
J

PXGT5 FOTTRTfiTUT' 1 - frrEDFgRP MXTL TRTBTJNE, MTDFORD. (TREGOy. FRIDAY. SFPTEfBFR. 24. 1937.

MAIL By CLUYAS WILLIAMSthe darh shipsTill STRANGE AS IT SEEMS By JOHN HIX
V HULBCRT rOOTNKR For further proof address fha author, fnelosmg a (tamped aoTalope far reply. Bc TJ. & Pat. OC

"Cerlaiiiv - . would have
to prove that she had not previ-
ously encouraged his advances.
The crew testified that she seemed
to come aboard the yacht will-

ingly."
Kettering offered an alternative

theory, that one of the crew might
kim ahnt Fanninff before coming
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SICuHSlS: (Vtollhv. flashy
Prucott fonntna abducts Janet
from Balttmor on hit yacht. Sh
gett word to Weill, a young fed-

eral agent who los her. Rush-n- g

to Absalom's Harbor, he
boardi the yacht and lnd. In a
locked cabin, fanning ehot dead
and Janet in a faint, a gun

her. Weill hidei her in the
disused linere up the rioer. Back

t the oillage he reeumei hU fish-

erman role to match dctielop-tnent- e,

offering to help Mark r,

a keen local man who take

charge of the Investigation. Ket-

tering, a Baltimore lawyer, is on
Hand to Ish, and queer little Da-e-ld

luster, mho hated Tanning,
ehows up.

. Chapter 18

Dangerous Conference

HAVING accepted Neill,
In his grave way wai

disposed to be friendly. After din-

ner in the hotel he suggested that
be and NeiU and Kettering should
tit down aomewhere and discuss
the case.

Td be glad to hear any sugges-
tions you or Kettering may have
to offer."

Neill hardened with a sense of
the danger of such a conference.
He roust appear to be working
with them, while he played his
own hand. He must study every
word that he uttered. Bonniger
was not the sort of a man to be
easily confused by false issues.
Above ali he must take care not
to overplay his hand. At the same
time Neill was conscious of the
grim humor of the situation. To
be asked to sit down and discuss
the best way of catching himselfl

"Kettering, I think, should be
told who you are," said Bon-

niger, "if you have no objections.
"That's all right with'me," said

Heill, "as long as the newspaper
boys don't get hold of it."

1 will protect you with the
press."

They took possession of the little
parlor back of the hotel office, and
locked the door to keep out the

nt mob. The motor bus
had arrived, and Bonniger had
been closeted with McGee, the en-

gineer. Neill's chief anxiety at the
moment was to learn if McGee had
aid anything to Bonniger about

calling him up at the Stafford. If
he had, it wouldn't lead the inves-

tigator directly to Neill, because
he was registered at the Stafford
under an assumed name. But Bon-

niger would be able to get a good
description of him at the hotel.

"What did you get from Mc-

Gee?" asked Neill carelessly.
"McGee's story corroborates the

other three as to the events lead-

ing up to the murder," said Bon-

niger. "McGee himself is outside
suspicion because he went to
town on Tuesday morning. I got
one new thing out of him. He con-

fessed to leaving a gun where the
girl could get it He was sorry for
her. I showed him the gun with
which Fanning was shot, and he
identified it as his."

Neill was relieved In mind.
Kettering was much impressed

when he was told who Neill was.
"It's providential that you should
be here," he said.

1 don't know," said Neill. "Mur-
der is a little out of my line."

"I've never solved a murder,"
aid Kettering, "but I've defended

more than one murderer."
Neill did not care much for Ket-

tering. He was too wordy. He had
an idea that Bonniger did not
fancy him either. But the man
had a bright mind. He could
pounce on the weakness of an
argument, Bonniger and Ketter-

ing made a formidable combina-
tion to be up against. Neill let
them do moat of the talking.

Theorising
laid out the knownBONNIGER
took it for granted

that the missing girl had shot Fan-

ning. "Strange that nothing has
turned up today to establish her
identity,1' he said. "The story has
been out on the streets of Balti-
more for hours, but nobody has
come forward to tell us who she is.
Nobodv has rcoortcd a sirl miss

"Po'P.A owe. that " s "
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ashore to the movies.
Bonniger would have none of

it. "Suppose one of these men shot
Fanning to save the girl from him.
Is it likely they would go ashore
and leave her alone with the
body?"

HCrkoni thv nrnrnred a skiff
for her," suggested Neill.

