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w suy Crondon of
the Lszp Nire hires s new
puncher, Ted Gaynor, whom she
finds in the forest desperately
about to set a fire to get o job.
Josh Hastings, who wants to buy
the Lazy Nine ond wed Kay, in-
vites her to the Flying Stz when
her ranch howse and barn mys-
teriously burn, She refuses, dis-
tristing him, but young sister
Habe and Aunt Kate go, Kay finds

S
J?‘.. Bes

NTCR

him, As Kay switiiy thougnt back
to this former encounter, she fell
her heart beating fast, with a sud-
den fear,

Not fear for hersell, because he
wouldn't dare molest her in any
way. But fear that Josh Hasting:z
might have sent him on to make
an offer to Old Man Warren, and
foil her plan to ‘net the necessary
E'n:bnr to rebuild her house and

.

ahe can't get the | v
ta rebuild—it poes on the mori-
pupe. Ted stirs the outfl to cut its
own lumber and rebuild without
pay, Kay carglesaly tells this plan
to Hastings before buying the
only available timberland.

Chapter 12
Race To Old Man Warren's

“T"HERE'S something I want to
ask you," sald Jos Hulini:.
“Who was the fellow you were In
town with, today?"
"He's a new puncher l've just
tuken on"” Koy dextrously evaded
his grasp, and van lightly down the

steps,

“What's his nama?" '

Kay prelended pot to hear as
she swung into the saddle and
picked up the reins, “I'll tell you
about him some other time," she
ealled, with an attempt at a gaily
nonchalant tone. Controlling her
impatience with a mighty effort,
she hended Flicker for the La
Nine at a leisurely eam trot until
she was oul of gight of the ranch
house.

Onee safely hidden in a coulee,
Ka nwunﬁ about at right angles,
and touching Flicker with her
heel, started off on a dead run for

River.
“Stupld, garrulous fooll" she
stormed at herself, as she urged

Flicker on. "Why did I have to
be so smarly about telling all my
flnns? It would be no more than

deserve If he did get that timber
land away from me!"

Resnlved (o make every effort to
undo the possible mischief her i1~
consldered remarks might have
ciuged, Kay busily made her plans
as she raced across the mesa,

Old Man Warren was an old
;rospeclpr who lived in a shack

ust outside Red River, He had im-

pulaively invested his savings
same yeoars ago in the timberland
that was so necessury to Kay's
rlnm. and had been cursing ﬁ'lu
uck ever since,

Kuy hind no'doubt at all but that
he would he anly toa glad to gell.
But once let him get the Idea that
two people were after his prop-
erly, and his price would sky-
rocket out of sight,

As K“f pulled in for a few min-
ulex to let Flicker get his wind
she lnughed at herself for her mad
honte.

“I suppone 1 am as erazy as thal
loeoed coyole Josh Hastings was
talking about,” she observed.
"I‘rnhnhl.‘y It hasn't oecurred to
liim at all, to buy up this land, and
U'm having all this panie for noth-
ing, Just the same it's lucky Old
Man Warren hasn't any telephone,
or he might beat me to I, even
now."

Spurred on by the sudden fear
that Hastings might send a mes-
sage 1o the store for Warren to
go over there and eall him up, Kay
urged Flicker on again. Gradually
through the clatter of Flicker's
hoot beats, she heard the insistent
Euundlna of more hoofs behind

or,

Sudden Panic selzed her, and
she gave Flicker a touch of her
spur, not daring to glance back, in
her certninty that she would see
Joah Huuun{:n following post-haste
on_ her trail,

Irnpcrnegllbly she could feel the
pursuing horse catching up, and
at last, unable to bear the suspense
and uncertalnty any longer, she
gianced around.

She gasped out her rellef, and
reined in slightly at the sight of
the mysterious horseman, She had
noiden who he was, but that slight
figure couldn't be Josh Hastings.
It would be better, she decided, to
wait and see what he wanted, as
he was obviously trying to eatch
up with her. His horse being faster
than Flicker, he waas hnunrf to ac-
complish his purpose sooner or
later, 2o it would bs more dignified
to slow down than to appear o be
frightened inta Night.

