SYNOPSIS: Attractive Jh..
Blinshop e mysterioualy shot i
death on a wild, stormy night at
Farrington Blufl, home of Mi-
thael's sunta. Everyons mas-
rooned on this (sland U ruspect:
Mike, who tolked with Jude alone
that night, the Skipper, his tall
and tweedy younger agunt; Aunt
Martha, stout and : Gay
Palmer, Mike's red-headed noeet-
heart; Higging, the butler; Wil
liam, the chaufleur; Cook; Annie
the mald—-even [, who am picked
to lead our group investipation.
I quiz everyone futilely, As we
are about to search the houss,
tome unseen creature slowly
shuffles to the door.

Chapter 17
Havoe Upstairs
HROUGH the door was coming
th Aad ins of Christo-

pher, the cat His lower jaw dangled
inches below where [t ghould have
been, His fur was matted with blood,
and he was dragging himsel! along

infully on hls belly, mute, sppeal-

g eyes on his mistress’ face.

Like the erack of & rifle came M.
Farrington's scream!

Close on thit scream came a stran-
gled curse from the Skipper. The
revolver was jerked from my hand.
There was a sudden fash and a
thunderous repori, and Christopher
Iny still

“What did you do that for?”
Michael's valce was dazed.

The Skipper placed the gun on the
table deliborately.

“He was sulfering,” the sald, Would
the have noted that rapldly if she had
been dealing with a personT Would—

“Willlam,* she sald, “take it and—"

But I Interrupted. *Walit. Just cover
It and put it In & cloget | think this
party had better stick together.”

“Not" It was M. Farrington on her
feet, hands elenched to her temples,
eyes bulging, her volce verging on
n scream. "We can't stay herel 1
wan'll J—1—"

Before either Gay or 1 could atop
him, Michael was st her savagely,
had her by the shoulders, and wan
shaking her llke a bag of Aour,

The Skipper's voice stopped it be-
fore 1 could. “Michaell" she mapped,
and he halted. Then after a ghasily
pause, “Martha, sit down'

None of us axpected It, but M, Far-
rington mat, and In another moment
Michael had himself in hand.

“Sarry, Aunt Martha,” he mumbled
thickly. “Lost my head”

“Now then” sald the Skipper
briskly, “let's have no more of this
Whatever s roaming around this
hotse’ can't be half as dangerous as
the very mpecial kind of hell a little
mob hyateria will turn loose. Michael,
give your sunt some brandy*

We all watched him pour I, one
thought uppermost (n every mind.
Whas it safe to drink It Was It safe
to do anything In this horrible house?
Reluctantly M. Farrington took the
glnss he handed her, healtated, and
finally drank, We waited for several
seconds. Nothing happened. Gay
selzed my arm.

“Lat's sonrch this room—mnow, Jim-
mie! We're wasting time.”

Wa searched it carefully, from end
to end. We moved furniture, lore up
the carpel even yanked out books

* None of us knaw exacily why, except
that It'would lesve us one spol that
we could be sure of. There was noth-
ing there that might not have been
there nlways, nothing that I had not
seen a dozen tnes myself,

“A blank,” sald Willlam, surveying
me wupiclously, “Dan't you think
you might get on with it now, sirl”

Couplod with my own growing con=-
viction that 1 should have searched
the house Immediately, his vague In-
sinuation rankled.

“I'm In charge of this® 1 growled,
“Do aa you're told and leave the rest
lo me.”

His “Yes. air was venomous.

Nerves Get Higgina

“.rz left William and his parly
slanding in the hall just outalde
the library door, M. Farrington qulet,
Michael vary black, and Gay tense
and silent. Willlam's alert, susplolous
face was the Iast thing I saw as )
rounded the landing. Thers we laft

Cook roused to speech. “Bul u
there's somethin' here we ain't sup-
posed to see, we'll be leavin' plenty
of time for someone.” with » =ignifi-
cani leer, “to be gettin' It out of the

way.”

