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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further pioof address the author, inclosing s stamped emvelope for repl. .

SYNOPSIS: Koy Crandon
decides to rebulld har buyrned
ranch house and barm, though
Neighbor Josh Hastings, whom
ahe hates, wants to buy her ranch
end marry Kay. Ted Gaynor, &
puncher she impulsively hired,
fights Scrap Johngon, 8 cowhand
who molested Kay, They shoot
out, wounding each other. Hast-
ings smeaks up and kills Scrap
with Ted's gun. Ted crawla to a
cabin where a girl (Marlon)
nurses him. A week later the
sherifl arresta him on a Hp un-
consclougly plven by Koy, Ted's
trial for murder at Clear Water
Basin 12 going against him with-
out a witness in his behalf,

Chapter 38
Ted's Defense

T*HERE remained for today only

Ted's story to be told, and then
the verdict. Ted had electecl to con-
duct his own defense, in the cer-
tainty that his straightforward
story would make more impres-
sion than anyone elss's presenta-
tion of the facts,

But now as he thought over
yesterday's proceedings, with the
cards stacked ngainst him this
way, he wosn't 30 sure. He pulled
out the heartbroken little note
from his mother and sister that the
sheriff had allowed him to raceive,
and read it for the hundredth time.
Their touching eonfidence in his
innocence was comforting, and, at
least for the lime heing, they were
being cared for by some nelgh-

OTE.

Pughing away the thought of
what would happen to them if he
was convicted, Ted wondered what
had become of Marion. He had
been uneasy about her, because
he had a hunch that there was
something tragic about her father
that she hadn't tald him. And when
they had announced in court yes-
terday that she couldn't come to
testify because of the lliness of her
father, he had felt a presentiment
that something was very wrong.

As Ted pondered bitterly on his
Inability to help anyone, the dep-
uty sheriff arrived with his break-
fast. He brought it in, announcing
with a grin that a lady was outside
and wanted to see him.

“A Indy?" Ted looked up eager-
l{] II-‘erhnpa Marion had coma aftar
all!

“Yenh. Sam Cutter sald she
eould see you for five minutes, He
always is partial to red heads"

“Red heads!” Ted echoed, his
heart beating suﬂocmng_iy against
his ribs, *“You mean—""

“Kay Crandon’s her name, and
the's eoming back in half an hour,”
be answered. :

Blood surged into Ted's face,
and he gripped the iron cot until
his knuckles showed white in his

de.“.]f.ly tannad hands !

ull her I'm not seeing anyone,
Joe." he said grufy after a long

pliuige,
Jop gazed at him In open-
' mouthed stupefaction. "Hell's

bells!" Why not? She's some look-
er, and she sure seems anxious
about you, You'd better see what
she has to say."

“I'm not going to see her, do you
hear me?" Ted turned so flercely
on Him that Joe jumped.

“All right, all right," he soothed.
*Have it your own way."

He went out and locked the
door, leaving Ted to the tumultu-
ous thoughts and emotions that
coursed through him.

Kay's unexpected appearance on
the scone proved how little he had
succeeded In putting her out of his
mind, in spite of his determination
to do so. He longed with all his be-
ing to see her, but the galling
thought that she wns the one who
was responsible for his being there
at all, steeled him ngainst her.
Nothing she could say could atone
for that damaging fact, and It
would be folly to let himself be
stirved up at this time by seeing
her again.

If sver he needed all hilg selt
eontrol and wits, he needed them
now, when he was fighting for his
life, There was no place for Kay
Crandon in the picture today!

He forced his mind away from
Kay, and concenteated on his
story, going over it from every
angle to be sure it was siraight and
unshakahble,

But Hix Eves Seck Kay
[ OST in deep thought, he failed
= {0 hear Joe's fobtsteps again
in the corridor, nnd anly looked up
at the sound of his name, to sea Joe
aticking a folded plece of paper
through the doo

“She =aid to give you that," he
sald. "Seems kind of upsel at not
seein' you, Hadn't you better
change vour mind?"

"No!" Ted thundered, looking up
at him without moving, “.l\nd‘!
don't want any noles, either, Take
it back to her.”

‘Say, 1 kind of hate to do that.
She'll teel bad!" Joe looked doubt-
fully. at the letter in his hand.
“What's got intoe you to be 30
ornery

"Clear out!" Ted snapped. “And
don’t came back until it’s time for
me ta go to the trial!™

With a p 1 shake of the
head, Joe o { without fur-
ther comment, and Ted w t
again 1o the solitude he dems
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It was an hour luter before Jos
reappeared, and this ime Ted ac-
companied him to the big room in
front that was digni by the
name of court room.

