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SYNOPSIS: A mysterious shot
kills attractive Jude Blinshep on
@ toild, stormy nipht at Farringlon
Bluff, homae of Michael's aunts,
Everyona maroonud on this (sland
{s suspect: Mike, uho talked with
Jude alone thar #ght; the Skip-
per, hiz tall and fweedy younger
sunt; Aunt M. piha, stout and

ish; Gay Pilmer, Mike's red-

d steeetheart; Higiing, the
alderly butler; Willlam, the chauf-
feur; Cook; Annle, the maid—
even I, Mike'sclosest friend. Then
e find traces of an outsider, per-
hapr o manlac, who must be loose
in the house. Our search s futile,

Chapter 22
The Horrible Farce

AY, Michasl and M. Farringlon
came slowly In, Thelr general as-
pect was gloomy.

“Perhaps,” sald Gay, after a long
Interval of staring ot her own feet,
"we had better hold a séance. It's
done In all the best thrillers.”

Mike's face was waorrled. “Rotl" he
sald sharply. “Don't get silly, for
God's sake!™

Her lough was shaky, "Why not?
People are killed and alugged and

ed up by empty alr. Thers must
be u ghostl We owe It to oursslves
not to miss anything.*

“Stop 1" Michael crossed to her
swiftly. "Stop it! Get a grip on your-
selfl Den't—" Too late. She enl-
lapsed ngainst him in & tearful At

That evenlng had pretty well ex-
hausted my stock of sympathy. |
stepped Into the conservalory., But
1ts heavy acent of roses reminded me
of nothing so much ns a funeral, |
thought of Jude Blinshop's funeral
I selected a emsket for Jude—not a
heavy one—blue, deep blue. No roses.
Just— The reallzation of what | was
dolng struck me as & revolting shock,
My foot sent a po! of American
Beautles crashing to the floor.

I swore frantically,

“Exactly," sald M. Farrington's
volce at my elbow,

“Must have brushed agalnst i,
Aunt Martha," I mumbled, stooping
for the roses.

*With your fool,” sald the dry volce.
“Jamms, you sre not to lose your
head. Sit down, plesse”

1 sat dismally under an appalling

rubber plant. I wished that I were |

dead, recollected that 1 might very
shortly get my wish, shivered, and
brought my wavering attention back
to M. Farrington. She was speaking
in her dry, precisa little volcs.

"“The grestest danger of all, my
dear boy, {s that we may allow our
imaginations to run sway with us
Our predicament Is unpleasant In the
extrems and entirely unexpacted,
The thought of the supernatural in
connection with these strange ceecur-
rences [n Inevitable, but thoroughly
absurd. If wa think—"

From behind the rubber plant, 1
gaped at her, The supernaturall M.
Farcington arguing about the super-
naturall Were we all golng crazy?

Action For Everyons

“T\ON'T worry, Aunt Martha™ 1

sald. “Cook of courss would
think banshees were after her if &
match blew out. But I'm sure the
rest of us are too—"

The plcture of Gay In hysterics
in the next room siopped me. I
groped Impntlently for a clgarettes,

"Grace i3 not berself, James.” Con~
found the woman! Did she think me
deaf ax well ax dumb? “In our present
overwrought condition, we tend to re-
duce perfectly normal happenings to
the baals of suporstitious phenomona.
We must retaln self-control. 1 advise
you to provide Immediate physical
action for everyone, This walting ls—
unpleasant”

1 exploded, “But damn It!" | rosred.
*Wea can't keep pussyfooting around
the houss plaving hide-and-seck,
We've dona enough searching for
;ngho\nnt What the devil can we

b3"

"How do you usually amuse your-
selt?" She was laughing at me. Her
lps never moved, but sha was Inugh-
Ing. 1 got to my feet and lunged
into the living room,

Higging' bick whas Just retreating
through the hall doar, In a far corner
of the room Michael was bonding over
Gay with o glass of something In his
hand. The Skipper glanced around
fram the window, but returned im.
meadintaly to her survey of the dark-
ness outnide,

“How about bed?™ I meant to say It
cheerfully.

Mike stralghtened up. "Don't be
fantastic™

“All right” My volte alarted out
Jauntily and sanded In n ghastly eronk.
*Then let's do something to amuse
ourselves. Bridge? Billinrds?™

“Daminnes?™ Michoel jeered,

trees and railling of blinds, Flaally
Michael threw down his cards.

