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SYNUPSIS: Fire destroys Kay
Crandon's rarich hotuse and barn.
Neiyhbor Josh Hastings tries tc
bty her vanch and court Loy,
but she hater hini ond is defer-
mined za ravulld. Ted Gaynar, o
puncher she impulsively hired,
fights Scrap Johmsom, a cowhand
whe me.estea fay. They shoet it
out, wounding wach other. Haat-
ingr fAnds them uncomscious and
kilts Serap with ('ed's gur. Ted
erawls 1o a cabin where a virl
named Marion aurgex him. The
gun puts Sherifl Farley on Ted'
trail Kay sees Tad and Marion
together in the cabin ond rides
off i iealous agony. She falla,
Tom Huryon, the fire patrol, finds
her and she babules unconacious-
1y of Ted's kideoul.

Chapter 33
The Tip Off

M RUNYON stood up and

turned his mount about, head=-

ing him down the trail, Then

stooping, he gathered Kay in his

srms, and lay her across the sad-
dle.

Mounting behind her, he gath-
sred her into his arma so that her
hesd rested on his shoulder, and
slowly and carefully started the
descenl.

By the time they renched the
stream, it was clear that Kay was
not going to be dble to ride Flicker
back to the ranch. Untying him,
Tom gave him a sharp cut of his
quirt, and listened while he
wplashed across the stream and
headed up the trail of the west-
ern slope of the eastern divide.
Then, holding Kay tightly to him,
he guided his horse into the dark
swirling water.

All through the long ride out of
the mountuing, Kay babbled on in
her delirium, and Tom Runyon
listened,

An ugly look flashed Into his

es whenever Kay mentioned
ed's name, It was evident that
she thought more of Ted than
Tom had supposed, but instead of
shaking him from his purpose to
win Kay for himself, it made him
all the more determined,

As he made his plans for get-
ting rid of his rival, Tom gave
a viclous chuckle, He had him
where he wanted him, all right!
But it wouldn't do to take any
chances on his making a get-away!
He must get to a telephone as soon
as possible

Then Tom struck on a brilliant
{dea. Why not take Kay directly
to the Flylng Six? Her aunt was
there, and she would be much bet-
ter cared for, than in her little
eabin. He had never met Josh
Hastings, but he knew that he had
been n friend of Koy's father, so
he felt sure he'd be only too glad
to look wfter her,

Suiting the nction to the thought,
Tom struck oul. ncrm the mesa
o the Flyin r

Kay's del rmus talk had sub-
sded some time before, and she
rested a dead weight in his srma,
as he urged his mount on, Her
breathing was even and renssur=-
Ing. Even though she was un-
doubtedly suifering from concus-
sion from her fall, the indications
were that it was not aerious, He
knew it might be some time be-
fore she completely regained con-
sciousness,

The Inte moon was rising in the
sast as they came in sight of the
l"lylnp Six ranch house, a dark
rambling mass in the silver light.
Following up a shrill whistle with
a loud “Whoopes," Tom clattered
up to the front steps,

Phoning The Sherlft

LIGHT flickered past the living

room wintdows, and the next
minute, Josh Hastings pulled open
the front door,

"Kay Crandon's had an aceldent,
and I brought her here,”" Tom Run-
ﬁun annn. rather importantly.

s

He got no farther. A shriek from
Aunt Kate's open window was fol.
lowed by shufling footateps down
the hall, and Aunt Kale's dishev-
#lled head appeared over Josh
Hastings' shou! dar,

“Where is she?” She imperious.

pushed him aside and made for
the steps, where she met Tom
Runyon coming up with Kay in his

arms,

"“What's happened?”
manded fiercely, *
dnhe to her?"

“She had an ugly fall" Tom
Runyon earried Kay up on the
greh, and lald her down in the
rmmaock. “5he'll be all right,” he
added. “Tt's just a slight concus
slon, but I thought she'd be hetter
off here, than she would be over at
her place.”

"You were dead right" Jorh
Hastings boomed. "We'll look af-
ter her, don't vou worry. But
whare-—"

“I'll %ol you nll that later,” Tom
broke in, leaving Aunt Kate fuss-
ing over Kav, while he beckonad
Jogh Hastings to one side, “I've got
Ing,t in touch with Zeke Farley

ashe de-
What have you

Josh Hastings motioned him to-
wiard the door. “You'll find the

hone r:rm there on my desk."” He
lt;tailm.\vr- Tom Runyon inside
“What's upt”

“I've located that Gaynor _lruy
who's wanted for murder. Tom
Runyon swelled with importance
as he reached for the telephone
Intent on getting his number, he
falled to see the gleam of triumph
lhal quirkly flashed in Josh Has.

5 BVEE,

‘{'.'hera Is he? he demanded
eagorly.

'om motianed him to wait, as he
bent to the telephone,

“This Zeke Farley? I'm Tom
Runyon, the fire patrol. 1 want to
u‘y you off sbout that Gaynor

bird.”

