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SYNOFSIS: Wealthy,
Prescott Fanning kidnaps Jancl,
8 Baltimore girl, aboerd hiz
yacht, She sends word to Nell, a

ng federal ogeni who loves

. Rushing to Absaiom's Har-
bor, he boards the yacht and finds,
in a locked cabin, Fanning shot
dead and Janet in @ faint, a gun
beride her. Nelll rows her to th
disused liners up the viver and
Mdes her in the best suite. Back
st the village he resumes hi flsh-
erman role to watch develop-
ments. The tounfolk are wildly
excited over the murder. Button
Billings, justice of the pepce, takes
gharge, moves the body and holds
on inguest,

Chaptler 18
Neill's Adversary

AR after car arrived at Absa-
lom's bringing newspaper men
from Washington and Baltimore,
and later from more distant cities:
Norfolk, Richmond, Philadelphia
and even New York. The reportera
spread arcund asking questions.
Other cars brought curlosity-
from all the adjacent
ecounties and even from the city.
Motor-boats from across the ba

were coming Into the harbor as if|

for a regatta. Neill wondered an-
nﬂly what these people did for a
ving. The villagers gave up their
usual occupations and topk u
god points of vantage lo wale

e arrivals and to pnss the latest
news. All this hullabalse made
Neill feel pretty Esrlm, The whole
world, it seemed, was aroused
against him and Janet,

Shortly after 4 o'clock an ear-
splitting chorus of sirens was
heard approaching from up the
river road and a car bearing the

Maryland coat-of-arma sawept
around the corner with an escort
of 10 state constables on motor.

BY HULBERT FOOTNER

eyeles. They pulled up in front of
e store. In the car rode p stove.

Eoklne man that Neill knew must
Bonpiger, and beside him the
sergeant of police In command of
the detachment.

On the store porch Mr. Button |
Billings was waiting with hls|
whiskers |dl swqy;n% in the|
breeze. A little behind him stood |
Virgil Longcope grinning and
ehewing a cigar.

*How do you do, gentlemen?”
said Mr. Billings with dignity. “T
am the representative of the law
here.”

“How are you, Mr. Billings?"
said Bonniger, and Neill saw
he had a sense of humor,

The police officer was Intro-
duced as Sergeant Wilson,

*The deceased is over In the
shed,” said the justice of the peage
mystarfously. "Will you step over
and take a look at him?"

“In the shed?" put in Ber‘nant
Wilsaon sharply, [J'e were told he
was £l'ot aboard his yacht."

“We.l, he was. But we sat on him
in the shed."

Virgil stood by enjoying every
word of this The cigar of the mo-
ment rolled merrily over and over,

“And do you mean {o say you
have moved him?” sald Wilson.
"You have changed everything
about?™

“IU's our custom to sit on a
eorpse.” said Mr. Billings Armly.

“You could have walted antil
wa got here, couldn't you? What

od did the inguest do? Did it es-
ablish anything?"

“The verdict waz: Unknown
man ahot to death at the hands of
person or persons unknown,"

"My God!" said the sergeant,

The crowd laughed, Virgil the
loudest of any. Mr, Button Bill-
inga glared around him and the
hufhler inereased.

“1 wash my hands of this cpsa,"
he announced crushingly, anc
marched away with unshaken dig-
nity, followed by laughter,

Investigators Get To Work
ROM that moment the comedy
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sment in the loft over the siore. A
man was sent out to eject the sou-
venir-hunters from the yacht, and
to mount guard on her deck; one
went out with him 1o get the crew.

“These witnesses must be sep-
arated from the crowd," said Bon-
niger, “Let them be kept in your
guarters over the slore now."

Neill studied Bonniger as he
stood on the porch lssuing his or-
ders. This was his adversary. He
saw a tall, spare man with the fine
agquiline features of the old Mary-
lahd stock, There was good blaod
In this man. At present his face
wore a qrim, stern mask. A man
who could keep his own counsel,
Ha had a qulet volee and the kind
of courteous manner that seems
a little old-fashioned nowadays.

e level gaze of his brown eve
warned Nelll that he had a real
man to deal with here. Bonniger
dressed [n a careless and slightly
old-fashloned style that suited his
tyj)e: broad-brimmed lack hat
solt shirt and flowing tie.

