PACE TWO

Chapter 42
*There's Your Murderer!’

ERGEANT WILSON snecred.

“This bit of camouflage lsn't

golng to do you any good, mias
We know all about him."

Then Nelll understood. She was
denying him for his own sake. A
wava of feeling swept over him.
He flung an arm around her and
drew her hard against his side
*Janet, dear, what's the use?” he
murmured. "We're up to our
necks in this thingl For betiter
or worse.”

She stil] tried to push him away.

ol No!”

“Tell the whole truth now. It s
better.”

The unnatural strain relaxed.
Her lips began to tremble, She
clung to him and hid her face,
“Oh, Neill, ll\.:m.l shouldn't! You
shouldn't!” she whispered. *This
will ruin you!"

‘."é!!"ll does, It's my own fault,

“Stand apart, please,” sald Ser-
geant Wilson. “I'm eonducting an
sxamination here."

Neill kept an arm around Jane.
Tt is all ggll}t, Bergeant,” he said
grinning. “We admit everythin
except the shooting of Fanning.
found Mlss Emory Ying in a dead
faint on the yacht, I took her off.
I cartied her up to .he ships and
hid her there. I'lied to all of you
Bo make what you nouat of it

The examination went on. Lince
there was to be no further brow-
beating of & woman vitness, Bon-

. niger returned to the office, Wil-
son questioned Naill as to evari)-
detail of the past three days. Nelli
answered with entire eandor, Bon.
niger frowned at his attitude, and
said more than once:

*Remember, anything you say
ean be used ngainat you Iater,™

*That's all right,” sald Nelll.

When Wilson had finished, Nelll
waid: “Is it proper for me to ask
& few questions now?"

“Cortalnly not!" said Wilson
staring. “You are one of the asc-

now, Buckless today was
trying to shield you, but, by your
ewn confesaion, you were back of
the whole thing!"

Neill Inughed.

“This flip attitude will do you
no good," said Wilzon angrily,

“It he can throw any further
Ught on the matter, let him speak,”
sald Bonniger.

The sergeant was obliged to sub-
mit. “Go ahead,” he muttered,

Nelll addressed Kettering. *You
didn't know, did you, that ori Man-
day night I was u'yin%tu get hold
of you, and again on Tuesday be-
fore I came down here?"

“Why no. Were you?" was the
smiling answer,

“Where were you?™ nsked Neil!

“What's that got to do with the
ense?" Keltering laughed.,

“"Do you refuse to answer®”

*Certalnly not I don't want to
waste anybody's time, thet's ull,
Let me see: on Mnmfny night 1
didn't go home to dinner, I dined
in a restaurant and went over to
Washington by train later, to see
a client. 1 stayed at my client's
houss all night and returned to
Baltimore on Tuesday after1oon.”

“Do you mind telling us the
name of your elient?"

“T can't do that" sald Ketter-
ninfl olitely. "Our business is of &
eonfltdential nature.”

“You dined with your family
on Tuesday and spent the night
st home?" Neill went on.

“Yes. That is to say the greater
part of the night My =on and |
got up very early to prepare for
our fishing trip"

"This fa & waste of time," put
n Wilson impatientiy.

“Qh, let him go on,” said Ket-
tering. Tt doesn't bother me”

The Pipe Cleaner

THE man's manner was perfect

and Nelll beeame secretly un-
ensy. Was he, after &1l, on the right
track? However, He perceived that
Kettering was swenating a ttle
and pushed him harder, “Ia Mr.
A. Lanossa, the banana importer,
a client of youra?"

"Surely, A client of many
years' standing™

“Is there any other hanans im-
porter in Baltimore?"

No

“Are you his only lawver®™

Keitering didn't see any danger
In this question. "No" he said
euslly. “"He employa othera from
time to time. But I'm his only per-
sonal attorney,”

“What was in the lttle packago
that you mailed fram Absalom's
fol:nl’ﬂce on Wednesday morn-
mg?" nsked Neill suddenly

“T huve mniled no package from
Absalom's at any time."”

He kept his easy manner, but
Nelll perceived signs of an innet
panic and knew that he had made
a strike. 1 expect to produce the
wrapper of the package in due
course,” he said atiletly.

