Y MARIE DE MERYAUD

Chapter 80
Hace Against Fire
GREAT sweep of wind bent
the trectops with a roar as
of distant ocean waves.
Both men started, and glanced
up, then Josh Hastings slumped

back again.

“Get me out of this damned un-
ecomfortable position. can't you?"
he rasped.

Ted made no answer, as he gazed
anxiously at the white clouds that
scudded past overhead, and sniffed
the faint acrid smell that began to
penetrate the fragrance of the
pines, Ignoring Josh Haslings'
groans and protests, he pushed
ahend. his alarm growing as the
hours passed, and the wind con-
finued to rage with ever increas-
ing velocity.

There was no telling how fast
the fire might travel under thess
adverse conditions! A brownish
haze obscured the sun, and already
it was hard to maks out the out-
lines of the distant ridges. He
could just see the bold profile of
the central divide, with the cut of
the pass through it, as he plunged
down into a canyon. The next time
he emerged it wos lost in the fast
growing smokiness of the atmos-
phere.

Josh Hastings, who had lapsed
into a semi-conscious stale of
wrathful resignation, scanned
Ted's face as he came back from
his last survey of the ridges. The
light had perceptibly dimmed, and
the two men coughed continually
with the irritation of the smoke
in their lungs.

“We have nothing bul the
vaguest circumstantial evidence
against Josh Hastings" she ex-

alned. “But what we have com:
Emad with the proof of hia guilt
in that other case, should &t least
ﬁrave strong enough to discredit

im, it nathzn? more."

“ihg trouble is, that discredit-
ing Josh Hastings isn't going to be
enough to clear Ted's name," Ma-
rion warried, “I wonder if It
wouldn't be better tor him to dis-
appear for a while, after all?"

“"Nol" Kay declared proudly.
“Thia is the tima for him to clear
his name. And then, if what you
gay about his feeling for me Is
true—" She left the sentence un-
finished, but the eolor that flooded
her cheeks ended it {or her,

“If only Dad is safe, and I ean
make him sce reason, we might
have a double wedding" Marion
suggested. "I know vou'll like Hal
as much as 1 do Ted."

Forgetting their nnxiety for the
moment in their absorbing plans
for the future, the two girls made
thelr way back to the shack, push-
ing against the wind that swept up
from the south,

The Smell Of Smoke

Y HOPE this wind will die down,*

Kay exclaimed asnxiously. “1
don't want any more fires to rec-
kon with! And thers might be a
chance of its reaching our timbear
ridge, although Shorty assured me
it couldn't.”

“Of course it can'l,” Marion
soothed. "Thete winds alwnys
spring up around noon, and die

own again nlmost os soon as
tb-.-iy‘vc started."”

“It seems to me the smell of

- : »
Ted pushed ahead, ignoring Josh Hastings' groans
and protests.

“Nice mess you've made," Hasi-
Ings groaned. “Head over to the
waest, can't you? Or do you want
us both'to be cremated?”

“T've_got to get to the south
tidge of the central divide." Ted |
doggedly set off again, pushing his
wiy through the timber as the
darkness fell, and ignurini the
sporadic outbursts of Josh Hast-
ings, who alternately commanded
and pleaded with him to make for
the western divide,

But though Ted could Ignore
Josh Hastings, there was no lgnor-
ing the convietion that if Marion
had kept her promise and stayed
in the shack, she was in definite
dangoer of being eut off

He came to a sudden declsion,

“I'm Iun\‘imi vou here," he an-
nounced grufly, and |n|itm| Josh

smoke i{s much stronger.” Kay

aniffed the air. )

YOI course it 1s, with this wind."
Marlon pushed ahead. "That
doesn't mean anyihing. But we
must get back! We've boen away
top long now."

Once back ot the elearing, shel-
tered by the surrounding timber,
the acrid burning smell was less
naticeable, and the girls forgot the
fire in the absorbing discussion of
tHelr more personal alfalrs. They
decided to have an early supper,
and then take turns watching, so
that one would alwave ba on the
lookoul.

Marion Insisted on Kay having
the fArst rest, and promised to
wake her at 10 o'clock. Leaning
back on her bunk, she watched
Kay in the fliekering light of a
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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Massaochyseits Witeh Trials,

"Confers or slne That was
the keynote of the trinls for witch-
crafl as conducted In Mamsachiusstia
during the witch soare of 1002, Courts
granted immedinte freedom (o any
person who admitted being & witch
bt hanged ovaryone who was nocused
of belng n witeh but refused to ad-
mit it

Brenking out In the town of Salem
the witch fronay started when b group
of young girls began acting in A
welrd manner, barking like dogs and
pereaming at unseen things, Whether
It wan R chne of ‘mass hyaterin aim-
Har to that which recently eased o
number of girla employed In & French
factory to periodicnlly falnt by the
aocores, or whether It wis almply s
dealre for publicity that brought on
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15 PLAYING WiTH HER DOLL

WHEN BUDDY BEMIS ASKS
WOULP SHE LIKE HIM To SHOW

CORE THEM

CONFESS ORElse,,

€0 OF BEING
ACHUSETrs WERE
2y DENIED [T-- BLIT
WERE FREED IF

pLEADED GuTY [/

THEY,

their strange demonstrations ceems
to be undetermined. The disgnonis

HER HOoW MARY TIMES HE
CAN CHIN HIMSELF

)

FIXES DOLY'S SHOES AS BUD-
DY ERUNTS, A LI(TLE OUT OF
BRERTH, 15 SHE WATCHING?