Grradually pulling Flicker In, she
rode ahead more at ease, and as
the pounding hoof beats behind
har drew nenr, she reined in, and
lurned to face the stranger.

No Fear For Hersell

]\'.\\' had a vague feeling of hav-
ing seen the man who was
eoming on at a hard gallop, but
for the moment she mtﬁﬁn'l place
. % he drew nearer, she

cognized him as one of the Fly-
ng < punchers,

She couldn't remember his
name, but she clearly recalled

having seen him at the last dance

on the range, Something about
him had distinctly :'rpelted her.
She h {isliked his narrow face,
with vehitl gray eves, broken

the unpleasant twist to
uth, He'd tried to dance with
ut she had deftly evaded

nose

S ing hig face as he came
toward her in the vain effort to
read his purpose in his expression,
Kay steeled hersell to meet the
situation with all the cunning at
her command,

There was a chance, of course,
that he was simply on his way te
town with no thought of Old Man
Warren in his inind, and that all
her fears were groundless, In tha
case, she must just plnir him slong,
and not show any anxiety.

“Say, this is what I eall Juck!"

Kay instinctively disliked his

rasping voice, and the bold way
he eved her, as he drew up beside
her, “T spoited you a lang wayx

back," he went on, “and reckoned
as we both seemed to be headed
for town, we might as well ge
along together, But it took somas
catching up! What's all the rush
Cutie?"

Kay's eyes blazed at his familiar
manner, bul she controlled her
anger, and forced herself to pre-
tend she hadn't npticed his im:
pudent form of address.

“T am In rather a rush" she
answered, “so I'm afraid 1 wan'l
be a very agreeahle companian
You probably won't want to keep
up my pace, so I'll go on ahead.”

“Haughty as ever, eh?" Hir
laugh had a harsh, disagreeable
note. "Well, I reckon I can keep
“i‘é pace you set."

ay bit her'lip as she tried te
decide what would be best 1o do
It he hadn't been sent afier hes
by Josh Hastings, it would be bet
tar to put up with his compan)
ratoer than have any argumen
about it. After all, the main poin
was to get to Red River as soor
ns possible. And even if he wn
planning on seeing old Man War
ren it would be the lesser of tw:
evils to have him arrive with her
rather than to beat him to it.

The fact that he had caught up
with her instead of trying to pas
her and race ahend, somewhat al:
layed her fears anbout Josh Has
tings' complielty in the matter. So
deciding to make the best of thy
situation, she aceopted his com-
pany with as good n grace as she
could muster.

“All right, If you want a hard
nll::(p." In spite of herself, Kay
couldn’t keep her dislike entirely
out of her tone, nnd she saw ar
ugly flash come into his eyes, ane
his mouth twist into a mneer.
= Without waiting for an nnswer
Kay picked up Flicker's reins, ane
touched him with her heel. He shol
ahead, Impatient to he off ofter the
delay, and llke a flash put some
distance between Koy and her.un-
welcome escort, who had  beer
somewhat slower in starting.

Hoping that the man had taker
her hint, and was going to let he
go ahead alone after oll, Kay bent

orward and gently urged Flicke
ahead.

Helplessiy Pinioned

A SUDDEN whirring sound mad:

her start and straighten in the
saddle with instant alarm, But be:
fore she could mnke any furthe
move, she felt the 1nop of a larial
dr'ﬂ: over her shoulders,

e next instant It tightened
and Flicker started at the sudder
check, springing to one side ns Kay
made n desperate effort to free
herself, Thrown off her balance
and held helpless by the rope pin
ioning her arms to her sides, sl
swayed In the saddle, and ther
felt evervthing grow black ns sl
crashed to the ground.

It was only a minute or twa be
fore sha came Lo herself again, bu!
in that interval the Flying Si
rl:m‘hr.-r had plenty of time to (in
sh the job of tying her securely
and rendering her abaolutely help
less.

