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~aude OVl @ pounyg fed-
- upent, finds his beloved Janet
locked in a cabin on Prescote
Fanning's yacht at Abmlom's
Horbor, With her are o gun and
Fanning's freahly shot body, Neill
hides her nearby in a disused
lingr, then joins Mark Bonniger,
Iocal investipator, Neill learns
Janet didn't shoot the flashy
swindler, He suspects queer little
Eyster, who hated Fanning, Also
in the pleture are Kettering, o
Baltimore lawyer down to flsh,
and Ira Buclgess, a tough who
tratls Nelll Bonniger leads a
search of the dark shipr. Neill
leavea the soarching party,
reaches Janet's sulte and together
they alip into the dark corridors
1o hide,

Chapter 30
I'he Dumbwaiter

TRBY erouched on the principal

stairway, listening for sounds
from above, A close heavy silence
lay on the ship that was llke a
welght on their breasts, Neilll
searched for Janet's hand In the
dark and pressed {t

“Jen, darling, I'm so sorry I got
in a rage last night,"

She leaned against him. "That
was nothing, Neill."

“But it was! It was! If T hadn’t
been such a faol, this wouldn't
have happened.”

“Dan't!" she whispered. *T can't
bear to hear vou blame yourself|"
. “Everything you sald was right,
Jen! There was a man hidden in
the clothes closet of vour cabin
on the yncht. We found evidence
of it today."

“Then you know now that 1
didn't shoot Fanning"

“T know it—not lhn! it malkes
any difference to me/'

She kissed him,

After what seemed like an age,
they heard doors opening above
them in the ship, and subdued
volees, The searchers had entered
the restaurant on A deck. They
did not pause, but came down the
stairs. Nor did they linger on B
deck, Evidently the plan of search-
ing the vessel had been changed.
Neill and Janet had to snatch up
thieir belongings and run on down
in a hurry. At ona moment Bon-
niger was so close to them that
l.he{ heard him say:

“If we cornered them in the hold
of the vessel, a desperate man
might shoot. It's better to work
from the bottom up. We'll force
them out into the open on deck."

Hand in hand, Neill and Janet
flaw down the stairs as silently as
if they had bean on wings—to D
deck and on to E deck. In the grand
saloon they distributed their im-
pedimenta amongst the other lit-
ter, hoping that it would not be
tan closely examined. and ran
across the immense room. keeping
only Junet's elothes and the pre-
clous food and water. As the
pantry door swung to behind them,
Bonniger'a light showed around
the bend of the stairs.

across the pantry, they
enterad the corridor between the
ery and cold storage rooma. As
lh? came Into the galley bevond,
a door on the other side opened
and a light showed through. They
drew bnek with the cold hand of
fear on their breasts.

“It's no use!" whispered Janet,
*We're caught betweéen them!™

“Back this way.” sald Neill,

In the pantry, he switched on his
1ight and cast It desperately
around, In the middle of the room
a dumbwaiter rested on a table
with its ropes disappearing into a
shaft overhead,

Going Up

"lT‘S achanee!' sald Nelll,
"Quick! Into 11"

*I'lhero's not room for twol"
aasped Janet.

“] stand on top!™

Thie dumbwaiter had a hinged
shelf. Janat erept into it pressing
the shelf up, and Neill elimbed on
top. The contraption hnd never
been designed to lift such n weight,
Neill pulled the hoisting rope and
they started to rise from the tahle,
The whole apparatus creaked
alarmingly, but it held together,
They disappeared into the closed
shaft and Neill stopped pulling.

Listening. thev heard the doors
swing below them. Ponniger and |
Bickel met in the pantry. Each had |
& man with him. Bickel sald;

“Aft of the gallev there are
doors into the port and starboard
engine rooma. You and I ean take
one slde, Wilson and Forsythe the

stalrway,

windows, Around the walls there
were sinks, racks of dishes, heat-
Ing tables and the other mppur-
tenances of a nnmrr.

Neill stepped off his perch and,

sulling the dumbwaiter higher
welped Janot out of her eram

poaltion inside. He cautiously
pushed out a swing door for an
inch or two and found himself
looking into the restaurant on the
hoat deck with its tall windows
all around. A glass door Iﬂok!n{z

|astern stood open snd outaide

showed the silhouette of an armed
man, He yawned audibly and
stretehed himself, pistol in hand.

