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By GLUYAS WILLIAMS| ,

SYnuraiS: Wealthy, faany
Prescott Fanning kidnaps Janet,
& .altimore pirl, cboard his
yecht, She gets word to Nelll, a
::nlﬂ federal agent who loves

. Rushing to Absalom's Har-
bor, he boards the yachs ond finds,
i o locked cabin, Fanning shot
dend and Jene! in a faint, a gun
beaide hor. Nelll hides har in the
disused liners up the river Back
ot the village he resumes hia fish-
erman role fo wateh develop-
mente. Mark Bonniger, a kee.
local man, i called in to lead the
murder investipation. Kettering,
& Baltimora lawyer there to Ash,
offers to introduce Neill.

Chapter 17
Eyster Beckons

BON'NTGEB. Wilson and Vir,
were now on the store porch,
ing hailed Bonniger with
customary heartiness, and
brought up Nelll to be introduced.
Bonnigar shook hands with Naill
usly, but let it be seen that

be had other things on his mind.
“I reckon this will spoil the fish~
ing,” said Kstlering umoroualfr
*but of course we've got to ho d

? the law’'s hands at such a time, | k

there's mythin,‘ 1 ean do, Bon-
niger, call on me,
sald Bonniger

“Thank you"
dovly. “1 may be glad of a little
legal advice

“Always at your service," said
Kettering.

A thought struck Bonniger.
"Look, Kettering—the dead man
was known to his crew as John
Barrett of New York. But he
boarded his yacht in Baltimore
night befare last, and I've gn idea
he may belong there, You have a
wide acquaintance in Baltimore.
Come have a look at him."

ey crossed the road and en-
dered the shed. Neill managed to
alip in before the door was closed.
Fanning's body lay on a tresile
with asheet pulled over it. Already
thers was & smell of death In the
nce. Virgil took the edge of the
theet between thumb and finger
and gingerly pulled it down. The
dead man's face was composed

w. A lock of hair concealed the

ole in his forehead,

“Good Godl IV's Prescott Fan-
glngl" cried Kettering. “I didn't

ow he had a yacht!"

*What do you know about him?"

*Only what everybody knows,"
paid Kettering. He related it.

"From New York?" sald Bon-
niger. "We must put out lines
there. The rest is only Baltimore

p. Can't you give me some-
ng particular about the man?"

Kettering shook his head, “I
didn't know him at alL I saw him
everywhers, but I haven't spoken
to him above three times, and then
only to pass the time of day."

“Well, we have established hls
name, That's a beginning” said
Bonniger. “I'll have inquiries
made In Baltimore and New York.”

They returned to the store with
Neill tagging along. Bonniger dis-
appeared Into the back office to
telephone, and Virgil went be-
hind the counter to wait on Ket-
tering. Neill hung about at the
back of the store until Bonniger
appenred again. He had decided to
make a bold play.

“Can I speak to you for a mo-
ment?” he as i

Bonniger gave him a keen look.
He was not 8 man that you could
fool with. “Have you information
to give me about this case?”

eill faced him out grinning.
*Yes and no," he said. “I want to
effer you my services.”

*“In what capacity?"

*1T was introduced to you just
pow as Ford Wheatley. My right
name is Neill Tryon and I'm a
member of the treasury depart-
ment's narcotic squad.” He pro-
duced his credentials,

Bonniger read them and handed
them back. “It's & good work you
people are doing,” he said in his
grave way,

“This i In eonfidence,” said
Nelll, "I'm supposed to be lying
low for a few days,"

“Surely . . . What brought you
e this out-of-the-way spot?"

"Fishing,” sald Neill. I never
anticipated anything like this, but
here I am if I can help wou. 1
reckan you'll need help. These

ple mean well, but Lord,
my'rn dumbl”

Honniger's stern face broke up

chades Vilga wEs lew:ing against
a porch post walching the crowd.

The pollce were still keeping
them moving up and down the
road between store and whart. The
shed was the great object of the
people’s curiosity.

“Looks like a regular met-
rolopus, don't 82" r ked Virgil,

Suddenly among those ap-
proaching from the right, Nelll
Eicked out a familiar figure. It was

avid Eyster, Fanning’s half-
crazy little trailer. There was no
mistaking the ;u{l figure cease-
lessly turning is head from side
to side. Eyster saw Neill, too, and
it was too late to slip in the store,

There was a new quality in

ter's grin which reminded
eill of devil's laughter. Yet the
tragic look showed in his eyes
unchanged. As Neill put it to him-
self, the devil was still in hell, but
something had pleased him. Naill
sald to Virgil:

“That's a queer litile customer
yonder in the gray suit.”