As Kay opened hor eyes, stung
Into consciousness by the shary

ain of the ropes that cut cruelly
nto her wrisls and nnkles, she
found him standing over her witl
a gloating, jeering expression thal
Alled her with wsinking fear.

Renolutely forcing back het
panie, she summoned all her wits
and courage to her ald, Her only
safety lay In getting a mental ad-
vantage over her assailunt. Any
sign of fear and she would be lost

Struggling into a sitting poai
tlon, she fAxed him with blazing
eves. "How dare vou do this?" she
demanded, her voice firm witl
sudden oulraged anger that actu-
ally did, for the moment, dispe!
her fear, “Cut me loose at once, il
you don't want a necktie party
when my outfit knows of this out.
ragel”

de laughed softly as his n
grav eyes traveled wit) surely
deliberation from her head to hei
feet.

(Copypripht, 1047, Maris de Nertaed

Ted decides to nall down that op.
tion for Kay, tamorrow.
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof address the suthor, Inclosing & stamped envelopa for reply.
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Taksa l
Burpased in population only by
New York City, Tokyo lis u populn-
tian well over 5,800,000, Before Octo-
ber 1, 1082, however, thin Japanese
eapitnl ranked only tenth among
cities of the world and had o pop-
ulntlon of leas than 2,100,000, The
reason. for the wsudden Iherosss of
the city's population was the an-
nexation of #2 adjoining towna on
tha date mentioned. Tokyoe now In=- |
cludes an area of 217 square miles
The City of London, citen mistak-
enly conmdered the most populous
city In the world, bas n papulntion
of around 11.000. 1t i only oun of
the ‘many divisions which comprise
the arom of GRB sguare miles known
as Crepter London
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W.5. EVANS AND
Wé

ON THE SAME HOLE
INTHE SAME ROUND,

THe FIRST BhLLooN
FIBHT OF

HEBTJ. J. QUINN,

L5H.R,ENDED ON

1@ THe Jornson avn|
7 Patied, ON
NN ONS GOLDEN

\Wl7
JORNGON HAD NEVER bﬁfoé\ ’ /
GEEN P BALLOON EYCEPT !

ONHQ HEDPW&%V :

}w .'hrr’ _

REX MATTHE
GCORE% HOLES -IN-ONE

c ) 7 /?52!;-
in fROM THE PosiTioN OF 10TH MosT PopuLoLS CITY IN THe

- Capifal of Japar,
DoUBLED IT6 POPULATION !ﬁ/‘/ A SINGLE DAY,

»

WORLD, IT LEAPED TO 2N/

Hounelng  Herrles
Before n cranberey, I8 sbipped |
munt prove (s fltness for market
by bouncing over a barrier. A berry
thint bas deenyed or othorwise deter-
lotated will not bounce when drop-
ped from a ahort height, The * inee
grading" s done by machi with
the berrlea heing glvan four chances
to bounce over a barrlier. Those that
fall are thrown out,
Anniversary Hallpan
Pollowing Is the agrount of the
odd colncldence flght, as destribed
by ex-Lisutenant J. J, Quinn of Hol-
Iywod, Cnal, 17, 8. nayal reserve dir-
Igible and alrplane pliot duridg the
World war
"I owas  compleling my eouras at
the Haval finld at Akrdn: Ohio

L

went up for my firt free balloon
salo flight o the morning of No-
vember 14, 1017. After fying all day.
I made o anding In a pastire be-
lenging to & farmer named Johnson,
near Paris, Ohilo.

“Jolinson was celebrating bis gold-
en wadding woniversary that day and
had invited thie peopile of the coun-
tryside. Fifty years before, he had
bern  mareied In Youngstown, Ohlo,
and had ‘attended the county [air
there after the wedding. He maw

Captain Baldwin, old-time halloonist,
nwke a parachute Jump from a
nmoks balloon at the falr. That was

| the first ballcon he bnd over meen.