“This Is the worst |dea you've
had yet!" he snorted, moving toward
the brandy botile,

“Let's try blllards™ My own volce
was barely recognizable, *You move
playing billlardse™

The Skipper and M. Farrington
remaloed In the liviog room, the lat-
ter patlently trying to read a book,
the former stil' mitlonless st the
window. We left the connecting door
open, and Gay, Michael and | went
Into the room where the whole
ghastly mess seemed to have started.
Not 48 hours ago Jude Blinshop had
stood right where [ was standing,
holding that very same cue, walting
for ms to leave her alone with Miks,
I dropped the ctie as if it burned,

"Oh, helll" 1 groaned desperately,

Gay seated herself on the table,
her oot swinging rapldly,

“Mike," she sald, “If lan't fust eurl-
oplty, I—must know. You ought to
trust me enough to tell me why you
went outdoors last night."

Grisly Diversion!

WB WERE right back st the be«
Einning. What possible difference
could it make now? What possible
use in dragging It up again? Divers
slon. Damned grisly diversion! I
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My foot seat a pot crash-
ing to the floor,

starled for the door, bt
blotked me o,

“Stay right here, Jim!" Then. very
patiently, “I've told you s dozen
times, Gay, that It had nothing to do
with all thix 1 went out to look a1
the hridge.”

"You're Iving!™ At the fury In her
voles the sickening whirl in my head
began 1o tighten. Thera was no stop-
plag her. "What did you go outdoars
for? You were out thers at 10 o'clock
You sald so—"

I had had enough of It Pushing
Michae!l out of my way, | barged into
the living room, banging the door
behind me, The Skipper turned frem
the window.

"Ivs nearly daylight” she sald
*Thank God. What time s it7*

I blinked 8% my watch. Tea min.
utes of saven.” On the davenport M
Farrington was fost asloep, With all

Mike

Hell On Wheels

Little s lacked in the way of
thrilla tor the spectators at the an.
nual Memorial day rsce at Indian.
apalis—but he may well thank his
lucky atars for the fact that it does
not hold quite sa much thrill as did
the Paris-Madrid race of 1003,
Of 316 carn and 50 motorcycles that
started out from Verasllles, 11 miles
from Paris, less than half srrived
A% tha finish line In Madrid, Spain.
Crowds lined the entire route 1o see
the aa yet litle known hoseloss cas-
riages tear by. The reckiess contest-
ants soomed along the narrow dirt
roada at apesds never belore recorded,
One of them was actually timed at
80 milea an hour|

Tha Ignorance of the apsctators ac-
counted for many of the mccldonts
As & driver passed them, they rushed
out Into the road to wateh him dis.
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Tomorrow: The Mystery Preaidant!

Cots Project Approved,
WABHINGOTON, May 31 —(AP)—
The war department sdvised Refire-
sontative James AMott, Salem, Ore., to-
day It hea approved the report of dia-
trict engineers recommending a de-

Wheal Harvest Delayed.

THE DALLES. Moy 81.—({AP)—
Prolonged mins inte winter and
early spring. ret v wnd
the continued 1 1
mnke the whoat ha

Twins Joineqd
PORTLAND, Ore. May 31 —(AP)—
Twins Jolned together from the
nhoulder to hip wers born to'a couple
n the gimatal hoaplital today but the

L34 ) mbles dled within a few minutes.
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX

For further proof adliress the sutbor, incloslng & stemped envelops for reply. Reg. U. B. Pat Of.
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8'MATTER POP

AFTER -THROWING YOUR FAMILY AND

THE USHERS INTO A TURMOIL BY IMAGINING

HAT YOU DROPPED THE KEY OF -THE CAR,

You REMEMBER THAT YoU LEFT THE CAR
UNLOCKED WITH THE REY IN THE IGNYTION

GLYR
WILLIATS

S

By O. M. PAYNS

CANDY LAMB,
“HE UNDEBSTANDS
BEVERYTHING You

Say Somevdive

ANTHROPePHAL |

N N

talled flood control survey of Cooa | tral Oregon unusunily 1 ear, | The mother's condition was described
river Io southwestern Oregon | prowers predicted, % matisdnntory
TAILSPIN TOMMY—Concerning Tommy |

WHAT'S
YOUR PLAN,

'l --" ‘

FIRST.. WEVE |
GOT TO KERP | |
THE DEATH { |
OF LACEY
" UMDER

AND YOU SAY

YOUR PILOT
FRIEND ?

ENMOUGH TO
BE HIS TWIN,
CHIEF! IF we

In ™HE HEADGUARTER

AM OPERATIVE IS

OF A FLYER WHO

TOMMY .

OF THE SECRET SERVICE,

REPORTING TO HIS
SUPERIOR THE DEATH

GREATLY RESEMBLED

' CAN PERSUADE
TAILSPIN TO
DO IT, WE'LL
BE ABLE TO
LEARN THE
IDENTITY OF
THE BRAINS

\_OF THIS GANe!

