love
wwith this girl, why haven't you
gome out in the open like a decent
pelf-respecting . ..

“Richard, you're saying horrible
things. Stop ... please,” Nina laid
a hand an his arm, though it cost
her an effort. "David has been open
with me, from the first moment,
This ., . . running away was m.
jden. I'm only explaining this to
you because I think Foun—rude-

ness, s due to alarm.'

David relaxed a littls.

Ho smiled and said, In an effort
to lﬁhlen things up a bit: “After
all Mr. Challoner, when you and

Challoner discovered you

oved each other, you didn't scem

to be able fo think up any reanson

.'lhf' ou should wait . . . not even

to ai’f Ninw , . . After all, we love

ach other too and I'm no” he
ughed, “no leper, ., ."

Richard cut in.

“0Oh, don't trouble to glve a de-

ription of yourself, Day. Since
Emr-«er. clandestine meetings, I

ave made rather a point of look-
ing you up. And at the risk of be-
ing called ‘rude’ ngain by my step.
danghter I'm going to add, that
my {amiliarity with your, ., 'shall
we y, huckgmumﬁ' .
ghic! objection to yoin
made myself clear?™

MNinn stood by quite helpless.
Whit seemed like a milllon con-
Qicting emotions were tearing her
apart.

She was ashamed of Richard
for the tone he was taking, but
she thought that if he had let her
walk out without a word it would
have surely broken her heart.

David Strikes Back
UT now David had had enough.
*1 have no desire to insult you,
Mr. Challoner ., . . or no, | take
that back. I have a strong desire
to ... but I'm reatraining mysolf.
And what's more, 'm not going
to stand here ond let you insult
ma any more. If thore have beon
cetlain things that I have missed
In mv life, ., they have not been
the most important things. And
after this little interview I'm In-
clined to think there are certain
attributes that go along with your
kind of breeding that I'm thank.
ful I haven't got , , . As for your
concern for Nina, T assure you that
my greatest wish in lifs |s to make
her happy; and I'm pretty sure [
eat ... or 1 wottldn't take on the
responaibllliy."

“Hear! Hoar!" said Richard; and
it was n sneer,

Y1 think David's behaving splen
didly,” sald Ninn, hotly, “and 1
think you've behaving like a . . .
ke n . .. Oh, Richard, don't let's
part in this horrid way.'

“Don’t let’s . . . part, Nina™ , ..
and all his anger and sarcasm de-
serted him,

¥ | fly, “I've hored people that much

« o 18 my|
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sSomehow, she managed a amile,

“It isn't for ever, you know”
Although she knew it ought to be.
“I'll wire Honey, Come on David,
darling.”

They went out, hand In hand,

The two men had not spoken,

There was an automobile at the
curb.

“I've a car, sweetheart ., . . not
as fancy as the one 1 first brought
you home in, but a car, Lu_u the
same, It doesn't matter how we
reach heaven, does it, as long as
we get there”

He handed her inio the front

sent.

“Will it be—heaven, David mar-
ried ta me, do you think?"

And he leaned through the open
window and kissed her. . ..

“Heaven!"” he said softly. His
valce had a roughness to it,

When they had decided on Har-
rison &s the place for their wed-
ding and were running, at David's
usual top speed, up the Grand Con-
course Nina sald, *I'm sorry about
Richard, dear. He ... he was wor-
ried and you know sometimes,
when people are worried. ...”

"Yes, da;lrling." ai 3

“ + . they say ngs an
that, David.g

"Yes, darling.”

“You were. . . ."

“Shall we forget It sweet? Laord,
as though anything else eould mai-
ter when I have you!"

Nina wanted to forget it too.
She wanted not 1o talk at all, just
1o lean up ngainst him and feel
safe, She was so tired that it was
an effort even to move her hand
uP and brush a strand of hair out
of her eyes.

