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SYNOPSIS: Kay Crondon im- |[nant tncredulity when he had told
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h¢ Josh Hoatings, o * unworthy of him was cold comfort.
n’glahbur who wants Kay and her Hour after hour passed as Ted ; BO‘:';TOH e
ranch. Ted and Scrap Jahnson, @ | pushed his way south. He could ﬁ:;t {
cotvhand who molests Kay, shoot |a better idea of the extent of the “6
it out, wounding each other, mnﬂnirnllun now, and he mar- ’N 74
Hartings meaks up and kills | veled how It could ever have had i »
Serap with Ted's gun. Ted {a ar- | such a start. Marion's futher musi .
rested and tried for murder, but | have spent several days penetrat- > |
Kay stops the trial by technical |Ing to the gpot where he had first [

rotest. Ted escapes and rescies |set the blore. The place had bean .
f(au from Hastings' cellar lock- |chosen with diabolical eleverness, .
up. Then he goes to ald Marlon, |as far as remoteness was con- \ -
who saved his life with her nura- | cerned.
ing. Her father, a firebug, has dis- *| At last Ted reached the final
?‘ppaured; Ted hunts him. A _l:fm ;ldgu }:utﬁnne ﬂénﬁ s'ciparated h_ltr: ROSE BROW| Qi

re rnges as Koy reaches Marion's rom the fire, and he drew up wi
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I'N a few broken words, Marlon
related how her father had come
buck nfter his mysterious absence,
and how she had discovered that he
wwis the firebug that everyone was
hunting.

“He didn't know what he was do-

tage inno way obstructed the view.
Fven at this distance, the whole
scene was lighted up, and the air
was filled with smoke and the hit-
ter sweet smell of burning pines,

Ted could see where they were
fighting it on the western fank,

ing," she moaned. “For a whole [80d trying to restrict the front by
year he hasn't been himsell, He Elnchlng tout, It was a practically
collapsed, nfter he got back, and for opeless task, as the fire had un-
several days he was ns helpless as a | doubtedly originated as a crown
baby. Then, he suddenly began fire, and they always proved almost
raving, and declaring that he must | impoisible to put out

t bick to his fire, It was awfull [  For the mﬂm.em] the wind had
o talked ns though the fire was a | died down, and it almost looked es
child! Again and again, he would |though the impossible liad a chance
say, ‘It's calling me! It needs mel' |0f achlevement. The immediate
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he putting out of the flre, but the
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'Elm,a after time,” Marion went | rare Tod hadn't o doubt but that
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dored get too far from here, fof | hix mount in spite of his increasing
fear he would come back and not restivoness arIl;uml windfalls and C‘ONFL?’C‘T
find me. After searching all night, lyp the slope, slippery with pine
1 gave up, There waa nothing to do | nuadies, He (rled to Nguce out how - \
.but wait, It was the next night that | 1ong it would be before this, (oo, Rulelde Fieet stroy his fleet ruther than Ist it fally opened an nihe  battleships, flve
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-y ! . ance ; timbersd Innd in the Ochoto tational Al inE L tere o only 7 b d chinfly bl
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first real snille Kay had¥eon on i} g 0por o fow steps and then piteh - L i
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Opening. his eves, he  stared BEMNTLY HAD LEAPED
W"HEN Ted left Marion on hig|straight ntTed, his Tabored breaths FROM THE AIR LIMER s
quest for her father, he polnted [ ing coming in slower and slower START = i
gasps. Suddenly, with an Inered- ARILED JENKIMS, ]I Tl

down the south ridge, hea !'ﬂ\: for
the faint distant glow that lllu-
mined the southern sky. It was a
elondy night, but no stars were
needed to guide him to the fire,

He did not minimis. to himself
the danger of going into the fire
fighting region, where he would be
almost sure 1o run ACross someone
who would Jecognize him. But he
never guestioned hia duty in the
matter,

Marion had saved hin life, It was
up to him to save her father if he
could, without regard to his own
safety, There waa a slender chance
that in the excitement of the fire
his presence would pass unheeded,
it not unnoticed, and it was up to

thle display of strength, he pushed
Ted avide and rose to his feet. He
faltered for a moment, then fell
with a craah to the ground

One look at the staring oyes, and
Ted know that his guest was ended
He stood still a moment, gazing al
the pathetic Agure at his feet
Should he {ry to take the body bk
to Marlon?

With a shudder, he turned away
No, it would be cruel tg take bac
that body, burned and disfijpured
as it was! Better for Marion to pie-
ather as she had always
known him, and to think of him as
having perished in the element
that, in his madness, had held such
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him to do his best for Marion. » compelling lure for him,

Obviously, the strength of his| How much better it was, affer
position in the trinl would belall, than to have him live, and face
froatly diminished if he wag cap- | either imprisonment or an insane
tured, instend of giving himsel! ur. asylum for life! Ted looked down
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consideration. He reflected bitterly
that nothing much mattered, any-
way, now that he knew his lov: for
Kay eould never come to anythiag,
Blighted nx it wae by the knnwr—
Nig‘:r‘ of her treachery,

Iarion, at least, had beon trite,
#o he owed all his effort to her, He
could hear mgain Marion's indig-

lon's father, lo
muaing on the stran

and death, and the ftness of the
end that had overtaken this poor
old man
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