Neill placed one of his bools
belweitn doop and frame so that
he could continue to watch the
man. Neill and Janet sat down an
the floor, leaning together without
saying anything, and a long | tlme

or =0 it Iy
the dumbwaiter gave a shake and
a rattle and disappenred smartly
from view. Janel almost jumped
out of her skin, and Nelll swal-
lowed a laugh,

“I's all right”" he zaid. “They're
.wnn.'hinﬁlhe pantry now. They're
onl ing sura that we'rs not
hfri:na in the shaft."

I"ia nolse attracted the attens
tion of the man on deck and he
turned to listen, Neijll aoftly with-
drew his boot from the door and
pulled Janet away, They heard
the man coming. The pantry was
L-shaped. They retreated around
the corner of the wall, and crept
under n serving table. The man
came In. Hia mind was on the
dumbwaliter, Sticking his head in
the shafl, he called:

“Hello, down there!"

From deep hnlow a volce an-
swered: “Hellol"

Ditl you just pull this thing
down?"

s -
"‘l‘hat s all right then, All quiet
up here
He went out on deck and Neill
and Janet relaxed, Nefll flung an
arm around her to steady her
trembling.

Back To The Royal Sulte

FTER sbout a juarter of an

hour, Neill said: "The search

must have passed lleynnd the pan-
try by now. Let's goi"

While Janet watehed the man

out on deck, he very softly pulled
up the dumbwaiter. They got In it
as before, and he let it down inch
by inch until it bumped softly on
its table in the E deck pantry, All
was dark and still below.
Crossing the saloon, they lis-
tened at the bottom of the main
Faint sounds of the
gearch on D deck came down. Bon.
niger's signal was given and his
party ascended to C decle. After
a long time thev heard the signal
again, and the search moved up
nnother Might. Having recovered
the bucket, the rope ladder, the
ball of twine, ele., Nelll and Janet
orept up the stairwny and stole
back through a corridor
roval suite,

“Home at last!" sald Neill

They bolted the doors and en-
Joved a brief let-down.

They presently went out on the
veranda. Nelll pulled down the
heavy window (it opened from the
top) and they stood beside it, lls-
tening. Sovon they heard the search
party come out on the boat dock
Bonniger's inal signal was given:
and they heard the whole party
dmn-ndtnn the h:lllt'rﬂ

*“They have gone he snid
“Oh, Neill!" taltered Janet
"What now?"

I must go back and Join them.”
“How can you get out of this
ship if the doot at the top of the
ongine room shaft ix fastened?™
“That's eaay. I'll elimb out on
the promennde through ane of the
windows on B declk. You can came
with me and close It after I'm
out. That is, if vou're not afrald
ta come back alone”
T won't be afraid.” sald Janet
“Not after what we Have alreacy
been through. How will you
nrt back without being seen?™
T elimb out on the starboard
side of this vessel, 1l make sure
that no vne s watehing from above
before [ try to jump across. Onece
on the Montmorenel, I'm safe.

They set out *Remember the
slenal when | come back tomors
row night,” Neill said as he kissed
her at the window on B deck

He took plenty of time to make
the return journey, taking care to
spot each guard on the boat deck.
before esposing himself. The
nnnh party was now inside the

Columbin, He alid down the rope
to the erib that held the vessels
apart and dropped (nto his skiff.
He put on his boots and 10 minutes

ta the

other.”

"Load the way," sald Bonniger. |
"There's a man podted on every
sialrwvay.”

The door swung agaln, and thers
was sllence below, After waiting
& minute, Neill whispered: “Are
you all rightt"

“If the stairwaya are watehed,
we're still trapped,” =aid Janet

"Wa're going up, " said Nelll,

*"Where doea this rhmn go to?

“Darned If 1 know.'

He started pulling agailn and
they rose slowly. After a seem-
ingly endless ascent through the
closed shaft, one gide of it opened
and they laoked into a room they
had not seen Belore. A little star-
lght was coming through

the !