Sergeant Wilzon was of a much
more conventitnal type—a fine
soldierly specimen, and no doubt
a good police officer, but not bril-
liant. Neill disregarded him. Bon.
niger was his man:

onniger, Longcope and Wilson
enterad the store, and a constabli
was placed at the door to kee;
everybody else out. Others kep
the erowd moving back and fort
In the road. It galled Neill to have
to parade with the others, just as il
he had no more than a curiosity-
secker's interest in the case. Hi
determined that somehow or othet
he would get in with Bonniger: he
would make s friend of him sc
that he could be at the center of
things. It would be dangerous
but it would be worth the risk,

Chafing At His Exclusion
SDME time passed before Bon:
*J niger appeared ngain, but Neill

hitel plenty of ovidences of his ac-
= fefirehes of the woods on

The wvillagers
stopped work
and stood
wound pass-
ug the latest
news,

foot and of nearby waters by boal
were organized, each undér the
eommand of a constable, and sent
off. The latter party struck an ugly
fear into Netll, but there was noth-
ing he eould do about it. He hung
arourd on the whnrl watching
thei reparntions and listening.

| The villager whose skiff had been

stolen was describing his eraft to
them, Luckily that skiff was at
the bottom of the river,

Nelll, chafing at hls exclusion,
had to wateh messengers being
despatched in varlous directions,
and different individuals being
taken intg the back office for ques-
tioning, He would have given
n lot to ba nt Bonniger's side.

On the outskiris of the crowd he
ran into Horace Kettering in hiz
old clothes with a row of fish hooks
caught in his hat-brim. Kettoring,
It appeared, had just heard of the
erime on returning from flshing.

“What's this? What'a this?" he
demanded of Nelll

Neill told him the main facts,

Kettering looked comically dis-
gusted. “It's hard enough for me
10 got n few days' holiday, and now
my fishing will ba spoiled by this
uproar! My boy and 1 eaught 30
fish todny., That's more important
to me than a murder!"

“Oh, sure,” said Neill

“What do these hicks pro
do about solving L. e erime?” aaked
Keltering.

“Virgil Longcope has got the
governor to appoint Mark Bonnl-
ger as a specinl investigator.”

“But he's a country gentleman,
not a detective."

“Well, they seem to think he's
the best they've got"

"T've met the man easually In
town. I must go and say how-de-
do to him,"

“What about this Bonniger?"
asked Neill.

“Oh, he's a fine fellow,” sald
Keltering. "Come on. I'll give you
an introduction.”

This was better luck than Neill
had expected.

(Copreighs, IRIT,

M Nalbert Fusivar)

element was eliminated, and
the investigation got to work in

grim earnest. Constables were told |

off to establish police lines, and to
direct trafic, while o At in

Neill Ainde the little man who has
been wakching his movements, bo-

| morrow,
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the suthor, lnclosing s stamped envelope for reply. Reg. U. B Pat OfL
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Roseburg To Enjoy

.
Reduction In Levy
BOSERURO, Oe, Bept. 23— (AP)—
Rosaburg taxpayers will otjoy a re-
duction in the 1038 eity lovy of tw
and one-hall the
ocommittee's 1
Bl & meeling las ght are it
sdopted, Clty RAecorder A ) e
sald todny Rejecting all
for salery Iucroases,
increissd the apormting
#3000 abave that of 1037

the

fequiled for debl service was educed

|Aviatrix Betters

| Air Speed Record

| DETROIT, &ept AP ) =l

ilne O«

92

more than $10,000 as & resuilt of pay- | hout

menl of more than 854,000 oo boud.
od principal. together with retire
ment of all outatanding Wattants

during the past year

Loyal to .I'mllmflxe. LONDON U Hritain's
TOLEDO- (L Local industries | total (mde during July was 0100
and merchan have purchased moTe W greatar than In Jul)y
than 250,000 stanije, commemaatling  fgures Just baled by the Doald
Toledys ceulcgidal, | tnde sliow,