"Impossible. It was broaa aay-lig- ht

when the crew canoe ashcae
nri 80 neoole saw them. They

went directly to the movie the
ater and paw tneir way in.

"No," Bonniger continued, "1

'questioned each man separately
this afternoon, and their stones
hung together. Fanning, the girl

.nthal nntinlA MmA BDOard

Monday night and had dinner.
Jolly party; plenty of champagne.
Later the other couple went
ashore. When the yacht started
down the bay, the crew suspected
that the girl might have been

iha hnri hroueht
no baggage aboard. And as Walter,
the steward, saia: one wb um
kind or a gin wno mignt ieaa .
man to do something crazyl' "

uV.t tl,s .fnnri fnr it." Bfiid

Neill angrily. "What kind of men
were they?'r

Bonniger looked a little sur--
-a - hi. inrtiifnattinn. fSteadVI

Neill warned himself.) "Well,
they weren't sure ol it Decause,

they said, she didn't cry or carry
on in any way."

"Some women don't cry when
they're in trouble. They turn
stony."

"Onita rioVit Anvhow. VOU Can't

expect men of that sort to play
the part oi neroes. ramuiip wu
their boss. . . . The gun clinches
,U- - a, acfolnt V0 eirl." RnTl- -
niger said firmly. "She fired the
shot, I take it, and her neiper came
on the scene afterwards.'

The Crew Saw Him

had the Bense of a net '

NEILL
being drawn around

him and Janet. "You only assume
that she had a helper," suggested
Neill. "There is no proof of it."

Bonniger sprung a surprise on
him. "Certainly there is proof. The
three men who were slteping on
board saw him."

"Sam him?" echoed Neill. "How
could that be? . . . When?"

"They couldn't tell me the hour.
Sometime in the middle of the

th mMrlla nf th nlohtt"
"What is there about that which

la so surprising to you?"
Unce more Weill was warnea not

to betrny so much feeling in the
case. He laughed. "Oh, nothing,"
he said, "only it was fixed in my
mind that Fanning was shot and
the girl got away Beore the crew
returped from the movies."

"Certainly Fanning was killed
and the girl's friend came on the
scene before the crew got back,"
said Bonniger, "because they
heard neither the shot nor the
breaking in of the cabin door. But
it appears from their stories that
the two did not make their Una)
getaway until some hours later."

Neill concealed his confusion
behind a wooden face.

'What did the crew tell you?"
asked Kettering.

"They returned to tne yacnt at
10:15. All was quiet aboard and
they turned in. lliey sleep in the
forepeak. Some time later the
steward, Walter, said he was
awakened by a noise on derk. A

few moments were lost while he
was awakening his mates, and they
were pulling on their pants.

"When they stuck their heads
out of the fore hatch, the man was
on deck. He saw them and went
over the side like a streak. They
could only see him dimly. I hey
couldn't describe him beyond the
fact that he was a big man. He
pulled away swiftly in the dark.
They thought at the time that it
was a robber."

"What about the girl?"
"They didn't see her. I assume

that she throw herself in the bot-

tom of the skiff to escape observa-
tion."

This explanation explained
nothing so far as Neill was con-
cerned. So there had been an-
other visitor to the yacht after he
and Jnnet had left it. Who was it?
he asked himself. What was ha
after?

"Where do you suppose this guy
was when the crew came back?
asked Kettering. "If he had a skiff
with him they must have seen
it."

"I am supposing that ha heard
the crew coining, said Bonniger,
"and rowed off a little way in the
dark to give them time to get
below and go to sleep."

"Surel" said Kettering.
This was a false deduction,

though a natural one, and NeiU
could afford to smile at it

Kelll aiiraks bark to Janrt with
rlothes and supptlf a, Mondar.

Middle-Age- d Diana
Gets Four Pointer

PHNIHJCTON, Sept. 34. (AP)
HprlghUy Mrs. Dora Ijno Moyer,

Pendleton woman. mak no
apologies for her ago. Already atio
la mnnrerei among tho awvewfui
nuntrr who have bagged their deer
this aeaeon.

On the second day h wa hunt-
ing In the Lehman Spring district
of the Blue mountain when a four
point buck cam In sight. Calmly she
drew aim and brought down the

uulmal.
Thrilled? "U'a more run to hah."

nhe said.

