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the dark

BY HULBERT FOO

SYNOPSIS: When flashy Pres-
cott Fanning abducts Janet from
Baltimore on hls yacht, ehe gets
word to Neill, a younp federal
agent who loves her, Dazhing to
Absalom's Harbor, he boards the
yacht and finds, in a locked cabin,
Fanning shot dead and Janet ina
Jaint, a gun beside her, Nelll hidex
Rer neardy in a disused lner,
then joins Mark Bonniger, keen
local tnuestigator, to keep tab on
developments, Returning from a
trip to the ahip, Nelll io reized
end bound by n husky opponent
who wants to know where Fan-

* ming's “stufl™ fa. Nelll gends him
on o wild chase and {s struggling
to free himeelf when queer little
Eyrter comes, ctits him lodre.

Chapter 23
Spy In Room 18

ALK along in the edge of the
water so wa can't be fol-
lowed," Neill said.
splashing through the
shallow water for a hundred yards
or 8o, they made a wide detour
argund the course that Neill's as-
ssjlant had taken across the fleld

and back,
“How did you find me?"
“Well, thai's quite a story,” said

Eyster. "1 was listening 1o you |

:}nving around in your room to-

Listening, where?"

*My room is number 15 next
door to yours, I heard you come
out and go down the back stairs
and I followed."

“Why?"

“Well, it's just my way," sald
Eystar with his crazy grin. T like
to know what folks are up to."

"Go on,” said Nelll grimly,

*T soon found out I couldn't fol-
Iow}v‘nu without being caught at it
In the upper part of the village
there wnsn't a r‘:m-snn moving, So
I gave it up and came back ta the
hotal Lo walt for you. 1 walted and
waited and you didn't come, so 1
went out again to look for you. It
was only by aceident thal I found
your tracks."

*How conm?"

*Well, I had gone through the
village when [ heard the m? com-
Ing on his motorcycle and I went
aver the fence into the fleld along-
side. I didn't want to be ques-
tioned. In that fleld [ found your
fracks where vou had crossed and
eome back again.”

“How did vou know they werse
my tracks?”

‘1 have followed you before”
said Evster giggling. "There was
another set of tracks coming back,
& hell of a big foot. Somebody had
followed you."

"How do you know he had fal-
lowad me?"

“Because in Ylncu his track
pre. od yours pul,"

“Pretty good. Go on.”

“Vell, the coming-back tracks
brouniit me to a place whers there
had heen a utru{mlu. I picked upa
finshlight there

“It's mine,”" sald Nelll.

“Bayond that place I couldn't
find vour tracks: only the big
man's, He went over the fence. 1
eouldn’t figure out what he had
done with vou. I looked nround,
and across the road I found where

& had gone across another fleld
and coma back again. So | fol-
lowed his tracks and came to the
old ship and looked in her. Was I
u?rlsed!"

elll's feelings wera mixed
upon hearing this. If the story was
true, he owed Eyster a debi that
eould never be repaid. But was it
true? The man had such a furtive,
mysterious nir that Neill couldn't
trust him. Was it not possible that
Eyster and the other were work-
ing together? The big man had

ehanﬁe:l his purpose perhaps, and |
sent B

yster back to free Neill
"Do you know who attacked
me?" asked Neill grimly.
“No. Do you?™

Neill was pretvv sure then that |

he was lying.
"Well, I certainly am obliged to

you {or eoming to my help.
Eyster laughed in his gueer
nolseless fashlon, "Comes hard,

don't it to be beholden to me?"
Nelll said nothing,
The village was asleep when
they returned. They met nobody.

News Of The Girl

ILL was up at alx, sore In
every joint. He anxiously con.
sulted the mirror. His fuce was not
a8 badly marked as he feared, for
the man's blows had mostly fallen
on bony places. But there was an
ugly bruise on one cheek.
en he openied his door to go
out he was aware that a door
down the corridor moved a little
and thal an eve was anplied 1o the
crack. So the spy was still on the
ob. The numbher of the room was
8. Neill Addled with his lock
while he debated whether to foree
the door ‘apen and have a look at
the man. He decided agnainst [t
Janet's actount he dared not
rlak a showdawn,

He found Bonniger already busy
with his ham and egis in the din-
ing room. He showed a ealm front
that filled Neill with envy. This
ease couldn't get under his skin
Neill himself was ns tense as a
hunted animal

“Sit down!" wid Bonniger. Hia
stern face relnxed in a smile. Evi-

ships -
’l'lll

dently he had decided to like NellL
It increased the danger.

“Thanks." Nelll placed himself
50 thst he eould watch the bot-
tom of the stairs. Nobody came
down while he sat there, But there
was the back stairway.

“Good God!" said Bonnlger.
when he got a look in his face,
“What have you been up against?"

