| SYNOPSIS: Neill, 8 you..p fed-

with Janet,
u ¢ girl, b
she won't break .a date with
Prescott Fanning. Neill suspects
him of being a crook. To check
up, he finds Fanning at hia hotel
bar ond they get acquainted.
Nezt day Nelll wakes up, reslis-
ing he's been doped. Ja: et, Fon-
ning' and Fanning's yachi are
gone. A myrterious phone call
tells him Janet's in trouble on
the yacht at Absalom's Harbor.
Neill rushes to the fishing village
and rows to the Nadfi after dark.
In a locked cabin he finds Fan-
ning  shot dead and Jonet un-
harmed, but in a faint with s gun
beride her,

‘ﬂul agent, quurnh
a ly Balti

Chapter Nine
A Hideout For Janet

EILL set his jaw and consid-
ered. He was on the other side
now. He was hunted instead of the
hunter, Quite a different thing. No
powerful department tc back him
up now. Strictly on his own.

Where could he tind Janst a
hideout? The obvious thing was to
hire a car and drive to town; but a
ecar vould be traced and in that
case his wiefulness as her defender
would be over, He must be on the
spot in order to discover the truth
of this affair, Where could he ful
her under cover in tkis unfamiliar
neck of the woods? Suddenly he
thought of the dark ships up river.

“Take me awayl Take me
away!" murmured Janet,

“Okay, Jen, We're getting out.”

Running back into the afler
cabin, he snatched up her velvet
wrap where it lay on a chair, It
was a flimsy garment. Apparently
that and the gauzy evening dress
were all she had. Not enoujﬂaom
keep her warm in an open boal.
He picked up a traveling rug that
Iny folded on a seat locker and, re-
luminghuu the saloon, wrlgrled her
in it, She clung to him. Carryin
her up on deck and down the lad-
der, he deposited her in the stern
seat of the akiff,

He Enuud to make sure that
everything was astraight in his
mind., Must take food. He started
back aboard the yacht.

Janet raised up; instantly wild
with terror. “Don't leave me!”

“Only to get something to eat.
Back in a jifr”

In the pantry adjoining the din-
Inr saloon on deck he found a re-
frigerator stocked with cooked
food of varipus sorts, He pncked
everything hastily in a tin bread
box along with the bread and ran
but on deck ll_‘glil'l.

urryl”

“Hurry! murmured
Janet in the skiff alongside.
“Half & moment!™

He gave a hasty glance in the
diroction of the shore. All Tah-.t
there,  Remembering a flashlight
he hnd seen on the book-case in
the saloon, ha ran down to get it
While below he thought of some-
thing c!ta. In the after eabin he
dropped\to his knees beside the
dead man and went through his
pockets, Finding the little phota-
fraph of Janet that Fanning had

aken from him the night before,
he transferred It to his own pocket,
and hastened up on deck,

Casting off the painter of his
skiflf, he ran out the oars and
pulled towards the open water,

Sounds From Shore

AB NEILL rowed along with the

lights of the village on his left,
{t waa still only about nine o'clock
and there was plenty of life in the
pluce, He could see shadowy fig-
ures possing under the strest
lights, while the sounds of dogs
barking, motor horns and male
laughter from the porch of Long-
cope's store reached his ears, Fur-
ther along he could hear muaic
coming through the open windows
of the moving picture theater,

At Absalom's Point he lay on
his oara for a moment debating
whether it might not be better to
Tow acrosa the h:{. It was a calm
nlght and he could have made it in
safety, Nobody would think of
looking for Janet over there. But
it was 15 miles and he couldn't

ssibly get back before daylight.

or visit her there. No, Better the
ghips. So ha turned the point and
rowed on up the wids river, pass.
ing along the other side of the vil-

llﬁg.

e sight of Janet bowed and
silent under her blanket wrenched
him with pain. After what she had
been through what could he say
to her? To have tried to make light
talk would sound like mockery. In
the end it was Janet who spoke.

“Where was Fanning when you
came aboard the yachi?"

Neill thought her mind was
wandering. “Never mind him.," he
said ur\lﬂl}'.. “He won't trouble you
Any more.

“Did you kill him?" ghe asked
simply,

“Din't want to talk about it*
sald Nelll,

“All right" she said, perfectly
doclle. “Nothing matters as long
»* wo are together.”

