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[the dark

SYNOPSIS: Neill, a youny
wralapent, finds his beloged
locked in o cabin on Pre:z
Fonning's yacht at Absalon
Harbor. With her are o gun an
Fanning's freshly zhot bady, Neil/
Mdex her ngarby in o disused
liner, then joing Mark Honniger,
keen local investipator, to keep
tab on developments. He thinks
Janet shot the flashy swindler
until ha learns o man wea hiding
on the yacht. Then he suspecis
quesr litile Eyster, who hated
Fonning. Also in the pleiure are
Kettering, a Baltimore lowyer
down to flah, and Ira Buckless, a

h who trails Neill. Bonniger

1o search the dark ships,

aaking Neill to help, Nelll offers
B8 axcuse to brenk away.

Chapler 20
‘We Are Trapped!'
QU don't mind rowing your-
sell nshore, do you?" Bon-
niger asked. “I don’t want to take
another man off the job"
“Sure, that's all right,"” Nelll as-
sented.

“Take one of the cars and get
back es quick as you can.”

Meanwhile Captain Bickel had
unlocked a cabin door and the
search party passed into the Mont-
morencl. Neill turned the other
way. The constabls guarding the |
first gangway spoke to him as he
came over.

“Are you leaving us?"

"Got to go to the village" said

Nelll cazually, “Back in an hour.”

This man's beat was back and
forth across the forward deck of
the Montpelier so that he could
watch the dnunxway on one side
sand the ladder on the other, He
leaned over the rail watching
while Neill ran down the ladder
and cast off a skiff.

Nelll headed for the shore, There
was a fresh southerly breeze to-
night which capped the whols sur-
face of the water with a gentle

osphorescence, This helped

eill in one way, hindered him in
another. Amidst the general phos-
phorescence the dip of his oars
could not be distinguished; but on
the other hand he realized that the
skiff itself must be silhouetted
against the faintly luminous water,

He went all the way to the land-
tng. Satisfied then that he was out
of slght, he rawed up river keep-
Ing close to the beach for a hun-
dred yards or so, and headed back
for the stern of the Montpeller, If
the man on the after bridge caught
sight of him it was nll up,

He gained the shadow of the
sverhanging stern without any
alarm being ralsed. Keeping as
tlose as possible to the vessel, he
rowed on around the how of the
Montmorenci and into the narrow
tﬁlce between the second and the
third ships. It was like a chasm be-
tween the towering walls of steel,
with a narrow slit of the night sky
showing overhend.

He had chosen to board the
Montmorenci because the two out-
ar vessels were of a newer style
of construction, bullt so high he
eould not hope to climb to the
deck. The Montmorenei had two

enade decks and he thought
could make the lower one,

Amidshipa only about four feat

ated the two vessals. He soft-

y took In his oars, and pushed
himself along with his hands. At
Intervals heavy square eribs of
timber had been lowered between
the vessels to keep them from
ehafing. Neill tied his skiff 1o one
of these, and elimbed tipon it. By
the ald of one of the ropes sus-
Ecmdin It from above, he hauled

Imself up to the promenade deck,
and crouched under the rail, lis-
tening.

The Alarm Goes Up

ALL was still. Alongside ran the
smooth steel hull of the Co-
lumbia with a row of dark port-
holes, Her promennde was some 10
‘eel higher, There were 11 men
statloned about the decks of the
vessels but Nelll had the advan-
tage of knowing where each was
placed. At the moment he was sale
under cover of the promenade, but
he would have to expnse himself
when he leaped over lo the Co-
lumbis, and agaln from the Co-
lumbia to the Abraham Lincoln.

Aft of where he erouched, he
eould see a faint radiance issuing
from the windows opening on
deck. It came and went. Tihis
would be the searbhing party in.
side the ship. He crept to n ndder
and ascended to the upper prom-
anade. He was now on n level with
the Columbia's promenade. Be-
tween four and five feet separuiod
rall from rall, He took off his boots
and hung them around his neck,

He made the first leap In safety
and ran noiselessly aft along the
promenade of the Columbla and
around her stern. A roof overhead
ghielded him from the observa-
tion of the watcher on the after
bridge. The promenade deck of the
Abraham Lipcoln alongside was
on the same level,

As Neill made his second leap
a surprised voice {rom above ran
out: “Hey! What's that? Halt!" ane
the light of a Nash struck down
between the vessels,

The flash didn't pick him up. He
ran forward on the promenade |

ships -

¥

n deer, (The Lincwn was
nting upsiream). To get around

@ bow, he had 1o expose himsell

3 the watcher above, but this man
aad been drawn aft by the ery ol
alarm and Neill was not seen

The men ‘on the different ship:
were shouting back and forth 1o
each other, and Neill could hes:
running feet converging 6#n the
Lincoln, He worked with feverish
haste. First to count windows on
the promenade; 12 from the how
There was F!em of rope. He un:
rolled a coll and tied 1t In & slip
knot to. a stanchlon opposite the
twelfth window, letting both ends
hang everboard.