Nelll seized on the first lie that
offered itself. He recollected a
rowdy resort. “I dropped into Kin.
ney's for a drink last night and got
into a little mix-up.”

Bonniger frowned. “This is a lo.
cal option county. Kinney has no
right to aell hard liquor. I'll speak
{o the sergeant.”

*Don't do it." said Neill quick-
ly. “You'll only get me in wrong
with the bunch. Let's stick to the
big case.”

Bonniger shrugged.
on the telephone half the night
They've given me & private wire
into Longcope's office.”

“Any news of the girl?"

“Plenty."

Neill looked up startled.

“No reliable news"” sald Bon-
niger. “I mean she's been reported
from all over the state: from Sil-
chester across the bay; from Low-
er Blenheim 30 miles up the river;
from Baltimore and even from as
{ar west as Frederick."

“She must be pretly spry.”

“Sure. if it wasall true, but such
reports always spring up in a sen-
| sational case. They are started by
| peaple trying to horn in'on it. The
| worst of it i&, they've all got to be

run down. The state police are do-
Iin%{]t." -

eill, bent on diverting his mind
from the facls, sald: "She must
have got clear of this vicinlty or
else she's dead.”

"Nothing in it" sald Bonniger
eoolly. “In my opinion she's very
much alive, and not a thousand
miles away from here, either”

Neill looked at him, but the
ealm face gave nothing away,

"What was the repart from Sil-
chester?” Neill asked.

YA fisherman in the Cherry river
says that he saw a skiflf rowing in
from the bay at 8 o'clock on Wed-
nesdny with & woman sifting in
the stern wearing a8 black wrap
of some kind and a man rowing."

Neill helped the false clue along
as well as he could. “The mouth
of the Cherry river iz 25 miles
from here. That would make it
about right if there was a strong
pair of arms at the oars."

Bonniger was not impressed
“Sure, but if the fisherman wanted
to lie he could have worked that
oul from what he read in the
newspapers yesterday.”

Dope On Fanning
"ARI‘: you going to investigate?™
“Why should I? My job i
| here , .. I've got a good bit of dope
| on Fanning since I saw you."

“What's that?"

“T sent a photograph, measires
ments and fingerprinis up to New
York, and they have found him in
their rogues' galle His right
name is Lester Patchin, but he has
used o string of nlinses. Gilt-edge
swindlor; get-rick-quick artist and
so on. Has gerved a term in Massa-
chusetts. Lately, police say, he has
dropped out of sight.”

“What was he doing In Balti-
mora?"

“That I can't tell you yet."

“Well. he wasn't there for hls
health.”

‘T believe you."

“What's the program for taday?"

*I'm going out to the yachi to
look things over."”

“Want me to come along?” sug-
gested Nelll offhandedly. “Twe
pair of eves are belter than one’

“Sure, glad to have vou!"

T suppose you haven't identl:
fled the girl yet?"

“Not a elue!” smd Bonniger
“That's the biggest mystery of all."
Neldll telt more like breakfast.

When they had finished, Bon-
niger went away to the store tc
recoive a roport. Wickes was in
| the hotel office counting the pres

“TI've heen

vious day's takings, and Neill lin
| gered under pretense of lighting

is L\inr.
'ho you got in roam 182" he

i
askoed,

Wickes glanced at the register
"Guy called Ira Buckless took that
room Tuesday night. I put in a
couple of other guys last night
Don't know their names."

“What like guy is this Buck-
legs2"

“'Deed, I couldn't tell you, mis-
ter. I got suech a erowd!™

Neill went on to the stare porch
to wait for Bonniger. Horace Ket-
tering came along with a cheerful
greeting.

“"Morning Wheatlev!™

*"Morning, Mr. Kettering.”

“Look, Wheatley, m
called wp to town' last n by
the sickness of his wife. I hate to
Ro fshing alone, Won't vou foln
me, today?"

“Thanks a lot,” sald Neill. “Cer-
tninly is kind of you. But this darn
murder case Is so interesting 1
can't tear mysel! away

Kettering laughed, "Oh well, il
you prefer murder to fishing, 1

ean't do anything for you. Another
day, I hope."
(Copwrighe, 1007, be Nulbori Ponbar)

Nelll makes an exciling dhicovery
on e yachi, Inmorrow,

Rain Badly Needed
For Winter Wheat

WASHINOTON, Sept. 80 —(AP)—

|Missionaries Urge
U. S. Aid For China

| BMANGHAL Sept, 30—{AP) Thirty

|

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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Shot Thut Sank & Navy
Libaria, the American-founded pe-
gro repubilic of Afries. declared war
on Cermany in 1017 On Apri 10
of tha following year. & Cerman sube
marine emergsd from the waters off
Monrovis, Liberia’s eapial, bombard-
od the pity, destrosed & Wireless stat-
tion dnd sent the republic’s sntire
naval force to the hottom with one
well-simed totpedo. Liberia's “entire
navy" eonzisted af o single shop, the
"Presldent | Howard!! The GCierman |
submarine wns sunk n oahort timn
lnter by a British erilser,

