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Chapter 53
Aunt Martha's Machinations
*1 SUPPNSE Marths thought she

had done away with all possibili-
ties of Mike's hearin~ about his fa-
ther. She handed Higglns the gun and

went quickly back ty bed. Poor Hig-
gins made sure that he eould do noth-
ing for Jude, He cleaned and relond-

ed the gun and resolved to talk to me| !

before he sald anything o anybody
clre,

“As for e, my sltuation got ln-
creasingly worse from the moment
I walkad Into the kitchen, I lell sure
that elther Marths or Norman had
done It but | had nol one shred of
proof—and didnt have untll Higgins
apoke to me yestarday . Martha staged
A frightened, elderly woman act |
could get nowhere with her. I did
nothing because we wers as much on
our guard is we could be and | want:
ed o averi panie

“How the dicken: Norman man-
aged (o elude us when we searched
the grounds (n broad daylight, | don't
know. He may have let himself into
the house more than once with that
key, | don't think there's any doubt
thal he waa the [ntruder who dealt
with Cook and Annle. That handker-
chlef he used on Annle was yours, as
» matter of fact, Mike. He'd been
uslng some of your clothes. Higgine
was the prowler In the hall, He told
me s0. But poor Norman must have
ransacked Martha's room and muti-
lated the eat In just the sort of (renzy
the doctors had predicted.

“I'm sute that you and William suf-
fered at his hands, Jim. Then, | im-
agine, he let himself Into Jude's room
with his key and concealed himself in
that horrible fashlon, Martha must
have known that he was thare. | sup-
pose she really thought thal he was
better dead thap confined. At any
eate, the minute | realized that he was
gone, | could think of only one thing
~the spot on the bluff whare his
mother dled and where Martha used
lo brood for hours as a girl In her
mind she had made a martyr of her
mather, Something told me that ihe
intended to do the same with her
brother, | knew what we would find
sl the [oot of that cllift before 1 had
taken a single step.

“You see, | atlll hadn't talked to
Higging, | knew tha. we were at the
mercies of a homicidal maniae, but |
had not one shred of proof and my
ehances of balng belleved were preity
plender. [ put her to bed and | thought
she was sleeping when | left Her, Ap-
parently she wasn't. Higging was on
the vorge of telllng you the whole
story, Jim, when he saw her stand-
ing outside the window In my oil-
skins=llstening. She frightened him
half out of his wits. What she was
doing out there | don't know, Look-
Ing at the scene of Norman's death
possibly, At any rate from then on
she began to distrust Higgina, Afler
you went looking for Mike, Jim, he
let her in, And she threatened him,
poor old boy! He was terrified. He
Kot her to her room and went In
search of me,

‘My Alm Was Rotlen'

“h.lEANWHIL! You got the wacky
notlon that you were Insane,
Mike, and 1 did the hardest thing I've
aver done [n my life. | went to Hig-
ging' room, got his revolver, and
walked atralght down tha hall to
Martha's door. In view of Higgins'
story she must have Just left the oll-
skins In my room and started to un-
dress. She was at the dressing-lable
and as she turned toward me. | shot
her. Unfortunately, my aim was rot-
ten. Higgins had caught sight of me
In the servants' hall. As | turned
around he was righl at my elbow. He
nover sald & word. Took the gun out
of my band, wiped It clean with his
handkerchief, and shoved me to the
head of the stairs, To all intents and
plurposes we were coming up them
as you rushed down the hall, Mike.
Higgins had the alibl right on the tip
of his tongue,

“When | heard thut | had failed, |
knew that | had endangered your
lives more than ever, Martha knew
who had shot her. although | don't
think she actually saw me. She knew
and she laid her plans accordingly.

“1 was with her for soma time, you
may remember, She pretended to be
npleep, but | know thal sle wasn'L
She wan my sister—practically my
mother—and—and a grand girl. Godl
How 1 pitied her! But we sat there

within two feet o1 . anr
planned each other's deali + wailed
until she asked for another sieeping
powder. | wen! Into the bathroom to
fix (L where she could nol possibly
see me, and | put & half & box of the
dumned powders Into her glass,

“But she was ahead of me | came
back to And her erying. It wasn't as
if her stale of mind had been her
fault. Seeing her that way—go! me
ed to comfort her. bul she
wouldn't listen for a long time. Then
something appeared to snap In her
and she poured out a story. She said
tha she had lured you into the pld
loft. Mike. snd shot you. Then. fright-
ened, she had put you Inside one of
the cedar chests and left you there—
allve.

