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MURDER - -
oy TE A |
_ON TME BLUFF ...70.

SYNOFPSHIS: 1Pz a wiid, stormy
night at Farrington Bluff, home
of Michael's qunts, when sitrac-
tive Jude Blinshop iz shot to
death on the bluf. Mike dizio-
cates a shoulder hunting for the
misring Skipper, hls tall ond
tweedy younger aunt who turns
up with en Lulitr‘l. JGau P‘uLImt‘r,

“Hag you any reason for thinking
01"

*1 had not." The eery volce of the
storm seemed to mock both of us

“Had you any particular purpose In
inviting Judith bhere?™

She stiffenad, but ghe had the grace
to blush.

“I thought she might make pleasant
y far you and Michael*

Mike's red- g
worries about him. Next day,
stout ond prudish Aunt Martha
proposes that | lead our group in-
o his Ju.‘.i“pf.:
are marooned on &
of my job (s 2o find who bashed
Cook’s head with & flower pot
and bound up Annle the maid.

Chapter 13

I Quiz The Aunts

CUDDENLY 1 rejected my original

plan of allowing Willlam to search
the first floor while 1 searched the
second. | was just embarking on the
muost trying experience of that week-
end—the experience of suspecting ev-
ery person in the house. If there was

In spite of the tension. a general
smlle greeted that,

“Naturally,” 1 said, the thought of
the still Agure upatairs wiping the
smile from my lips with a vengeance,
“Now, about last night. At what time
did you go upstalrs?™

*Directly after you left us. | didn't
notice the exact hour. | went straight
1o bed, if that is what Interests you."

“Did you sleep Immediately?™”

M. Farrington drew herself up,
*The next thing 1 was aware of.” she
stated  deliberately., “was Michael
standing begide me with the nforma-
tion that Judith and Barbara were
not in the house.”

I felt as If cold water had unexpect-
edly been splashed In my face. And
then the realization of my own colos-
sal stupidity struck me. Never repeat

an Intruder |nside, I d, our
search would be reduced to a simple
game of hide-and-seek with the odds
decidedly In tavor of the hider.

And If Willlam could not be countad
on—For a moment 1 considered or-
ganizing the entlre household Into a
seirching party, but only for a mo-
ment. M. Farrington, Cook, Annie and
Michael were in no eondition to be
relled upon. Mike should have been
In bed, and the other three showed
slgns of becoming problem cases on
the least provocation, That left Wil-
liam, Higgins, the Skipper, Gay and
mysell. Five of us. Two of them wo-
men and one an old man.

If we were to go logether, we wera
possibly turning the murderer loose
to roam the house at will with the in-
valids unprotected. If we divided Into
parties of two and three, It was just
poszible that the murderer was being
sent off into the emply house alone
with another unsuspecting wictim,
The risk was unthinkable. I am not
defending my action. I am merely ex-
plaining how it seemeod to ma at the
moment loglcal.

I stuffed the rope and Michasl's
handkerchlef Into my pockel

"Willlam, I've changed my mind.
1 think I'll have a little talk with the
rest before we go on with this”

“Hell, alr, you can't do that! We
ean't go sitting around talking while
some bloody devil—"

My grip on myself wasn't very good,
and It was slipplng with every un-
eertaln minute. "I can do whateyer
I ree 0" 1 said curtly, “Come on!”

“All right, but I ain't in favor of it/®

“So what?" 1 growled. But I did
glance into every rcom as we went
down the hall—tha game room, the
living room, the dining room and even
the conservatory, They were all
empty. If they hadn't been, perhaps
I might have realized my mistake, but
1 was appallingly sure that the person
T sought was at that moment convers-
ing glibly in the lbrary.

They all turned at the opening of
the door—all except Michnel who had
been saying something. Hix doubled
fist still rested on the desk and his
face was very red, The atmosphere
of the room a reflecied on thelr taces
wan tonse.

“You were saylng, Mike?" I sald,

For half a second he held the pase.
Then, "You're damned right I was
saying that we'd betler let bad enough
alone.”

“Michael" sald the Skipper, “slt
down and shut up, Now!"

