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SYNOPSIS: Neill, a youny Jed-
wral apent, finds his beloved Janet
in a locked cabin aboard Pres-
cott Fanning's yacht at Absalom's
Harbor. Fanning {s shot dead and
Janet in o faint, a gun beside her,
Neill hides her nearby in a dis-
used liner, then joing Mark Bon-
niger, keen local Investigator, to
keep tab on developments, He
thinks Janet shot Fanming until
he learns @ man was hiding on
the yacht. Then he suspects queer
little Eyater, who hated Fanning,
Also in the picture are Kettering,
6 Baltimora lawyer down to flsh,
and Ira Buckless, o tough who
trails Nelll, Eusters tip enables
Nelll to find wealthy old Min
Rayner in Baltimore.

Chapter 27

A Cool Million

ON'T ;ﬁu i-;.:d the newspa-
rs, Misa Rayner?”

"Ccpr‘t,alnly not. I've something
botter to read.”

“Mr, Fanning Is dead”

She took it more calmly than
Neill expected. Death is a com-
monplace affair to the very old.
“Dead?” xhe echoed sharply.
“Where? How?"

“He was found dead on his yacht
In Absalom's Harbor," -

“I didn't know he had & yacht.”

"Murdered.”

"Bless my soul! ... Why do you
come to me about it7"

Nelll endeavored to soften his
story. "We can't find out mythlng
about him. Who his folks are, an
g0 on. We thought perhaps you

could helJ:."

“I'liked the man," sald Miss Ray-
ner, "but I was hardly what you
:'ol'illd ulli] nutriemi. e had some

usiness dealings.”"

I'his was what Neill was after.
""Who brought him to Eﬁnu?"

"My estate ngent, Edward Bar-
ney, I have a house for sale on
Linden avenue, Mr. Fanning was
thinking of buﬁing it for & specu-
lation, but he though' I was ukinﬁ
too much for it. So he uade
Mr. Barney to bring here, 1
wouldn't come down In my price
but, as I said, I liked the man. He
stayed on here chatting after Mr,
Barney left and he came to see me
& number of times after that."

“Have you confidence in Mr.
Barney?" asked Neill,

“Absolute, A good, falthful crea-
ture. He's too dumb to be erooked.
He's only my renting agent. He
knows nothing about my affairs.

*“Well, about Fanning... 1"

“He was a man of large means,”
she went on, “and we had a com-
mon interest in our investments,
He told me that he had established
an investment trust in New York
which 1}( id 8 per cent and over on
Its stock. I was getting lesa than
three on my government bonds. 1
«am_interest hilan-
thropies and 1 need all the Income
{ ean get my hands on. So In the
end I exchanged my bonds for
sock In Mr. Fanning's trust. I took
a little at fAirst, and as the price
continued to rise, I got more."

“Without any {nvestigation?”

“Certainly not! I investigated it
thoroughly. I received very fine

‘erences and testimonials on Mr,

‘anning's behalf from New York
people. I'll show them to you."

"Bldn‘t {nu consult with an
Baltimore business men, or wi
your lawyer?" he naked.

"No. I prefer to act on my own
Initintive."

“Do you know a man here called
Horace Kettering?”

“The name is familiar.”

“He's a Inwyer in town.™

“I've never seen the man nor

in man;

had anything to do with him.”
hl"!?,!}-.l Mr, Fanning ever speak of
m?

[l "

“Did Mr, Fanning introduce you
to aﬁy!of hisfriends or assotintes?”
“Nol"

“Did you ever hear ths names
Ira l?uc 88 or David Eyster?”
"No.

course, they might have
gone under other names. They are
peculiar looking men." He de-
scribed Eyster and Buckless,

“] don't know any men of that
sort,” she said scornfully. “Is all
this leading up to the suggestion
that there is something crooked
about Fanning?"

Nelll didn't answer.

“That's ridiculous on the face of
1t!" sald Miss Rayner. "He only
promised me 8 per cent. A swindler
would have guaranteed 10 or 18"

The Fake Certificates
IN SPITE of her confident talk,

Nelll had roused an ugly doubt
In the old lady's mind. Hoisting
harself out of her chalr, she tot-
tered to a safe that stood open
agninst the wall, Taking from it a
portiolio, ahe brought it to him.

Opening it, Neill thumbed over
a shenf of beautifully engraved
certificates. Not worth the paper
they had spolled.

"Aren't they ull right?! Aren't
th;f all right?™ she demanded.

& hud not the heart to deliver
the blow. "1 reckon so0," he said.
“I know nothing about such mat-
tere. How much did Fanning
charge you for the stock?"

