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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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- ot :ghg‘:;;;,**,,:*:{"gg,.{f:;’;‘; "I't {4 In the door?" returned i Natioral Park 3 PINCH Hm'
- Abwalom's Harbor, he boards the | Walter. ) - : WITH FEET - HAVE Rl
3 rrhtandﬂnd:.mnrockm cabin, IT it was, 1 wouldn't be asking INCHES ‘0”5 XV HOME RUNS
£ aning ghot deod and Janeg in g | YOI fOr it, " . Ig sar H THE

faint, a gun beside her, Neill hidea oIt haa nlwaya been In the door. Wil
I her nearby in a disysed liner, Was It in the door when you bkéﬁ‘ﬁ wp'm

theyt joins Mark Bonniger, keen | 4i8covered the body?

local investigator, to keop tab on 1 eouldn t tell you that, sir. 1
3 developments. Retirning from a dl{i‘l'l t notice ‘_-mh llnlnl,:., 2

trip to the liner, Neill i3 seized, "g‘grt there any :li_uplni;.u_r: keys?

bound and blindfolded by a tongh Ihf.-rf-.a # buneh of keya in the

who wants Fanning's sty pam.—i. I'll feteh them, :

Queer litile Eyster, who hoted Nelll returned to Bonnlger with

Fanning, helps Nelll escape, Hext | 100 keyi, Aftor trving several, he

1 i was able to unlock the door and

WHILE MOTHER AND

FRIEND START THE PER-
SONAL REMARNS, AMUSH
£S HERSELF STRNDING
ON SIDES OF HER FEET

BT NOTONE [5 CALLED DOWHSTAIRG  SCRNTCHES BACK OFLEE  AFTER A 600D DEAL OF
0 BE SHOWIN 1O Wi FoOT, AS MOTHER  SOUIRMING EXTENDS
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- day Kettoring, a Baltimore Jaw- 1 . -
s yer, has @ 1rord with Neill, :lsr ! [1“1"?ﬂpa}r_!r.“'ll‘} 15?01‘::“?1';:;‘:151&?1'2,: )
i L Wy ooy er. "What's in \ T
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3 In The Clothes Cupboard | “Nothing as yet. But it seoms p - WhS PRSED EEChuGE“ﬂ'\?r £
14 : funny that anybody should make F
(] " ANY Tll!“i: l‘? the case?” Ketter- | away with the kew” : St YoTﬁ OFPt FAT MEM&ER 0 |
\ ing asked. Befors using the ploss, Nel
{ "anhfna'sebrnkun." sald Nelll )nu;cnd on a m!:: hng]ht abject THE EH&H‘GH HOU‘:’FE OH‘ORDG
) Kettering lowered his volee. *Is | lying on the floor of the closet. W JoK],N@L"f L\HTED

the ledoral government interested | “Look at this!™ he cried. )
in this ense?" It was a tiny spoon=shaped piece
' He asked the question with a|of nickel that had been broken off
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maliclous smile that made Neiil
uneasy. He regretted that Ketter.
hw had been told who he was,
*Why no he sald easily, “Why?"

“Oh, just your being here.”

*“That was an accldent.”

“Remarkable coincidence. Don't
waork too hard on the case.”

“] don't got you," sald Nelll.

“Don't imu agree that it would
be betier if this ugly mystery was
never solved?"

"1 don't get you," spid Neill,
Kettering smiled, "Well, the
aiy a word to the wize is suffi-
clent." He went Into the store,
lenving Neill in a state of inward
confusian. Kettering's words had
the sound of & thrent, What was
Kettering's Interest in the matter?
How much did he know? Were the
Ketlerings  conneeted with the

events of the night before?

He was stlll looking for the
answers when Bonniger came up,

Thew rowed out to the Nud)i, tak-
dng Walter, the steward, with them
to answer nnrr qllil'dliﬂnll ahott the
yucht that might arise, Walter was
a blond, characterless young man,
alill badly shaken by his experi-
encea of the past 94 hourz, He
smoked one clgurette after an-
other, On the yacht they found
Constable Forsythe, Walter waox
Jeft with him while Bonnlger and

"Neill went below,

The cabins showed the effect of
the crowds that had awarmed
through them on the previous day.
Practically everything movahle
hod been carried nway for sou-
venirs. The lock on the door of the
after cabin which had been partly
wrenched oftf when the door was
foreed, was now missing,

“How do !hu{ expect me to re-
consiruet what happened?' grum-
bled Bonnlger,

They stood in the doorwny with.
oul =peaking, searching the little
cabin foot by foot, It was a Juxuri-

another piece, Bonniger turned it
over on his hand, “Do you know
what it fs?"

