SYNOPSIS: Fire destroys Kay
Crandon's ranch houss and barn,
Neighbor Jogh Hartinga tries to
buy her ranch and court Koy,
but tha hates him gnd ia eager lo
yebpild, Ted Guynor, a puncher
she impulsively hired, Aghts Segap
Johnson, a cowhond twho Mo-
lested Kuy, Shooting it out, they
wound esch other, Hastings finda
them unconscious and kills Scrop
with Ted's gun. Ted crawls loa
eabin where a pirl (Marion)
ntirses him a weeke Kay sees
them togother, misunderstonds
and delirfously givean atway the
*hideonut" after falling off her
horze, Ted is arrested and Sheriff
Zeka Farley quizzea Marion,

Chapter 25
A Disturbing Return
OW'D you come to be here in
the first place?"” asked Sheriff
Reke Farley.

Marion steadied herself 1o meet
this question she had been dread~
Ing.

“My father and I were on a
eamping trip,” she began, agree-
ably surprizsea to find herself
speaking so easily and naturally.
¥He hiad to go back fora week or so
on business, and I decided to wait
for him here."

“All alone?" the sheriff exclaim-
#d. “You weren't afraid?”

“I'm never afrald In the moun-
tains." Murion smiled faintly at
him. “Asit hippened, it was lucky
1 stayed. Ted Gaynor waouldn't be
alive today, unless someone had
taken care of him."

“Reckon that muy turn out to be
wasted effort," Zeke Farley com-
mented grimly, “But that's neither
here nor there. What are you aim-
ing to do now?" -

Marion looked at him with wide-
ayed surprise that he should ask
such & question,

"Why, wait here until my father
eomes back,” she answered.

“What's your father'’s name?"
the sheriff asked abruptly,

“Chris Howell, and we're from
Missoula, I'm Marion Howell.”

“Chris Howell." Zeke Furley re-

ated the noma reflectively.
Strikes me I've heard something
nul;ruy Chris Howell, and just lately,

0

Marion paused & moment, to be

re her voice was under control,

hat rumors had he heard? And
how much truth was there in
them?

"“You may have heard that he's
been sick,” she said finally. “That's
ong of the reasons we came |
here, to give him a completa rest
He'd seen this old deserted shack
pnte, nnd always had a notion that
he'd like to camp out here some
time."

Maybe that was it," the sherift
apgrecd, "TYIl come back to me
Inter.” He rubbed his chin in a per-

lexnd fashion ns he gazed ot Mur-
on. 'l reckon there's nothing 1 can

do nbout you, if you're hell bent to

stay here,” he said at last. “But you
must let me know when you leave.
You'll be wanted as a withessat the
trinl"

“I'm rendy to do anything I can,”
Marion promised, “'m convineed
this charge against Ted Gaynor is
all a terrible mistake. That man's
no murderer.”

“He sure hns & way with the
women, all right” Zeke Farley
commented. "That's what Kay
Crandon says"

“0Oh, you've sean her, then?"
Marion asked with eager curlosity,

“Sure I've seen her. It was her
Dad's gun, that she'd given to Gay-

or, that the killing wis done with,
ut even in foce of that, she's sure
he's innocent. Or ‘was, when I
talked with her, at least, Seems
like she's changed her mind,
though!”

Zeke Farley stooped down and
loked up his hat, proparatory to
olning the others outside, Then he
Jm:w.'f]. nen sudden thought struck

m.
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havini been the one who had tip-
ped him off as to Ted's where-
abouts.Itwould just about kill Ted
to know that the girl he was so
r:gazy about had done a thing like
that.

“How could shel” Marion ex-
c.aimed aloud, an angry resent-
ment nﬁainsl Koy ?nuesslnu her,
and excluding for the moment all
thought of anything else. “She
can't be as fine as Ted imagines her
to be she went on scornfully,
then stopped abruptly as another
thought struck her and sent the
hlnog flooding into her face, aa it
quickened her heart beats.