Smokers Hmik I inmate
PAADE.NA. Ca- t- UP i --Out of JK3

fnnwt fire that Inflicted a damage
of 9AA7.40A. local authnrltle estimate
that 1,043 of the flrea were canned
by people who circlcwly threw away
cltaretto or cigar ituUa.

lish priority. When Thomas Edison
tiled hla application with the U. S.
Patent Office for a- "phonograph of
speaking machine," in, 1877, however
this was far from true. So sweeping?
revolutionary was the idea of repro-

ducing sound with a machine that
patent officials issued the inventor
a patent 67 days after it was applied
for. His patent on ft system of elec-

trical distribution was not granted
until more than seven and a half
years after he applied for It. The ap-

plication was filed In January, 1860,
and the patent was granted In Aug-
ust, 1887.

Edison filed application for a pat-
ent on the phonograph In Oreat Brit-

ain almost six months before he ap-

plied for one In the United States.

challenges to fight duels from local
nazls because he refused to discuss
the proposition to name two streets
after prominent defunct

t The Swedish state and private rail-
ways give language courses for their
employes. Courses which last 18
months are given In English and Ger-
man.

THIVJW. TUtV'MF- - AnT aAt--

paid approximately its face value to
keep It In circulation.

It la cheaper, of course, to Issue

paper money of larger- denomination
in relation to Its face value. There Is

no appreciable difference In the cost
of Issuing a bill as com-

pared to a bill. During the
fiscal year 1937, the U. S. Bureau of
Engraving and Printing printed and
delivered 060,190.300 pieces of paper
currency with a total face value of

3,798.304.000. This was Issued at an
approximate cost of $5,000,000.

Phonograph Patent
Because most modern Inventions re-

sult from the contributions of many
minds. It Is often difficult' to estab

The members of the Imperial fam-

ily and the government were pres-
ent In the shrine of the palace as
the emperor prayed to his ancestors
for special protection and guidance
In the undeclared war In China.

' f
Faces 10(1 Duels

BUDAPEST. (UP) Joseph Palffy,
mavor of Szeeed. near-b- received 100

the Act!
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By HAL FORREST

Money Co.hU

It takes money to make money,"
la an old adage and Juat a true for
the United States as for any of Ita
citizens. Every thousand pieces of pa--
por currency cost the government
about five dollars to print and de-
liver.

The cost of Issuing paper money Is
even higher than these figures In-

dicate, due to the fact that ail paper
money ultimately wears out. When a
bill reaches the Federal Reserve Banks
or Treasury after being spent once
too orten, It Is destroyed and a nice
new one is Issued to take Its place.
Thus, strange as It seems, when a

bill Is re-- 1 waned for the
300th time, the government will have

Hirohitho Prays To
Sun Goddess Kin

TOKYO. Sept. 34. (AP) Emperor
Hlrohito, in ancient ceremonial robes,
today celebrated the festival of the
autumnal equinox In honor of his
ancestress, the win goddess, as the
134th of'sn unbroken line of rulers.
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ing. If I am to believe the stories
of the crew, she was a girl of re-

markable beauty. Such a one ought
to be well known.

For Neill this was all to the good.
"The evidence suggests that

some man helped her to escape
from the yacht," Bonniger con
tinued. It may have been a mend,
or it may have been a stranger
bent on resell na a woman In dis
tress. It's easy for a beautiful girl
to find men to helD her, of course.
But neither girl, man nor skiff
has been seen since they lert the
yacht. Where did they go? How
could a beautiful girl in a pink
evening dress and black velvet
wrap disappear without having
be?n seen by omeone7

"Perhaps the skiff swamped out
In the bay and they were
drowned, said Kettering.

"It's a possibility."
Neill put in a word for Janet.

"ILFanning attacked the girl, she
tt'us lustilicd in shooting him.

Tailor's Stance
Ruined By Crash

BUFFALO, N. T.. Bopt. 'H. API
A colllMon coat
Oottlleb Hntfutti.r hla pooltlon In
life.

Bo a Jury awarrtrfl lilm MMIO dam-

ages, becaUM he can'l alt
anymore.

Horfstettrr, 79, la a tailor.

Educated Bovine
Has Bag Of Tricks

KEAKNKY. Mb., Bept. 34. (AP)
Quornte it by no menna an ordlntry
cow.

Drlos Wilkin, her ownrr, M)v "ahe

eat gincrnnfipe off a pinto at a
table, mokB a pipe, 11m down awl
nortw, We.lt w. halancrs on a

and gfnernl.y betiavra na no
othej" cow ever dow. tn public.

13m UaU Trlbuut t aut Mia.
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