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SYNOPSIS: A mysterious shot
kills Jude Blinshop, my old flame,
at the start of our starmy week-
end ot Farrington B'uff, home of
Michael's aunts, After a series o}
strenge attocks, we jnd the body
of Michael's mad father below the
blufl. Then stout, Victorian Aunt
Martha is shot in the shoulder and
nearly finished with sleeping
powders. Evidence plles up asinst
Higging, the old butler, and I re-
Iuctantly lock %im in his room.
The Skipper, Mike's all, tweedy

ger atnt, piears; we find
her slx huurl later, bound in a
chest in the dusty old loft,

Chapter 47
A Shot In Higgins' Room

ET Willinm," I wheezed. “Yell
for him*

Michnel yelled, his volce ringing
wildly through that emply loft An
answerlng roar came (mmedistely
from below, and the next |nstant Wil-
liam's head appeared through the
trap.

"Get down a few rungs!” | panted.
“I'l~hand=—her—down."

Willlam was quick and effclent.
Blowly we lowered our limp bundle
into his walting arms. | foliowed him
witl, Michael clattering behind me. |
could hear M. Farrington's excited
voico In Willlam's room, [nterrupted
by Gay's soothing one. | saw Annle,
white and trembling, In Cook'n door-
way, But Willlam was halfway down
the corridor. | caught up with him as
ha strode into my room and lald bis
burder on my bed. His large hand
went Immediately to the Ekipper's
heart and stayed there for at least 10
seconds.

“Gat a mirror,”
a hushed volca.

1 leapt .0 obey him. Without a
word he held the thing over the Skip-
per's nose and muouth, I was obliged
to hald on to Michael ta prevent In-
terference, And then William turned
the mirror up. it was covered with
a fine mist.

His volce barked at us, “Open the
windowsl Quick!"

I did—and a great many other
things In tha next half hour, until 1
became violently ill myself—and had
to be taken out.

Willlam was Just lowering the Skip-
por's head to the pillow as . rolin-
tered the room shaklly a long time
Iater. ‘The glass he had hended Gay
was emply, but the patient's face was
still jthastly, her eyes closed, and her
breathing now palnfuuy audible from
across the room | caught might of
Michael, Beads of persplration were
standing out on his forehead. His
bands were clenched, his eyes shut.

1 went out Into the hall, groping
for a clgareite and trying to deafes
my ears to the sounds from the othar
room, | had had encugh. Even the
thought of the approaching hour of
reckoning falled to move me, The
Gkipper would tell her story. The po-
les would come. And for my part
at that moment, | didn't care what
she might tell them or what they
might do about It I waa through, Or
10 | thought.

1t must have been a good 10 min-
utes befara | realized that Michael
had jolned me.,

*Got a clgarelte? he sald.

The gloomy vigil had just begun.
After a long time | becamy conscious
of the scens outside the window,
The treea along the drive were stand-
Ing out In sharp rellef. | could even
see the outline of the drive iteell in
tha misty gray light. My watch sid
five minuten of six. We were within
a few hours of the end.

“Ii's getting light Mike" 1 sald
polntlensly.

A Hollow Feeling

hIICHAEL staring Axedly oul of
the window, didn't stir. | put an
impulsive hand on his shoulder, hall
expecting 't to ue shaken off. [t wasn'L
And so we atood there, A hollow feel-
ing in my middie and s lightness In
my head spelled breakfast, but | had
a feeling that once confronted with
food | would not be able to eat it
Suddenly | wanted to gel back inte
that sick-room 1o find out—whataver
thers wan to find out. But | didn't like
ta praposs that to Michiel and 1 didn't
ke to leave him alone.

A hand falling on my arm made
me |jumpt Cay was standing there.

“She's going to be all right. She's
aslenp Anally.”

Michael spun mround. “Are you
sure? It may be hours before wa can
get a doctor.”

“Of course I'm sure. Har breathing
Is all right now and her pulse o
good. | took 1t mysell. Mickle—" Her
volce was doing things that ecould
mean only a sentimental Intariude. 1
Intarrupied peevishly,

“INd she say anything?"

Gay glanced at me briefly. "She
said ahe was sorry to ba such a
damned nulsance. If anyone should
happen (o aak me. I'd say we got out
of this pretly darned lucky.”

he said st length In

r#s

1 tiptoed into tne Skipper’s rocm.

She dld look etter, There was o
glight tinge of eolor in her face. But
God! How haggard she wasl Her
cheek bones stood out sharply; her
eyes wera great black hollows; and
her hair in the dim light of the bed
lamp showed slmosti entirely lron-
gray. And only n few months before
=t was unthinkable!

1 found myself reverting to one all-
important question, Jude's family.
Who was to tell them? It would be
sheer cruelty to leave the job to any
one of the three Farringtons Gay had
never met the Blinshops. And that
left me.