“It sells at par over the counter,”
the eagerly explained. "That's 10,
Ha lot me have it for 945"

The cortificates in the portfolio
represented 125,000 shares. So

d IT was approaching seven o'clock

Fanning had rooked her for over
a milllon dollars. Nelll inwardly
&I}ch ot the thought of such & sum,

at had become of it? He handed
back the portfolio,

“The first dividend was pald on
the nail," said Miss Rayner,

Naturally! thought Neill,

She brought him a sheaf of let-
ters. "These will tell you all about
Mr. Fanning. Who his associates
are, and so on.”

Neill took down names and ad-
dresses in order Lo satisfy her, and
gal out as soon as he could. It made

im feel a littls sick to think of
the brutal awakening that was in
store for the fraoil little old hdf'

In the street he thought th nﬁ;n
over. Beyond establishing the
Identity of Fapning's victim, he
had not got very far. The manner
of Fanning's introduction to the
old lady suggested that the estate
agent was In no wise implicated
and Miss Rayner had confirmed it.
Nelll drove back downtown and
called at Mr. Osgood's office, He
found him & conservative speci-
men of the genus Family Lawyer,
Impossible to suspect such n one.
Mr, Osgood claimed not to have
met Fanning. He was deeply
shocked to learn that Fanning had
beena freqluentcnllcr on his client,

“I must look into this," he mut-
tered.

Neill didn't envy him that job.
Mr. Osgood shid that his ncquain-
tance with Ketlering was very
glight. te made it clear that he did
nat eare for the man, "A successful
criminal lawyer, I understand," he
said condescendingly.

Before returning to Absalom's,
Neill hnd himself carried over to
Washington, In the tre:wur{ de-

artment he cashed a check for all

e had coming to him in order to
be ready for anything. He looked
in on his chief.

“Having a good time?" nsked
the Iatter,

"Swelll” said Neill. If you knew
the half of it! he thought srimly,

“T'll have an nsxignment for you
on Monday."

As he started out of Lown, Neill
bought the latest papers and found,
as he had foreseen, that they were
now pla{m up the theory that
Fanning had been decoyed into the

irl's cabin and killed by a man
or his mono?u Nelll flung down
the sheets with a groan of helpless
anger.

The Mob Multers

when he got back to Absalom's.
Lately the papers had been sent
down from town as fast ns jssued
and the latest slory was alrendy
having its effect. From the crowd
that pressed around the store, Neill
heard a new nole, a slow growling
sound that once heard cian never
be forgoflten.

As he crossed the
way in, he overheare
talk, A mnn said;

“When we calch them two we
Duq.ht to string them up,"

"Not the woman,” nnswered an-
other, "That's never been done.”

"Well, we ean strinj him up and
let her watch. That'd learn her!"

Nelll swept a plance arountd
Every face bore the same dark
look and he knew then what it was
to be alone. Hyenas! he thought,
hardening.

He found Bonnlger with Ser-

pant Wilson and the conatables in
the loft over the store; and made
his report.

"Good worl," sald Bonniger. "It
fits in with other information about
Fanning that has come over the
wire today. During the past four
or flve weeks he openvd accounts
with half a dozren bariks in Waash-
ington, Baltimore and New York,
Large =sums of money passed
through these nccounts, Just be-
fore he died, ho closed them all
out, and got his checks back, thus
blocking our investigation of his
operations.”

“"Pretty slick,"” said Neill.

“It's clear that he converted his
milllon into something easily
portable," sald Bonniger. "“He
must have had It with him, and
there's your motive for the mur-
der! A cool million! This case
looms bigger and higger!”

Nelll noticed with considerahle
uneasiness that all the constables
with the exeception of the man
fnar‘d!ng the yacht had been ealled
n. He had evidently interrupted
a conference, “Whnt are you gets
ting ready for?" he asked

"We have not been idle while
you were away," snid Bonniger.
*This afternoon a fisherman called
Jike Loker brought me a packet
contalning 100 now $5 bills that he
had found floating in the river.”

Neill's heart began to sink like
a plece of water=logged wood.

“He picked it up at a point aft
Northam's [\:w:hun," Honniger
went on. "The tkle was then at
half fload. The meney had been in
the waler more than 12 hours, but
nol much more, beenuse th
was not yet pulpy. OF ¢
tact that the bills weres b

oreh on his
n Enatch of

A tight bundle helped to protect
thenm Through the Morchants
National Bank of Balt re, | es-
tablished that these n bills had
been drawn by Prescott Fanning
last Monday.”

"So what! naked Neill

{Coprigh, 1701, b

Nalbari Fogtmer

Bonniger and his men start le
wearch the dark ships, tomoerrow,

War Time Methods

For Jobless Count
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WINDOW GLABS- We sell window
Blnsa and will replace pour broken
windowa reaninably. Prowbrldge Cab-
inet Works

FE— -
Phone 549 We'll naul away your
refuse, City sanitary sejvice.

