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SYNOPSIS: Our wild, siormy
weekend at Farrington Bluff,
home ¢f Michael's aunts, opens
wtith the mysterions shooting to
death of oltraclive Jude Blinzhop.
A series of strange attacks i2 ap-
parentiy explained when we find
below the biuf! the body of Mich-
anl's mad father, Then Aunt Mar-
tha iz ahot in the thoulder by an
unseen hand, and the Skipper,
Mike's tall and tweedy younger
aunt, disappears, Mike stays with
Gay Palmer, hia fiancee, while
William, the chauffeur, and [ fu-
tilnly search the prounds. Return-
ing, we find Aunt Mortha nearly
deod after taking sleeping pou
ders.
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his hand. [L was halt full of powders;
but on the top was writtan merely,
“Sleeping powder, Dr. Foster.” and
the date. No help there.

Net hot-water botiles® | sald. The
ehances were that {t was the wrong
thing to do, but the chances were
belter that if left in thal eondition
miich longer M. Farringtan would be
finlshed. I raced into tha bathroom
and rangacked the medicine chest.
Everything from sodium bicarhonate
and ioding o a nerve tonle. Dut no
ipecac,

“Get those hot-waler botiles as fast
as you ean, Mike,” | sald and tore inlo
the hall,

One by one. 1 went through every
medicine elicst on thar foor. Thare
was snough stull there lo couse A
druggist to turn cariwheels. But no
ipeeac. Coming out of Mike's room, |
caught might of Giny coming up the
glalra with Willlam at her licels, One
glance at her face told me there
would be no help from downstairs,

I'shouted, "Is there sny iperac in
the house! Ask Higging! Ask—"

He nodded, “Miza Barbara had It
far a dog that got some bad meat; It's
in the kitchen, I'll get {L*

Mike had hot-water bottles in
place and was working for all he wis
worth: We hastensd to help him, My
arms ware already aching by the tima
Willlam appeared with several boi-
tles and o whole trayful of glasses.
Without walting tn read Instructions,
1 poured out a dose. 1T knew (hat
amount hadn't killed Hog Fowler at
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Hy on my back froze the words in my

Bluff 'waz bullt in the days when cel-
lnrs were dealgned for foundations of
2 house in which food and drink
might ba (necldentally stored. Wr
went down those siairs at top speed
As my feet left the bottom step, |
heard the door above closing loudly

*Where's ‘Willlam?" 1 snapped a:
Michael,

“Went back upsinirs. The wome:
are having a fit about being lef
alene.”

On the spot. 1 dismissed Willian
from my mind. By the light of the din
bulb over the stalrs, we could see &
good part of the vast old cellar. Wy
wern standing &% the end of a lon
passageway, flanked on the left by
the wall of the house and on the righ'
by a room of some deseription, the
door of which was practically at m:

pleked out @ wooden structure risin
FL.:mnu 1o the rafters and blocking of
all but a small entrance into the cer
ter room,
| “Stand here and keep Your e
apen,” 1 ordered, and pushed open t
door at my right.

1 was looking into what must havs
been the Farringlon wine cellar, |
|'incge, loweeeilinged room, alme
equare in shape, My light dlsclose
|tigrs of bottle vacks, mostly empl
completely surrounding the raon
Here oand there a barrel or a ke
Over the whole a perfect curtain
dust and cobwebs. Cobwebs huni
long. Iacy festoons from the ceil
beams, trom the racks, from the ba
rels, Dust lay in'a thick, undisturb
earpet on the flogr. Of any hun
being, ihera was not o trace.

The Preserve Closet

LET the door swing softly to,

“Where does this padsage take 2

“Furnice room and fuel bing, Sin
age room after that"

Silently 1 led the way along It Ou
footsteps echoed through the ghostl,
emply place, After we had taken
dozen pacen, the dim lght over th
| stalrs was of little use.

“Aren't there any more Hghts? |
whispered, There was no reason fo
whispering, but the atmoiphere o
the place already had its grip on my

“No. Aunt Martha's stubborn abou
Improvements,”’ Unconsclously Milk:
was whispering, toe, "Skipper wasal-
waya telling her that Cook would

It 1 had fumbled with the keyvs uyp
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of her rescuers, M. Farringlon began
to breatha—faintly, spasmodically at
firat, and then with more strength and
stondiness. Mike and I stopped aimul-
taneously, but Willlam mnde us keep
going.

Wearlness was floating over me,
hiut through 1t droned words, “The
Skipper! The Skipper!” Wa must hur-
ry. But where? Where? Just as
M. Farrington's eyes flew open, 1 had
the answer.

“Stay here, Guy,” 1 whispered and
uneeremoniously yanked Michae!
Ints the hall,

“The cellar,” 1 told him.

Far once Mike didn't wall to argue.
Ha followed me down the hall inta
the pervants’ quarters as fasl as he
eould go. I could feel his breath on
my neck all the way, We sprinted
through the narrow eoreldor and
took the back stairs three at & time.

1 was fumbling at he door of the
shtey  and the confounded thing
wouldn't seem to work. Behind me
there was & banging of drawers, the
erash of a chalr going over, an awful
WRTonE,

The clutier on the back stalrs was
probably Willkam, but ) didn't turm to

nx & pin, lay ahead of us From floos
o ecelling It wan' lined with high
closets—wainscoted. In the center of
the room slood n large kltchen tabl
with an antiquated tea wagor beside
1, Otherwise, the room was emply,

"Skipper!® 1 shouled, fAinging m)
salf against the nearest door

“Are you there? Skipper! Skipper!

The impact af my shoulder on the
solid wood of the elosel sent a steady-
Ing stab of pain through me. 1 turned
in Inok for & poker,

The furnace room offered heiter
than a poker, howsver. Mike made
straight for the weood bin, There,
propped against the wall. was an ax
I snaphed it trom him and rushed
back at the cloets,

The pen may be mightier than the
ax, but my blowa on that hard wood
would have bean equally efMective
with elther. The ax glanced and twist.
ed, and twisted and glanced

"Use the butt of the damn thing"
| grunted Michael. The light was way.
ering in his hand,

I did. Wood splintered and crashed
There was & tinkle as of broken glase
Something wet and aticky was in my
eves, [ wan stiil trving o elear them
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