1 doubt it her words would have
had any effect, bul she accompanied
them with a forceful shove. Michnel
eal I motioned to Willlam to park
himself somewhere,

“Have you found anything, Jamea?"”
quavered M. Farrington,

“Yes," 1 sald to Willlam's evident
astonishment, "U've found all 1 was
loaking for. I'm golng to msk ques-
tiona, and If you aren't particulariy
enjoying this, I'd advise you to an-
swer them as carefully ms posalble.
Gay, get a pencll and paper and write
down every word of {L”

There was & pause, After » moment
Gay walked to the desk and picked
up a penell,

Aunt Martha Holds Out

* A UNT MARTHA, 1 will begin with

4 3 you, Your inviting us here at
this time of year was unusual, This
party was your {dea?"

"It wan"

“Will you tell us why I was belng
eallous and 1 knew It without looking
at Michael's black face

“Certainly, Barbara seemed unwell
and depressed. As 1 wrote you, |
thought she would be belter for a lit-
Ue company. And 1 hoped that—that
she might biring herself (o eonfide in
!’t\ll; or Michael more readily than my-
sell.

M, Farrington's lips were a thin,
stralght line. In her ayes at that mo-
ment gleamed the light which usually
presaged o laying low of the nearest
svallable vietim. But | went on.

what I am going to tell you to anyone!
And there | stood before the Skipper
expecting to hear it voluntarily re-
peated, My face burmed furfously.

“Did anything unusual happen
while we were out in the grounds
elther Inst night or this morning™

“Nothing."

“You heard no lootateps in the hall
upstairs this afternoon?”

*1 did not”

The Skipper's Stable Trip

I THANKED her and met the Skip-
per’s inscrutablo eyes fixed on my
face. I took a long breath,

"Skipper,” 1 sald, “vou ssked me
to do thiz What had been troubling
you?®

She reached for a clgarette and
lighted It with a steady hand, “I'm 82,
Jimmle. When you reach that age it's
not so easy to be conslstently cheere
ful. That's all thers ix to 11"

“You didn't go upstairs with Aunt
Martha last night?" Stupld question,
hod seen her go upstaire She
Inughed sofily,

"My dear hoy, after vou left us I
smoked n clgaretie, bored mysell stifn,
and went 10 bad, 1 think you were
the last person [ saw en route. Martha
was asleep. So [ didn’t wake her. I lay
awake 1ill the thought of that dog got
me. Then I dressed and went out to
her, That's all there ls, Jim—except
that 1 heard nothing In the hall

I cleared my throat. “Why didn't
you tell Aunt Martha where you were

oing?"

“It would have worrled her”

“You went directly to the stabla?”

“I did and 1 came directly back. 1
didn't hear anything but wind."

I braced myself and let the next
question fly. "What did you mean lust
night when you told me to keep Jude
away from Michaal?"

The Skipper flicked ash from her
clgarette coolly, “1 meant that if Mike
wants to marry Gay, | see no reasop
Wwhy he ahouldn't have a clear fleld’
Gay's pencll sapped

Should 1 or should I not ask her
paint-blank what she and Jude had
been talking about when M Farring-
ton heard them? T declded not te, Ta
#ll {ntents and purposes that (hter-
view had alreatly been denled. 1
should be giving away my knowledge
and gaining nothing. 1 turned to Mi.

7=

chael.

“"What did Jude talk to you about In
the game room?"

His shoulders were hunched
“That" he sald, "ia none of your
damned business.”

I know now that In that ane mo-
ment I last the oppiortunity of saving
us all from what followed. My anger
prevented me from seelng the effect
that question and ita answer had on
anyone in that room, Mike's attitude
through that entire day had been et
Hng Inereasingly in my hair, At the
demand of the entire party I had ace
copted a respanaibility as distasteful
to m ms I was Inadequate for It And
It was becaming Incrensingly evident
that my Inadequacy might prove dis-
astrous.

I tried to keep my temper.

"What did Jude toll you, Mike?™

Michael looked at me—a long look
and & strange one, His fice was set,
and I knew before he opened his
mouth that he was lying. Well they
had all Led i

“She told me that she thought the
chimneys ware In bud shape and this
slorm might make them dangerous.
She didn't want to alarm anyone
else."

