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Chapler 43
The Loot Is Found

A‘r evening Kettering heard Fan-
nlrﬁeooma .n and lock the
door. sounds that fallowed
told him that the girl had fainted.
To a man mad with hatred, the
opportunily was too good to be
up. He stole out of the

eloset, plcked up the gun that lay
on the stand (he had seen it thera
fously) mnd shol Fanning a3

e was putting the unconscious
girl In the casy chnir,

He placed the gun In such 4
manner that it would appear w
bave fallen from Janet's hand, and

ut the mone{ that he found In

anning's wallet in the pocket of

irl's wrap. She was the
daughter of & man he knew, but
Kettering was not one to be de-
terred by that. He said in 1.8 own

excuse that he was certain no jury
would convict her of murder un-
der the clrcumstances,

The coming of Nefll forced him
back into Lis closel, After Nu''l
had takeo the girl, Ketlering
searched the yacht al his lelsure,
Behind a secret panel in Fanning's
eabin he found the little packnge
which held the takings of the
swindle, and swam ashore with it

Having wrung the ~zater out of
his clothes as well us ha could, he
hung around the store in the dark,
When the movies let out, e store
for a few minules was erowded
with customers buying soft drincs
and fee-cream cones, and Kettey.
Ing took advantage of it to get into
the telephone booth without at-
tracting attention. He called up
hils son and told him to bring down
the car with o flshing and ¢omp-
l.lng outfit. He spent ‘fhe night

is damp clothes shivering In the
woods. In the morning he drove
up with his son to the store as

eill had seen him,

An hour later he shot tho little
E:Ekaaa addressed to hir wife

rough the slit in the post affice
door. He telephoned his wile to
earry the package unopened to his
nafe deposit vault. This unfortu-
nats womnn was not in any way
hi.l:lslicnted in the erime, Once they

established themselves at Ab-
salom's, Ketlering sent his son
back to Baltimore with instrue-
tions to disguise himself, Ketter-
ing knew that the investigation
would fluctunte between Absa-

's and Baltimore and ho
wanted an observer in town, He
kept in touch with his don by tele-
hone. Hotace, junior, wis now

l:ﬂ' in n Baltimore hospital with
& bullet hole through his thigh,

Buckless Talks Freely

N the next day when it all
came out, Buckless was re-
leased from the yacht. His story
wis true, and the authorities had
nothing agninst him except a pos-
alble charge of wilful damage o
the wacht. Hoving more important
things on thelr hands, they were

not likely to puah that,

Since he had nothing to fear,
Bucklesa talked freely, He sald he
had arrived in Absalom's on Tues-
day night just as Nelll was coming
ore for water, Ho sent his com-
panion back and walleed along the

, following the skiff part way

the river, From the farm house

above the ships he borrowed the

samo skiff that Nelll used later,

and crulsed around until he had

satisfied himeelf that Neill had
hidden the girl on the Lincoln,

Roturning to Abhsalom's, he
pleked up another skiff and rowed
out to the ynoht. He dixcovered
that Fanning had been killed and
from that moment his whole ob-

ect was to recover the lool. His

ret search for it on the yacht vas|®
Interrupted by the waking of the |,

crow, and he had to make a guick
getawny

On the following night he lifted
& akifl in the village and rowed up
river to the ships By sheer fuck
he found the rope ladder hanging
down and went up, The suite war
empty and he ook the -T{mrumn_\-
to pearch it. He made his getaway
before Neill and Janet returned
Landing nearby, he waited for

him as has been deseribed. On thy
nexi night he visited the vacht »
second time to gearch for the loat

As for Eyster, nothing new about
him eame oul except that he had
bribed McGee, the angine ¢ to
keap him Informed of the yacht's
movements, There was {11 *eeling
belween McGee nnd Duckless ant
when the engineer went ta Bal
timore he did nol com

rry it oul As a
prowlings, ke knew Buck
was tervifled of him, Lut By
wan completely unawar
ter

When overything was knowy
nd the exeilnn
down,

“Well, goodby, I}:r- naid
Nedll took his hand with a good
Gl “Where are vou golng?™ he
fomed
Eystor merqly
hragged his
Neill waer wr

grinned

Nelll to come nshore, and attacked | 7
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for the poor wretch. “Don't go,"
he sald, “This ugly business will
soon be over and we can all get a
fresh start,”

“You can,” sald Eyster, "1 wish
you luck."

“Well, anyhow, atick around for
awhile, and we'll talk things over.”

“All right," snld Eyster,

However, within an hour he hod
disappesred. Nelll never saw him
again.

Since the jail at King's Green
wis not suitable for the confine-
ment of go important & prisoner,
Keltering was carried up to Bal-
timore to awalt trial. After ho was
taken away, the villnge of Absa=-
lom's anapped back into its former
ealm, broken only by the arrival
of the werckend fishing parties
Virgll Longeope, however, had no
notion of wasting the world-wide

ublicity of the cose. Virgil and
Nelll mude it up between them
that Neill was to suppress his
share in solving the case, so that
the whole credit might go to Mark
Bonniger.

