PACE SIX

_ON TNE BL

 SYNOUPSIS: rurst, ihe tnysin .
sus shooting to death of attractive
Jude Blinshop makes us all jittery
on this wild, stormy weekend ot
Ferrington Blufl, home of Mi-
zhael's gunts, A series of strange
stfacks is apparently explained
when we find below the bluff the
body of Michael's insane father,
mupposedly long since dead. But
our rellef (2 short-lived; Aunt
Martha is shot in the shouider by
‘tn unseen hand. Who held the
pun? Mike; the Skipper, his tall,
toeady younger aunt; Gay Palm-
er, his red-headed sweetheart;
Hipging, the old butler; William,
the chauffeur: Cook; Annie, the
maid; myself?

Chapler 28
The Case Against Me

WHIH Higgins finally spoke, his
volce was conl and collected.
“This is horrible, Mr. Jimmle."
#Yes,” My plan crystallired. “Walt
here, Higgine."
1 went Into the Skipper's room and,
after iderabl Ing, locat
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Mike's father had ween responsib)
for that mélé In the klichen Cer-
talnly it would explain his resntry
into the house,

1 had been In the living room alone
when Gay and Mike heard prowling
footsteps In the hall. William had
clearly suspected me of hitting him
over the head and dumping him down
the back stalrs, My own experience
at that time could be ~xplained all
too easlly by m clever prosecutor,
There would always be Norman Far-
rington for him to fall back upon
whenever his logle hit a snag.

1 had been the first upon the scene
of the latest crime, found thers by
several witnesses. No one but mysell
could mecount for my actions after I
left Higgins downsialrs, Good Lord!
hat conversation with Higginal A
Orat-year student of law could make
conslderable out of that! Murderer,
warned that suspicion still exists, be
comes desperals, elc, My head was
buzring with It Over and over again
1 reviewed that ghastly moment with
Higgins In the upper hall, when by
the fraction of a second | had escaped

g locat-
od a box of bath powder, Holding the
gun by the tip of the barrel with my
fngers carefully wrapped In the
handkerchief, | dusted the thing lib-
erally with powder and then blew,

A faint white flm remalned on the
shiny metal, but |t was an even film.
There were no fingerprints on the re-
volver. And Higgina, who had pos-
sessed the presence of mind to wrap
his own hand in
A handkerchief
before (ouching
it, had just at-
tempted to thrust
the thing Into
my outsirelched

re hand,

“Unill the po-
lice arrive,” he
had sald.

That second
shooting was ane
of the most slnis-
ter episodes of
those days and
nights of terror,
In brond day-
1ight with every-
one up and
about we had
hitherto consid-
ered oursslves
safe. It was puz-
tling, too, for It
seemed (o repres
sent an inexcus-
able slip In'the
killer's otherwise
workable plans,
He had managed
to convince the
entire household
of the gullt of
Norman Fareing-
ton who would
naver be able to
disprove the
charge. Why had There
he rulned all his
work and why, of all people. would
he shoot M, Farrington?

Martha herself had |litle evidence
to offer. She had just gotien out of bed,
she explained, with the Intentlon of
dressing for lunch, As she sat down
#t the dressing (able, someone
knocked at the door. Thinking that it
was the Skipper, she called out,
"Come In," without looking up And
that was all she remembered, She
thought she caught & glimpse of &
man's coat sleeve reflected In her mir-
ror, but she wasn't sure.

We could get nothing mors oul of
har, She was panlc-sieicken and hys-
terical. Thore wax no aide-stepping
the fact that my presence o the room
was alngular, to put [t mildly. The gun
which Higgine had found was un-
doubledly the weapon used, One bul-
let had been fAired from It And any-
one could see that it would have been
A simple thing for me to have fAred
from the door, depoalt the revolyer on
the stand In the hall, and be the fArkt
porson on the scene of the aceldent.

It Looks Bad For Me
W

E SAT In the living room, walting
for the Skipper's report on the
effect of the sleeping powder which
she had Just administered to her
slster. Higgins had been ardered to
tell the other servants that the revol-
ver had gone off while | was cleaning
i1, and that no one had been hurl. As
Gay polnted out, we might at least
have some deceit meals for the next
few hours. We wers apt to need them
Gay and Michael sat closs together,
I think she was telling him the Skip-
per's story, In any case; ha was listen-
ing Intently, although his eyes sirayed
to me from time to time, clouded with
something that puzzied me.

I had plenty of Umae to review Lhe
facis and 1o appreciate the over
whelming extent of my danger. In the
frst place, | had onte been In love
with Jude Blinshop. In the second
place, no one had seen me on Friday
night from the time the Skipper left
me until Michael roused me at some-
thing afier 11 o'tlock. True, | had
been In full sight of everybody when
Cook had screamed from the kitchen.

putting the final, damning link In the
chain of evidence—my own finger-
prinis on the fatal wespon.

A Faustian Mephisto
IGGINS announced lunch rathe:
early, explaining that Miss Far-
rington was not yet asleep and that
Miss Barbara had ordered him to
serve al once. Bu! the Skipper's plan

Dusting the revolver with powder, 1 blew.

failed utterly. Far from cresting

were no finger-prints.

diverslon, lunch was an even more
depressing experience thon dolng
nothing In the lving room. Without
elther the Skipper or M. Farrington
o keep us going, we picked at food
In uncomfortable sllence, | could not
boar Lo laok ot Higylne Had he olfered
me that gun deliburaloly, knowing
that It had already been wiped clean
of the murderar's fingerprints? Would
he have denled the entire episode in
court?