suit de
poTete g it

.
Weltish Trade Soars
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Winged Misslonaries
Combining a study of bird migra-
ton with & unique mathod for dis-
tributing quotations from the Bible,
Jack Miner, Canadinn naturalist.
bands mod releases thousands of wild
geese annually
Jack Miner, bird lover and protect-
or, was Jack Miner, bird huntar, un.
til 1903. In that yéar he stored his
gun in thet attle and converted his
200-pere farm near Kingaville, Ons
tario, Into n bird aanctusary, now one
of the most famous in the world,
Starting with half o dozenn  wing-
clipped geese to attroct olliers, by
1608 He hnd hundreds of birds drop-
Ping In daily. Today the Jack Miner
panctinry Is utterly over-run with

EON HouseT, o Louis AL,
Whe Wl 4TIMES BY ATCHED
BALLG IN ONE GAME u
- My 3 1736
ATy

—are

“ 4PRENDS THE

birds, ‘Government land grants have
Increased the sanctusry to a !‘I-"{‘.lo!
with s four-mile diameter.

As many of the wild fowl visitors.
ua possihle nre taggad with aluminum
bands. On each band s the inscrip-
tion, "Write Jack Minar, K!nqnllle,

Ont., Canadas,” along with an excerpt
Irom the Scriptures,
Throughout Canads and many

states of the U, 8. the Minar bind
band s well known to sportsmen.
Thousands of the tags have been ac-
knowliged In sccordines with the
instructions on  thelr Inseriptions
Whenover a tag 1 acknoweldged Miner
marks the spol where the bird was
shot down and thus has a well .os- |
tblished ehort of tha migrations of
Conadian fowy,

NGED MISSIONARIES

JAcK Mnéﬁrz, ey )
R OF A LARGE BIRDSAN

THOLSPNDS OF MIVES WITH WILP FORL ==

&y BANDING DUCKS AND (3EE5E WITH
BIBLE QLOTHTIONS e

ACTING BIG

O!nt;

The Indians and Eakimos of the
Far North who come into possession
of Miner's bird tags usually take them
ta their misslonaries and Hudson Bay
sgents for Interpratation. After read-
ing them to the finders, tha Inter-
pretars give the finders n Bible ple-
ture with which they are supplied by
Jack Miner, in exchange for the tags
The tngs are then sent to Miner. It is
oot unusiual to find the interior of
an Eskimo or Indlan hut almost com-
plataly papered  with  Biblical ple-
tures, It s not unusunl elther, to
find & mnative proudly wearing ons
of Miner's tags ns an ear ring

Tomorrow:  The Shadow  Boxing

Birg:

University Expects

BUGENE. Bapt 22.—rA1“1-—MI.|mnuhi
no chedk of teturning students ﬂ.

Poasible st the unlversity as yet, dus
Lo the fact preliminary oxamitintions
will not be completed 111 this evens |
Ing, univéraity offtcials estitnated to-

dny that new students will total l.—l
200 and that the total for all ¢lnsses

Attendance Record will sxoeed 2100, Both figures ".l turned in by persons who mistook
for

cead those seb lnst year,

Actual regilstration of all students,
#ill open Thursday and (s expacted
to he completed Saturday nopon

= =S U
False Alarm—Fly Spray.
PAINESVILLE, O.—(UP)—The fire

department has heen onlled out seve
rral times lataly on Ialse alarms

cloudes
smioke

of vaporous 1y Spray

e
Students Good Spenders,
BERKELEY, Cal.— (UP)\—A aurvey*
of the students of the University of
Callfornia  show  that they .;m\u1
81.000,000 annually

