SYNOPSIS: Abducted from
Baltimore on Prescott Fanning's
yacht, Janet geis word ta Neill,
e young federal agent 1who loves
her, He deshes to Abanlom’s Har-
bor, boards the yacht and finds,
in a locked cabin, Fanning ahat
decd and Jonet in a faint, & gun
beride her, Neill hider her nearby

a disused Uner, then joina
Mark Honniger, keen local ine
veatipator, fo keep tab on depel-
opments. Despite Janet's dig-
avowal, Neill thinks sha shot Fan-
ning until he finds proof o man
wae hiding in & closet on the
yache, Then he suspecta quesr lit-
tle Eyster, who ‘hated Fanning,
Algo in the picture are Heftering,
@ Baltimore lawyer down to fish,
and a huge tough who hos been
grailing Neill.

Chapler 28
Sly Little Eyster

“THEN they went ashore, Neill,
moving through the crowd,
never ceased looking for a man gix
feet tall wu:]glung considerably [ *%

ounds. He would | ..
be & roughly-dressed, unwashed
fellow, and he had an impediment
that enused him to breathe noisily.
Once he heard him speak, Neill

more than 20

would know him,

The day's mail had just been dis-
tributed and everybody was ';?-..
'he
yacht mur-

morsed in the newspapers,
many colimns on the *

der” and the spread of photo-

graphs gave the villagers

ous overnight.

Bnnnl&ar went back to his work
Ln the office, and Nelll entered the
otel. He tock a look into his own
room on the top floor and found,
that it had been

as he expected

the
leasant feeling of having become

entered in his absence, He bad ar-
ranged the few articles he had
bought for himself, 0 that he

would know If they were moved
He had locked tha door on leaving

but the lock was of the cheapest
sort and he would not have been

to go out and nuil a taxi and tell
him Absalor's. Seemed like a
good place to sober up, sea?"

This wis obviously an invention
and Neill disregarded it. “How did
you learn go quick that Fanning
wis here?" he asked.

I."mesr looked innocent and sly.
T didn't know Fanning was here
till I got here*

“Remarkable coincidence™

“Yeah" said Eyster, “just as re.
markable as you coming on the bus
that sfternoon."

Neill inughed. “But you said you
had mate arrangements to follow
meinf."

“Oh, wn_!il.mltnlkimihigma.n."
Neill tried anather line. *You
seem to like mo, Eyster,”

“I do, I do," he sald quickly and
it seemed to be genuine. “You're a
dandy fellow, Wheatley! Keen as
n whip! I'd do anything for you."
“Why?" sald Neill.

Eyster turned sy again, “I guess
vou know thal™ he sald,

“I swear [ don'L"”

"Don't you remember what 1
told you in the hotel?"

5 You just said you were talking

g s
“I mean before that, ., . 1 told
you what my purpose in life was
Well ... you carvied it ot
Nuill stared ot him, wondering
if he had lieard right.

Eyster's lips curled back. "T've
only got one thing against you,
Whentley—vou  killed him too
quick. He didn't even see it com.
ing, Tf it was me, I would have
strung him up by his thumbs and
tortured him slow. You know, gone
back to it again and again, God!
wouldn't it have been sweet to see
the look in his eyes when T come
biack 1o himt*

Nelll asked himaelt {f this was
madness or parlt of a deep game
that the little man was playing.

Efv'.u_-r'a face fell. “But what
could n ppor ahrimp like me do? 1
wiaz afraid of him, T was afraid
even {o let him see me. T had to
have a big fellow like vou to do
the job for me; a xtrong fellaw, and

The villagers felt they had become famous overnight,

rprised to learn that the same

y would open all the doors. It
was no great matter, because thern
was nothing in the room that could
betray him.

He knocked on the door of num-
ber 15 adjoining. No answer. The
door was locked, He knocked again
and a sleepy voice nsked:

“Who ia it?7"

"Whentley."

*Oh, you!" said the voice with a
leased note, and bare feet pat-
ered to the door.

Eyster in his underclothes unﬁy-
faced and wasted, looked like the
caricature of a mun. Hix hair was
standing on end. Having admitted
Neill, he hopped back into the bed
and pulled the sheet over his legn.
“Cortainly was friendly of you to
stop in," he said.

“Well, | owe you something™
said Nelll. He took n sent at the
foot of the bed,

"That's a_nasty bruise you got”

afrald of nothing. ., .. Let me feel
your muscle, Wheatiey.™

“Ah! the hell with it!" growled
Nelll. He was thrown back into
confusion a, »The pavehalogy of
the slv, lying, tormented little man
baffled liim

‘Goodl Plekings Aboard’

“T WISH 1 could do something 1«

ghow my appreciation,” Evstor
went on. "l reckon you  wan!
money. Young [fellows always
want money, And ming's aboul
gone. Not that it matters to me, But
I haven't anything to give vou"

“Don't want i1, muttered Xeill

“Did you pick up anything on
the yacht?™ he nsked eagerly,

“Not a thing."

“Thera ought to hive heen good
pickings abonrd. Fanning pulled
oft some kind of a dirty deal in
Baltimore, and natueally if he was
making his getawny on the vacht.
vou'd think he'd earry the pro-

remarked Evater,

"“Well, 1 feel thankful that | am
here at all™

“That's right! That's rightt*

There was a pause, Each was
waiting for the other tc spenk.

‘Good Place To Soher Up'
FIN.M.LY Neill said offhanded
lys

¥
“When did you get down ta Ab.
salom'n?"
Eyster saw through It
grinned. "Noon on Tuesday.”
“How did you come?"
"By taxicah."

and

coeds with him, Somebody else
thought so, toa™
Nelll fixed him with his glance.
“Do you know who that somebody
wan?" he nxked,

A look of fright came into Evs.
ter's face and his oves shiffed
iwav, “No,” he sal

“You're not p
friend now," satd Neild,

Evstor broke into a flood of de
nlals and protestations and Neill
aw that he could get nothing ont
of him by direct que ning. He
made hellove to fall the sug
gestion of the loot

nu1!hr partofn

*Taxicab! That must have set
you back somathing"”

“Twenty dollars, It
miuch. but | was tight"

*Pight"

"Fact is, 1 wan tight off and on
all the time 1 wae in Baltimore”
Eyster went on, grinning. “Didn't
{nu notice it1? Tuesday morning 1

ear n guy talking aboul Absae
Iom'a Polnt what good air it waa
down here and good fishing and

wasr too | gat o |
| i

"It 1 knew what Panning had
boen doing In Baltimore, 1 migh!
A

Neill ealls on » vich old tady in
all and 1 was just deunk enough | Baltimare, tomorrsw,
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