the dark

SYNOPSIS: When Neill, a yoting
‘federal agent, petr to Baltimora
for a week's vacation with his girl,
he finds Janet won't breck a din-

- ner date with Prascott Fanning.
Paeved, Nelll rays Fanning is too
old for Janet, too slick and zpends
too much money. They quarrel
and pari, Neill sett np out to check
up on Fanning. He finds him et
his hotsl and strikes up o bar
friendship. Fanning (s genlal, but
discloses nothing about himaelf.
Finally he invites Neill to his
party, They go upstairs to Fan-

* ‘ming's suite, have a final shot and
set forth. In the fazi, Nelll loses
consclousners.

Chapter Five
Janet's Gone!

w}u:N Nelll came to, he found

himself lying fully dreased on
‘his bed at the Hotel Stafford. For
the moment his mind was a blank;

he was only aware that he felt ter-
rible, The sun was streaming in
and he glanced at his watch, Near-
Iy 12 o'clock. He sat up, pressing

ships

name Is Johnny Tingstrom.

that pleked up you
and the other guy at the Lord
Baltimore at 7:30 last night.”

Neill siezed his arm and jerked
him through the door, “For God's
sake what happened?”

"Wait a minute!” Tingstrom
laughed, "The other guy, he tells
me to drive to the Belveders , . *

“I remember that.”

“When we are coming up the
hill beside the Peabody he raps
on the glass and says: ‘My friend
has passed out cold!' So | pulls
into the curb and gets out and we
looks at you and shakes you. You
was In the gauze all right. Par-
alyzed. So the guy says: "He lives
at the Stafford. We better take
him home and put him to bed'
And I says: ‘Okay, boss.’

“So I drives to the Stafford and
we take you in, one on each side,
The clerks and the bellhops and
the other guys in the lobby, they

et a big laugh seeing you brought
n cold so early in the evening.
So me and the other guy we lays
vou on yvour bed and beats it, I
drives him to the Belvedere.

“Now I thinks there's something

"M
I'm the gu

“You was in the gause all right.

Paralyzed.”

his head between his hands, then
slaggered into the bath for water.

uddenly recollection raturned
—Janet; the Lord Baltimore hotel;
Prescot. Fanning; the taxicab,
Good God! Fanning doped me! he
thought. But how? 1 was watch-
ing him. The dope must have been
in the wet glass when he brought
it from the bathroom! Oh, God!
What a fool 1 was!

Neill went through hls pockets.

—

funny about this business, You
was perfectly steady when you got
in my car. You passed out too
quick. So 1 made up my mind to
take a little time out to investi-
gale. So after I dropped him 1
turns at the next corner and drives
back, and 1 sees the guy coming
out of the Balyedere and getting
into & private car,”

“Did you get his license num-
ber?" asked Neill,

His money had nol heen touched,
but a glance in the other side of his
wallet told him his papers had
been ransacked. So Fanning knew
now thst he was a treasury de-
:-rtmnnt qkern. Only one thin

ad been taken: a photegraph o
Janet,

When he thought of Janet, he
turned sick with anxiety. What
had happened to her? Ha ran to
the phone and called up the smart
dress shop on Charles sireet where
she worked. A woman's volce, re-
fined and acidulous, said:

“No. Miss Emory isn't here"

*When will she ba in?"

*1 don't expect to see her again.
She sent me a telegram this morn-
ing resigning her position. She
has left me flat, It is the most [n-
considerate . . "

Nelll was not Interested in Ma-
dame Annette's feslings. Ha hung
up. Janet gone! He could not take
it in fully. Gone?

He took down the receiver again
and called up the fat that she
shared with a girl pal. A sicken-
ing walt while he listened to the

double buzz of the bell ringing at | ]

the other end. No answer, Remem-
ber!nf what Eﬁater had told him,
he called up the City pier to ask
about the yacht Nadjl. She had
pulled out at 7:30 the previous
evening he was told. At 7:30 Fan-
ning had been with Neill, But of
course they could have joined the
acht at some other point Iater,

here was the yacht bound?
Through the Chesapeake and
Delaware i;anal, he was told, and
out {o sea,

He rose and paced the room in
An agony of distress, not knowing
what to do, Janet's friend was a
student at the Maryland ‘astitute
and he didn't know how to reach
her by phone,

A Cab Driver Repori:
IN a moment or two his telephona
rang and he ran to the instru-
ment with a wild hope of hearing
Janet's voice. No such luck. It was

the clerk downstairs saying:
“There's a young man here
wants to see you glﬂ saye you
don't know his name, I think Fe's

a taxi-driver.”
“Send him up," sald Neil

“Sure, but that won't do you
no good because I looked it up
myself later, and it was only a
drive-yourself car, hired for the
evening. It was brought back to
the garage at 8:30 by the guy who
was drlvinLIL They thought it
was funny because he hadn't had
it out but little over an hour,"

A Wonderful Looking Girl
L \"HAT did the driver look

like?"

“Ahell of a big guy with heavy
shoulders."

“I've secn the man, Go on.”

"From the Belvedere they drives
to u house on Calvert street and
pleks un a young lady, Geo! a won-
derful looking girl, boss! She was
wearing a pink dress and a black
velvet wrap; light brown halr and
blue eyes that looks almost black
at night. There was something
about her, you know, something
that sirikes a man down. 1 mean
any man, even a poor hackie like
me.