“There is n Democratic caucus
next week,"” said Viegil, “I'll pre-
sent Mark's name as our candiduate
for state senator, and it will be
carrled with a hurrah. Not only
with the Democrals, but with
every voter in the county. At one
und the same time we will mpke
the Republicans loak sick and get iy
us n Bonniger for our leader just
as it used to be in the old days,
After he's elected, I'm figuring
that he'll see the noed of gefting
martied and carrying the family
on.

“You are looking a long way
ahend," said Nelll grinning.

“It's my motto," raid Virgil,

When Kettering's safe deposit
box wos opened, and they untied
the little package they found in
it, a flood of shining diamonds
emeralds, rubles and sapr’ ires
{mnred out. Fanning had put all
1ig {l1-gotten gains into unset jew-
ely, ns » currency easy to c-rry
around, and good the world over.
All this reverted to the estate »f
Miss Rayner, By will she had lefi
everything to found a home fo:
indigent gentlewomen, So the ld
Indjes got it. The yaeht was sold
and the proceeds ndded to the
fund.

Irn Buckiess left Baltimore
breathing threats against Neill for
having fooled him, However
Neill's business bkad won him
many an enemy of Buckless' kid-
ney, and he knew how to take chre
of himaels.

On Honniger's Poreh
AT Absalom's, Nelll and Janet
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43 were followed by a cheering | the hand ana 11 snrvthing
mob wherever they went, To RIVE | workn out all rie o aRArY fulla
them a little pence, Bonniger ear= | 1o potiee the rone at bk LBk
ried them off to his old square |yne yooes \l"-‘-rn T r.rr T B ..-hl
house on i hill ahove the Poen- [yl "0 ooy e e ) ’Ia o
mico, He locked the gate of his T e s, EAR B
place and, as the gate was a mile Er S T iy hand® s
from the house, they were not |Hen slowly  wi tho
treubled by unwanted visitors, whter noitho s n [

Kol Lhe  Jonsce 1 e

On the eveiling of the day after

Qs one doe
ofF 07 DIFFERENT
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< 6Trznwé WERE LSED
foR DRINKING BEVERPGES
[N SYRIA THOUGANDE
OF YebRs B.C.
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TELLS TAE BRYIS WE CANTT  WATCHES AWMILE, THEN  OWING TO YosT OF SN WAIRS OFF COAT AND
PLAY TOUTOPLL TDAY, HES  DOES SOMESTUNTS FoR  BEIG UNSUCCESSTUL, SWARMS INTo TREE D
€07 HIS 600D ZIDTHES ON  EDIFICATION OF THE SMAIL  BACK OF SUIT GETS COVER:  &EY FDOTBALL THRT HAS
SPENTORS ED Wit BIf5 OF MUD,  LbDGED IN BRANCHES
6RASS AND TWIBS APTER A RICH

RECOVERS FOOTRALL
BUT TEARS SHIRT OW
Wiy DbwN

GLOY,
ll)ll.{l.\ﬁ"‘f& 10-18

PURSUES BUD BEMIA
WHD HRS MEANWHILE
MADE OFF WITH WIS CAP

g 4l

CATEHES HIMAND WINS  GDES HOME, FEELING
FURIOUS -TEN MINUTES  PRECLY VIRTUOUS NOT 10
WRESTUNG MATCH, FoR-  HAVE PLAVED FODTBALL
SET(iNG ALL ABDUT CAP  WITH HIS 600D (OTHES ON
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rwim about a bit. Then it is haulsd | dlalects of Its  local dinlers,

| within react of » long-handied mal- | Powerful, Moscow  radio  alationn
Ial. which I8 asur down on ' brondenat In mnine farelgn

k'n hend, knseking the flah un- Engliah, French, German,
sOnssiows waikian Bnaniah, Poliah,

Hupslin Broadeoasting
IL takos a resl lnguist to tune m|'

Hungarion, Latvinn aod Lithuantan
Anclent Sltraws

an Russlan radio stations and (ndesr- Uneovered In recent excavations of
stand every word Deondenst.  Steangs | Syriin rulus weére a number of per-
A= It petitna, the Soviet's 70 stattona tithés containlng a
Use a total of 60 languages and inslde. Used for drinking
dinlects. | Beverages In 1 weh the same mannet

Moat, 1t not all, Soviot mdio broad- | ke straws are fiked toddny, the davics
casting stablons use n AN ano | also served 0 Keep Inipuritios out ol

g g e Russlan lang
‘ir-[ colrs, ustd throughout 1
S, R. by all stntiona
| eah Matlong lines

g0 AN, | the SLERWS

Muotidoy: Whieh English (urepn was
Wirried. Three Thaes In One Year?