How had Kay Crandon found
oul? How could she possibly have
found out, except by haviiy seen
them there herself?

A memory of the noise she
thought she had heard the night
before flashed over Marion's mind.
Was it possible that Kay Crandon
had crept up and looked in the
window, while she and Ted had
been talking together?

The irony of the fact that at the
very minute Ted had been !alkm%
to her about Kay, Kay hersel
might have been garing in at them,
unable to hear anything they said,
but putting a wrong construction
on the whole scene, brought a
stifled ery of dismay from Marion's
lips,

pIn a flash she could see the whole
thing with Kny's eyes. Supposa
Ted has been mistaken, and Kay
really cared for him, as he did for
her? How must she have felt then
to find him alone with anather gicl!

Crimson flooded Marlon's cheeks
agnin, as she remembered how,
just before slie had heard that
sound which she had taken for an
animal prowling about the houss,
she had fell Ted's pulse and put her
hand on his forehend.

How must that have looked to an
ohserver from outside? Of course,
Kay's jealousy would have been
aroused, i she had been in love
with Ted!

"But jenlousy ar no jenlousy, she
shouldn't have given him away to
the sheriff!" 'Marion ngonlized
aloud, "I must go and tell her——"

“Who shouldn't have given who
away 1o the sheriffi?"

A voice behind Marlon made her
spin around In ampzement. The
next moment, she was flying down
the steps, and over to the edge of
the clearing behind tHe hut,

"Dad!" she exclaimed, her voles
vibrating with joy and relief. She
started to throw herself into his
arms, but he held her off, and with
a rush of her old fear, she rec-
ognized the terrible wild look in
his eyes,

Cold Fury
8 ‘_’!{0 were youi talking about?"
her father demanded. “What
sheriff? Where?"

¥It has nothing to do with us*™
Marion maid soothingly, her eyves
nnxiously studying his haggard
face, I'l] tell you nll about it Inter.
But first, let me get you something
to eat, Why don't you wait out here
and let me bring it to you?" she
ended, with a sudden realization of
the disorder of the hut, and the In-
evitable explanations that would
be demanded if he saw it, before
she had a chance to efface the evi-
dences of Tad’s occupancy,

Quick suspiclon flared in his
ayes, and without a word, he thrust
her aside, and walked to the door
of the cabin. Heg heart in her
throat, Marion followed him, and
stood trembling, as she nwaited the
inevitable explosion of his unrea-
| sonabla wrath.

He took one look in tha door,
then turned with a enld fury to
Marion

"What Is the meaning of this?"
THe dangerous quist of his volee
was mote terrible than if he had
shouted at her. “Nice way you've
followed my instructions!”

*1 eoulidn’t help it Dad!” Marion
reached out an appealing hand and
put it on his arm; “Tw
you loft, n wounder Iy
erawled into the clearing here. I1a
was nearly dead, and if 1 hadn't
brought him in and taken eare of
hitn, he would have died. You
wouldn't have wa
{such an inhuman thing a
| him there to die like a dog. would

"Ha, ha!™ her father suddenly
gave n wild laugh, that made Mar-
lon start with hortor. “Of courae
not! Don't let a stranger die! Kill
yvour father instead!"

A feeling of helplessness and o
nameless horror deprived Marion
for a moment of all power of
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof addrosa the author, inclosing s stamped envelope for reply.
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RoBERI DEVERELX,
WhG PuT To DEATH B AN EXECUTIONER
WHOSE L/FE HE HAD ONCE SAVED --
GEORGE DERRICK s
THE WoRrD "PERRICK" 16 DERIVED FROM
HE EXECUTIONERS NAME BECPUSE OF HiI6
(NVENTION OF P DERRICK-TYPE GALLOWS s

Exectited by the Man He Saved,

Btrange as & enoms, the word
“derriok™ 1s deflved from the name
of villalnous English hangman of
the 168th century, George Derrick
Officlal execulloner for Geoarge Dove-
reaux, eoarl of Essex. during a mille
tary expedition in Fmnce, Derrick |
was arrested in Onlaly for mviahing
& woman, was tried, convieted and
santanced to death, Only the inter-
vention af Devereux saverd him from
the dedth that he meted out to so
many others

