SYHUPSIS! Wealthy, fashy
Preazcott Fonning abducts Janet
from Baltimore on his yacht She
peta word to Neill, o young fed-
wral apent who loves her. Rush-
ing to Absalom’s Harbor, he
boards the yacht and finds, in
Jocked cabin, Fanning shot dead
end Jonet in a faint, o gua be-
#ide her. Nelll hides her in the
distised Linera up the river, Buck
&t the village he resumes his flah-
erman role fo twateh develop-
ments, offering to help Mark Bon-
niger, a keen local man who tokes
eharge of the investigation. Ket-
Sering, o Baltimore lawyer, i2 on
hand to flah, and queer little Da~
oid Eyster, who hated Fenning,
shows up.

Chapter 18
Dangerous Conference
AVING anccepted Neill, Bon-
niger (n his grave way was

d to be friendly. After din-
ner in the hotel ho suggested that

ke and Neill and Kettering should
sit down somewhere and discuss
the case.

“I'd be glad to hear nny migges-
Hons you or Ketlering may hove
to offer."”

Neill hardened with a sense of
the danger of such a conference.
Ho must appear to be working
with them, while he played his
own hand, He must study every
word that he uttered. Bonniger
was not the sort of a man to be
saxlly confused by false lssues,
Above all he must take care not
to overplay his hand. At the same
time Nelll was consclous of the

im humor of the situntion. To
g asked to sit down nnd discuss
the best way of catching himself!

"Kettoring, 1 think, should be
lold who you are sald Bon-
niger, “if you have no ol?jec!aons."

“rhat's all rght with me,” said

eill, “as long as the newspaper
oys don't get hold of it."

“] will protect you with the
press”

They taok possession of the little

rlor back of the hotel affice, and

ed the door to keep out the
sver~-present mob. The motor bus
had arrived, and Bonniger had

been closeted with McGee, the en- | |

gineer. Neill's chief anxiety at the
moment was to learn {f McGee had
said a.nphlnu to Bonniger about
ealling him up at the Stafford. If
he had, it wouldn't lead the inves-
tigator directly to Neill, because
he was registered at the Stafford
under an assumed name. But Bon-
niger wodld be abla to get a ood
description of him at the hotel.

"What did you get from Me-
Gec?" asked Neill carelessly,

“McGee's story corraborates the
other three as to the events lend-
ing up to the murder," sald Bon-
niger, "MeGoe himselt is outside
suspleion becausa he went to
town on Tuesdny mnrninig. 1 got
one new thing out of him, He con-
fessed to leaving n gun where Lhe

r} could get ik He was sorry for

r. I showed him the gun with
which Fanning was shot, and he
{dentified it as his"

Neill was relieved in mind,

Kettering was much impressed
when he wus told who Netll was.
“It's providentinl that you should
be here,” he said.

T don't kknow," sald Neill. *“Mur-
der is a little out of my line."

“I've never solved a murder,”
sald Kettering, *'but I've defended
more than one murderer.”

Neill did not care much for Ket-
.ﬂng. Ha was too wordy. He had
an idea that Bonniger did not
faney him either, But the man
had a bright mind, He could
pounce on the weakness of an
argument. Bonniger and hotter-
ing mnade & formidable combinas
ton to be up ngainst. Neill let
them do most of the talking.

Theorlzing

ONNIGER lald out the known

facts. He took it for granted
that the misaing girl had shot Fan-
ning. “Strange that nothing has
turned up todny to l.‘!l.llh“!fl her
identity,” he sald, “The story has
been out on the streets of Balti-
more for hours, but nobody hns
eome forward Lo tell us who sho is;
Nobody hns reported a girl miss-
ing. It 1 am to believe the stories
of the crew, she was a gir] of re-
markable besuty, Such a one ought
to be well known."

For Neill this was all to the good.

“The evidence suggests that
some man helped her to escape
from Lhe yachl" Bonniger con-
tinved, "1t may have been a friend,
or it may hnve been a stranger
bent on rescuing a woman in dis-
tress, It's ensy (ot a beautiful gir)
to find meh to help het, of coutse,
But neither girl, man nor skifl
has been seen since they left the
yacht. Where did they go? How
could a beautiful girl in a pink
evening dress and black velvet
wrap disappear without having
baen soen by someone?”