He lowered himsel! over the
rall. His ealculations were right
he eame down opposite the open
window of the veranda outside
Janet's suite. Swlnflng his legs in
side, he caught hold of the top ol
the frame and dropped to the deck
The suite was dark, but he was
aware of Janet's presence. He
heard her cateh her breath in mor-
tal fear, and snatch up the gun.

“Jen!" he whispered. "It's me,
Neilll™

A shuddering breath escaped her
and the gun dropped to the floor.
Neill jerked the rope, bringing it
free above, and lst the whole thing
fall In the river. The tide would
carry it nwz‘liy. He cought Janet in
his arms and held her close.

“There's Always A Way'
"(MYH, N-NEILL!" she stuttered,

trying to Isugh‘ “T thought
they hod me! . I thought they
had me!"

“It's all right, Honey."

"*Why did you come that way?"

“I had no choice. They arc
searching the ships."

“'Searc lnﬁ the ships!* °

He laughed to reassure her, “T'm
one of the selill'rchinx party!"

"Oh, Neill!

't'ffl all right! We'll fool them
yel

She clung to him silently. Afte
& moment she murmured, spenk-
ing with diMeulty: "N&! , . . You
must go back to them, Neill!"

"Whﬂl!"

"When I am found you must
mike out that you never saw me
before,”

He laughed, rubbing his cheek
in her hair. “Don’t be fooligh!™

"I mean It, Neilll There is n
need for you to be drawn into it
Yon can help me more If you are
froc and unsuspected.”

"I'm not golng to' leave you
We're in this together!"

“But Neill .. "

“Listen! Lel's see I we can’t
dope out what they're up to."

e drew her out on the veranda
and they stood listening at the
open window. In the intenze still
ness, voices came drifting dowr
from the boal deck. They distin
gulshed Bonniger's voice.

"You say vou saw somebody
abouard this vessel?”

"1 saw sumethinf. Mr. Bonniger
A shadow, like, litting across from
rall torall. When I furned my light
that wnﬁ, it was gone."

Somebody else said: “1 heard a
aplash,”

“We'll search this vessel," said
Bonniger.

"It he was on deck he couldn's

get down below," put in Bickel.
* "There {s always a way, caplain
L'have already found one unlocked
door, yonder. It leads into the en
Rine room."

There wis a sllence while Bickel
Pruumnbly examined the door
‘Well, I'll be darned!" he said. “1'l!
rope this u? right now. 1f he wen
down hera lie can't get out again

“Forsythe," sald Bonniger, “g
back to the Montmorenci an
bring over th. rest of the seare
party, You men who are pasted o
deck, go back to your stations and
ker[) a sharp lookoutl."

The volees moved away out ot
hearing.

“We are trapped!” murmured
Janel.

“As Bonniger says, "thers is al
ways a way,” sald 11 with more
confidence than he fell.

"Let us go down the rope laddey
and swim for it."

"Useleas, Honey. The 1adder
would be found and we wouldn's
get far”

“Then let us give ourselves ug
and be done with i1, What's the
ute of prolonging the agony?"

"No!™

“"Have you any plan?

"Wait! I'm not going to give up
until L am forced to. . . Quick!
We've got to clean up this cabin,
W must leave it looking exactly
ns we found it

He snapped on the flashlight and
laid it on the Noor, He cloded the
windows on the veranda and the
French windows, and they set
about gathering up everyiling
they h:u‘l brought into the sulte
ropas, bucket, spare clothes, The
remains of the food and water
ware put in the bread box. It made
a contiderable load to divide be-
tween them.

