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the dark

[ N Te s T A, 8 young
federal vgent, finds his beloved
Janat, a gun and Prescoti Fan-
ning's fraahly shot body locked
in o cabln on Famning's yacht
at Absalom's Harbor, Md. Hiding
her ngarby in a disused liner,
Nolli foime Mark Bonaiger. locai
invastipator. Nelll learns Jonet
didn"t shoot the fashy swindler,
but has to find out who did fo
save her. He suspects queer little
Eyster, who hated Fanning, and
Ira Auckless, Fanning's hulking
bodyguard who iz arrested, but
both have alibiz. Nelll also dis-
trudts Kettering, a lowyer down
from Haltimore to flah. Netll iz in
@ tight spot, himael! susperted by
Bonniger.

Chapter 36
Sparring With Buckless

DURING the short walk to the
enirance, Naill had 1o do some
hard He xm\ru';.‘ml_ he
was w0 be arrested. Matting-
hﬂ sar at the door, When
& wis arresied, what would Janet
do? He m“T make n getawsy,
BIﬂ m:h‘ nbt;i :hhe ran into
rages, acht brolker, comin
in tr't:n the l{lﬂl. “Here vou xrn.ﬁ
he sald. “I went down w tha illling
r.tlﬂnn after you and hay sud you
ad come here, There ¢ somelhing
I 'want to tell you that [ forgot.”
“What's that?" sked Aonniger.
"When Buckless and [ motored
own to Absalom's we stopped at
the hotel in Klng's Green for a
eer. It was then ;45"
“Much obliged." said Bonniger,
This was a very small pioce of
Information for the man to chase
them around town with ane Neill
wondered what was behind (b
Brager wanted to shake hands
sn parting from them. When he
took Neill's hund he pressed o
plece of paper in it, and Noiil
almed it. lle Brager was shak-
ng_hands with Bonniger, Noill
eoolly turned his back and read:

Buckless just sent me a
phone message to te¢ll you to
talk to him before you did
anything.

Brager left them, Nelll, havin
erumpled the paper in his hand,
stood with bent head trying 1o
dopa ouit the note's significance,

"Come on," sald Bonniger, be-
ginning to show imflnuunm

Noi!F made up his mind to see
what there was in [t “Okay." he
siuld, following Bonnlger,

The ride back to Absalom's was

not a pleasant one. Bonniger's fate |

was stony now., He seemed more
lorr¥ than sore, and that made
Neill feel like hell, Bonniger rode
with Mattingly and Neill had the
baclk seat to’fafvm

talk on the way.

When they got out In front of
Longeape's store, Neill faced Bon-
nlger frankly, “Mark,” he gald,
"I've got a favor to ask of you.”

“What's that1"

“lT want to talk toa Buckless
alone. We could zee last night that
he wasin't telllni:he whole truth,
and I think maybe I can get some-
thing more oul of him.”

This request surprised Bonniger.
He thought it over, stroking hls
chin. "All right," he soid at last,
"Mattingly will row you out.”

Bonniger spoke quletly to the
eonatable and went into (he store
fo receive the reports that had
come in during his absence.

The Threat To Janet
HIS words in the ear of Matting-
ly amoothed the way for
Nelll. The constable ruwu(i’ him
out to the yacht, and he and his
mate remained on deck while Neill

descended the fo'c'sle hintoh,

Ira Buelkless was silting on a sea.
man's chest in the half-dark and
lliﬂmf: forepeak. He looked up
engerly aa Neill started down the
adder, and the light from 1he
hateh fell full on his Aat snd brus
talized face with its ugly grin.

“So you come,” he said.

“How did you get word to me?™

“When 1 heard you went to
town I got my lawyer to telephona
Brager, I didn’t want vou to do
anything foolish until you seen
me.

“Well, what do you wan(?"

Buckless scowled, “That cop

uy will be listening on deck. Sit

ere beside me, and keep your
voice low."

This was the man who had tried |

10 kill him two nights befare, but
eill wasn't going to refuse a dare

from him. He had his gun in his (!

pocket. He sat down beside him,

Sald Buckless with a hard grin:

"I only have to say one word
and they could go get the girl
Room 212 on the Lincoln' *

Nelll said nothing.

"It 1 had aaid that word last
night, she would be lovked up now
instend of me,"

“Why didn't you?"

“T ean still do 1L Dt first-off |
wanled to see you."

*Well, I'm open for an offer.”