Right then and there ! began to lay
plans. We would say absolutely noth-
ing to the natives who arrived from
the willage. | would go back with
them and straight to George Foster,
the coroner, | knew Foster, a fat ald
boy who loved above all things o
troll for bass. | would tell him the
whole story and leave It up to him.
Ha had spent s lifetime In such
messes, and he had been a lfetime
friend of the Farringtons. [f anyone
knew what to do, he would, Then |
would elther hire a car in the village
or borrow Foster's, and head straight
for Blinshop—

Screaming through that silen)
house came the unmistakahle sound
of a pistol ghot, fired at no great dis.
tance from where | sabt

‘He's Done ItY

NIY eyes darted to the Skipper's
fage. She hadn't stirred. Reach-
ing over, | found her pulte to be
strong and stendy. Without hesitating
1 dashed into the hall In the direction
from which tha sound had ecome—
the other side of the house, near my
room., It must be (n the servanis’
quarters. As | crashed through the
swinging door | saw the door of Hig-
gins' room standing open, and two
more sleps brought me within range
of all 1 wanted to see,

Higgina lay sprawled grotesquely
over the bed. In one hand was the
much discussed revolver. A small,
blue hole showed in one of his tem-
plex, There was a great deal of blood
on thy coverlet. The house was ring.
ing with pounding feet.

“He's done (U shouted Willlam
"He's done himdelf (nl"”

1 tried to answaor, but | couldn't get
out a single word. So it was Higgins
afier all. Higging, the dignifed,
pompous old codger, to dle like thisl
Thers wore screams In the hall
gcreams and babbling volces. M. Far-
rlnglon was resisting Michael's at-
templs 10 turn her away from the
ghastly sight, and Gay on the other
side of the old lady was doing her
best to help. Beyond them in the hall,
Annle was standing In her nighidress,
wide-eyed and shaking. | took Gay's
arm roughsge

“Go bachky o+ the Skipper,” | smald.
“Don't leaws %or for any reason.” Gay
seemed 1o be the anly person there
with even a miid trace of sanity. She
went 1 Ithout a word,

“Please, Aunt Marthal" Michael
was saying. “"Come away. Please—"

M. Farrington's volee went zoom-
Ing up the scale wildly. “1 will look!
1 must! | don't beHeve it! He was here
before 1 was bornl He—'

I teled my hand, "Apnt Marth
sald, shaking her none too
YAfike can’t stand any more of ‘.:.
He's oll In. Take him out of here

Fer an Instant It was touch and go,
whether the ruse would work or
whather she would go off in hysteries
1 could see them rising in her spis.
modieally working throat. And then
“Of course, Of eourse!”

The look of rallef o.. Michael's face
waa enough for me, | turted back
inlo the room, hearing Willlam's
voice In the distance ordering Annie
to go back and watch Cook. Once
more Willlam and | (aced each other
over the body.

“1 suppose,” L sald through sty
lips, *we could do someihing to stop
this bleeding. IWs—messy."

William's volce wasn't steady. "I
wouldn't touch nething, sir. The po-
lies will wanl to see [t just Hke 1t 3"

*It seema beastly to—leave Ii—
alone llke this"

“Well, walt a minute, slr”

Before 1 could stop hlm, Willlam
was out of the room. It was all 1 eould
do to keep from shouting after him.
1 turned away from the sickening
sight and leaned heavily upon the
dresser, Something bulky under the
scarf atracted my a n and |
lifted the thing aut Iy Lying
face upward on the de
were the two letters thal had s
terioualy disappenred rr-uh \\ il
room. | was stil] glaring at the things
when Willlam reappen
dark bianket which he
fully over the bed

“Look here, William."

Thete was more curiosity than sur.
prive on his face as Le took the things
“So that's It. He wasn't a bad sort un.
il something got under his akin
whatever It wan"

(Copyright 1837 Either Tyler
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A splotch In the wall plaster of fig-
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BATHING N NUDE

ALLOWED BY LAW;
REPEAL 13 SUUGHT

BANDUBKY, O. (UF) The
rigld lawa of 1840 will be fevised and
repealed under A city commiseioner's
arive against obaolete regulsiions

nteels

The laws at that time wers s0 ni-
ane qutlrky, that even liw
abiding citirens “looXed before Lhey
acted I Break pome MLy
unknown fegulation

One regtilation, passed in 1853 and
unrepealed 1o date provides for tude
Pn'h.u ih Bandusky bay bhetwern
L and msuntis The regulntion
wt "It shall e uftlnwiul ftore

merolus

et

stAtes |
anl person, in anp unciothed and nak-
ol copadition. (o go Into or bathe In
the open wators of Sandusky bay
within the corporate liniita of the
cily, at ey time sfter the rising
the sun and before dark ™

A lhw passad in 1882 torbads throw
Ing ob}icls AL horsss. carTiages
ogs ang birds In 1872 1L was unlsw-
tul for “any boy undér the age of 18
Yoy o Jump onoor off from any
tallroad ¢ar within e corporate lir
I of the eity.™
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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DEANDED OF WORLD .