“Perhaps the «kifl swamped out
tn the bay and they were
drowned,” sald Kettering,

“It's a possibility.”

Nelll put 1
“IL Fanning attack

HCartuin.g 2 would have
to prove that she had not previ-
ously encouraged his advances.
The crew testified thnt she seemed
to come aboard the yacht will-

Kettering offered an altzrnative
theory, that one of the crew might
have shot Fanning before coming
ashors to the movies.

Bonniger would hava none of
it. “Suppose one of thesa men shot
Fanning to save the girl {from him.
Is it likely they would go ashore
and leave her alone with the
body?"

“Perhaps they procursd a akift
for her," suggested Neill

“Impossible, It was broad day-
light when the crew came ashora
and 50 people saw them. ¥
went direc J’ to the movia the-
ater and pald their way In"

“No," Bonnl?ar continued, “1
lquestioned each man separately
this afternoon, and their stories
hung together, Fanning, the girl
and another couple cume nboard
Monday night and had dinner.
Jolly party; plenty of champagne.
Later the other couple went
ashore. When the yacht started
down the bay, the crew suspected
that the girl might have been ab-
ducted because she had hrought
no baggage aboard. And as Walter,
the steward, said: ‘She was the
kind of a girl who might lead 2
man to do something crazy!'"

“Yot they stood for it," sald
Neill ungril}'. "What kind of men
were they?"

Bonniger looked a lttle sur-
rised at his indignation, (Sleadrl
eill warned himsell.) “Well,
they weren't sure of it because,
they said, she didn't cry or carry
on in any way."

“Some women don't ery when
they're in trouble. They turn
stony."”

“Quite right. Anyhow, you can't
expect men of that sort to play
the part of heroes. Fanning was
thelr boss, , . . The gun clinches
the cnse ngainst the girl" Bon-
niger sald firmly. “She fired the
shot, I take it, and her helper came
pn the scene afterwards”

The Crew Saw Him

EILL had the sense of a net
slowly being drawn around
him and Janet, “You only assume
that she had a helper," suggested
Neill. “There is no proof of it."

Bonniger ﬁ;‘:runu # surprize on
him. "Certalnly there is proof. The
three men who were sleeplng on
board saw him."”

“Saw him?" echoed Neill, "How
eould that be? .. When?'
“They eouldn't tell me the hour.
Somelime In the middle of the
night"

“"Tn the middle af the night!"
*What is there about that which
is so surprising to you?"

Once more Neill was warned not
to betray so much feeling in the
cnse. Ho laughed. “Oh, nothing"
he sald, "only It was fixed in my
mind that Fanning wns shot and
the girl got away before the crew
relurped from the movies"™
“Certainly Foanning was killed
and the girl's friend came on the
scene before the crew got back."
said  Bonniger, “because they
henrd neither the shot nor the
breaking in of the cabin door. But
it appears from their stories that
the two did not make their finnl
getaway until some hours Inter,

Nedll” concealed his confusion
behind a wooten face.

“What did the crew tell you?"
asked Kettering.

“They returned to the vacht at
10: 18, All was quiet abosrd and
they turned in. [hey sleep in th
forepeak. Some time later the
stoward, Whalter, said he wa:
awnkened by n nolse on deck, A
fow moments were lost while he
was awakening his mates, and they
were pulling on thelr pants.

"When they stuck their heads
otit of the fore hotch, the man war
on deck. He saw them and went
over the side like » sireak. They
could only sgee him dimly. They
couldn't describe him beyond the
fact thot he was a big man. He
i}ullnd awny swiftly in the dark.

hey thought at the time that it
was & robber*

"What about the girl?™

*They didn't see her. I assume
that she threw herssl! in the bot-
I?m of the skilf to escape observa-
tion."

This explanation explained
nothing 80 far as Neill was con-
cerned. So there had been an-
other visitor to the yucht after he
und Janet hod left it. Who was it?
he asked himself. What was he
after?

"Where do you suppose this guy
was when the crew came back?"
asked Kettering. "1f he had a skiff
:;".I!' him  they must have seen

*1 am supposing that he heard
the crew coming” sald Bonniger,
“and rowed off a little way (n the
dork to give them lime to get
below and go to aleep”

“Sure!" sald Kottering.

‘“ll']‘ was a false deduction,
| though a natural one, and Nei
eould alford Lo smile at it ity
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