Buckless hesitated

Nelll, with the object of putting

im Al his ense, said as one crook

to another, “Look, how did you get |

on to me o quick, anyhow "

“That's eusy " sald Ilu-'Hm:\I

" Ay Tllf‘:u!n}‘ I was tra
yYou around Baltimore by
n orders. When |
on the bus for Abanlom’
BO, because 1 didn't know th

the boss was at Abslo

that
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|

sell. There waa no .

v
ships

Wamn't UM ancr seven hat eve-

| ping thal he called up and told me

\e Was there, So then I gets a car
& quick us 1 could and drives down
to ste whnt you wiy up to*

“And late that night you visited
the yacht nnd discovered that Fan-
ning was dead and the loot gone?"

Biickless scowled at him. *T'l)
keep my trap shut about the girl
if you go 50-80," he grnwled,

“Fiti‘y-llfly what?” asked Nelll

“Anh!" growled Buckless, “Doen't
iy to play innocent with me. 1
mean Fanning's stuff.”

“It hasn't been in my hands*

“You le! What did you kill him
for if It wasn't for that?"

“I'didn't kill him,"

Bucklpss' u;wpnr Up turned back
like o dog's. “I'm damned well sick
of sitting in this hole and I'm not
Eaing to waste words with vou!

‘ou ot my proposition. Toke it or
leave it I've only got to call that
rngdnwn here

Nelll began to sweat gently. It
he did satisfy Buclkless that ne was
telling the truth, Buckless would
betray Jangl anyhow out of sheer
disappointment. His orly dourse
was 1o play a double game with
the brute.

“Well, I see it is no use trying to
lie 1o you," he sald grinning,

*That's what a fellow says whean
he's getling ready to e some
more!" muttered Buckloess

“It wasn't all lies, that [ told
you. I didn't kill Fanning, so help
me God! T was ready to de it but
the job waa done when I got
aboard the yacht"

“"Expeat mo to believe that!™

“You ean take it or leave it"
suld Nelll, "My cards are on the
table now,™ il{* went on to give
Huelloss an exact and truthful ae-
count of the finding of Fanning's
hody, In spite of himself, Buckless
was convineed by the wealth of de.
tait Neill related.

‘You've Got No Choles'

l RECKON Fanning was smoked

just n couple of minutes before
I eome sboard,” sald Neill. “His
body was warm, [ veckon I seared
awny the killer by my coming be.
mumr' he didn't get the loot 1
got iL"

“What wis it?” demanded Buck-
less, "Tn what form, [ mean? What
had Fanning turned it into?

“I am nol going to tell you that

Something casy to carry around.’

“"How much Is j12"

“Overa thousand G's.™

“Oh, God!" gronned Buclkless
"What have you done with it?"
"It 1 told you that, vou could
‘e me and the girl up, and get

away with'the whole of {t. You and

st1" snid Buckless. “I'd trust
far as I would a rattlesnalcel
fooled me once already.”
"You've got no choice now,"
sald Nelll. “Tf you etray me or the
girl nobody in the warld will eve:
know where the stuff is hid."

uckless scowled,  multered
rubbed his bristly chin, “Well . .,
what's your proponition?™

Naill relaxed a little and wiped
his face. “We've got to find the
murderer," he sald. “When we pro-
duce the murderer we can all go
free and enjoy the stuff.™

“Well, who was 12"

“That's what 1 was hoping you
coutld tell me. You know oll about
Fnanin !f' who had it in for
1
ghook hi= head dumbly,

“The man who did it was con-
cenled aboard the wacht” said
Neilll "He come down from Balti-
more,"

"A Baltimore man?"

“Can you supply any Baltimore
oljes?"

Huckleas ahook his head again.
He scowled and donbled his fists
Thinking was o hurd businesa for
lim, “The boss, he kept me out of
this Baltimore denl,” he muttered

"He must have had n partner o
partnersin that deal,”

“If he did, he never lat me meet
them. He kept me out of Baltimore
until he winted the yacht”

"Who gave him the lead that
took him to Baltimore? Think

ok,

Buckless eould only shake his
head. "Ha was already there when
[ fieat heard of it. But'l knew [t was
something big, somoething classy."

“How dld you know that?"

“Well, once I hear the boss talk.
ot the phone when I was in
i, He never let nothing
ut eoyld tell he was talk.
high-tine guy.”

n't you give me more than
that to o on—na name, n telophone
number?!