pd In wdidition

the lnpguags il

the general showdown had taken
place, the thres of them sat on the
poreh of the old mansion sipping
mint jilepd In frosted glisees, and
looking at the ngnriuus panoraman
of the river and its hills, Stiange.
ly cnoni;h, they did not find muel

DODMED BY EXPEN

to say. It was suficient just to by santed by Poul Latierty, Hobart Lamon | fow bids totaling less than o quartee
sitting there together. lind Ceargh H. MoMoran, aaed maln- | of & militon dollars an etght o jecta

After 'a silence, Bonniger spld, | fenanne of tho MeKensie Pase high- . + == -
“Well, anyhow, ont good thing . wny o the viclnity of Frog camp Michigsy called the “Wilverins

4 0 NV O = ; ’ Alichigsmn s called the “Wolve rine

hag come out of this sorry busi- PORTLAND, Oet 24 A= The |Hs eommisalon nisod “earnest | atate.
Hess" Eigene Obsidinme m P onnlderniton™ But polnted out costs 7

“What's that?™ asked Neill. hm_-_.mm-.r-l 11y 1nh must be kept at & minimum ese | Das Mall Tribune want sds

“A friendship that will last as — TaE ==
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fope the highway commisaion today |tha state-wide construction program

for a anowsclpared, winter route into | wodd be endangnred,

the mecreational urea af the central The cammlnsglon, coming here from
Oregon Casconden., | the Sisklyou highway dedication |
The Lano county delegntion, repre- |avonta varlier 1 the week opencd
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long as we dp.""
“Letsdrink to it"™

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Betty Is Apprehensivel

raised their glasses.
niger said, with his

dry

MOUMT.AIM
VERY
STEEPT

me o run for

son &0, I've gol a tasle
ritement now.'
“Thisa old house needs n mis-
trese ' murmured Janet

*Fizd me one,” raid Bonniger

ty soon Bonniger rose with
mrently busy expression

t he miiet go look ot s
piga yihing had goAe to rack
and ruin during the past four days
he said. He disappeared into the
house.

Noill moved closer ta Janet and
drey r arm under hix

- * yen for independence
fled?" ho asked
Ah, don’t make fun of me! |
wan such a foR]"

“Oh, that's all vight,” sald Neil)
“If you weren't n fool I'd be at 1o

-

YO MEEON'T BE
AFEARED, MA'AMI
THESE BURROS ARE;’J'E
SURE-FOOTED!
s o

e

—

By HAL FORRF®T

TOMMY, MAKE AN
EXCUSE AMD GIVE
UP THE CLIMB |
THIMK BEMTLY
SUSPECTS us!

WE MNEED MORE EVIDEMNCE
THAN WE'VE GOT, BETTY,
TO COMVINGE A JURY THaAl,
HE KILLED

Higs wirg | =

great a disadvantage.” 7 =
“Tedfol!" < ANYTHING | CAN

"You hnven't answered my ques

yet

“What have you m mind fo

e,

—1"

o 10l going to argue an
more,"
1'Oh, don't say that, I'd mlss it =
“Well . . . hust you ke
pomight, Uit wbard Bapinss

THE END
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I THE NEBBS--Friends?

¢ \ WHY, 1A
Fad DO FOR YOU, MI&5 T | JULIET JORDAN
. AND =

h! i 'n‘i

) wmy, BLESS MY GOUL,

"\

PR

JULIE, YOU'RE A
YOUM®E LADY ! DON'T YOUu l

REMEWNBER ME T JASOM Jowes 7

oM, | UskD TO
QIDE W THE
EMGINE WITH
YOU 'WHEN |
WaAS A L\"I}TLE
it )
(<] RL.. ¥

~ BEE,IT'S 8000 TO SEE YoU | &H&HSH/ HOT Now /
AGAIN, JASOMN — GRANDFATHER | NOT MOW! BUTTOM LIP
ASKED ME TO STOP OFF HERE YouRr UPs, JULle/
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. . il Puess THese ||/ SAY, DID YOU HEAR

- AROUT TUIS FELLER,

ARDLEY, GOINT

[\ MARRY EMMA T/
-

- -
WELL HE c:_:mn-\,lw\ ;
MADE A COURLE OF
\FOOLS OUTTA Us !,
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By BOL HESS
- S ——— i
e, i [ WELL, MAVBE HE DIDNT 1IVE GOT SO NDW
/DO 1 HAVE || MAKE A FOOL CUTTA 1 DOWVT ANSWER
BE A PARTNER NOU BUT HE H&aD YOU AND GUESTIONS L
N THAT, O ‘J DETING AND TRAINING/ CANT ANSWER
/.—r FOR. A FIGHT WITh ME ] MNSELF_1JUST 2LV,
S ] AMD FOR. WHAT Ta | TO MYSELF.L DO

ha¥oL ANSWER THAT, ASAY NOTHIN 10oONT

T r WANT
—— WHEAQ !
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