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Crendon stops him, likes his | over to see Aunt Kate"
ldoks, gives him a place at the here was a moment's pause, As
Lazy Nine, When her ranch hause | Kay glanced innocently up at him,
and bara burn, Josh Hastings, | she could see the natural flush in
who wents to buy the Lazy Nine | his face despen. That was the only
and marry Kay, invites her to the | avidence of surprise he gave, but
Flying Six, She refuses, distrust- ue eyes narrowed.
ing him, but young sister Boba “No intention of salling, eh?" he
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and Aunt Kate go. Ted tells Kay | echoed. “Just how are you plan- "
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cutting short Aunt Kate's excla-
mation of surprise. "I never heard
anything so crugl"

shade of doubt crept into Aunt
Eate's look of intersst at this
sweeping disapproval of Kay's
plans,

“I hope it isn't erazy,” Kay an-
swered, with exasperating calm-
ness. “None of us think it {s. But
anywasy we're going to try it."

'The whole idea’s as wild as a
locoed coyote!" He turned to Aunt

Kay Talks Too Freely

KAY held Ted back as the others
entered the mess shack,

I brought you this," she sald,
suddenly shy at the look in his
eyes, as he gazed inquiringly at
her. She unbuckled a cartridge-
studded belt with a swinging gun,
and handed it to him.

“You said you'd sold yours,” she,
explained simply, “This was one of
Dad's, I'd like 1o have you have {t.

A huskiness came into Ted's
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Flicks?" she gloated, with a tri- | on instead of ruining herself and | 3

umphant laugh, “If he did have
anything to do with the fire, he's
had his trouble for nothing."
Planning how she could arrange
to get Aunt Kate and Babs home
ns s00n a8 possible 4o as not to be
under nn&r eater obligation than
he coul ﬁ:lp to Joah Hastings,
decided to gel the boys to
throw up an addition to her cabin
tHe first thing so that they could

lmln{lthe ranch Into the bargain.
And here she comes across with a
wild-cat scheme to rebuild with-
out any money."

“That does seem kind of foolish,”
Aunt Kate agreed. "You'd bstter
not be so hasty, Kay."

‘Plenty Of Trees, En?'

"“"HERE'S really nothing to dis-
cuss” Kay tried to keep her
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thought, ""We lllsa\-en‘l begun to - =
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"Some haul you'll have from the | TAILSPIN TOMMY —An I'ﬂlﬂl‘t‘llp“ﬁl‘ll
north range," Hastings observed
with satisfaction. “And 1 can't
feém to remember much big tim-
ber up that direction anyway.” He
gave a shrewd chuckle and added
tolerantly, “Well, I reckon you'll
have to make a try at it, Lefore
you'll ba satisfied.”

Kay'nlpremonllicn of trouble, fn-
stead of being dispelled by this
change of attitude was greatly
strengthened, There wasn't a min-
ute to waste! She must get in to
Old Mar. Warren at once and get
an option on that land! Even
though she hadn't mentioned her
Intenition to buy that up, Josh
Hastings could easily reason It out
for himself that that was the only
available timberland for her (o get.

She slipped down from the
porch rail, where she had been
perched beside Aunt Kate. “I'm
afraid 1 can't wait for Babs to get
home from school.” It was all she
could do to keep her voice ecalm
and unhurried, “1 promised I'd be
right back."

"Got Lo get started eutting down
that timber?” It was Josh Has-
linﬁ' turn to be sarcastie,

“No

steps, looking about with an in-
vestigating eyve to ses | there were
any signs of Josh Hastings. She
was torn between the hope of get-
ting away without geelng him, and
the mischisvous desire to fAaunt
her new plan before him.

“I supposs Baba isn't home from
school yet,” Kay observed, an she
klssed her aunt. “I was so upsst
Inst night that I'm afrald 1 didn't
glve you a very cordial welcome,"
she added apn!uretiully.

“"Made me feel about ns welcome
A a pole cat!" Aunt Kate was
never one to mince words. “But I
don't hold it up sgalnst you, con-
siderin’ the clrcumstances. Luckily
Josh Hastings did the welcomin’
for you, Thare's a fine man for

u!" She shot Kay a quick shrewd

ok out of her bright black eyes,

“It wos good of him to step into
the breach the way he did” Ka
answered evasively. “Is he bncl‘:
from town yet?"

“How'd you know he went (o
town?"

Before Kay liad a chance to ans
awer, a deep bazs “Hello!" sound-
ed from the direction of the corral,
and the next minute Josh Hming
roundaed the corner of the pore

“Hello, there!" There was noth-
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Ing in his greeting to indlcate t quite yet." Kay's effort at ALL AN TWO O THE BIGGER T ﬁ THE RESULT OF BEW'S WEW (DEA- FREE-FOOD-FIRGT-DAY-IN" JAMARSHALLS AMD THE i
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which Kay was reluctantly foreed | rible rush.” She hoped he couldn't M1 50 HAPPY/ g T . . i

ta take. "You were sure In a hurry
the last time I saw vou," he added.
“Had some bad nows?"

"It seemed like mighty bad news

then," Kay answered, “but now 1
see It in a different light. It's
tl'upo:}nl op all sorts of possibili- |
jen.”
“Sensible girl” he commented.
S0 you've come over about the
offer I made? Well, I'm standing
ight behind "

—
ehArged with firat degres murder
NlSTER EUN S Jahnston quoted Newiopn ss saying
Mrs. Kally ineisted he acccmpany

Ser to Callfornin oo her flight from

ROADSIE SLAYING OF |5 5557 =

nals side of the Mark
Twaln bridge

hear the pounding of her heart
| whieh drummed In her own ears
She must get away now, at once,
and get hold of Old Man Warrer
before It occurred to Hastings to
try to block her!

“Wait a minute,” Josh Hastings
put a detaining hand on her arm
[Copyripht, 1337, Marie de Nervaud)

W

Racing to Old Man Warren's, to
morrow, Kay Is Intereepled.
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