“1f | bad stopped to think, would
have known thal she was lying. She
hadn't been out of my sight since you
had left the room. But she knew me
well enough to know that | wouldn®
stop, That loft wan used as a sort of
strong-room In Grandfather's time
| bad forgotten its existence. | tore
up to |t dragging her with me. And
when | got o the place where she
wanted me, she simply crowne * me
with something. The rest of that—
let's not talk about.”

The Skipper’s pauses were becom-
ing longer and mare difficult, but she
went on,

*1 think Higgins suspected her, but
the piace had never been used In his
time. He didn’t know how o gel inte
It, and he knew that Martha wa:
watching him. IFheard someone lap
ping around down here trying to Ane
the opening, and | imagine it wy
Higgins. Also, he probably wasn
sure of himself. Martha's nearly d
ing after she finally took the powde
probably made him wonder whetl
1 hadn't simply attempted to mure
her a second time and then beat |t
escape being caught,

“I heard him calling to me seve
times through the foor In his roo
He apparently knew | wus there, |
thought | could answer him or cat
down If 1 wanted to, When Martl
knew that 1| had been tound=—de
or alive—she knew that Higgl
would talk. Foor old Higginy hi
been protecting her with his lite, H
even removed those latters that sh
planted In Willlam's room. She begge
the originals from me long ago ant
kept them all this time. Those letter;
were {orgeries, of course. Higgins hac
saved her life, but now he was dan
gerous, And so—she killed him.*

A Moral Somewhere

HE Skipper stopped abruptly ant

the sudden silence was painful
Michael sat with his head (n hl
hands, motionless. Gay's subduec
face was turned toward him, and hes
eyes were anxious. But the Skippe:
sat straight and stilf between them
her face a mask and her oyes stralgh'
ahead. Finally Michael ralsed hi:
head.
“In that all?" he sald In & muMeé
volee.

The Skipper's smile was twisted
*That's all, It you llke, Jim, you car
send Jack Blinshop out here 1o me

embarked In ahipping,

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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HE FARM LAD WHO.
BECAME ONE OF AMERICHS
GrepresT FINPNCIERS,
OWNED, OPERRTED AND
COMMPNDED P SHIP

BT (04
M 1§ Ve OWNED TWe SHips
BND Whe CAPTAIN OF
A THIRD/

A I 1 | ship and was captain of a third
Tt was Coreliun  Vanderbilt who At 33, Vanderbllt was operating
founded the wast fortiune Lol es- | the firat steamship ever run bhetwesn

tablished the Vanderbilts as one ol
the most prominent fsomilies in
Ameticn, The aon of a Dutch farmerr,
he was ralsed near Stapleton, Staten
Island, K. V. 1is oduchtion wos med-
ger, but his driving ambition, his
shrawd business head snd bis amaz-
Ing faculty for sizing up men over-
came hin Inck of sphoaling.

The age of 16 found him alrosdy
the business
that was to be the stepping stone to
wealth,  Owner antl commander of |
a ferry boat he serapod up enough
money to buy, lie operated a profit-

and was alresdy a powerful figure in
American shipping. Callfernia’s gold
rusit netted him about ten million
drllars when he eatablishied s (ast
line to Callifarnin with passengoers be-
Ing tranaferred acrosa the [athmus
of Nleamgus, The Crimean war
brought him Ihto the International
shipping limelight, Engitah shipping
forpook the sean and  Vanderbilt
chashed In bY eatablishing a steam-
ship line betwren New York and
Havre, Prance.

Cornelius Vanderbiit died in 1877

1 auppose (t's poetle justice that |
should be the person to tell him

Blindly | groped fo. words, found
none, and choked out, “I'm telling
him"

Gay got suddenly to her feel
dropped one swift kiss on the top of
the Skippar's head, und went nolga.
lexaly from the room. | wanted W
follow her, bul my feetl seemed riv.
eted to the spol.

“l suppose.” the Skipper's volee
want an, “there's & moral tomewhers
in this, althoigh at the mament |
eludes me. Somcthing about the
wages of gin, no doubt, Only, Mickle
I=" Her voice caught and stopped
One instsnt there was silence; ths
next the room was Alled with dr:
hard sobbing. Michael crashed (o hi
knees,

L alipped through the game roon
and out the slde entrance to 1l
lawn, barely feeling the sting of th
cold, salt alr, | needed n coat, bul ne
badly enough to go back for one. Th
foot of the drive confronted me be
fore | was really aware that | ws
walking. Pausing, | stared out acroe
the water toward the mainiand ¢
mator dory was headed stralght fo
the apot where | stood. In anothe
minute the leathery old face of Andic
Darrel was stacing up al me fron
under his sou'westet,