The sheriff and one of his depu-
ties were seated at one end of the
long wooden table that stood on a
raised platform at the back of it
Joe motioned Ted to his plnce at
the other end, and then joined
Sam Cutter, At another table,
alongside, sat the 12 men who were
to decide Ted's fate,

There was a small space left be-
fore the rows of seats began. Ted
eould see at a glance that the room
was even mare crowded than it
had been on the day before. c.very
seat was taken, and standing room
was filled to capacity.

In the sea of faces before him,
Ted's glance caught Josh Hastings
and Tom Runyon, but he passed
them by without change of expres-
sion, his eyes seeking Kay in spits
of His renui’ut!on to Ignore her com-
pletely,

There were comparatively few
wamen in the room and he alnut[!ed
her out almost immediately, His
heart ﬁ:ﬂ a great throb as he
caught her eye.

She was Iooking at him with
garled Iips, her head held proudly,

ut a hurt and bewildered expres-
slon in her eyes, She gave a hesi-
tating half smile, but Ted allowed
his eyes to drift past her, without s
flicker of recognition,

Out of the coriner of his eye he
was consclous of the sudden rush
of erimzon that dyed her cheeks,
then his attention was summaril
drawn to Sam Cutter, who pound.
ed on the table, calling loudly for
order, The buzz of talk subsided,
and in an important voice he out-
lined the eventa of the preceding

day,

’Fed listened attentively, even
Kay forgotten, as the vital moment
npiproached when he must make
his plea.

The sherlff finished at last, and
turned to him,

“We'll hear the prisoner's story
now," he announced in a pompout
manner.

Kay Calls A Halt

TED stood up, and in a firm volce

recited his story, which he had
rehearsed so many times to him-
self. He found his eyes uncon-
sclously straying to Kay's face.
And when he came to tell how
Serap Johnson had stolen up on
him as he had been taking a drink,
and shot him down by the waler's
edge, he saw her blanch, and, with
her hand at her throal, as though
suddenly short of breath, glance
over at Josh Hastings,

Golng on with His narrative, Ted
told how he had dragged himsel
along the stream's bank until he
had come to the clearing, and Ma-
Trl,nn]_lilnd taken him in, and saved
s e,

stopped. Then, Sam Cutter cleared
his throat, and rose lo his fest

“How ohout that fight you hnd
with Scrap Johnson av Kelly's?
Do you admit you threatened to
kill him that time?"

Ted hesitoted n moment. He saw
clearly enough the trap that the
sheriff was trying to lead him
into, but he decided to stick to the
absalute truth,

“I belleve 1 did," he answered.
“But that doesn’t prove I did "

"Who was the girl you were
fighting about?”

A dull red crapt up behind Ted's
ears, as the sheriff brought out this
unexpected question,

“I refuse to answer,” Ted re-
turned Sam Cutter's look with set-
tled definnce. *“That has no bearing
on the case."”

“I'm the judge of that!" Sam
Cutter snapped angrily., “One of
the witnesses yesterday sald Scrap
Johnion had referred to her as ‘a
red heaced flly.' Is that 507"

Y1 refuse to answer,” Ted relter
ated stubbornly,

"The jury'll do well to make a
note of that," the sheriff sneered
"Only I reckon they won't need it
All they've got to da is to take the
facts into account. They've got the
fxun. and the bullet thal came from
L. They've got the prisoner's ad-
misslon that he threatened to kill
the murdered man. It ain't even
worth my while to cross-examine
his eack-and-bull story," he ended
searnfully.

Turning impressively to the
jury, he began, “l charge you to—*

"“Whait a minute!"

A tipple of excilement ran over
the room, as every eye turned ta
Kay, Her cheaks crinison, but her
head held proudly high, Kay sinod
facing Sam Cutter, her vellow

. Kay and Imprisons her.

hrown eves black with the intensi.
| ty of her amotinn,

| . “I ohject to this trial going any
| further! It's Negall™

Sam Cutter banged an the tahle
to stop the buzz of comment tha
|::.rm-rr:1 this surprising interrup
lon,

‘1 don't understand vou, Miss
Crandon,” he said severely, “You'll
e:lhl:r have to keep still or gel
out”

“But T protest this triall" Kay"
volee giew atendier as she wen!
on, “Ted Gaynor cannot be tried
in Tdaho, Serap Johnson was mur
derad in the state of Montanal™
[Copyright, 1937, Marie de Nervaud)

Tomorrow, Josh Hastiongs kidnaps
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Hanglhg CGurdens of Babylon
Strange as It seems, the Hanging

Gardens of Babylon did not hang
They grew in
A twisted translation of the Latin

terraces, but due to

‘pensilis," meaning baleony, the

second wonder of the world has ita
English misnomer.