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS -
Y.
WISHES THE 816 BOYS WoULD  -TRIES o STAND THE WAY TEY  FERLS THAT WiTH HAT OVER ONE
5foP TREATING HIM LKE ABABY DD, SO PERHAPS THEY'LL EYE AND A ScowL ON HIS FACE
. THINK HE'S MORE GROWN -UP HE 100KS BIG AND RATHER
1016
'15?‘ & 7
&Y
NOONE STILL TaKING ANY TRIES STANDING HANDS OR 15 BESINNING To FEEL HE'S MAK-
NOTICE OF HIM, TRIES A MORE  HIPS THE WY EDDIE SELIER  ING AN IMPRESSION, WHEN MOTHERf
ROUND SHOULDERED, MAN-oF+ SOMETIMES DOES (AUS o COME HOME, SHE WANTS |
THE-WORLD Posi7ioN 10 SWE HIM A BATH BEFORE SUP- |
PER. SI6HS DEEPLY AND GOES
Lijitii: oy (Capyright, 1637, by The Bell Syndicate. Inc.) ?‘/ 6
S'MATTER POF By C M PAVNE
NO, Tou ARE —ﬂ ¥
A TIRIGHT Toe T3UT A DUMT 150
WHED PLANT TR\2D-DEED
AND EXPECT T3RDS
Yo &fCow
GImMMmE DOME.
T31RD- SEED
]
» <
o Y
2 p
.‘_‘ (._ .
LEnErﬂ!hl. 1337, by The Bell Byndicate, In) o ar

TAILSPIN TOMMY —Skeeter Explains!

YOU SAY TOMMY AMND
BETTY-LOU HAVE
GONE TO BENTLYS
RANCH, SKEETS?

b

WAL
il
Sy
e L | .

THATS TH' SET- 'Y

UP, CHIEF
TOM'S GOMMA
FOLLOW UP
A HUMNMCH

ALY “l.lﬂru' )

1ohmg

BUT IF WHAT
YOU SUSPECT
IS TRUE. ..
HED KNOW

B s s
b5

§!

\F
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—New Job?

TOM THINKS BENTLY
WILL GIVE BETTY-
LOU AN HIM A

By HAL FORREST
| DONT LIKE IT, SKEETER/
THOSE KIDS ARE DELIBERATELY

RUMNMING llll"-l"r() GRAVE
OM TH PLEA L =

THAT THEY LOST
THEIRS THROUGH
BENTLY'S SUIT
ABAINST THREE-

|

: JusT

tra=o

I'LL COME TO THE POIMT, SON—
I'VE CALLED OM YOU FOR THME SAKE
OF THE LITTLE G\RL WHOGE PICTURE YOU

/V'VE PICKED YOU, AFTER LEARNING
WHAT YOU DID WITH THIS STORE,
AG A GORT OF A LAST CHANCE -

LOOKED AT=-

WATER , MR.

wbau ?

CAN | GET YOU GOME) NO, I'tL BE ALL ] |
RIGHT IN A
MOMENT - THERE

,’:‘&r—‘
— .

[ SAY, BEN WEBSTER, HOW'D
! YOU LIKE TO TAKE CHARGE
-7 OF ARAILROAD 7

D DESERVES
~METHMING
* SR AN |
HER PRESEWT |
SUITORS

Lol SCHAFER,,

SOUTH HAVEN), [

MICH,, SUGSESTY,

LUTHER MARRY

EMMA BECOLSE

THENYRE BOTW
DUMB I

"o
-

o N TIME BOTHERIN
§ OPLES AFFAIRS,
GOT ~oU TO A

STRANMGER
AND

ABQUT [N\OURE LETTING A

MOVE ALL TH

COME

COME HER

AT

4
THE NEBBS- Once Is Enough By B0 HESS
om cumsrv, ||/ 1 SUPPOSE YOU X | OWWY 60T TIME TO /T-ERES A GAL wHo's Y BIENT 1 ASK AND DIONT SHE SAY SHE
CHICASO. (Ll || NOW THAT THIS  |KNOW THINGS THAT [ecomomMical . A erEaT | HERTO MAR OULDN'T MAKE UP HER MIND
THINIRS ERIMA, 4'| FELLOW, ARDLEY, IS | ARE MY BUSINESS. \ OO, AND WITH A ME T AND '»*_-—t— S0 QUICK < AND THEN TOLD N
5 A GO0D SIOUTHH| COLRT ING EMMA, WY SHOULD L sPEND CLOCK OF DOUEH | aup EVERYRODY IN] THE COUNTY