“Quare is the word, mister, Last
night when I seen him first it give
me the creeps.”

“Last night?" Neill echoed.

*Sure he first come around last
night after the movies, I don't
now where he's from. Won't
speak.”

This gave Nelll fresh food for
thought. If the yacht hnd been
driven into Absalom's by sceldent,
how could Eyster have learned
her presence there so soon?

When Eyster came abreast of
Neill he Twa him a lock of mean-

ing and Jerked his head slightl
in the direction of up the road.
It wnﬁcicariy a summons to follow
and Neill became a little hot. To
come fo heel at the beck of this
repellent little man went against
the grain, yel it was wiser not to
disobey until he found out how
much Eyster knew.

So Neill left Virgil and strolled
up the rond with a wooden face,
Just beyand the store the road
tock a turn to the left and,
crossing the narrow neck, turne
sharp to the ril%ht and followed
the river bank., The shanty which
served as n post office stood on the
river corner, and Eyster waited
for Neill in its shadow, All the
other promenaders turned back
before they came to the river,

Nelll Bluffs It Out
“WELL, what do you want?"
asked Nelll grimly.

"Just to ghake your hand," said
Eyster with his crazy grin. “You
must give me that satisfaction,
You're a fine fellow, and I'm your
friend.”

Neill gave him his hand. He
couldn’t trust his offers of friend-
ship, And he didn't want him for
a friend anyhow. But he eouldn't
quarre! with the man.

"I see you've washed your
pants" sald Eyster,

“So it was you who sent me
that note."

"Sure‘ I been keeping my eye
on you.'

“Since when?"

“Since you rowed out to the
yacht last night.”

A chill struck through Neill, He
bluffed it out. "You're crazy! I
haven't been on the yacht.”

“Friends shouldn't lie to ench
othar,” said Eyster.

“How did you know the yacht
was here?" asked Nelll

“1 told you I hind made my ar-
rangements”

“When did you get here?"

Eyster looked out over the river.
Like a child, he made out to be
deaf when he didn't want to an-
SWRL 0 question.

“Did you come alone?” asked

"1 am always alone. ™

*1 reckon you were out rowing
yoursel! last night.”

“I have ne.er bean in m row-
boal," sald Eyater, "I wouldn't
know how to swing an oar.”

This .omehow had the ring of
truth, H it was true, Neill llrured,
there was another unknown factor
in the case

Meanwhile Eyster's strange,
tragic eyes were fixed on his face.
“T wish I had a son like you,” he
=id unexpectedly. “You are my
idea of what a young fellow ought
to be-—cool, hard and ahle. I woi ld
do anything for vou. You can de-
pend on me to the death.”

This put Nelll's teeth on edge.
Too meladramatic. Even .f sincere,
which he doubted, the “friendship"
of this erazy little man would be
terribly dangerous to him now.

“If you want to do nie a ser-
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Under 10 Flags

Tirst eclaimed for Spain by right
of De Soto's explorations, Loulslana
oame under the rayal fleur-de-lis flag
of France in 1881 whon the Prench
explorar, La Salle, ciaimed the region
for his king.

Ninoty yoars Iater France ceded tho
Provinee of Louwlalana to Spajn. The
Spaniah fing, greatly altersd In de-
algn slnce it had [iest flown over
Loulslann, wns holsted at New Or-
leana In 1760, The Unlon Jack wns
the next flag to wave in Louisiana
breezes.  Through ocession, England
eame thto all the Lojlstang territory
now known as the Spanish pariahes
mnd neld 16 for 10 yohrs—1703-1770

Louisiann's fifth flag was the kri-

color of the French Republie, mised
in 1803 after Napoleon foroed Spain
to cede the aren to France. In the
same year Napoleon sold Lowlsians
to the United States and the Amer-
lean flag of 16 stars and 15 stripes
was holsted at New Orleans on No-
vembar 30,

Renidents of the Florida pariahes
ware of the bellef that their section
wasn not included i the Loulsiana
purchase, bowever, and formed the
Hepublic of West Florida ,unfurling
the Lone Star flag in 1810, The
republic. was pescefully dissolved a
ahort while later.