1 decided quickly. A last clue
dwindled Into nothingness beside
thal prowler.

"You're right Skipper” | suid to
Cook's Indignant face. “Let's go.™

Higgins still siood on the landing,
but he was huddled Into s corner,
half-erouching, his face screwed Into

a mask of terror.
demanded

“How was 17"
hoarsely.

*Nothing,” sald the Skipper. “Are
the others all there?"”

“Please, Misa Barbara,” his volce
was ghrill, I don't like this, do you
see? I'm In the middle. Whichever
way the killer comes, he can get me.
I ain't staying here. [ don't like IL™

“Don't be & fool” I sald sharply,
“You're in plain sight of four persons
all the while, You have a revolver.”

He drew a long, shuddering breath.
“I aln't yellow, Mr, Jimmis, Nobody
ain't never sald that of me. But a
devil of a lot of good it'll do me, being
In plain eight of four people when 1
get mine. Degging your pardon, Miss
Barbara, 1 ain't staying herel”

1 knew how he folt.

"Gay," I called, “come up here and
stand with Higgins, will you?™

Gay's volce answered a1 once. “O.
K, Jim. Coming." We could hear Mi-
chael protesting, but she appeared.

“Any luck, sallor?" she demanded.

1 wagged my hend, “"You watch
the upper hall and Higgins the lower
one. That makes It all right doesn't
It, Higgina?™

“Yes, sir,” mther shamefacedly.

“All right, Willlam" I shouled,
"Go ahead"

Before we had begn In that hall 20
seconds, we could understand Hig-
gins' state of mind more fully. To
stand In an emply corridor, every
nerve stralned for n sound from the
party below, walting for someone or
something unknown to appear, was
not a pleasant experience even with
three companions In the brilliantly
lighted hall. Alone in the dimness of
the landing with only empty space
beyond, it must have been Insupport-
able, Tho silence seemed to be
wrapped around us In layers, pene-
trated only by the sound of our own
breathing. And then came a sound
from below—a doar cloging and Wil-
Ham's valee.

"AlL right In the living room, sirt

There was no light In M. Farring-
ton's room, and I concluded that at
lsast one person had been where she
claimed o have béen during my wild
performance downitairs,

"Il get I sald the Skipper behind
me. There was a ellek and the room
was flooded with light. T pramptly re-
experionced the sensations of my Arst
ride on a roller conster.

he

Christopher's Fale

HE room mignt have been struck

by a eyclone, M. Farrington's cher-
Ished bita of shell and china were
seattered In rulng all dver the floor.
Chalrs and tables wers overtirmed,
bedelothea thrown wildly In sl dl-
rections. Even Whe drapes had been
ripped from the windows Christo-
pher's bassinel was on it side, some
slx feet from L former position, The
bedstead and foor beside It were
smeared with blood. One look at the
bed made guite elear the manner In
which the poor animal had met his
fate. He had been savagely bashed
agningt the mahogany. Great, wet
splotches of blood went in a waver-
Ing line toward the door whore he
had evidently dragged himself

I leapt to the elosel door and fNung
1t open. Clothes, nothing elae. Through
the connecting door of the bathroom
came the Skipper's volce.

"Naothing here, elther™

Simultanoously Annle's shrill soby
broke forth, reenforeod by m deeply
rumbled prayer to all the salnts from
Cook

I'shouted samething and started to
herd them ‘ahead of me out of e
room. “Skipper! Are you thers? Are
you—*

The Skipper turned from an ine
spection of her closet, Her face drawn
and wet,

"Empiy,” ahe whispered.
Lord! What ean we dol"

I' dragied hor into the hall after

“Good
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-
in American hospitals at home,

Broken-Hearted Queen
“Caroline, the Injured Queen of
of Brunawick ordered 15 be engraved
on the plate of her coffin. She died
froon the mental blow administersd
by her husband, George IV of Eng-
Innd, when he refused to let her be
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the coronation in May, 1821
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