It wan » feeble attemipt, but 1 knew
that a second question would be just
00 much wasted breath. That much
waa evident from the set of his ehin.
Behind me, Gay snorted Indignantly,

“All righ® T said wearily. “How
long did it take her to tell you that?™
He way eyeing me eauttiously—irying
to anticipate my thoughts.

"About five minutes”

fCopuright, 1007, Kather

Tylers

Putting all my cards on the table, §
creale a sensation, fomorrow.
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LoVIG FOX BECAME 50 LINNERVED
%Y & FLY PLIGHTING ON
1TRE CLE BHLL THRT HE
MiSCUED --/0ST THE CONTES T

PED IN A RIVER
N s okowies)

CREEPS 10 PARENTS®
DOOR VERY EARLY ON
SUNDAY MORNING AND
RSKS ARETHEY AWAKE AND
151 IME 10 6EfUP?
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1510LD THEY WERE NG AMUSES HIMSELT JOUNC-  CALLS HOPEFULLY 15 THAT
AWAKE AND THEY WANT  ING UPAND DOWN, UN- THE SIGNAL 10 6ET UP,
10 SLEEP AND 16 60 1iL HE HEARS A KNOCK  BUT FINDS If WAS THE
BACK 70 BED ATONCE O THE wALL SIENAL 1o KEEP QUIES

w
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THE HoNeyBee  * SUBSIDES FOR AWHILE,  SIGHS AND STARTS  REWURNS TO PARENYS'  CLIMBS BACK INfO BED
Hes MORE CONTROL TMEN REPORYS AT DOOR  CARRYING IS BOXOF  DOOR 10 SAY HE'S SORRY. AND SINGS 0 HIMSELF,
OVER LIFE THAN HE THINKS HE HEARS BIOCKS 10 HIS BED  ABOUT THAT CRASH, HE  PARENTS WiTH SIGHS DE-
" UFFY WHINIHG, SHALL HE DROPPED HI5 BLOCKS  CIDING THEY MIGHT AS
Tﬁ CAN lrgRENth . 66 DDWN AND LEf HiM oUT WELL 6ET UP
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Defented By a Fiy

Louls Pox wax In the lesd at
Washington:  hall, Rochester, New
York. His greatest ambltion  was

within his grasp—the winning of the
undisputed world's billiard  champ-
fonahip, John Deery, co-holder with
Fox of the title from the year before,
eyed his opponent disconsolatsly ns
he noted the somewlat pardonable
amirk on Fox® face

Fox stepped up to the table, sight-
ed down his cue and was about to
shoot. A fly It on the cue ball
Laughingly, Fox shooed 1t away.
Again he prepared Lo alioot, The fly
elreled past the billiard players eyes
and sgnin landed on the cue ball.
Unsmiling, FPox shootd It away. An-
noyedly. he returned his attention to

MiMaarhe Bysdeats e

| bia shot. A buss ang 1 thy han was comman in_ phst centurles,

back. Fox jabbed st 1t with toe e he lfe limit remains the same—
of his cue, hit t k /] | with ' but few pérsons pussing the
the fiy wa 13 oll | 1i0-year mark before old sge takes
awsy as the 4 wan- | thelr body graveward

ished into the blus h tobaceo Hontybets, on the other hand, are

Your SouP
HoTTER THAN

capable of Increasing the life span
of their rellows from the averoge six
weoks which the worker bee lives

smoke whleh overhur the room
Tho poka which Fox had taken at
the ball constituted a  miboue

t the two, three of more Years which

Doery steppod up o thwe
constitutes the life span of the gueen

carefully rmn out

bee. A bee colony hind the pawer to
choose Ita own queen—by ezlecting

p. Pex dashies
) A river and

wou the champlons
from the hall, ran

Jumped in. He was drowied an fgg or a newly-hatched larva and
—— |!l-rd]ll: it n special diet of “royal W