BY NAZI' ECONOMISTS

BERLIN, June 20 M—Adolf HIi-
ler applauded todsy while nagt Ger-
many, through her pighest aposties nf
economics, made kpown ta the inter-
national chamber of commerce her
demand for a shara In the world's
raw mnterinks and its trpde,

Col. deneral Hermann Wilhelm Go-

ering. virtual dictator of Cermany's
f-year plan for auflicléeney. nnd
Dr. Hjalmar Schacht, her economic

minkster, spoke o1
gates from 40 ex
man place in

to the 1.500 dele-
1iries to seek n Oer-
anomic sun—and
the returm of s foat colonles,

Der fuchrer lod the
thie presiilent’s box

ipplavse from

RAW MATERIAL SHARE

ler hnd his own :ay on the rrlrhn
ahortage of raw materinls, Then he
ttrvl:rm (‘ﬂr:'num would welcome an
ictory In Spain because,

‘08 I.t h gl‘nrrnll:, known, we try m
buy ores everywhers,” Spaln is rieh in
the minernls that Germany nesde.
— g
“Squirk™

TOLEDO, June 20.—{(f—Two doc-
fers. recoversd an open safety pin
evaliowed by month-old Sharon Ann
Gunderson,  When the delioate . per-
ctlon waa over, the Infant gurgled
vrquirk.”

s i S

CORVALLIS, June 20.—1AP)—F, L
Hajlard, vice-directar of the extension
rervice Wt Oregon State college, left
for Whaahington today to assist In
formulating  the 1008 agricultural
meervation program lor wheat pro-
duction

- —r— ———
Refuses Strike Dty
CLEVELAND (UP)—Police Captain
Eugone Aufmuth relected an nsaizii-
mant that would have made him the
commander of all police strike detalls,

TEANGTERS ENIOINED
FROM HALTING BEER

PORTLAND, June 28— —FPederal
Judge James A, Fee aigned a tempors
ary injunction Monday restralning
the teamster's unlon from interfering
with the delivery of “Red Label" beer
from the brewsrs' union,

The tenmstera must appear on July
0 to show causs why the order should
not become permanent,

The teamsters pliced a boycott on
the “Red Label” suds last Thursdny
and refysed to permit lta distribution,
Coming chiefly fram cCaliforpia and
eastorn statea, the beer handled by
the brewern' unlon represents about
one-third of Portland’s supply.

——— —— .
WASHINGOTON. June 20, — ) —
Hugh R. Wilson, Chicago, career
d plomat and now mir ta Oeneve
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By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

DROPS OFF

HONKS 1ol

Ly
— - ‘)ff‘ a \ )
SOMEONE POWNSTAIRS DROPS A RAY
OF KNIVES AND FORKS

A CAR ST0PS ACROSS THE STREET, AND
SOMEONE IN THE HOUSE

10 SLEEP

P
P1Y AND REPEATEDLY R
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A SHRILL FIGHT AMON® ALL THE NEYBHBOR:
HOOD DOBS GEfS UNDER WAY OUTBIDE
His WINDOW é.

A STORM COMES UP, SHARES THE HOUSE
WifH SEVERAL SPLINTERING CRACKS OF
HUNDER, AND PASSES ON

D
PARENTS fIPTOE UP 10 BED

{HIRD STEP FROM TOP 10 GIVE A TINY
SQUEAK . WARES UP
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By 0. M. PAYNE
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ToTRE A MOUSE
AN LET CAUGHT

dee! How Ml
LONNA LET &07

My 1'-'”-1(,'12 WL
GET CAULHT!

(Oopyright, 1657, by The Ball Bysdicats, Inc.)
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beeny he sajd, he didn't want to | velt todny to be an sasistant secretary
Only Inat night, at Wurgburg, Hit- | be "0 publie relations directpr.” n! siate |
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TAILSPIN TOMMY—Broken-Hearted!
———— T = " T
I | O MY, AFTER VBETTY ™ GO J/DONT BOTHER , ! |
SECURIMG A PLAE BACK AN TALK £ SKEETER! PERHAPS ] L 3 /
FROM THE SECRET WITH TOM.., \NHE IS TOO :}
SERVICE AGENT, OCCUPIED .... WAL, JUST TH' '
WHO HAD POSED AN WITH. . HIS MEW SAME.. | THINK -8
A5 A MECHANIC, | OUGHTA GO Zh

AT UMION AIRPORT,
FLEW AWAY FROM
METROPOLIS CITY,
BENT UPON A
DANGERQUS mMIssi10n
MEAMWHILE,
SKEETER AMND
BETTY=LOU HAVE
ARRIVED AT HER
APARTHMENTS.
2849

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—The Summons

BACK THERE
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By EDWIN ALGER
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TO KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT SUH—
‘h-ul.‘: RECIPE YOU AND \\Q% BE SEATED- BRIDE
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[(THE RECIPE, MAH FRIEMD, & THE 1]
FROPAMTY OF MAH BRIDE-LET ME
EXPLAIN 5UH=AH CALLS HER MAH
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JUST AS AH HANE FO SEVEUTH
EAMG AW HOME TO0 (OMTIMUE |

| 5

'BAKED |\l GECRET BY HER GENTLE,
LOVING HANDS THAT BREAD & ALL |
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