“No. The boss was too slick ta

| over & milli

|ner he may have do
b lor o

'8, [t Bueklens memory, Monday,

mention anything like that over
the phone,”

“This man that he was talking
o may hay n the killer”

“How do you figure thaty"

"l know that Fanning collocted
n this deal, There
is nothing to show that he divided
It with anybody, If he had a part-
sle-crossed

ed at Neill with a
ation. "Sure” he
L put It past him
Aandy for a quick
irisway out of the country, and

(Copyriphi. 105, by Neibers Foriaee)

Nelll pries & strange clue from

STRANGE AS IT SEFMS—By JOHN HIX
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Arkivnsas or Arsnnsaw?

the sound
pronounced In three ayliables, with
the final “s" silent, the “a* In each
ayliable with the Itallan sound, and | recard 1s 180 words per minuts. tsing
the acosnt on the first and last syl- | of eourte, bath hands,

e
BRUCE BARTON WOULD
REPEAL LAW A WEEK

NEW YORK, Oct. 18~ (AP)—Bruce
Barton, who wants 1o be Known as
“The Qreat Rupealer,”
olected Lo congress he wolld “move
o mpeal o low o week.”

The sdvertisiiug executive,

e

Arkansap, berame a0 rife
a half-evutry ago that a spoein] in-

and » resolution adopted In March
18681, to mttle the isie,

statt’'s Gennornl  Assembly |
found: “that the enly true pronune-
tation of the name of the state 1s that
recolved by the Froneh from the na- | Moffit rehahilitate himaself aft
tive Indlans, and committed to write

L A MOFF(T=
m%ﬂe-ﬁmfg;‘éﬂsﬁ

&0oRen bb9
MINUTE N A

So amazingly

ly rotained In the slugular.

One= Armed Ty plst
well did Ru

9 WoR0S
hUEHOUR YOG
\GHT-HANDED,
e |
- Auglisr, 187

(EXTREME

Mnrch

er oA~
Ing His right arm tn the World war, |
ings In the Prench word mpresenting | where he sorved aa o loitenant of nr-
nfd that It sheould be | tillery, that today ho 18 also propar-
lonately as fast o typist as Ceorgs
Homa[inkd, warld's ahamplon,

The “nutive Iudlans" referred to and unaided by extmneous mechan.
Confusion regarding the proper pro-  the resolutlon wers the Arkanss [n-| beal equipment, typed 600 worda per
| y o ; ey ront teat

nunclation af the name of the aouthe RIpTA, ro.r' iRy B : Tortiory of| minute in & recest Toronlo: con
Arkansaw™ *waa officially named in
in ast of congross,

| Gréat must have been thn surprise

of the first bird to single out o harm-

ions Swallow-tall butterfly Iarva as

apel Al possible hore dlosuvee. Por this ting
caterpllinr, with its menncing. mnke-
hellave  ecyes and
lody segments Just “aft’ of 1ts trie |
Liond. roars rerpont-llke in the pres-
to out-hiutf{ the bhold-

TR
oo/

Vow-Toll, PATTERFLY
Ee
Wg TEK%\\H (16 ENEMES,)

PHO HERD .
¥ me?%om ARE oo
\NSIGNL lChgf To8e

UP FROM HEARTY  ERRNS A DIME DOING  SPENDS DIME ON Ag-
v W AN ERRAND FOR MRS.  SORTMENT OF WEIRD

) BND &
LUNCHEON BND AOES AND FERRSUL CANDIES HIM A SODA

WISSEL NEIT DOCR

To HI5 DELIGHT FINDS [N WALRING BRCK Wi Wit THE OTHER ROVS DRIFTS HOME AT LAST

DIE 15 IN A POSITION EDDIE MEETS BUD BE- PAYS A SUCCESSFUL  AND STARTS INGUIRING
© oA MIS5 WHO ALLOWS THEM  CALL ON MRS. MERK.  HOW 500N SUPPER

10 PRY 1S DEBT
° A BITE EACH FROM HI5  WHO HAS BARED WiLL BE READY BE-

(Copyright, 1937, by The Bell Byndi

FALLS IN WITH EDDIE
SELZER WHD OWES

CAUSE HE'S HUNGRY

ANK FRISCH,
Fgf_ Lowis (ards,

B'MATTER POF

Hho PLBYED IN

Moffit's achiovemant |s mors romark-
« 1810 ' able for the fact that he erigimally
Arkinisan came to he spelled “Arkan- | was right-handed |
vestigation wan Isinched by the stato | sas” In forming the plural of the
| word, the final “a" belng orronsous-