Paced with the Civil war. Louisiana
soceded from the Usilon in 1861 and
ralsed the Natlonal Flag of Loulslann

on February 12, This flag wee given
up In favor of that of tha Confed-
arata Statas of America & few days
Inter.
the American flag, Loulsiana flies her
stats flag.

“erying clock™
250 B. C. assertedly by Ctesibius, &
Greek philosopher snd mechanlcian
of Alexandria.
face filled a vissal and raised a float-
ing

hours

Butllt of Grass!

Today, in conjunction with

OrMng Cloek
Deploring the passage of time, the
was  inventad about

The tears from the

figure which polnted to the
marked on a vertioal scale.

Tomorrow: The Rajllroad Bridge |
1

FORMER SWEETHEART |

QUIZZED IN SLAYING|

NEW YORK, Sept. 2. — () — An |
Mieged formor aweatheart Was ques-
tloned by pollee toxlay In cannection |
with the mystery slaying of George
O. Prank, 47, stock firm teller, whoss
body, with a bullet through the
bratn, was found on a RAraklyn side-
walk early yesterday

Acting Police Capt. George Galla- |
gher sald the woman, about 37 vears
old, = vlerk in a Manhatian bank,
admitiad being In Frank's company
n faw hours before his dedth, Her
name wan withheld

—_—
WASHINOTON, Sepr. 213, —

hearings through the south and west
Héxt month preparntory to writing a

converge at Oklahoma City,
October 17. |

rliage  licenses
included: Irs Krogness, 33, and Mar-|
" (Y — | jorie Taylor, 22, both Klamagh Palls, !
T'wo groips of sanators wno will hold | gre.

Okln.

*

To Wed In Heno,
RENO, Nev.. Bopt. 23, — (4% — Mar-
1aEued  ale  Vestarday |

B E—— |
Closing time for T'oo Late to Clas- |
|

! general farm Bl arranged today 10 sify Ads Ia 1:30 [
—

THE MORNING AFMER THE MEN’S CLUB
MEETING AT WHICH HI5 BRAND. NEW HAT
DISAPPEARED, WiTH AN OLD UNDER -
S1ZED ONE LEF{ IN V15 PLACE, FRED PERLEY
MADE HIMSELF PRETTY OBJECTIONABLE
AT THE STATION, SNATCHING OFF FRIENDS' HATS
AND PEERING SUSPICIOUSLY AT THE LINING

917 _

(Copyright, 1837, by The Bell 8yndicats, Inc.)
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Tommy Plans the Act!

By HAL FORREST

e

ETERMIMED TO
} LLOW UP HIS
CLUES, TOmMM™MY,
ACCOMPANIED BY
BETTY-LOU, IM A
TWO -SEATER PLANE
ARE EBLY ING
TOWARD BEMNTLYS
DUDE RANCH
WHERE TOMMY
il BELIEVES THAT HE
WILL FIND THE
ANSWER TO THE
RIDDLE OF
MRS BEMNTLY'S
“YwSTERIOUS
DEATH

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—

Begin Here!

PRETTY,

[ YOu JUST LOOK
AS THOUG
YOU THINK BEMNTLY
WOULD BE
~1 MICE FELLOW
TO KMOwW!

-
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By EDWIN ALGER

In an attractive smile. “You're | vice, keep away from me, see? We
right, they're pretty dumb,” he |must never be seen together. No-
said. "1 have to admit it, though |body must know that we are ae-
they're my own people.” He|qualpted”
searched Naill's faco with hi:I “Right!" said Eyster. *My idea
steady eyes, The examination was [ exactly. Just this one meeting to
satisfactory, and he affered hi;lcznu-nt ‘e friendship. Then pass
hand. “Very decent of you to offer | as strangers. 'l go around by the
ta help, Tryon, You must be 10 beach ans _\.I'Eu return by the road
times the detective, 1 am, | shall “l'li" on me!
be glad to consult with you." He went down the bank with a
h!rtll'a conscience reproached |©TaEy wave of his hand, and Nl
him because he had to play a dou- | Hrned back down the road scowl
ble game with this man. He was | iP& The :ecret which he had su

P
. posed to be all his own was shared
Gt honniger e el 1At By anotber | seemedand perhany

by two. It complicated the situa.
Queer Little Custamer tion damnably,

ERGEANT WILSON came up to | (Coprright, 191, by Waibors Fasinss)
consult with Bonniger, and —
5y Nelll strolled out on the porch.| Benslger, Kettaring and Nelll con-
Kettering had gone with his pur-|fer sn the case, tomorrow.