1 thought that he would, tn my Im-
aglnation the frail old man was begin-
ning to lake on the proportions of »
Faustian Mophisto, What had he
started to tell me before he changed
his mind? Anything? He might have
been bullding up that chaln of elreum-
slantial evidenee deliberately,

Higgins was the owner of the gun
which had in all probabilliy killed
Judde Blinshop and wounded M. Far-
rington. Our searches had disclosed
no other weapon in the house, Who-
aver used that gun on Jude must have
cleaned and relondod it batore It was
handed to Michael on Friday night.
And who had as good an appartunity
for dolng that as Higgina? 3

True, ho had been with the rest of
us when the eplsode In the kilehen
transpired, and In the room with all
the others when Willlam and | met
our fate. But In both those cases the
aclve presence of the lunatlc was
not only possible, but distinetly probe
able. The nolscleas trend that had
always seemed pleasant to me before
suddenly became th rontening and
tinlster. | Jumped svary time the man
came near me with foad,

There was no longer any sense in
dodging the fact that the murderer
musl be n recognized inmate of the
house. The possibility of w second
unknown wandering the Bluft In
darkness was absurd. It was obvious
that the person who shot M, Farring-
ton had known just where to And her,
Just where to dispose of his or her
Run, Just where to conceal himaelf o
hersell after the shat Kad been Mred,

fCopyright, 1087, Esther Tyler)

Tomnrrow. 1 chock Norman Far.
rington's alnlster mclivitles

CURRY COUNTY T0
FILE ROGUE MINE
MUD ACTION SOON

GRANTS TPABS. June 7.—(AP)
The Curry county court carried out

I announced Intention and dlirected
Tae district attorney wt Oold Beach
Wednesday ta “mstitule appropriate
procesdings L abate sald nulanee
n a resniution eharging great dame-
age 10 Rogue river and aajoliol

adeoring to aord

rilory by mining
fiom Gold Beanh

The resolution stated
pontinued dumping of tillngs and
mining deorls Into the sald Rogue
civer and ita tributaries, has and
nyw I8 rapidly destroying the redre.
at'onal valte of sald stream, depre-
cipting valuea of ren! and personsl
property 1n the county, impeding
navigntion, making the waters ane
fit for use for irrigsating ang 1o
meatle purposes, Intarfering =ith iah
ciopagntion preventing fshilng »n
health and safeiyshrdieu ahrdiuetao
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f'he | ¢

ald river, and driving tourista and
sportamen from the nenacing
the public health sl sufst and Ia
oniisltig trieparatile damage
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DIFFICULT DECISIONS

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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TRYING 10 GET UP COURAGE

WiTH THE MARKR-DOWNS
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BOURBON PONG |
SOUABBLE RAGS

PORTLAND, June 7.—[AP) Listing ~
R A se L p s 8284388 In labilities and 827751 ny- |  PORTLAND, June 7. —(AP)— Em-
agomient of the fortheoming. anmusi| %€t Clyde Johnson. defendant in a| Plovers neglacting to mnke proper
Dutmot‘r'nllr‘- “:ml:" m.rtlrrl‘agl.“ :“ the | "It for 8100731 In the liguidation \‘I':ln! ';:"“1”:‘ ;“ 'e:;ilms “;"' A
\l-'lllnn.\el.u-. [Flem'lcrn:h- soclety I,M:rnjm the Americhn Bank @l Spokane, :'ent- ntr :.]l%en?lx due xr::n:!?l:f OJN\:'.
_lilled petition for bankruptley in feds i 5
0. V. Badiny. its presldent, wan | < Maloney, collector of internal rev-
elected chateman of the committes | fF81 court . onue, snid today.

1“1_::"1:'“;‘: the I"”""' - - New Pinbail Row , erxlll}lnm;,‘ lHu-l '\'hlltlr title X of
on. h o meeting - = . R T the wmct. dealing with the unem-
tended by cdelognten from the various | SALEM, Ote. Jine 3 AL A D0 | sent compensation tax applles
democratie  organiestions, was ._n,.lr-mud of litigallon over aporation ol 10 -(‘EIIPI.O).'l'I‘l of elght or moro per-
Intest development in A controversy | Marble boards here opaned  today | oo pine vimn lnving to do with
which began when Johin J, Becks | Whin ) H. Qampball (kg it in olr- | g gos Honetits, applles to nll em-
man, ‘ehdlrman. of the Multnoman | Uik court for an Injunctlon resteuin- | plovers of one or mome not speoifics

county central committee, appolntod | ing Sheriff A, € Burk And other au-| wily pxemtp under the act.
n committon to arrange for the pies | thorities from interfering with op- “Teo many emplovers are con-

nie,

Objections from members of lnel
Willamette valley soclety, which nad
ataged the plenic In past years, and !
others in the party resulted in the
moenting,

Th Badley group objected to the |

procedure, demanding the election

of a chairman first | SUBIAI- SEE”RITY
Charles H, Lencli, state represon- |

Intive, was named 1

plenle committes of
1s chalrman,

.
Flles Dankruptey

eration df 14 machines.

- *—
WPA Alds Clrles
WASHINOTON, Juns T—(AP)}—
WPA notified Congresaman, Wal
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fusing the provisiona of titles VIII
and IX and think that because they
|:1n not employ aa many ns elght
The | persons they are exempt from pay-
| Ing this inx," Maloney sald,
| The lnw makes the employer Hable
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TAILSPIN TOMMY —A Dange
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TrHe FrDeRAL
AGENT SHOWED
TOMMY THE PILOT
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MOST DANGEROUS
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