“Get on! Get on!" said Neill Ir-
rli}f;nhly. "I know what she looks

o

“Pardon me, boss. From Calvart
street they drives to the Hotel Mil-
ner on Cathedral with me follow-
ing. At the Milner they picks up a
couple.”

- ribe them."

“Well, I don't get a very good
look because 1 don't dast go close
A youngish couple; the doll was all
fixed up s..ell, but not like the
young lady. Too much paint, And
the guy, he is just one of these ore
nery guys who dresses up like a
soro finger and goes out at anht
when some other guy is paying,'

“Go on"

“They starts downtown with me
following, but at this hour the
strects Is almost emply and the
big 7u_v. I reckon he gets on to
the fact that he's being trailed
and passes the word to his driver.
They begin to speed up and to
turn one corner after another to
Iry to shake me off.”

“And you lost them?"

"It was no fault of mine, boss
1 was stopped by a cop at the cor-
ner of Madison and Eutaw, It ia
always the way in this world: the
orook gets away and the honest

It was a wizened little fellow in
nondescript clothes with an en-
g ging grin, So far as Neill could |
remember, he had never seen him |
before. He said, grinning:

Buy gets o tickel”

(Copyesale, 107, by Waidurr Ppsinar)

Nelll gets & call for help from
Janei, tomorrow,
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Cut Finger Discovery

Too dangeroits to work with, or
even transport, nltroglycerine was
outlawsd as an exploslve by 'many
countries unfll  Alfred Nobal, the
Swedish cheamist, Invented dynamite
In 1868, In dynamite also, there
wern  shortcomings, however. The
mixture of porous earth and nitro-
glyeorine while o far safer exploaive,
in much weaker than nitroglycerine,
With this In mind, Nobel started n
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BLAGTING GELATINE,

ACCIDENTALLY,

CUTTING HI% FINGER,

YET
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lem came through a cut finger|

In the midat of an experiment ona
morning, Nobel accldentally gashed
his finger. Applyving a few drops of
collodion to the wound in order to
form an artificial skin over it, he was
about to put aside the reat- of the
hottle when the ides of trylng It as
the long sought mixing substance
for nitroglycerine came to him, He
did mo and found It filled the bill
perfectly, The new mixture was

0. K.\ one 0F e MosT |
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. WONDERING WHAT THE FAMILY COUNCIL WILL

FIND WRONG WITH -THIS PLACE AS A PICNIC SPOT
AND HOW LONG 1T WILL BE BEFORE THEY
CAN ABREE ON A PLACE AND YOU CAN
GET SOMETHING 10 ERT

(Uopyright, 1957, by The Ball Byndicata, lne)
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track it to lts source, Webster sug-
gests |t might have besn derived from
the Choctaw Indlan word, "Okeh,”
meaning “It is %0, and In ne ather
wiy." Thete are a good many other
opinions on (he matter, hownsver, One
of them treces |ts origin to the town
of Aux Cayes (pronounced “Okay”)
in Santo Domingo from whence the
best tobacco and rum Wwers once im-
ported., During the presidentinl cam-
paign of 1832 Andrew Jackson's op-
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THE NEBBS-—He's a Persistent Kid
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search  for a substance that, when | named blasting “gelatine, one nnd a | position started a story to fhe effect
mixed  with' nitroglyeerine, would | half times an' powerful os dynsmits | that he had originated "0, K." under
maka It as safe an explosive as dynn- | and just aa safe to handle. the belisf that he was abbreviating
mite, yot would not have the weak- S —— “all correct” and missspelling It as
oning effeet of dynamite's porous Mystery Ahbreviation “oll Korrect,"
earth. Por a long time the sclontist Whnt does O, K. nbbrevinta? Omne e &
Wil complatgly stumped. Strange as [ of thoe most popular of all abbrevin- Tomarrow:  America’s  Most  Hius- ‘
1t seems, the solution of hid prob- ! tlons, no che has yet bean able to | trious, Fumily!
Industry must lobby so much to pro- | waters of the Nile and onuse gen-
MINING DEP'QRTMENT tect 1I:U. and it seems to me the | 2rous floods on the great river.
SEEN FEDERAL NEED/|enly logical solution weuld be the " -——
BALT LAKE CITY, Sont, 0— (AP creation of & separate department of Orange Is sald to be the color S
Crealion ;‘f n‘ faderal m-‘m'ln\enll. olf SHAE el SN . Trawennat, | WBITD | R ticts tee, e Avieptien ST
mines with w seeretnry L'Imluen i (RPEtiAS. it Ihoutans, Mintag| Jo BESGaNGs 1. ouMoor MaviHNoR:
the president’s r-m:nrt- Wis proposed B - ___|_—~*. )
today to the Amerienn Mining oon= Alrie % e o " Becnusa of long winters in Canadn,
gross - | riein natives Judge by the winds | ihe dominion has been sxperiment-
“It s deplorable that the ,|fcrosa tho Sabara desert WNSLNer | ing successfully with elsctrieal hot-
plornt ILE the miniug | heavy rains will fall on the head-| bada to atart plnits early.
TAILSPIN TOMMY-—Curiosity
IN SEARCH OF A CLUE wWhicH
MIGHT JUSTIFY HIS HUMNCH
THAT MRS BENTLY WAS
MURDERED, TOMMY, WITH
BETTY-LOU, FLIES T A
SMALL WESTERMN TOwn
i |
SOMETHIM!
HAPPENED!
BEN WEBSTER'S OAREER—Nothin WIN
g Doing! By ED ALGER
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