CATILE PRICE HIHEST

"BEN WEPSTER, COURAGEOUS,
UPSTANDING BOY OF 18,15
COMBIDERING A MEW
CHALLENOE | AND IF ME
EMBARKS UPON THIS
ADVEMTURE, AS SEEMS
LIKELY, HE WILL, OF
COURSE, BE ACCOMPAMIED
BY WIS INSEPARABLE
TOMPANION, BRIAR , A
NOBLE OLD
AIREDALE=

TRADD JORDAN,
AMAN OF MNSTRRY
AND ALSO AN
INNALID WHO
BELIBVES HE
CAN NEVER
RECOVER HIS
HEALTH, HAG ASKED
BEN TO TAKE
CHARGE OF A
SMALL RAILROAD
THE NUSSET
LINE, WHICH HE
OWNS — HE HAS
DOME THIS BELAUGE
HME HAS HBARD OF BENG SUCCES
IN JUST TURNING A LOGING
BUGINESS INTO A AMONEY MAKER-

BUT THERE ARE
OTHER REASOMS, |
TOO-ONE 16 JORDANS
OMLY RELATIVE, HIS — g
BEAUTIFUL I5-YEAR-
OLD GRAMDDAUGHTER,
JULIET JORDAY~-

AND MOST IMPORTANT
15 THE DEQIRE OF Twe

CIANMT COMTIMERTAL
SNSTEM TO TAKE OVER
THE LINE BUT AT A

SALRIFICE PRICE.

S

I'VE TURNED DOWN WELL, LEY
EVERY OME OF THEIR | AAE ASk
PIDDLING OFFERS SOME
BEM - QuesTions =/
— e[

ANOTHER 16 JORDAN'S FAITH
IN THE FUTURE OF THE NUGGET
LINE, SO-MAMED BECAUSE (T
ORIGIMALLY TAPPED A GOLD
MIMNIWG COUNTRY, THOUGH THE
MINES HAVE LONG SINCE BEEM

ABAMDOMED -
O MY, by Juy Jerssa Wil

.

CRAFT FINDS BODY

THE NEBBS - No Buccess

WATs s Gy, ¥ MR ARDLEY, 1 HAVE AN W NOW YOU REPRESENT *'{q;
Funr Has A e o e ?  \ AGREEMENT THAT IVE ONE OF THE CUTSTANDNG X it
! {8 oan HERE?  \AGREEMENT TH IVE LONE OF THE QUTO I \
| POURECE P HES TRVN TO FUT | DRAWN UP FOR A BETTER  |ENTERPRISES 1N NORTHVILLE -
==t BRUCE ARDLEY|| JE2 (P AeR o | UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN /\WONT NYOU TAKE TRIS AND ¢
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elerior and y teller of A 1. 1he CHfcnan Mimetiek marset ves | ™ : BOTH | s N HIS ) i
ome of the west's loat frontier A% | tardny | oe T "'l”‘.ku{}ul {;ﬂm
Gt toaky With one excepllon it was the top THAT ARDLUEY \:‘ iy ¥
For the past 30 years he rode &) .. o &f r Bepiombes 1S NOT IUST /.¢_ —
miule and earried mall from Agones, | g Mirpaseed 8l lifogen = x‘. y
to wihileh & precarious rosd was ol | ouiiie  trade s 181D Wi E
this year, upstream wlong the RORUL | wian 321 50 wouat ' o PRETENDS ™
Yeuterday hla mule returned sider- | o BE SO THEY
lesa And without & seddle. A keatche Scateity of grain fed steers in Lhe A . o
INg party hesdnd by Lb ROy CTAIL | rucm af & SHch doians our 1o _._,,' ARE TRVING I
temparary commander of Agnms COO | Ve O FIND !
camp. found his body at the pase of * ) \:,\,3T '
& 35 foot olitf, his skull crushied | Clusilig Ume tor oo Late 1o Clae- 121 |
sgainst & rock MIy AdS s 130 p.om. i