“Hi therel" he trumpeted nasally

THE END

SCIENTISTS BEGIN
SUMMER STUDIES
AT CRATER LAK

URATER LARE Park Nat-
uralist Johin E Jr. Has ane
pounced members of the 1837 natur.
Alint SEALf Niere 10 eafry on s summer |
program  of resarch, gulded tlr:d:
irips and other servioes The men |
are tralbed tn different flelds of nat. |

aplh

IniwerT,

ural sclenee and will continge astly.
Ities Bestun in previous yesrs |
Cheologl researsh will be under-|
laken by Wayne Karlohnar, geolog
professor. San Jose Btate Toaohers
College, Calll . In paration with |

Miller

Loren F Callt
high » r The
twp men will work clossly with Doerr

Banta Crue

srience (hatr

DF. Arthur DL Harler, Yorktown, Va
limonologist, fralnsd In fresh  water
Blology, will studr Cemter jake [lahy
Hie, Insluding foad MouTess, propags
tion, age. abundance and othet prob.
rpw . Husler, Tormerly with the
U. 8 nureau of faheties, ta reoogniaed
AL WHkuthatity In bis Hne of work

Wildlife 4 of the park Wil

alm the ntlon of D Ralpt
Hetiatls ronlogy At the

professor of
University X

y He ‘Wil stuidy
sirds wind mammals In

habita of all

the park
vl of the Pledmont, Cal
. I8 Intereated In park bi-
resshrch An secomplished
musician, he will sssisl In the prasen.
tion of community house programs
He will nle phsist In the preparation
of Crater |ake nktire
cinl melentific papers

Dx Eimet 1. Applegate. acting cu
rater of the Dudles  Herbarium ot
Btantord unlvemsity, will cotitiniue his

nivtes and ape

| 1iomal

| thetr

for the past 13| stior

botanieal rescarch at Crater lake, as
well an at the Oregon Caves and Lava
Beds natlonal monuments. He has
classified 850 plants and shrubs in
the Crater lakes ares, 200 at Lavs Dedas
Atd & large number st Oregon (ves
Gordon Heggeness of the Washington
State College will nsaint Dr. Applegate
in the bothnical research

NEW TOURIST TRAILS
ARE BEING DEVELOPED
BY CCC AT LAVA BEDS

AVA BEDS #pl.)
nt and conatruction af two
ulded trnily in Captaln Jack's atrong
old or historical ares of this na
ST ETL
undaderwny

Cal e vel-

have been placead
David. W, Canfie)

1 W

titendent

O need n
completed, these tralls w permit

| Vialtars o explore the arsa theoigh

n et | THE NEBBS—The Agitator

iwn ollorts, gaining
understanding of the Modos |
war fought here In (872-72
A vore trall, alx

paists by A
il point
headguaiiers

il ares

=luding ' . ¢ In
Ntoek for food flrst 1)
COmmunicating tregiche
of crude fortifest

soldivrs duripe thie

™is work 15 Iw

provement oo

et

Use Mull Lrioune waol ads

a roller
atlon for the

& private residence

nble passengor and freight business
hetwern Btaten lsland and New York
Twn yeare |atér he owned  another

loaving a rortune estimated ta have
been In the nelghborhead of one
hundred milllon dollars, Most of it

Mew York and New Brunswick, N J., |

{was left to his son, William H. Van-
derbiilt
Woman Mail Man
1 When world war enlistments thin-
ned out ths ranks of Uncle Sam's
mall earriers, the government iasued
| A enll for women to [l their aboes.
| Miss Anna MeDopald of Anaconda,
Mont. In sald to be the last woman
still on metive duty of thoss who
| ook the jobs
| In lne of duty walked
nbout BR800 miles, averaging 11
miles dally, alx days a werk With
Her average. two-s-dny load weigh-
|m; whout #& pounds, she has carried

sha has

A4 total o! more than 253 tons of
| mail.
| Tomorrow:

Leapfrog an the Raco
P Yeack!

Talant tiets Full Sway, Record Clalmed,

BAN LEANDRO. Cal—{UP)—The| LONDON.—(UPj—A world record
parents of i0eyear-old Vicky White | milk yiold for n Shorthorn Is élaimed
conaented ta her careyiog out an am-| roe Begaarmitld owned by
bitlon that hnd possessed both her | e = < 2
mother and three sisters to become | SPPE E. 8 Plelding Johnaon, of Man-

tkate

A cow

thi dancer
ALy

In prepap. | 9F Farm, Camplon Bissett, Wiltahire
training the [ In 34 louss abe gave 72 pounds of
AN apartment to: mik, bringing her yvield up to 33715
pounds In 357 duya.