He hated to think of leavin
alone in her present condition,
But there was no help for that. It
would be Impossible to trust any-
body he didn't know to take care
of her, Travis county, Maryland,
was a peninsula remote from the
groat world and he judged that jts

susplclous of strangers. Bomehow
or other he must take care of Janet
and save her too,

“I'm so thirsty!" she presently
murmured like a child.

Neill's heart sank {or he had for-
gotten water, He lpoked along the
village front. It would not be too
easy for a stranger to obtain wa-
ter. If he went-lo somebody's well
it would lead to awkward ques-
tions. And he had nothing to car-
ry water in. -

The main and only road into the
village came down along the river
ghore before striking scross the
neck to the harbor in front of

Longeope's. Midway along this
road he distinguished the lrhied
front of a store, One could always

buy something to drink, Tn front
of the store the usual little pier
ran out into the river. The walter
was shallower on this side and it
was a long pler. Janet could re-
main hidden in the dark at the
end of it,

He hesitated. There vas a terri-
ble risk in Iandimi,rmw. It he were
geen, he wounld be remembered.
However, it hyd to be talen. He
rowed in and tied the skiff to the
end of the pler,

“What's this for?"

nervously,
“I'm golng to et water for you."

“No, no, I don't want water,"

"We've got to have water.”

“Can't | come with you?"

Your dress would attract loo
much attention.”

“Ah, don't be long” shs sald
with a cateh In her breath,

He walked in over the creakin
planks, climbed the bank, crosse
the road, and entered the store. It
was a_much smaller and tidier
store than Longcope's and busi-
ness was not so gond. The little
old man who kept it was grateful
to the unlooked-for customer,
Neill bought two bottles of carbo-
nated water,

On his way out of the store &
sedan coming from the direction
of town passed rapldly and slid to
a quick stop a short distance be-
rond, Nelll had an uncomfortable
eeling that this atop was (n some
way connected with himself,
Somebody was looking out of the
back window, the face merely a
grayish blur through the glass.

ere was nothing he could do
about it, He hastened down the
bank and out aver the R:inr. Janet
let out a shaking breath of relief
at the =sight of him, The car went
on ard turned the corner, Present-
¢ n car came back, but Neill
couldn't tell if it was the same

one.
Who Could It Be?

HEY went on, and finally

passed the last howses of the
village. Now there was a dark fleld
between the road and the river,
Neill had rowed upwards of lwo
miles, but he was still only some
hundreds of yards from the yacht
acroas the neck of land: Studdenly
from the dark shore a light flashed
aut over the water and searched
the river up and down, It was evi-
dently n strongt electrie torch held
in somebody's hand,

Neill pulled the skiff's head
nround and rowed further out inta
the river, He coulidn't be sure
whether the light had picked them
up, and a nasty anxlety attacked
him. Why should anvbody stand
on the shore casting his light over
the water unless he were looking
for them? And who could be look-
ing for them? Who could guess
that they were nbout to pass that
spot? ‘The light went out, and
nothing came of it then, but Neill's
anxiety remnined.

He rowed on, l(trt‘%lll‘!j{ about a
furlong off shore, The opposite
shore was Invisible in the dark,
Here and there nt long distances a
dim light showed in the window of
a farmhouss, and up river the red
light of a gl;la buoy twinkled off
and on, marking some shoal, With
every lmlll of Neill's cars, two lit
tle eddies of phosphorescence
swirled astern. A soft breeze from
the soutl sprang up

Janet exclaimed: “What's that?*

Looking over his shoulder, Neill
saw the masts and the funnels of
the four groat ships ssing against
the stars. “The German ships
turned over to us after the war are
moored here," he sald.

“Who would expect to find them
here!” she murmured

Nelll thought it over, It was a
desperate chance 1o take, but any
way you looked at it thelr situn-
tion was desperate, If thore were
only four men aboard, it was not
enough to keep a close watch at
night. In one of the cabins balow
he could make Janet comfortable,
Whiere could he hope to find a bet-
ter hiding place?

“Jon," he =aid, "“what would you
oing aboard one of the
empty ships to hide until we can
decide what's best to be done?
Would you be afeald™

she asked

-

"Not It vou were with me
Neill"
He pulled up to the outermost

ship, Her smooth steal side rose

towering over thelr heads like m
eliff, ghostly and awe-inspiring in
the night. No sound eame {rom

her | aboard her

“"How could we get on?" whis-
pered Janet

“That's just the question,” said
Nelll with a brief laugh.