Ratuming to England, Derrick was

appalntad crown exe longe

ognltion of A new
inventen It ¢ Mid of
bonms and & pulley arrange
hanglng severnl

Beachuae of the fame of Dirs

lows, his name came to be applied
to all hangmen and gallows, aventu-
ally arriving st It prosont usage In
meaning varlous kinds of holsting
APPAT tus

At the start of the ITth century,
Derrick’s ono-time life saver, the Earl
of Esanx, fell under the displonsure
of Queon Elfrabeth, was convicted
of high erimes and sentenced to the
ahapping block, Detalled to perform
the exectition, Derriok dispiayed lttle
squeamishness in behending the enrl
m Pebrunry 28, 1601

Warm Ire
Fallure to let jee of low tempera-
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tmn freenn. pome of them in  tranait
| vestipations by

ans sl In-

the Buresy of Plant

WILLIAM
CoLOIRON

200 000, 000-YebR-0LD

MONUMENT At/&’, 0!)’/:?. ONTO COURA HANG ON To IT KNEE, A STRAINED TEMPER AND
A PETRIEIED CAULON || ¢ e OF 1 To31S GAME
1 8-9 (Gopyright, 1837, by The Bell Syndicats, Ins)

GIVES THEM AfENNIS BALL TO

TAKES CAILDREN WHH M 10 6E15 EMBROILED IN SEVERAL
TeNNIS co?nfs 1o WATCH MINOR fRAFTIC ACCIDENTS BE- PLAY WiH AND STRICT ORDERS
WHILE HE PLAYS CAUSE CHILDREN KEEP STRAYING  To MEEP OFF THE COURT

ONTO COURT 10 SEE BETIER

(= N VIEW OF ULTIMATUM JUNIOR-
CHASES BRLL RCROSS COURT HIM-

SELF, RESULTING IN A SKINNED

HAS To KEEP STOPPING GAME  AF{ER TENTH TIME TELLS
1o PItK UP HEIR BALL WHICH THEM HE WON'T PILR Y UP
[ 15 CONTINUALLY BOUNDING ABRIN, 50 THEY'D BETTER

REE STUMP 15 A
MEMORIPLTOTHE LATE —
DR. DAVID WRITE,
EMINENT GEoLoGIsT
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Industry, U, 8. Bureay of Agriculture,
show, Frearing damags can be pre-
vatitad by allowing the lce to galn a
bit of heat hefors It Is crushed. It
will mot malt until it reaches 33 de-
grees Fahrenheit

Prebistocic’ Monument
Fitting s the monument to David
White on the campus of the East
Central State Tenchers college at
Adn. Colo. An outstanding paleobo-
tanist and geologint, he made impor-
ributions o the study of
i plants. The patrified tree
ent dedicated to his memory
s estimnted sat well over three hiun-
died million years old
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Battle  Were

Carey. moad construction worker, be- |
came stalled the
waters hit it  Carey’s wife drowned
while he earried thelr two children.
three and {ive years old, severnl feet
from the waah, ' office
reported,

and M, Albert Lewls, was swopt
away and drowned by the raging tor-

rent

when crushing

Cardinal Hayes
. Much Improved

thn &l

AL tho snme Mary  Lewin | NEW YOREK, Aug. 14 —{AP)—Car- | fore returning upstate.
Rirl, walking | dinal Patrick Haves was treporten *
nlong the rosd 0r parents, Mr. " “much improved™ today a8t l’ln-l Use Mall Tribupe swant ads

cent hospltal where he became »
patient iast night after asuffering
an attack of indigeation at his sums-
mer home near Montioella, N Y
There {a no cause for slatm, the
hospital sald. adding the 0f-year-old
prelate probably would remain 8
few more days observation bhe-
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