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SYNOFSIS: Ray Crandon of
the Lazy Nine tmpulsively hires
Ted Gaynor, o jobless puncher,
He helpe her fight Jozh Hoatings,
a “friendly" nelghbor who wants
1o get her ranch and marry Kay.
Ted pummaely Scrap Johnson, a
cowhand who molested Kay.
They shoot it aut, wounding each
other. Hastings sngaks up and
kills Scrap with Ted's pun, A girl
named Marion finds Ted and her
nureing gaves his life. Arreated,
he is tried for Scrap's murder,
but Kay stope the trial by tech-
nical protest, Ted is about to be
taken buck to Montana for o sec-
end trinl, when he learns Hast-
ings haa kidnaped Kay.

Chapter 43
Dash For Freedom

8 TED rode out of Clear Water
with Zeke Farley and his
posse of four men grouped before
&nd behind him, nﬂ eyes scanned
the outskirts of the town.

His weck's enforced rest had
done him a world of good, in spite
of the mental strain he had been
under, and he felt like a different
man from the weak and nearly
fainting person who had come inta
town by this same route such a
relatively short time before,

"What are those old buildings
down there?” He turned to Joe
who was just behind him, an
nodded toward the north end of
town with an air of idle curiosity.

“Just a bunch of old shacks'

oe answered, “First off, It Tooked
ike the town was going to apread
. that way, Then, the railroad come
a mile farther south than they'd
reckoned, and left that end fiat,
Cleaned Ran Simpkins and a cou-
ple of others out complete, and
their places have been deserted
ever since,"

“They're not much to look at,"
Ted observed carelessly, cleverly
disguising the excitement that
coursed through him at the
thought of Kay being concealed
gomewhere In those ruined shacks.
The tim» f.r a break was not yet,
end Heaven only knew when it
would be. But at least ha knew
where to head to look for Kay.

One thing would be in his favor:
‘l he once made a gelaway, the
ast place they'd expect him to
ake for, would be Clear Water

in! And while they were

:-coutirui for him in the mountainas,
he'd at least have a chance to get
back and fres Kay, After that,
t didn’t much matter what hap-
fened. he thought recklessly, as
htcely left the confines of the town,
and headed up the trail on the
west side of the central divide,

A Prelext For Lagging

FOR two hours they had been
climbing, and the long purple

Ted gave a sudden lunge and
shout, and gulded him to the can-

on's edge. With . squeal of panle
ﬂla animal took the jump as the
only alternative to the death drop
that yawned before him.

The horse barely caught the
other side, miraculously galned
his balance and plunged up the
timbered side, as shots and curses
rang out from across the canyon.

Leaning low over his head, Ted
urged him on, ducking as the ran-
dom bullets whistled past, and
prnyin;il to the gods of luck, into
whose hands he had so recklessly
played, Behind him resounded
the scream of a horse in terror,
and & dull crash. Then came a
blasphemous chorus of shouts, snd
the shots ceased,

Ted pushed on with a shudder of
horrar. One of the men must have
tried to follow him, and missed by
the narrow margin he had won by.

Realizing that at list he had the
reak he had hoped for, Ted
erashed up the slope. He must give
the impression that he was making
for the high timber, where there
were plenty of ploces to hide,

It would take Zelte Farley and
his posse some time to round the

shadows thrown by the setting
sun filled the deep canyon that
yawned at their left, as they
rounded the high cliffs on their
right. ’

5o far there had not been the

lightest chance for a break, hut

‘ed was pinning his hapes on the
more open regions above, just be-
fare they struck the big timber.
For K&yssake.uwell as his own,
he could not afford to let his im-

tience lead him to take too reck-
exs chanoes,

To his relief, Zeke Farley had
flecreed that they should push on
Mter dark, until they reached the
nore dangerous passes,

Ted's attitude of alternate wenk
Irritation and _apathy had per-
yuaded Zeke Farley, as Ted in-
tended it should, that he was
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WATER SPORTS

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS!
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