When they were ready, Neill
unbolted all the doors ;:i\'mF on

dor as thay had bee
v came. They stole out,

when
carrying their belongings.

fCapwrighi, NI, by Hulberi Fapines)

Janet and Neill play hide and seek
with the searchers, lomorcow,

CRESCENT HARBOR
PROJECT FAVORED

WABHINOTON, Ot T.—{AP)
Army anginsers aald tesday they wil
ask the budget butesu to Inoluds
HIB5.000 in the next war depariment
eivll funciions appropriations bill for
the construction of & sewwall st
Crsscent City, Calif. |

The project, involving eomstruction |
©of & riubble mound sand barrler from
Whalsr rock to the sapterly shote of

tha barbor, has congresslonal  ape |
proval. |

However, It must walt ibe turn
and army epginecrs  mald  Cbodeet
Himitations™ might foron 11 out of

e appropriations bl next jeer. |

VETERINARY EXAMINER
GIVEN REAPPOINTMENT

SALEM. Ovt. 7 LAF) John TP
Rankin, Astorih, todpy was
tegd by Oowernor Charles M. Mat-
mamber af Lthe stafe vetolinary
mwdieal  rxaminers’ by He wi

eap-

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the suthor, inclosing s stamped snvelope for reply. Reg. U. 8. Pat. Off.

THE WORLD

AT ITS WORST

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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Maf-g?' M waght Sysienta, bae

Strange Sahnrn.
A Iand of steange contrasta 1s tha
"Mighty Salnra™ of porthern Africa.
Covering an Arsa of some 2200000
square miles, nearly equal n alze fo
Europe, it s not, as popularly sup-
posed, a viat “sen of sand."

Antually, more than hall the sur-
fnce of the Saham s composed of
Jutting rocky platesus, renching from
nbave the |000-foot Itne to ao alti-
tude of 5800 fest In the volpanie cone
of Tusidde, Many of the hlghoer des-
ort peaks arn crestod with dnow dur-
ing the winter montha,

The lower reaches of the dessrt aro
covered by vaat stintdhes of dand that
plies fnto shiftipg dunvs higher than
the Washiogton monument, The Sn-

2 14 A 18,000-W0RD NOVEET,
 unitten by Rl JLF Cargile Moo, &,
EUERY WoRD BEGNS WITH'S"/

LUCKY ELEVEN,

e DICKINGON 11,
o /:'E xte' %
 GeTIeB0RG

Wﬁ?{f% O oNTHE

117 DAY OFTHE
117 MoNTH oF
1911-- ANO MADE
11 FIRET D0WNg,

(NIGHTY S

5TH

harn ls crossed hy the Great RIff vale
lay, the longest valley In the world,
which stretehas neariy 3,000 miles
from one end of Afrien Lo tha ather.
One soction In the Bahars dips to
100 feet below sen lovell

The sands of Sahara, onee thought
to be on marine origln, Are pow
known to bo otherwise, Sclontista
have learned that the sands were de-
posited In the Quartenary geological
porid, long after the last recorded
marine  transgression  of pro=tartiary
tmes. It s belinved that they am
the product of changing metaarnlog-
feal conditions whleh aceumipinied
the retreat of Europp's great lee-eap
toward the end of the lee ago, The
Sahara chunged fram a molat, trop-

WP6 MORE RoCK SURFACE THAN SANDw,
N THE MIDDLE OF THE GREPT DESERT ARE
SNOW-COVERED MOUNTAING

MONRDE OWSLEY-
lzte scroen dctoy
WILED Hig ENTIRE BSTATE
o h Noh)m WHo NEVER
 LIVED,

"

=Y

lo-1

g

AFTER IYM6 UNCOMFORTABLY ON YOUR
STOMACH UNDER -THE BUSHES FOR HALF AN
HOUR YoU DISCOVER THAT THE REST OF
THE HIDE-AND- SEER PLAYERS HAVE GOT

TIRED OF THE GAME AND HAVE GONE
OFF SOMEWHERE

{Copyright, 1637, by The Bell Byndicate, Ine.)

GLIYRS
WILLIAMS
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S'MATTER POF

By C M PAYNE

'SEA OF SAND"

intenne hent that Jeft ita soll ta the
elemenita,

Mystery WL
“To my wike, If she be living with
me at the time of my death, | ba-
queath all my monies, stock and
Jewslry, my automoblle and house-
hold effects.”

4—{:‘!,-&45‘1

! Leo

Three weeks before ha died, June

PN |
=

T. 1037, Monroe Owsley, Hollywood
#oreen actor. drew a will that in-
cluded this paragraph, Yet, strange
2s |t seoms. his "wife" did not cluim
his effects, bocnuse Oweloy pever had
marrind!  If thoe “plantom bride
wis a renl person in Owaleva mind,
her ldentity remalns a mysters

GOT A
~NeL

Tomorrow:  Earopt’s “Muass  Abidl-

ieal reglon to one of dry winds and

callon"

Girl Shoots Suitor,

. e
Suicides In Quarrel
EMMETT. [dn., Ox (AP) With
a bullet in her puite
other through her own bheart,
penr-ojld Anns Jean Phipps ended a
romance thiat blossdmed foF & Yoar,
sutharitien sotd today.