An nearly as ean be detormined, |

Each ‘“stap" |

re |

frult-braring |
Undernenth each
were uxurions apartmonis
protected from  Irrigation wathr for
the gardens by thick shests of lead
The geardens wers (rrigitod wWith hy-
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R6\PN, GHE LONGED FOR HER NATIVE MOUNTAING 0 THE KING
Hhoﬁ_ﬁfg IND WONDER OF THE WORLD BLILT TO HIMOR HER us

| Hght

cotsiated  of | behind the constrilction of the hang-
baleonlea of terraces, one above the | Ing gardens |a a young girl's home-
other, rislog ke a glant stalrway to | nlokness, The girl
a helght of 380 feot
had a cavity tn whigh plants, flo
ing shriubs and eoven
treen Wwere ralaed

| level plains of her adoptsd countey,
There was a dead silence as he | +ypepn { f ; 4

ARD AND FORWARD
&%Kg"ﬁeRTawﬁe INTHE 1%

WHEN LEFTY GILLIGAN'S MOTHER INSISTED ON
WHGHING HIS UNIFORM AND WHEN LEFTY REFUSED
FLATLY 10 PITCH UNLESS BE COULD WEAR T, THE
TEAM SPENT AN ANXIOUS MORNING WAITING 10 SEE
IFIf WOULD DRY IN 1IME FOR THE AFERNOON GAME

(Copyright, 1097, by The Bell Byndicate, Ine)
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OF BABYLON WERE ERECTED
THE %ung QUEEN OF NEBHCHADNEZZAR

A remarkable featire In the con-
dtruction of the hangiheg gardens was
the oxtensive use of stons, But little
stone was avallable in the reglon
dnd the hanging gardens are belleved
s have besn the only Babylonian
structure in which hewn atone was
used to any lurge extent,

Non-Humming Homming Bicd

Unlike the almest musical sound
mede by othar specles of humming
birds, Rivoll's Humming bird makes
n nolss morm on the order of tha
buzz af & large blitnble bee or beetle,

Humming birds make thelr nolss
with thelr wings. Vorally. they ars
ihe longed for the hilly foumntry of | almost mute, being capabls of ut-
her native land. Her adering bushand | tering little more than s sgueak
thereupon had the ghrdens bullt to Tomorrow Whera Were Human
socithe Her Beings Onca Used as Money?

dmaulic pumps which mlsed water
to a ressrvolr on the top terrace.
For some centuries the history
mnd detalls of the hanging gariens
wera velled In legend and doubt, but
recent excavations have dons mueh
to bring facts regarding them  to

Historically necopted as the motive

WAl AmyCs, a
Perslan, who married Nebuchadien-
zar aud camn to live with him in his
Babylonian empire. Wearled by the

Plane Crash Kills

Colonel, Sergeant

WASHINGTON, Aug. 18.—(P—Tho |

Willlam C 'Mr_('.hn:d and Stafl Sgt

Michael J. O'Connall of the alr mrm|

were killed todny In an alrplane crash
near Gooohinnd, Osl
MeChord . was officer in churge of

operationh i the offlce of the chiof Lhis offies desoribed an g norvols and

attock plane. the department aald, e
from Bolling fild to Atlanta “on a KLAMATH FALLS, Aug. 10.—(AP)
Irrrtmnr rross-country [Hght” —Kismath eoiu amiall seed in-
- dustry, whi¢h has developed rapldly
Sen. MeCarman 1L during the past faw years, will bring
WASHINGTON, Aug. 19— (AP— | 4 return of about 8300,000 this seas-
Henator Pat MeCarrin of Novada rest= | any, according to County Agent ¢. A
o Ao noval hospital today after whit | Hendersan, Abmit 00 percent of the
Irr\\'-‘mw will Be from Alsike ¢lover

of the army alr corps, Q'Cmm-.'ll|m|ynlrnl breakdown: Dr. George W.
was atantionsd at Bolllng field. Calver, capitol phyalcian, &id he pre-
They were en route In a two-place | seribed a rest fof the senutor.
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LINE OFFICIALS TO
KEEP THE MATTER
QUIET MEAMNWHILE,
IN THE OFFICE OF
FIELD MANAGER
JENKINS; TOMMY,
SKEETER AND BETTY-
LWOU ARE BEING
QUESTIONED BY THE
AIRPORT OFF ICIAL AND
GENE SCROGGIE,
DEPT INSPECTOR

TAILSPIN TOMMY—The Mystery Grows!
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W-WHY..| DON'T
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FOR HER BAG.
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