Inter was tyving his skiff to the
platform at the fnt of the | wlder.
| As bi# tan up, the palicoman's head

stiick out over the rail,
“So vou're bhack. he zald
".*\m thing doing while T waa

* asked Neifll,
‘here was an alarm  ralsed
over on the Abraham Lincoln that
gomebody had been seen, bit they
didn't find anybis l\ They're In
t‘\al olumbia now,

c[\n nl

| "1l wateh the middle EanEway
Iln‘! thay cotme back on deck™
walll Neill. “Have a clgaret

(Cepyer 100, by Halbeet Fostest)

The vacht s miysterionsly rans
sucked from stem to stern, Monday.
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COMPANION'S DEATH
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off with !hr- nbdlcation of Ferdinang

of Bulgnria on Ootnber 4, 1018
Within & month Crown Prince Bor-

W, who weumed the throng of Buls
garia on Perdinana s abdleation, Mlim-
self saw it to abgdléute on November
L. Bix days lator Willlam I1 of Wurt-
vmburg abdicated, nécompanied by
the Duke of Brunswick. Ralser Wil-
haelm II of Germany followed suit on
sNavembor Poas Friedrich Evert, v -
prosident of the Soclallst Demovmtlc
party nesumied control of the German
LOovarnment as (1lu!nl~|1 or, ‘pending
ortation o :1llll'lu|ul e
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CLEATS

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

INCLUDING NEW SHOES WIiTH ROOM FL0OR, MOTHER

CLEATS OF WRICH HE 16 REMINDING HIM FIRM

VERY PROUD LY THEY'RE NOT T0 BE
WORN IN THE HOUSE

Do

A\
PUTS 0K FooTBALL UNIFORM, TRIES THEM OUT ON BED- TAKES THEM OFF AND

CARRIES THEM DOWN-
STAIRS

ey o

W

Pifs THEM
PORCH AN
HE LEF( HE

TAXES SHOES OFF, MU PUT5 SHOES ON AGAIN  PLEADS FROM THRESHOLD (OMPROMISES BY TAXING
TERING 115 6ETTING 10 ON PORCH, MOTHER CALL: CAN' SHE PRSS IT 10 HIM, OFF ONE SHOE AND HOP-
BE A NUISANCE, AND  ING Not " FORGES HI$ HES TIRED OF TARING OFF PING IN FOR SWERTER.
60ES UP FOR HELMET ~ HEAVY SWERTER 70 PUT  HIS SHOES | BUT MOTHER  FEELS THAT CLEATS COMA
AN AFTER THE GAME 1§ 0UT OF EARSHOT 'pum\:’: LIFE CONSIDER-
ABL
lo-2 {Copyright, 1837, by The Bell Bynd! Ine)
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—"What Out, Betty-Lon!"

AWAY FROM HIS
THE SOLE PURPOSE OF

BEMTLY'S DEAT

BLTTY LOU 18 USING ALL OF HER CHARM
AND FEMINIME WILES TO LURE BEMTLY
COMPAMION, RITA,

TALK, AND PERHAPS DROP A REMARK THAT
DR TIRLIS SRV THE MYSTERY OF $1RS .

FOR
GETTING HIM TO

WHILE RITA 13 FaIRLY
COMSUMED
JEALOUSY

WATH

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER

THE NEBBS8 - Rocks Ahead

MI KID YOUT | $HOLLD
GAY NOY, MISTER WEBSTER/ |
mo\\ YOU'RE TRADD JORDAM'S

Luyu]u OTfered?

e -
HOW LOMG
DOES HE
THIMK 1L

CHMG!:—D YOUR MIND
ABOUT MAKING A
FLIGI-'SI WITH

| MIGHT.. LETS

SLIP OUTSIDE .
AMND TALK IT
OVER

r

WALK i
GARDEMN,

THE
TO0!

*-N\‘i' CREED W LIFE & EE'MU LOYAL
TO THE MEN | WORK FOR =1 WNOW
YOU'RE HERE TO SAVE THE NUGGET

i

UNE FOR OLD TRADD
AND WIS LOVELY

GRAMDDAUGHTER,, (
JULIET JORDAN - )
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IDWIN ALGER

( WELL I'M A GOOD SOLDIER. WHEN | Tm; rpoi:uoe
GOT A 600D CAUSE =1 LOVE THIS OLD [ | [AWGMTY DECENT
RAILROAD AND '-LL DO ARNTHING | UR. STRALE -
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By S80L HESS
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