GOOD TRY

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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5 TUCKED IN SNU@ FOR THE NIGHT

fucks 1TIN AT OTHER S1DE WHILH YANKS
SIDE ALREADY TUCKED IN

@< .

CONSCIENCE TROUBLES HIM, SPREADS
BLANKET AGAIN

=

e g

—

DOES 50 COMPLETE A JOB THAT HE STUFFS
ALMOST ALL OF BLANKET UNDER MATTRESS

gs

TUKS 111N AT SIDE, WHICH PULLS If UP
FROM OVER HIS FEET

FEELS HE CAN'T COPE WHTH THE SITUATION
PAND EDES 10 SLEEP

(Copyright, 1037, by The Bell Byndicate, Ine.)

o MINUTES HAS DONE A THOROUBH JOB
BLANKET WRECKING

DECIDES HE SHOULD PROBRBLY HAVE STARTED
AT THE BDTIOM
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Viee-Presldent to  Senalor tariff of 1828 that bare havily on (und farwarded to Lhe senats on Jan-
John €, Qalbhoun, elrcted vipe=pross | southorn farmers — the “Tariff of |uary 4. 1638, but ne 12 was done

nbolit {¢ other tl to stop Calhoun's
falary on Jany 4. 1833, and reoew
it when ko took the oath ns sanator.

S0 Mr, Calhoun tendered Calboun is the only U, 8. vice=pres-
uation to the secretary ol stale In | Jdent to g
mich haste thit he misspelled the lat-

Abeminations” — and Mr. Jacksan
would not help Mr. Calhoun sffect Its
ropeal

ident of the United States under
Jobhn Quiney Adama in 1824, was re-
talned In office undor Ceneral Jack-
son, Jackson apd Cathoun found
runping the government together s
bit difficult, dus 1o steained per-

Lis renig-

‘ ater Tslindl

sannl Telations, tor's name, He wrote “Hon H, 1aving- Oniy 12 long and two miles

Mr, Calhoun Nad sought th hase | ston, See. of State: Sir, Having n- | wide, tiny lland of the
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resonted thins 1oo Edward. | gle to live.
As o last straw,  Mr. Calhou Ko official recognition of Calhotin's ——

pontharner fram Boush Carolin realgnation win taken, however. It Tomoreaw:  The Hero o u Trash
plained bitterly opaltst o protective  waa tondered on December 28, 1832 PMiel

san 10,000 birds almost répdy to ship
find prodiucers estimated they wauld
sond 2325000 pounds of turkey to
Thanksgiving tables

| satd today he was informed by vil-
lngers In Hyde Park that two 1'|-1-f!
crosses wore burned near President |
Rooanvelt'n esthte Ilnst PFridey night

Turkey Crop Early
In Central Oregon |

THE DALLES, Oot, §—(APY—Esti- — —— —
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S8'MATTER POF

By 0 M PAYNE

#Eq_.u-u !

Im

GorMNA SETTA
wWioLe DoLuar

I!MH' AL NT
SINVIN ME A
TPENNY BvERY
TAIRTHIDAY, AN
TLe Save THew

1§

. Cool

TAILSPIN TOMMY-—-What's That, Mr. Bently?

By HAL FORREST
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WHAT ARE YOU
DRIVING AT?

T d e | gy

SEE THAT YOU'RE
NOT TOO FRIEMDLY
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YOU PROMISED TO
MARRY ™ME
HELPED YOU MakE {
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THOSE ARE THE
MINES MR, JORDAN
SAYS ARE ABAMDONED,
AREN'T THEY, JASOM -

1S9 THE OLD MINIMG COUNTRY-
THERE WAS GOLD IN THEM HILLS
ONCE AND MEBBE THERE STILL

T ] 5=

THE NEBBS-Just As Expected

NEP, THEY'RE SURPOSED TO BE
ALL PETERED OUT-BUT SOMEHMOW
| DON'T BELIBVE \T=

you rooL! oo vyou

WANT TO PUT BOTH

\ OUR nECgs ™M A
MOOSE 3
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By EDWIN ALOER

WELL, WHAT'S THE

1T MOSTLY DOES

NUGGET LINE DO FOR | WITHOUT, SOM,

REVEMUE, JASON ?

'CEPTING FOR, THE
LITTLE FREIGHT WE
TOTE FOR FARMERS:
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HOGUE GALLERY PLOTO TAKEN uEY CALLED MM | GO0D LOOKING - '»e.x'-:s GUESS
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