“Sure, It's for cleaning out the
bowl of a pipe. It's part of a litle
combination gadget that s sold to
smokers." Nelll had dropped 1o his
knees and was searching, the floor
of the clonet through the glass. .. .
"Look!" e said, hunding over the
glnss, “Crumbs of bread and shreds
of tobacen."

Bonniger looked. “What do you
make of {hal?" he asked.

Neill erumbled some of the
bread and some of the tobacco be-
tween thimb snd finger. "“The
bread s dry, but not completely
dry," he saitd. “The tabaceo 18 fairly
fresh. It eannot have been lying
there more than two days, Within
the past 48 hours some man has
been  concenled (n this closet
While he wus shut up here he ate
same bread and he filled hia pipe.”

“He couldn't smoke hia pipe if
he ‘was hiding.”

“He couldn't light it, but a con-
firmed asmoker gets a certaln
amount of satisfaction out of a dry
smoke"” Neill was pleking up
shireds of tohieco, examining them
under the gluss and tasting them,
"He smoked a mixture containing
Latakin, perique, butley and per-
haps other tobaceos. It would he an
exponsive mixture”

"Well, I'm domned!” ssid Bon-
niger, “This puts o new complex-
lon on the case!™

“Are you telling me? cried
Neill, He was o happy he could
hardly play his part. Janet had pot
lied to him. It was not alie who had
shot Fanning.

They're Bolh Gulliy!
BONNIGHR argued quite differ-
ontly. "Now we know where
the man came from,” he said, “She
brought hiim on bonrd with her!™
*"What!" eried Nelll,
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Bullding Up Theoriea

ONNIGER said: “All ngres that

Funning was found lying on
his back with his feet to ﬁw door
and his head noar the foot of the
bed on the left ns you look in.
That's where the blood stnin is, He
must have been moved the instant
he fell, because there's no blood
anywhere else in the reom.”

Nelll was not inelined to help
Bonniger out in his reasoning,

“I know he was moved.” Bon-
niger went on, “becauss & man
shot in the back naturally falls on
his face, espocially if he's leaning
forward. The bullet entered the
buse of Fanning's skull, came out
of his forchead and then struck
the drawer under the port seat
Jocker, It was almost spent and
haz left only a slight dent {n the
wood, Tts course indieates that
Fanning was bending far over
when he was shob, If the eany chair
wis where they soy {t was, he was
bending over that chair, , , , Do
you ngrest™

“Absolutely,” sald Neill grimly.

(ou'd beat o professionall™

Bonniger ahook his head like a

uzzled dog. “Every theory | try
o build up runs into a contradie.
tion. The mos tural explanation
is that Far 1
with the in ion of sithcking the
girl. But if he had such an aim,
why had he given her n key to look
hersall in witht™

“Perhapa he hind no such ‘nten.

tlon in the Seginning * nuggerted |

Nelll "Partinps he didn expsot o
ba repalsed and when b was re
pulsad hy wani

“That's » poasibillty. Bot naving
hiroken i violantly how souid e

e 30 losdat as te bed the girl eet |

b-ﬂ um '

il shrugged nls shyulders. He
wen! o the door tha ulothes
closet and tried it wu boeked
“We ought 1o have a Jook n here
Tl ask Walter where the key (8"

broke In the door ||

ridiculous, but it war dangerous
oo, According to his premises,
Bonniger's reasoning was perfoct-
Iy corvect, Janet was Innocent, but
every hour that pasied strength-
etied the case ngninst her, It would
be' fatal to come out into the open
until he eould produce the real
killer,

Neill| sald dryly: “If. you are
right, how about the door?™

"Oh, when they went out they
would lock the door and then
braak it in to make it appear as if
Fanning had asked for what he

ot. After they hnd broken in the
door they would put the key on
the inide"

It was an Ingenious explanation
though perfectly  falie.  Nelll
thought: By God, as long us I live
I will nover conviet n man on eir-
natantinl evidencel He said:

¢ nyhow, our {ob is to ealeh
the man.'

“And the girl" added Bonniger,

A new anxlely selzed Nefll If
Ronnigoer gave the press this new
slint on the ¢age, populsr opinion
would rin ngiinat the missin
girl. So far, publie opinion ..-,j

tbeen Indulgent towards her hos

enuse it wan ballevid that ghe had
been lured aboard the yvacht But
people thought that she had plots
ted with another man to brin
nbout Fanning's death, svery ‘..1n§
would be ralsed agninst
The thoaght suddenly lepped
mte Nolllr mind. Fyster! That's
was It b sxacily the
sraxy oot of thing he would do!
mis were the “wrtangements” ha
1 about  He war alwavs
mushing and following Fanning
| @s aneaked abonrd the vachil [t
war Evater who shot Fanning and
' Bat's why he's mucking up ta me
| mowrt
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Snspectipg Eyster, Nell] gnes 1o hin
room, Monday, (e guestion him
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