“This is got comedy,”  said
Kottering, Jaughing. “Why don't
you tell us right out what you are
getting a7

He was visibly shaking mow
In order to recaver himse!

the dark shi
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pulled his pipe out of his walste
cont and blew through it It was
clogged, and he felt in another
pocket for something 1o clean It

“Mark," zald Nelll quietly, “no-
tice what he has in his right hand ™

Bonniger's eyes almost started
out of his hend. “By Godl The

ipe cleaner!” he cried. Leaning
orward, he snatched the tool from
the astonished Ketlering's land,

“What's the matter with yout"
Kettering demanded uﬁ(rhy.

Feeling in his own ¢l, Bon-
niger produced the little spoon-
sha plece they had found on
the yacht. He put the two articles
together with fingers that shook a
little, It fits!" he eried.
N‘H‘Iheu ls your murderer,” sald

eill,

Kettering stared wildly, and his
jaw d?‘ffed' He sagged forward,
then suddenly collapsed. Flinging
his arms out on the desk, he
dropped his head betwean them.

Janet broke into a nervous
weeping. “Oh, Neill!" she faltered.

ilson, Bickel and Forsythe
ﬁaped at the stricken man. ex
ad difficulty. In teking it in.
slow amile spread across Bonni-
er's face. He rose and approached
Neill with outstretched hand.

“This is grand!" he sald. "I knew
you were a good fellow! You had
me badly worried, but after all »
man can trust his instincts.”

They gripped hands,

How Nelll Checked Up

ON’E word of tne strangers

speech as reporied l@; Hein-
rich had given Neill e clue
which finally led to his identifica-
tion as Kettering: “He gald he had
a client who was » banana im-
porter,”

From a servant in the Kettering
home, Neill had adroitly fished the
Information that: (a) her master
had not been at home since he had
left for the office Monday morn-
ingt; (b) Horace, junior, and his
wife lived with the old folks; (e)
Harace, junior, was out of town
with his father; (d) Mrs. Horace
junior, was quita well.

A Alling station near the Ket-
tering home had Informed Nelll
that Horace, éunior. had starisd
out alone at 8 a. m. Wednesday
with the camping stuff,

The question about the packags
mailed from Absalom's was a sho!
in the dark that found ita mark.
Neill had deduced that the clever
Kettering would dispose of the
loot in this manner.

After his primary breakdown
Kettering was unable to recover
his grip. Before daybreak Wilson
got the whole story from him.

A month or two Lefore Ketter-
ing and his son, prominent and
successful lawyers, had found
themselves in money diffculties,
Becurities entrusfed to them :'F
clients had been hypothecated;
and, faced with ruin and disyrace,
th:l-.z thw ready to do anything.

{ -}

ering had got into conversa.
tion with Fanning on a Baltimora-
New York train, Attracted by the
man's good styls and frank un-
scrupulousness, he had followed
up the acqualntance,

The upshot was that Kettering
told Fannll;ﬁ of the golden goose
that awaited plucking in Balti-
more, And when Fanning came to
Baltimore he englneered hic meet-
ing with Miss Rayner throusth the
unsuspecting estate agent. Barney
was gulltless of any wror.gdoing.

For obvious reasons, Kettering
and Fanning kept thelr associa-
tion a secre!, and when they met
in Baltimore it was as casual ac-
quaintances, All their eommuni-
cations were by telephone. It was
;.-m of Kunerlng'a Jub to keep

anning Informed of what went
on in the old lady's housshold.
Kettering never approached Miss
Rayner direct, but kept lines on
her lawyer, her estate agent and
her servants, unknown to them.

Kettering's share was to have
been one-third of what Fanning
obtained. Towards the end he be-
Em to suspect that Fanning was

eceiving him and set abont
watching him. Fanning made var-
lous excuses to delay handing over
Kettering's share of tha money
On Monday night the lawyer fol.
lowed Fanning to the yacht. He
knew, as soon as ha saw it, that
Fanning was preparing to double-
cross him and make a al-awl‘.

When he thought «f all he had
risked to win this staks, Ketter-
Ing went mad with rage. He stole
down the after companionway
while Fanning and his friendy
were dining forward, and locked
himself in the clothes closet of the
principal cabin. Having had nn
opportunity to eat while he was
following Fanning around, he had
stuffed a couple of sandwiches in
his pocket,

During the night, while Janet
slept in her cabin and Fanning In
hls, Kettering prowled through
the wacht looking for the loot
which he knew must be atoard
But he did not find it then On
Tuesday he was forced to remain
shut up in his eloset for nearly the
entire day while the yacht lay at

Abaalom's. He could only venture
out on the occasions when Janet
was permifiad to leave her cabin,