1

LACEY RESEMBLES

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—''Tornado Toots"'

By HAL FORREST

IT'S DAMNGEROUS....) | [ ALL RIGHT, \/THANKS .
BUT TOMKINS HAS waLTER | THE ¢( cHIEE. 1L
COURAGE AND DEPARTMENT \Y LEAVE FOR
CAM BE WILL BACK TEXAS RIGHT
TRUSTED. you upl! AWAY |

WEVE GOT TO

BREAK UP

THIS ESPiOMAGE) \'%
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QuUICKLY/ &

o

7

eult to remember trumps. Scoring was | ly. Have you our kevs?™

'h”i'lk;i}':hinx." Gay's wvolée was | my heort | envied her. < ——
rill mnd shaky, “We can't Just st | “What's going on In there?™ GOGM, WHAT'G P 7 YOU BOTH ! = .| NER, BILL HASSETTS WIFE'S LET ME & W !

bere. Let's do something!™ I tried mile, "Oh—curiosity— i L I g, P | SN ] ey ) - d LET ME SEE, NOW- ] THAT'S ONE THIN
Ard %0 wa tried it | dragged out s | nerves " ?\?#‘J%Ké%%&ﬁfgg: JZN‘.?I’O"E L || TooTe 7] JUST BEEM WERE ON A BLYIN NES, GIR,IT TOTES | DIME SHY O THE /

table, located mome cards, drew up = wilehing off lights J H RE! || HASGETT | GPREE BEN — AND WHELW L - -

chalrs. M. Farrlngton, Gay, .\ilh; and y I'm going to taks ITLOOKS S0 BARE AMD BMPTY/S i, WAS 1= h_k_. - AT WOMAN =1— f"' LP o JueY CREDIT \;E}J\VGAVE

mysel! played. The Skipper refused stalrs with me. [t's me fo o ! )y L L Lo ) MR, HAGSETT ON

to leave her window a cold shower. Tell Higgina to mm . s I e S = R THE MOMEY DEAL,
The horrible farce went an for hours | some Lreakiasl—and bresk up th — 3 a | & - BEN-

=—or seemed 10, We overbld wildly | Donnvbrook Fair in there, [vs day g & ol e 1 W

and underbld foollshly, It was dif- | light and we're clvilized—suppoaser — | g e T —

arratic In apite of all pretense, svery (Copyright, 1IR3, Fithas Tydew)
eAr in th: rcom was straining to
eatch sounds from the silant house The Skipper and 1 find s body dows
Nerves twiichad ta tha seughing of | the hiaff, tomerrow,
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THE NEBB8 Just » Wise Guy By SOL
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WASHINGTON, May 31 (UP)- LAS VEOAS, Nev. May 10—(UT) HERES THE LINEUR Ny 1 MADE ‘ [ WELL THERE ANT NO BOOK-MAKER
American goveinment tonlght Marthin Raye, ainging comedienne, | CC.Q?\VM"ATS__EAL&'S' .|i F MONEY O ) SONG TO GET THESE TUWO BUCKS —
throtigh the routine of formally no-| - ol et aioe. e ikes 1 t—"r‘_??' A TELESRAM ON SOLD MINE AND LTTLE LUTHER 1S GOING TD HOLD THIS
titying tha rearmament-occupled gov- , Semratel, r\-\f‘!ll‘_\'l :n-ro. Aunday E"‘T:‘--:H-%' <17 '.‘.'C‘-‘-J_T- SOIN' TO BeT /||| OVE - THAT uoReseE AT Cay SLOW.HE'S
arnments of Europe that they haven' | U7 AT WEE RREAR Bee atnds PAY MUCH BUT IT's 7 { DUMB _HUE SOT LOOSE OM THE TRACK

1d for thelr last war [N - PHENASS | SNSRI e DAY= — = - AR T e I,
p.‘l“tn state dopartment. at the res | WO \ Ch...*___.x-, AND AN Ta)
queat of the treastry. ment “due bille” | Miv Rave gave hec age ar 20 and r
to 13 defaulting debtor governments | DeF logal o L rgle  ¥Yronne
mminding them that snother semi. | feed.  Wes : et brother
annual installment on their debts |8 Wally, Pere and Ern Westmore
hlh due on J'.Im 15, ‘“‘lth‘r with Pfl‘ﬂll(lfﬂ‘ studlo makeup men -mia
the total of that Installment and of | he waa 21 They |aft tor an unan
payments past due, unpaid and now | ounced destination for & aneday
in derault, nopearmoon before raiuning 1o Holly-
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Polar Ses Deep | <

MOBCOW, May 31 —i AP —8oviet Alameda fase Olaved
Rumsia’s north pole weather outpost WASHINOTON, May 31 — AP)—
meanired the Polar st today and fredident Roosevelt skgme AU
found It far deeper than sclentists thorteing estatiliabment o & naval
bad esticmated. Uair station ot Alsmieds, Calit. -