If David didn't know what par-
ticular set of emotiona had tired
her, he at least knew that emotion
had, And he showed that he un-
derstood, by not bothering her
with questions, by accepting her
sudden decision aa if It were the
most natural thing in the world
to dash off like this, He drove for
some time in slience, but he-look-
ed at her frequently, and smiled,
and drew her little gloved hand
through his arm . .. holding il
close against his side.

Twice ha bent and kissed her.

“Oh, David .., .”

Breath-takingly Different

HE rush of passing cars mado
4 a humming in Ninn's ears and
the glare of urpmnching head-
lights dnzzled her eyes, so that
the lids drooped, She felt drowsy,
and relaxed, and yes, contented,
Contented, just to be gitling be-
side David, feell g his sirong
shoulder pressing against hers
His presence was comfort, and
finally, peace.
Nina must have fallen aslesp—
a swerve of the ear awnkened her,

“Oh; David,"” she murmured
“T'm sorry. I must have been more
tired than I thought"

“I'm used to it," sald David air-

betore.™

“Other girls?" asked Nina. Sud-
denly she began to wonder aboul
David, with a little prickling fesl-
ing that was almost jealotsy. How
many girls had been in love with
him? Was there anyone in love
with him now? There must be, she
decided. Any sane, well-balanced,
sensible girl would be erazy about
David, with his bright, erazy hair
his irreprossible huthor, his sweet-

BAL,

"You're the only girl" David
was saying, “nnd don't you forget
it for @ minute."

That made Nina feel better

“Hungty?'" David turned to her
"I hate t® admit it It's awfully
unromantic. But T eould eat”

“So could 11"

Nina did feel hungry. She must
ba all right, ghe told hersell, if she
could eat

They stopped st one of those
shining diners, where you have tr
hop a little to get onto the stool,
They were the only ones there,

- private dining-room,” said
David, “and the menu seems to
be hamburgers, or hamburgers.
Whnt'll vou have?™

Nina deliberated a minute, “A
hamburger and & cup of eolfer.”

She tried to Imngine Richard
there, sitting beside her, lifting
the heavy white coffes mug to his
lips, opening the roll and flipping
in relish with a wooden spoon. It
was ludicrous. But she mustn't
laugh or David would want to
know the Joke. But then the whnle
situntion wax funny, and sha
mustn't think of it, anymore.

Nina and David were married
at Harrison, N, Y. No bridesmnids,
no ushers, no Lohengrin or Men-
delssohn, Just the two of them.
Mr. and Mra Day.

It was done now. And Nina was
going to make n success of this
marriage, she told herpelf fsreely,
She was. David would nover re-

=3

gret it for one minute
Nina began to feel amaz
much bettor. David was no

| abla, and so adorably in lov
her.

| 1t he had been the slightest hit
like Richard, it would have been

ghnatly, ‘bul he was so different,
|.'=‘ v . bremth-takingly dif-
faront

[Copyright, 139, Margars Hevaog )
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A little, Monday.
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THE FAMILY ALBUM—DOORBELL FLURRY _
LS

DOGRBELL RINGS, COCKS  REALYZES DOOR 15 WIFE EMERGES H SHOUTS HE DIDNIT 60, ME
EAR T0 FIND OUT,WHEN  BEING OPENED. SHOUTS  ROOM UPSTAIRS AND  THOUGHT OF COURSE WiL=
DOOR 15 OPENED, WHO ITIS  WHY DDESN'T SOMEBODY  CALLS BRIGHTLY WHO  FRED OR MILDRED WERE]
RMSWER THE BELL ? WAS I ATTHEDOOR?  ANSWERING I
\
s . )
AT TS POINT ARGUMENT  SHDUTS PETOLANTLY HEVER  STT5 DOWN AGRIN, UN- RUSHES 10 DOOR AND

MIND HE'LL 80, REST OF  1iL HE REALIZES EVERY-  FINDS CIRCULAR LEFY
QUERY WHETHER NE'S  FRMILY IMMED|ATELY OME THINKS SOMEONE  OH DOORSTEP
SURE I WAS THEBELL  SAING NO,NO, THEY'[L  ELSE HNS SDNE, RND 50
&0 - NO ONE HRS
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