The rest of Liberia’s participhtion

in the world war consistad of send-
Ing seviral  bundred  Jaborers  to
France,

Auimnl Dam Bullders
Juat nbaut the last word In ecop-
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omy (s the method used by enginesrs
of the U. 8. soll conservation service
In bullding check gams in the south-
u'eat When ths engineers want a
check dam bullt in a gully they
choosa a aite, throw in tree bmnches
and other ltter, then lsave the rest
to the pack rate. Rarely does the
“bait” fall to work.

Pack rats, upon running across the
enginesra’ balt, bulld thelr nests
there, using stones, weeds, cactis,
slicks. eotc, for conatruction mnate-
rinls. Rains ndd to the dam thus
bullt by deposting sllt and debris on
the pack rmts’ nest. The resulting
fdam, enginrers say, Ia Just about as
navy" consisted of a singie ahip, the
relves. Bilt and debris continue to
vollect in the gully avove the dam,

SUBURBAN HEIGHTS
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FRED PERLEY HAD JOTIED DOWN A BRIEF ADDRESS FOR HIS
WIFE 10 MPRE IN INTRODUCING THE MAYOR AT A MEETING J
OF THE CLUB; BUT UNFORTUNATELY SHE 60T THE WRONG SIDE
OF THE PAPER ON WHICH HE HAD SCRIBBLED SOME OPINIONS
OF THE MAYOR, USED IN HIS SPEECH THE NIGHT BEFORE AT THE
TAXPAYERS’ PROTEST MEETING

in many places three and four fest
deep.  As nilt fills in above, pack rats
birlld the dam higher and higher un-
111 further cutting in the wash I
halted,

It is not just & hit or miss propo-
sition, sccording to the U. 5. depart-
ment of agricuiture. The engineers
keop accurate. aceounts on their anti-
mal ‘helpers and know just about
how large & job the mats can handle
successfully and about How long it
will take them to completa the Job.

Cactusa plants are especially favored
as nest bullding materials by pack
mts in Arizonn, The oactl usually
takea toot and by growing maks the
dam more effective an time paases

Tonmorrow:  What Great Law Was
Passed Recanse of a Joke?

PRIVY PURSE CLERK
CONFERS WITH DUKE

PARIB, Bapt. 30— (AP) A vialt taths
Duke of Windsor by T, H. Oprter,
chief clerk sceountant of the privy

purse offtes of the king's housshold
in London, gnve rise to eon jeetum |
today that the former British mone

\giled yesterday. it

areli's finanelal affairs were unter |
dincupsion.

Carter mnade the trip to Paris yea-
terdny eapecially to see the duke, |

T =
Lord Peel Dies, |

LONDON, Sapt, 38—(AP) Lord Wil-
Unm Hobert Wellestey Peel, chairman
of ths roval commisatlon on Palastine,
was announged to-

fdny. Lord Peel, 70, had served the
Britali empirs (n many parts of the |
world. The lsst few montis of his)
life he apent defending the commise

slon’s plan to partition Paleating into
Arab and Jewish states and a British
mandntad territory.
— e
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'chmv AND BETTY-
WU, PRETENDING
THAT THEY LOST THEIR
JOBS WITH THE THREE
POINT AIRWAYS, AFTER
BENTLY INSTITUTED
SUIT AGAINST THE
COMPANY, CHARGING
MEGLIGEMCE IN THE
DEATH OF HIS WIFE,
ASKED THE DuDEe
RAMCH OWMER IF HE
WOULD GRANT THEM A
COMCESSION TO TAKE
HIS GUESTS O FLYING
TCURS. . BEMTLY TELLS
THEM TO COME UP
TO HIS PRIVATE
OFFICE . . 2929
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—On Dangerous Ground!

HE KMEW ME, TOMMY!
HIS EYES BULGED :
OUT WHEN HE
Saw ME |

YES. BUT THEY
HAD OUR PICTURES
IN THE PAPERS

HE DIDM'T
HAVE THE
EXPRESSION
OF ONE WHO
HAD SEEN
MY PICTURE

SOME-

AT ME ....
ALMOST
FEARFULLY
AS THOUGH
HE WAS
AFRAID
WAS GOING
TO ACCUSE
HiM OF

NOT SO GOo0oD! wele
GOT TO STEP

CAu‘r:ouser FROM
MOwW OMN/!. .. HNOT
AFRAID, ARE YOUT
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NOT WHILE
YOU'RE WITH

By EDWIN ATLGER
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