(Coprright, N1, by Noldoet Fosiuer)
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Mra. Mildred Sheehan, 834, spplied for
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When Alexander Starcevich, 49, au\l:mud. Kigned the paper ma & witpess |

“l just wanted to help them."
explained.
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15 OUY PAYING A VISIT
WiTH MOTHER . FINISHES
HIs LAST OF SEVERAL
COOKIES THAT WERE
SERVED AT TEA TIME
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» ONE MORE COOKIE By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

G
J

4
{

RE-  NOONE NoficNe Hm,  6EYING HO ACTION, WHIS®
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gﬁl‘al.grgﬁmcmxs WIST- ARACS ATIENTION 10 BENG 100 DUSY CHRT-  HOPING, UNTIL THE DOOR.
FULLY AT COORIES THE STUATION BY {ERING 10 HEAR 5164,  TINALLY CLOSES, THERE

HEAVING ALONG, LOUD  RETURNS 1o CHRIR AND  WiLL BE ANOTHER RE -
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By EDWIN ALGER

" hY, JONES, YOUVE MET
THI6 WEBSTER KID THAT'S — )
BEEM PARADIM' AROUMD WERE, \ MR.GTRALE-

THE NEBBB Dark Days?

WELL NOW, GET THiS ?TRA‘.EJHT
FROM ME = THAT KID'S A PAKER-I
HE DOM'T REPRESEWNT TRADD =

JORDAMW =

YES, REALLY/ auD 1» [ [ 20 THAT'® YOUR PLAN EW ?
YOU SEE HIM AROUND AND -HELLO/ WHO's OUR
RAILROAD PROPERTY, THROW PRETTY VISITORT j—

PAPPY! Vo
: [ CANDY AFTER THE

WEDDIN' _HE'S
STOPPED SENDIN'

57 1 HOPE HE SENDS ? WHAT'S THE MATTER,

PAPPY, ANT SOU HARPY
Cause Im
MARRED T 1 AINT NEVER
GONG TO LE-‘-\“\JE YOou.
YOU'RE CO*?&\J WITH

NG ABOUT
MYSELF. TS YOUR |
HAPPINESS I™M
\WORRNYINIG

HIM OFF/

LOVE ™Y DAUGHTER CUTSIDE OF HER
MONEY - 1 DONT CARE NOTHIN' ABOUT THE |
1 MONEY BECAUSE 1 AT USED ™ \T BUT
IF HE BREAKS HER HEART TM GOIN' TO

e THERE AINT NOTHIN IN THAT FELLERS
UFE OR MAKE-AP THAT WOULD MAKE
HiM
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WHAT A GLORIOQUS
PRITE LIST/ AND
ALL | DO IS WRITE
15 WORDS OR LESS
ON WHY | PREFER
ALLSWEET MARGARINED
THAT OUONT TO BE
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He urged drivers to reduce thair
spedd during bad weather and not
drive while fatigusd.

aotident LocTedm i Bepteinber over BALEM. Ot 30 —(APi— Beool
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toany | Van Winkle rulsd or Rax Pute
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Fear Oregon sockients ware leaplng | civil was,
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LOoK, JouN. IVE GOT MY
ENTRY BLANK FILLED IN,
W SAYING THAT ALSNEET
TASTES AS FINE A5 (PRLADS

GOODS | HOPE ML Wik THE

1000 FIRST PRITE, AND

YOU WIN A SET OF DISKES.
WE NEED THEM BoTH/

SAY =+ 1 THINK I'LL
TAKE A CRALK AT
THAT ALLSWEET
CONTEST MYSELF.

=y ENTRY BLanE Witk

PEREECT/ YOU
1 CANT SAY TOO I
- MUCH ARDUT (
ALLSWEETYS
EUCOUS FLAVOR,

Enter now!

First Allsweet Contest closes Oct. 30

® Housewives! Husbands! Enter thisfi
Allsweet Conlest now . . . 3
complete on an official entry blank with 25 words
or less the statement I prefer the new Allsweer
Muorgarine dbecauge . . ™
Official entrv blanks and full detatls come with
every package of delicious Allsweet, the marvelous

new thrift spread, Allswee! tastes os fine a3 sprecds
which oftent cost mearly lwice as much, yel it sells ol
1ces! Naturally it is ideal for
Jse Allsweet on bread, toast,
vegetables, And in cooking and
It's pure, wholesome, nutntious.
Your nearest food dealer carries Allsweet.

thrifiy margarine
eVETY  purpose,
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