Eirg Control Jelly™ This devolops the larva into

While sclence a furen hie, thus increasing its jife

ermasing  Lhe possibliities about 18 times that of

expectintey, *| an, orrlinary bee

Increase the span «

Human Horsex!
—
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TRADE HOLDS [P
DFSPITE WEATHER

NEW YORK, May
cloment weither took its toll in re-

22 —{AP 1 —In- |

and
re-arders, however,
the report
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o Dun & were smaller in volume,
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cama closer to the
Bradstresl sald today
trade review,
Ponding sirikes caussd
ment of 0
In Industrial vislons, the L
said, but production tols
tie st

abandorn-
f 1 | year's showing
the count L Y
percent over last yenr's {igure.
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wholesale misrkets lost cluded Paelfic coant, 12 to 18 percent. |

"Buylng In

TOoMMYS AppEAL
TO REGAIM  HIS

LICENSE IS NOW
BEIMG HEARD.,

BEN WEBBTER'S CAREER-

TAILSPIN TOMMY—The Hearing!
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??ég;ﬂgé R RL NG ((weee, FiRsT 1 saw Y VT Then T SMACKED — {15 THIS THE Pitor) WAWELL . UM
'] n A ». .
YOU SAw. I s m:;l; FMtI:IH' TR TH' BARN WILL TOMMY | | YOU SAW..... I'D SAY...YEP
AN HAD SimoLe | [ AT BuRMED LR TOMKIN§ STAGGERIMG ERR..| MEAN
‘P, LOW w:HLehs BUT BEFORE IT C O MEe i ( YES!, . .HE SHoRE
AN' A LONG E‘D | SEt= A FO‘?WAR'?. N LOOKED Likt=
SIAR B MOk CLLER STAGGER PLEASE! LM ALL RIGHT!
IT HAD A I —,
SORTA i’
DESIGH
on IT
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Some Surprise!
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HEW YORK. Ma AP ==Un
. Maciflie Ballrosa TPa 1ib
nounced todi ditails of & froight

[enr | bullding progren) invelving
{ 000,000

At 1tn Omaha, Neb. and Portlagd
Ore. shope the oottpat 1 Buttd
4088 boy  cars 1 at & Orand
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Discount buuness of Lthe fearrw
bank. while ut a (0w level, hHay been
soiewhiat higner thia year than for
some  time, but chiefly for alwrt-
term ioans,

e total dicounts st the reastYe | lox

" hatlk May 10 were 84000, 4 drop
from 160000 In the |ldst wesk DUt

virtuslly triple the amount of & year
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Latirambe Planeer Dies

LA GRANDE, Ore . May VAP
M. Clara Condit 71, wite of City
Commismioner Willlam Condit of La
Grande and a Orande Ronde wallay
ploneer, dled here last night.  Min
eral services will be held here Sunday
afterpoon. Mm. Condif came ta La
Cmpde in 1872 from Wyomitg and
wés one of the firet women clerks In
this city,
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~FOR FREIGHT UARS

TAKE THIG MONEY RIGHT DOWN |
T0 OLD CALEB CRUNCHEM, THE £ 0N~

S00D MORMING,

MR, CRUMCHEM,

INE COME DOWN
HERE 1O~
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(ORI be Jus Jerpme Wilim)

ST0P RIGHT THERE, YOUME MAN!
| KNOW THE REST 0' THE aToRY/
NOU'VE COME DOWN HERE TO _J—]
P WEEFP THE SAME KIND O' TEARS b
b HETTY HIGGING WOULD IF SHE

*,_COULD, ER? W=y
f b .Jh‘-f 7

'VE COME DOWN HERE ?

T0 PAY MRS, HIeGING *
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By 80L HESS
EL L VONT SEE N\ [ 1 cer nrcamATION RiGHT FROM WILL YOU BET & THIS ONE WL~ e <2
L BN FRLT ) 7 e TRACK -1 AT HAD A LOSING TWS FOR ME BUT | B8E N THE BaRN roR. ME,

DONT LOSE IT - 1M |EATING OATS

e s
SAVING UP FOR / J LL\,LC::-\J?Q"P?JI
N _so~me swoes A cesr mauisy :y

\ ) 1 ’ 4 ‘-_I-/

BEFCRE THE

=
p)