1
family moved [

{ Liiliputian Yillage Buitt,
LORAIN., O~—(UP)—Mr. and Mrs,

F. . Mairhend have tranaformed thelr

back- yard inta a Lilliputian villnge, |

The minlature town contalns a cas- |
® church,
n tavern, All bulldings are made of
small stones gathered and cut by the
Falrheads thamaslves

tin, two small housea and |

B NG PROJECT

#5HS FATHER COULD HE
USE SOME OF THE LUMBER
DowWN CELLAR fo BULD

A HUT BACH OF THE
GARAGE -

ol

'--.._‘__
* GLAD 1o HAVE HIM BUSY,  RETURNS D ASK FATHER  CARRIES OUT ARMFUL
FATHER CONSEMTS.  COULD HE USE ST ATEW  OF 10016 OF EVERY CON-

MANES HAIF A DOZEN
TRIPS, CARRYVING LUM-
BER OUT 10 YARD

6EfS CHAIR AND ALSO
A DISCARDED PICURE

(Copyright, 1887, by Tha Ball Bymdicats, lnc)

OF H1S $0OD 10016 TROM  CEIVABLE VARIETY'
1HE WORK BENCH

)

=

»
o4

PILES EVERYAHING IH MIDDLE OF BACK
LAWN, AND 6DES OFF 70 PLAY CATCH
Wit EDDIE SELZER

itlias

6-30]

By C. M. PAYNE

e KW\, FLIGHTVESS
e X
Bk oREsTw | | | mapae,
CHAIR TROM THE Afic.  AND A BROKEN MIRROR
Bl 1 PUT IN HiS HUT WHEN
- ! 'S FINISHED
M%E@on L
flcHED 6B COT?HGEC%TNE S'MATTER POF
|[NNINGS WITHON S
G T
-New York, N.L,,
1913 = .
E:mm Symbrata, foe 7-6,37“

hd
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—If Tommy Had Only Told S8keetor—

Btu‘;\-me THAT

TOMMYS QUEER
ACTIOMNS EARLIER
N THE EVEMIMNG
ARE THE RESULT
OF HEAD IMJURIES
WHICH HE THINKS
HIS PAL SUSTAIMED
IM THE CRASH OF
HIS RACING PLANE,
SKEETER SOUGHT
OQUT JUSTINA AMND
INNMOQCEMNTLY TCLD
HER THE FLYER,
WHOM SHE THOUGHT
WAS LACEY, 1S5
TAILSPIN TOMMY

Satied L

BAD SHE

DIDMT FALL
FOR M™ME,
INSTEAD

ALL RIGHT, BRIARSIE, WE'LL CALL §
(T A DAN=BUT, WAIT A SECOND,
OLD FELLOW= | WAKNT TO Teul

fLNOU 1T LOOMS LIWE WaGIWS STORE WA LATE
i

HAMM, THE KID's LOCKIN' LP-
PRETTY LATE—'WOWDER \F \To
600D BUSINESS TUAT'G KEPT
, OR JUST WORRY ? N

Fmow THERE'S A GAL )
WITH CLASS TOO ; G@
s,

SHE ACTED
KIiND A

WELL,IF T AIN'T LEA
PILLINGS, HIMSELE, (N

PERSOM,

AMOVIN'

AND WaT A
PITCHER /

.. THAT
FLYER IS
A FEDERAL
AGEMT. .
BUT | Musr
NOT ACT
ALARMED
BEFORE
HIS mrno.’a.-

_ HETTY ANOTHER BiLL OF
ROUND ( 6OODS, LBA- SHE JUST SUR-
HIGEING' {PRIGED LS BY MAKILG A BIG £

By SOL HESS

LUTHER'S MY NAME AND

= YOU NEVER WMWOWED IT =

\ WHAT DIFFERENCE A
OLD T MAKE |

s

/ NO DIFFERENCE _ IT
COULD BE CALEM oMLY

AT L

SAID IE HE MNIT

NOU IN FNE STATES

= _COJ D

SAVED YOUR LIFE MAX
SOU THE OTWER |
DAY, THEN'D HAE TO GATHER |

Ay

718 THAT 307 W
WASNT
WIAS WE

4 HOL

STIC=N

= 7 WELL TLL TELL VOU . L
HANDCUFFED\ DIONT WANT TO SEE TWO ALRIGHT. 1L Figur |
~O | GEPRESENTATIVE. BUSINESS Hi BUT YOU BETTER

~ ) T YT
NOL DIONIT
SANE ND2O0Y

I _LUSAT ARE

2uT

[MEN 1IN A

YOUR

1 XNOW IT'S OVER

MAKE IT OVER IN_
THE CEMETERY SO
SOU WONT NEED
WO AWDERTAKER
FoOR O MIM L

STREET BRANWL |