The “Worm" That Turned

Ine.)
— 3§
By O M PAYNE
Kee™ y ‘l
(EE_MI.M'D I
MoURSELTF

mes of enemies
whose est robin
piliar protrudes 4 seent organ that |
eliriously.
Mof(it, using solely his left hand tongues of n snake

hiere, mald an
hrary convinced nim ‘“no other nes
tlon In thin world 1s so ridden 1o
st todny I | denth by leglkintion

Rapub-

llean nominee for congressman from
diatrict
oo law Ji-

“slik  stocking"

.
GRANTS PASS, Oct. 15.—(AD)— [
Splintera rathier. nan brulkes are in

afternoon

| dust

&lore for the Grapts
And Yreka Miners when they mest
on the local high school football field
Thi decomposed gran-
[1te, soll Ix heing covered with saw-

Friday' night.

e —— e —
Closing time for oo Late to Cloa. |
sily Ads 3 100 p m

DI DNT HEAR
ME.

TAILSPIN TOMMY-—Rita Makes a Slip of the 'i‘onguel

OMMY TRIED TO
TRAP BENTLY
INTO ADMITTIMNG
THAT HE KMNMEW
SOMETHING ABOUT

PARACHUTE JUMPING,

BUT THE MAN GAVE
TOMMY A QUICK

SUSPICIOUS GLANCE,

AND DECLARED
THAT HE WOULDNT
RISK HIS MECK
WITH ONE FOR
ANY AMOUMNT!
MEANWHILE, BETTY
LOU 18 FLYING
RITA

2942

v, > 4y

I WANT TO

WARM YOU

AGAIMNST
BECOMING
TOO FOND
OF MR.
BEMTLY!

P

BEN WEBSTER'S OAREER—Marching Orders?

—

WHY, MISs Y

puvaL/

HE'S A DANGEROUS
MAN, MISS BARNES/
YOU KNOW WHAT
HAPPEMNED TO

By EDWIN ALGER
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SUSPECT GARTERAK -
0F PEANG DN FSH

LANEING, Mich. (UM fleanate
amlstants atudying !

have oxpossd Lwo ane
ally bwiliaved o b

They are Ahe gart

renowned sk & killer of tnjuriou
inmecta, and tha palnied turtp
knowst as & Gestroger of ol

jnrvae,

Bundenta® ohsarvatlions Indieste
that the gartersnaka may be A

great n abllity near & st

A frout siream 4 B WALEIEIN
nd that the painte

much an enem

the lentherback

stinkpot turiien
Directors of the tessnrcn  projos

OM, BRIARSIE = THANK,
THAMK GOODMESS YOU' RE
ALL RIGHT-

na

"vi=
molialve

.'e;r_H;aa;Iisf
Mills Pnh‘bcarcrali
DRE. Oct. 15 AP —Pors
1t Hoover headen
rary palibenrers at

OTATY Pals |

iIf M. Lanaén

T -‘&y of tha Hoover canis
net. Tt ‘ Charles Franos

Al | L FRRT™ Arthur W
Hyv 0. Miwhie Hay Lp-
" T | ik N Auriey
- -
he ntinsnie divide wiwean
Atada  farme W the

e of e Loulsians p n:-l

THE NEBB8—Too Late

WHEW/] VM &TiLL
1 GROGAY, BUT IF IT's
THE LAST THIMG !

[ LIBSEN, YOU LITTLE FAKER / YOU CLEAR w
| OUT O’ HERE~ GET AWAY FROM HERE/
NEXT! TIME | WON'T BB S0 TEMDER WITH

- ".

PACKAGE 1IN HER/
HAND !

/ NOW WHAT DID SHE
WANT UERE T SNEAKED IN
WHILE T Was QuT EATIN.

l

|
l_

Moyt TH Y The B2 ntiie e ) ||
Trode Marh Kog. © B Fai Offie)

—

—

SHE WANTED
T GET INTO HWER
SAFETY DeEPOSIT

Y OONT L TELLYOU 7

NOT 5 LET wER IN T S?-*E"DLDMESHE
NOU GOT A BRAIN THATD
AROUND N A
D.SHE TOOK

THAT. GRUNTLEY
A WOMAN WANT P

i,
——— ‘-"-ll-u-._,,m.‘___ o