2%

4

SAYS NO, SHE WOULDN'T,
SHE'S BUsY, BUDDY DECLAR=-
Me MENLL SHOW HER ANYWAY

FEEUNG RUNS A LITILE HIGH #S
BUDDY ERUNTS WHATS THE USE
OF W15 DOING (T IF SHE DOESH'T
WATCH, MND SHE ASKS HOW
CAN SHE IF SHE'S BUSY

(Copyright, 1037, by The Ball Byndieate, Inc.)
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TURNS BACK 10 HER DOLL RS
BUDDY SELECTS THE BRANCH
OF A TREE AND CALLS," NOow
WhatcH!®

RELEHTS AND TURNS, JUST AS
HE DROPS OFF BRANCH IN A
HEAP, WHICH STRIKES HER RS
FUNNY. BUDDY DEPARTS, DIs-
GUGTED WiTh WOMEN
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| tenced to death if they fnlled to cone
fesa. Twenty persoma were executed
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of the town's lenders, at any rate was | and 150 awaltad trial when the ghuste
that the girls were bewitehed. A |1y procecdings came (o an  end—
witehernft eourt was hastily formes, | brought to a stop when the gavernor
nn kged Indian servant was brought | of the colony, Bir Willlam Phipe,
to trinl. snd forthwith convieted as| found his own wife scoused of being

being In leugue with the devi)

In the following niontha, person
nfter person waa baled Into the court
necussd by some fellow townaman of
being a witeh, Fifty-five were sub-
Jeeted to torture in attempts to bring
from them the confesslon that they
wore witches. Anyone Lthat spoke in
thelr behall immediatsly foll under
mupicion of belng n witeh., The ac-
rusations knew no rank nor any other
diserimination, Somne of Lthe mos
respoctable people in the community
wora haled Into court, tried, and son-
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Visible 160 miloa at sea under fav-

omble conditions, the Pleo de Heldp,
nntive name ‘meaning "Peak of Hell,”
is the highest paint in the Canary
Irlnnda About 12180 feet high, 1t
casts n shadow more than 1253 miles
long. Btrange as it seems, (n splie of
the natives' nome for 1L the  peak
I nlso rovered by them as being the
J-vnl of the Delty

Tomorrow:  He Who Saw Beyoni
Life”

ance to Amorioan Induatry for the
duration of hoatilities,

A ditspateh recelved by the bureau
of mines reported the Contral Wolf-
ram  administeation  had  made no
sales for pome time past and, sccord-
Ing to Hongkong exporters, It was
belleved that whilsh the Sino-Japan-
s confliet eontinued Chilns would

|
|not appear as a seller of tungsten
on world marketa

————
{BUTLER VEHEMENT IN

| COMMENTING ON WAR

Lt
BUFPFALO, N, Y., Sept, 1. —{AP|—

General Smodiey. D, Butier sald 1o
day he thought United States «citi-

zons shotld “get the hell out of

Chinn and stay out.”

The former maritte officer expreas-
his sentiments In an Interview

the Buffalo Evenlng News

id he looked for an “'adjust.

mént of the troubles' in Chinn

within 60 days

od
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Tommy Sets the Stage!
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WOMAMN DID IMPERSOMATE
MRS BEMTLY AND USED
A 'CHUTE TO BAIL OUT OF

T e

IT BEGINS WITH YOUR

AMD MYSELF FOR
CARELESSNESS

: WHAT IS

ITS A
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ot | A H
Hastings off his horse roughly. [single candle, Kay had (hrown her- 1T, TOMMY * S
“1've got to make faster time. '[’Im]ml!’ dowtt on the bunk that Ted I :
chances are a hundred to one {had oceupied, and in no time at

SHE WASH'T ! s > ; ] / . A : X g Al
THE LATE g g UVl o 4\ - \ \ il i " 4

you're safe here, And they are a|
lmnﬁi‘{.nd to a hundred, I'll be
an

Distegarding the ecurses Josh |
Hostings screomed after him, Teod |
raked the flanks of his reluctant |
horse. sa that with a wild anort, |
he {Inally plunged ahead into the |
darkness. |

At The Murder Scens

A FTER a few houra together, |
43 Kay and Marion felt as though |
had known each other al- |
helr eager exchange of |
idences had left very little that |
did not know about each |
r, ancl their mutual liking had
shied to n real feeling of friend- |
hip. |
iking & chance on leaving the
snoitgh to let Kay show |
15 ré she had found the
o1 stual that she had later fden- |

they

Hied as coming from Josh Hast- r SOLe: e
ings’ tlet, they went up in the|In her voige roused Kay, who
] ‘noon to the scene of the [ Strigaled to a t 1 " iy
| “What is 112 1 e broke off "1 )
carefully stepped off the | ©0U ne
d outlined her theory, | TCOPVIRRE 1027, Narie de Nervaiid) »
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of hi [
die and tel £ him by some of Ted rescues the glels an the Mames I
the lusclous foed near the water, | elose In about the cabin, lemorrow, =

all, was fast nsleep

Whateliing  ler through  half-
closed Hds, Marion mysed on the
strange eoineldonce that had
brought these two to her, and she
fet her thoughts wander dows,
the vista of the vears, sceing a
wonderful friendship vipen he-
tweon HMal and hersell, and Kay
and Ted.

Gradually her eves closed en-
tirely, and her head drooped lo one
gide, as the relaxed sleep, that had
o long been dented her in her
lonely vigil, erept aver her un-
nwares. The candle fRickered low-
er and lower. Fin it it
and went out, leny [
inky blackness, ¢ was no
movement from elther of the ox-
hausted girls

1t was nours Iater,
suddenty »
ing d rul

“Kay! Kay

by

1en Marion
ght ."‘Hl'.“'

of terror
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