(Copyrighe, 1912, By Nalbort Powiusr)

Nelll finds a watchmam on the dark

people at best were inclined to be | ships, temorrow,
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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Slek Man's Vote,

the President’s expulsion from office | United States
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Uen for teaving the White House
Ben Wade, senstor from  Ohlo, wia
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moval from office. As president pro-
tempore of the senate and next 1o
ne for the Presidency becauss there
Wis no viee-prealdent, he s sald o
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Sleve CLEMENTO -
Los Angeles,
CAN "OUTLINE” A HUMPN TRRGET
WITH PICKS, HURLING TREM FROM
B DISTPNCE OF 25 FEE /

DROPS SUICASE INSIDE

CRLLING To COME BACK,

6EY5 HOME FROM SUMMER  STANDS SURVEYING. WiTH
IN HE COUNTRY. RACES UP-  PLEASURE HIS ROON AND
STAIRS A5 SODN AS FATHER  BELONGINES, WHILE FAMILY 10 SEF IF HIS WORK BENCH  EDDIE SELZER IN HIS YARD

FRONY DOOR AND DASHES EDDIE AND STARTS HOHE, TOURING b LOOK SVER
OVER 10 EDDIE'S, TAMILY DETOURING 10 SEE THE

THERE ARE SOME ERRANDS THE BALL FIELD

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

CARRIES A SUITCASE FROM

60ES DOWN, MAING A
AR 1o HOUSZ AND SPIES

DETOUR THROUGH CELLAR
CALLS To COME HELP DAD 15 ALL RIGHT
UNLDOAD THE CAR

18

EXCHANGES NEWS Wit SE75 OUTON ERRANDS, DE-  RETURNS HOME, SPREADS
HIs STRMPS, RADIO STUFF
THE NEW BOY ON THE (OR- AND OTHER PRIZED Pos-
NER, EXCHANGES CAGTIDUS SESSIONS OUT, AND DECIDES
GREETIHNG WITH HIM THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE

HoME
Ine.} ]

NEW BRCKSTOP ON
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By C M PAYNE
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Hufferlng from partial
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Another Convert to Aviation!

THET YOUNG-UMS
TAKIN' AN AWFUL
CHAMCE !

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—The Stranger

YEP! YUH COULDN
GIT ME TQ RIDE

AFTER WHAT
HAPPENED TO

By HAL FORREST

THATS THE BANK AND
TURN INDICATOR. .IT'S
HELPFUL IN A FOG.
WHEN YOU CAN'T JUDGE

TO THE HORIZOMN,

i! PLAME WITH RELATION

GOsSH! |
WOULDM'T BE
AFEARD TO FLY

EVEN IM A

THE POSITION OF YOUR FO& WITH

THE WEXT
TWO WEEKS
SPED BY AS
IFIN A DREAAL—
BEN FOUND
HIMGELF I A
NEW &TORE,
WITH A
LARGER
STOCK
ARID
DOUBLE THE
BUSINESS
HE MAD
EVER
HAD /
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“GOSH, | CAN
SELIEVE IT,/

THE NEBBS8 -Trouble Brewing
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7 AND EVEN WHEN LINCLE
NAT AN HETTY COME BACK,
WE'LL B ABLE TO USE ALL
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ASTEST GROWING BUSINESS
IN TOWN = BUILT BY A BOY WHO
OVERCAME EVERY ORSTACLE~
AND HAD PLENTY, TOO/
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CHATISWORTH, 1LL)
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FOR MERSELF AND
HER HUSBAND
WANTS TREMTO |
MOVE IM NEXT |
DOOR 7O svLLY
I & s NICER
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( HE'S GOT MAX'S
| PLACE AND 1S

e NOT RLEASED ||| ARDLEY FELLOW ket ]
A asy oF el D You JSPENDING PLENTY DLSIN
PREMENT SurmoRs| KNOW P MOMEY FOR ADVERTIS-/||\ KEERS
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MES CUT INTO MY\ / THERE 1S
[[TRANSIENT DINING | som
SINESS BUT HE

N HOTEL
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1L DONT S&Y THIS 1S .
SO, BUT IF MY MEMORY
SERVES ME RIGHT T GOES
| BAalk TO THE TIME 1 WAS
PLAYING HIDE AND &0 SEEX