* badk and an- | pltal where phyaicians
15+ | condition favornble

Miss Phipps, preety daughter of Mr
and Mre. Willlam J. Phipps of Em-
mett died with a bullet through per
neart, Audle Robrett, 21, of Eanms
City, Mo, waa taken to & Bolse hins-
termed  his

Coroner Merls Bucknum sald the |
shooting ocourred late [ast night nens

Oln, In western Idaho |

“From all we can gather,” be sald,
"the two went far a ride. Apparently
they gunarrelied |

SINGAPORE, B:rnlu Battlemants,
oet, T.— (AP} —Thres members of tha
crew of s K. L. M. Royal Dutch Alr- |
wiys plane wid one passenger were |
killed today when the ceaft "r.‘mh--q|
near Palembang, Sumntra.

See!

I3 ©ToPPED

You Yaa-aa,
TPENNY- ( RuT T ﬁELLED
RISt /- MoRE THaw A

CENTS worT
L]

TAILSPIN TOMMY —Tommy Concerned About Betty-Lou!

[_"I‘ 1S NIGHT AT THE
BEMNTLY DUDE
RANCH . .. AND THE
RESULAR WEEK- END
DANCE 1S BEIMNG
HELD.. TOMMY AND
BETTY=-LOU HAVE
MAMAGED TO GET
INTO THE GOO0D GRACES
OF BENTLY, ESPECIALLY
THE PRETTY GIRL
PILOT, MUCH TO THE
OBEVIOUS JEALOUSY
OF RITA DuVAL
AS THE SCENE NOW
OPEMS , WE SEE
TOMMY  AMD HIS
SWEETHEART DAMNCING,

2035

THE NEBBS--Stranger to Mas

CAN TAKE HIM
AWAY FROM

HIS LADY
FRIEND?

| DON'T THIN
IT WILL BE

) -

PERHAPS HE'LL TALK
TOO MUCH FOR HIS
HEALTH

THAT MAMN
DAMGEROU.

- -
WATCH YOUR STER BETTY |

1S

By EDWIN ALGER

NES,

WEBSTER-

HOW DID THINGS
LOOK TO YOu 7

TO BE PERFECTLY ©
HONEST, THEY DON'T fo
LOOK VERY 6o0o0-L

JASOM JONES Says THE
AMOUNT OF FREIGHT wWE
CARRY 16 HARDLY ENOUGH

TO PAY EXPENSES — |

7 WHAT

OR, BUT, MISTER
WEBSTER YOU'LL
SO0N CHANSE THINGS!

RE YOu =
DONG,
ME T

KIDDING [

setve untlil July 233, 1841

Dr. A, G, Peddock, La Crande, was
appotnted a mamber of thn board to |
sioceed U, W. H. Lytle. now st the
Hrad of the animal husbapdry divie
vion of the stals aEricuitural departs
ment

Dr. . T, Rims, Oregoyy Blate cile
lege. sureonila De. . . Beagraves of

Otwgon ity

e t—
Indict Gare Brathers

SHELBYVILLE,. Ky. Oct —(AP)
—The Carr Brothers, Roy. Jack ang
Dr. E 8, were ch 4 with wirdd
murder o Wrig § K. Den-
hardt in an indictment e Ate
todiny by the Hhelby county grand
durgy

BEVER MEET
BY TWE NAME
NIBROC _THEY

i~

SAY, BRUCE. DID YOU :
A FELLER o7
oF
caLlep
DANDY NIBROC '

\

JOHN |

Trads Murs Nag T

i'-l'r"!‘ 1T % The Bl atiny, |
8 It Difiee)

Y
By BOI. HEBS
TS FUNNY. IVE HAD OTHER r UMAT MADE YOU X7 NO, | NEVER . S
PEOPLE ASK ME THE SAME \ Z AF ASK. THAT QUESTION, \MET HIM_ 1 NE ~
GUESTION _THEY SAY WE LOOKS i SWEET HEART. DIDYOU [SEED WM NE 2 |
LIKE MY TWind asD i IMEET HiM AND WAS /__ MR MNERS A< !
UNDERSTAND WE'S A ;_f,.f’ HE BRAGENG A\ ME TO Ask % f
- - i T -] = AN Tt - =
SUPPERY PERSON AR [ *‘\E“\\::LWIM\-" 9 \*-\:_AI-.’ /;\ ‘
e 5 o l,
j\\‘_"’.
P ’
.‘l
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