*Mins was the becotd—on hils gold-
en Anniverspry in his own back
yard!™

nre theorelical propf thut Crater lake [ orage of 08 Inches, followed by 86| const,

socpage & nn impotiant factor in the |
supply of for springs nand
strenma ot lower levels,

Snowfall obssrvation ahow AT.54 faret
#s the averuge total fall for the park
nren, A high mark came i the wins
ter of 1032-03 ‘with n tota] of Ti.2
feet, while the soason of 1033-24 wns
low with 182 feel. January is the |
heaviest snowfall month with an ayve

wnter

Inelies for Decomber and 68 for Peh-
rURCy.

The level of Crater Inke at present
Is about 12 teot under the high water

mark reached in 1908, The old shors |

line 1s saally discernible on the basos
of rocky cliff aurrounding the inke,

. .
Fee for PMle Thrower,

MARYSVILLE. Cal. — (UP) — Now
sports are developlng on the Puolfic

When Charlie Mers entered
the restaurant of Dolly dray and
ospled w row of newly baked ples.
he asked what It would cost to throw
one at the proprietor, “One dollar *
shid Oray, Mere threw the ple, Oray
" ducked aned collseted.
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| WINDUW (LASS— We sell window
qlase and will repiace your proken
|J|nur:w| reiponably’ Prowbridge Can-
inet Worka
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WHH YOUR HUSBAND BEGINNING 10 FUSS ABOUT

GETTING
YoU REALIZE THAT BEFORE Yol COVERED THE FURNITURE

8'MATTER POF

You PUT YOUR POCRETBOOK DOWN SOMEWRERE
1=13 (Dopyright, 1837, by The Ball Syndicate, Inc.) ﬁmﬁs
By C. M. PAYNE
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He's eRy I

Frre A T3IRD
AN' I CANT CaTE
IT Fer Him

i
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SAY SumTHIN
SWEET To Him
To DINERT-H1M

_—

cHawLeT
CaKE!
CHAawrwLeT

TAILSPIN TOMMY —And Tom

/ LOOKS
SETTLED A ONE MAN
COME OMN, LETS 60 IN

BEN

my May Be Next!

LT

LIKE THE CHIEF HAS
.?meei

BUY HE KMEW
TOO MucH ! Al

™

l.” :

By EDWIN ALO"®

METHODS, WERE WORWIN

THE UPERAD

HIGAINGS STORE - BUSINESS REALLY WAS OM

& WONDERS WITH

e/

[ 6RACIOUS W
(_ BEN'S GURE PILIN'

{ WP PROFITG* p——

! NOU CAM LOOK AY THAT &
BOOK WITH A SAMILE THESE
( OAYS, CAN'T YOu, HETIN ?

LONGIN' FER -

=BUT \T 'TWARN'T 60 LOMG AGO
NWHEN | COULON'T / BUT NOW, WHY
HAT WE CAW MOST AFFORD T'BUY
THAT NEW TRULK BEW'S BEEN

THAT'LL BE A WAPPY
DAY FOR HIM=

WHY WOT?
HE'G MADE
HAPPY DAYS
FER US/

Tt

.

. r.r{

JUST AN EGS PEDDLER!/GUY' 1S THE SELF

SEE wWwHar ~ APFOWNITED
E T T 7 CUSTOOAN OF MY AFFAIRS

WHEN SOME 200Y ELSE,
IS DOWY’
s

ANMD 1T LOOKS TO ME AS
IF HE LIKES A FIieWT

HAS NOUT™ &
SKILL AND &
FANCR YOUNVE @O

STREMGTH .. IF You Ever |NOW AND BY THE

W T T — —
|/ A REPUTABLE BUSINESS 1 CAUT BT WELL, THEIES NOTHING N/ =
I MAN 1N A COMMON BRAIUL | BUT THIS BRUCE FOR YOO TO WORRY | JED, 1 DONT Kow ol

ROWN STRENGTH _
IEIRST | wWaAS con' 1O
JPULL MY PUMCHES BUTY
M WORKIN' UP A RAGE

TIME. OF THE FieNT 1
O BE MAD