An explosive onth over the wire
eould be heard, even where Josh

Hastings was alnndlng
"Yea%[ know where he is all
right" Wm went on, "He'sup in a8

cubin by a clearing on the south
side of the central divide, Up there
with a girl friend,” he added, with
& malicious lnu{g

Again Josh Hastings could hear
the sherm s exclamation.

“Yeah, | said ‘girl friend, " Tom
repnatcd Kay Crandon saw them
up there—that's how I know. He's
there now. How iong he'll be there,
[ can't tell you.

There was a long pause while
Zeke Farley's voice rumbled over
the wire.

“Reckon that's your best bet”
Tom agreed finally, “I'm te]ephon-
lnﬁ' from the Flying Six."

here was another pause,

“OK.1 rnckrm they'll give me a
shake down." Tom cocked an in-
quiring eye at Josh Hastings, who
nodded his assent.

“What did he zay?" he demand-
ed eagerly, as Tom hung up the
receiver,

“He's smtl{blng Sam Culter over
in the Clear Water basin, and start-
ing off to meet him there." Tom
turned to the porch. "How about
getting Kay to bod somewheres,
and I'fl glve you the dope?”

Aunt Kate met them at the door-

way.

“Put Kay right In that spare
in. my room,” she ordernd,
taking :h'l:ge of the situation. "I
reckon you'te right about its being
A concussion, young man, She fixed
Tom with a s=everely appralsing
eye. “Only 1 don't see why you
couldn't have prevented its hap-
pening at alll”

T wasn't there,”" Tom defended.
He stooped down 1o plek Kay up,
but Josh Hastings shoved him un-
eceremoniously aside.

“Hare! I'll do that!"
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Junes and the Flag

In the meoords of the Continental
congress on June 14, 1777, was writ-
ten tha resolution that crekted the
American flag: “That the {lag of the |

United States 13 st alternnte
red and white; that rh»- inton be 13
ntars; white on n blus field, reprd-

renting a constellation.”

Tom watched Josh Hastings with
surprised and sfiouldering eyes, as
he gathered Kay into his arms and
carried her through the door,

“You needn't look like that,
young man,” Aunt Kate observed
tartly, ns she prepared to follow
after them, “These two uve as good
as engaged and you may as well
know It now as later!"

His jaw dropped with chagrin
and amazement as he walched
Aunt Knte disappenr inside the
house.

‘Throw "Em Up, Sister!”
\. ARION HOWELL stirred rest.
L lessly on her bunk that was in
the tiny room off the main shack
whera Ted was sleeping.

She had thrown hersell fully
dressed on the bunk, as she had
done every night since Ted had
appenred. Now that le was out of
danger, she wouldn't be so con-
stantly on call, she reflected, as she
roised herself on one elbow and
glanced out the crack in the board.
ed-up window over her bunl.

The first geay light of dawn was
cold and cheerless, and with a
shiver, she dropped back, and was
proparing for more sleep, when a
snapping of twigs caught her ear
She told herself [t was anly an ani-
mal prowling through the brush,
but an instinet of alarm neverthe-
less impelled her to get up and
creep thirough Ted's room to the
front door.

Noticing with a glow of satisfac-
tion how deeply and quietly he
was sleaping, she went to the front
door with an amused smile at her-
self for her nervousness,

As ghie put her hand on the lateh
to pull it open, a shova from the
outside flung it in, nearly knock-
ing her down as it swung back
revealing a group of men. One of
them instantly covered her with
hiz gun

“Throw 'em up, sister,” he com-
manded, “and the less fuss you
make, the betler for vou!" He
made way for the others to pass
“Go on in, and hog-tie that hird "
he ordered, keeping one eve on
Marfon to see how she was going
to respond to this surprise inva.
alon

"There's no use throwing my
hands up. ax 1 haven't a gun
Marion was amazed at the calm-
ness of hier own voles, which belled
the sick terror thal posseszed her,
Every instinet waa alert to keep
Her wits about her, as the enly pos-
sible way to save Ted, nnd her
father ns well. “What right have
you to hreak in this way?™

“The right ¢ e Iaw to arrest
n murderer” ZeKe Farlevy an-
swered with hrutal abruptness
fCopyright, 19397 Maris de Navvawd)

Sheriff Sam Cutter forces Ted la
rld.e off with his posse, lnmgrra\l‘
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Three  weeks
“twinship" was further borne out
when Captaln Jopes holsted the
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THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEAGUE
L

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

ALTHOUER -TREES AND BUSHES HAVE
CERTAIN DISADVANTAGES ON A BALL FIELD,
THE TEAM FINDS MUCH IN THEIR FAVOR WHE‘N
DURING A GAME, SCOUTS SIENAL THE APPROACH
OF PARENTS LODKlNG FOR. BOYS WHO ARE SUPPGSED
10 BE HOME MOWING -THE LAWN

(Copyright. 1037, by The Beall Syndicats, Ine.)
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