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[ MURDER
ON THE BLY

ALPSIS! T @ Wi, stormy

ot 6t Farrington Bluff, home
9f Michael's gunts, when alirac-
e Jude Blinahop {» shot to
death on the bluff. Mike dislo-
cates a shoulder hunting for the
missing Skipper, his toll end
fweedy younger aunt who turns
up twith an n:mdccv Palmer,

sne was ghaking from head to fool
and her syes glistened dangeroualy.
But her face screwed In thought, and
at I.lm said earnestly, “About

four

I stared at her dumbfounded Then
and there | began o sppreciate the
dificulty of extracting the truth from
the most well meaning people.

Mike's red - heade t,
worries about him. Next day,
etout end prudish Aunt Maoriha

poses that | lead our proup

stigation of the murder, for
we ore marooned on thiz small
faland. An unkaoum sssoilang
bazhes Cook's head with a flower
pot and binds up Annie the maold

5

Chapter 14

The Handkerchief Clue

TRIED ancther tacik.

“Where were you when 1 rang
Higgins?™ Did 1 imogine IL, or did he
look frightened?

*In the library, air. 1 wns looking
through one of the upper shelves for
A volume of Goethe which Mis Far-

has been unable to find, eir”

Very pat. A litila too pat. Higgina
had been asked o0 keep an eye on the
other sarvants,

*You hadn't been In the servants’
guarters since [ had spoken to you?™

“Oh, yes, sir. I went direcily there
after leaving you. 1 delivered my
message, and then !t pecurred to me
that this volume—"

I threw caution o the winds. “Just
why did you tell ms that they were
sl waiting In this room?™

*1 told them all to walt, slr.* He
moke withoul an instant's hesitation.
*l assumed that they had.*

It wasn't the sort of remark one
would expect of Higglna, For a mo-
ment It rather stumped me. I turned
to Cook apgain,

“When did Wilkam go upstaies?™

*Just a lttle while after Mr. Hig-
gina left uwr—zight away practically.”

In a way [t all pleced together.
Someone might have come Inie the
kitchen through the back door, banged
Annle over the head, and put her (n
the entry, only to discover Cook In the
oext room, It was quite possible that
the commotion had mroused Cook
fram her nap. She had played directly
into the hand of the Intruder by golng
nto tho kitchen. Perhaps he had In-
tended to handle her as he had han-
dled Annle, but she had whirled
wound and surprised him. It Annis
had been struck by a flower pot, It
was probable that her assallant would
sart on his second exploit with the
mme missile In his hand. Unexpsct-
edly confronted by his victim, he
would have hurled It Iavoluntarily.
And then—My eve fell once more on
the swinging door.

Cook might have been the person
who had set It In motion, But the back
door waa locked from the Inside. Our
quarry must have turned the key
himself and gotten out of the room
before we came rushing Into IL It
was only & step to the game-room
from which, after our mud rush en
masse into the kitchen, he could pro-
seed wherever he chose. The in-
truder must be In the house!

T Saw The Eyes'

l ADVANCED upon Coak. "Who did

You see In that doorway?” I
shouted, pointing theatrically.

¢ offect was tremendous, Gay
screamod, The Skipper half rose
from her chalr. Higgins backed to-
wird the wall. But Cook glared baclk
st me, fascinated.

"So help me" she whispered. “1
mw the eyes!”

Either she was & magnificent ac-
tress or the dim lght had actually
protocted the person she had seen in
the doorway, There was no way of
teiling which., But—the prowler In
the upper hulll

"Do you sleep lightly?*®

“Sleep!” Her mighty wolee rose
ngain. "I pever sleep agaln, and
God's my witness! Till this day |
could lay me down and aleep with
the best of them—"

Simultaneoutly with the Skipper's
short laugh, Willlam opened the door,
His face was still anxious,

“She's all right now, sir.®

"Good" 1 suid crisply. "Come In
here, Willlam, and keep an oye on
everybody In this room, | want to talk
o Annie” Of all the people on the
Bluff right then, the chauffeur wasthe
one | most trusted and relied on. He
sdvanced into the room reluctantly

"Very good. sir.” I watched him
seille onto the table before 1 closed
the door,

Annie still lay on the couch In the
servants' hall She looked iimp and
pathetic, In & vacuous way, her tear-
streaked foce was pretiy. 1 spoke an
fently aa | could

=All right now. Annie?*

“You'll have no more trouble, We'l)
e to that. You went out o get
Cook’s ylames, dldn't you?!™

“Yes" Her eyes were terrified

=Just what happened?™

The girl shivered. “1 don't know
Mr, Wells, I started to open the table
drawes and something—hil me. I'm-
f'm scared! Why ahoy
o hit me? f—]—"

*We'll ake oare of evervthing™ |
mid with more conviction than 1 felt
*Don't worry, How lotig were you In
He entry as nearly as you can fgure™

1 was afrald that she would go oft
®io hysterics agaln &t aay moment

“1 supp it must hsve seamed
that long. Who was In the kitchen
when you went Into (17"

“Nobody. Honestl I didn"t see no-
body from the time ! left Cook ull
Miss Barbara opened the door. Goshl
It was awfull T couldn't get up and 1
couldn't say mnothin® and—1 was
scared, Suppose nobody had heard me
and the guy who put me there had—"

“How do you know a man put you
there!™ | mapped.

“1 don't I didn't say no man—"

“All right™ I feit a bit foollsh. =1
was just wondering. Look here, can
you stand up? | think It would be s
good {des for this party to stick to-
gether.”

She could stand up, snd abe did
She could also talk, bul her converss-
tion was not particularly Hluminating
It intimately concerned her sensations
upon wakening i find & gag In her
mouth and her opinion of some per-
son or p unkn steared her
into the kitchen quickly. Two things

Immediate altention. There
Was an unknown person at large In
the house, and a second night was
practically upon us before L as In-
vestigator had had a chance to ques-
tion the suspects about the events of
the first. It seemed 1o me that our
prowler desrrved first consideration.

Houseful Of Quasi-Lunatics
"I WISH you'd all go into the Ii-

brary,” I sald. “I mean everyone
but Willlam snd myself. I'm golng u
search the house, and | want to feel
sure thal you're all together, Each
one of you Is responsible for seelns
that no one lesyes the room until we

get back, Skipper, &ill you ring wher
tve: there — including Mi-

rybody is
chiiel and Aunt Martha?"

Alone with Willlam, a sense of nor-
mal being came upon me, In that
household of quasi-lunatics, he
seemed as steady and sane as o rock

"Better wipe off your face” 1 sug.
gested

William grinned from beneath the
caked lathor on his face, Al the dish
towel rack, he followed my sugges-
ton. Then from s drawer beslde the
sink he produced a flashlight

"All set, sir. Shall we look around
a bit here?" -

My e¥es rwept the reom. Broken
potlery all abaut, but otherwise nor-
mal. One drawer in the table suill
stood open, and Cook’s glasses were
in plain sight. If our visitor lind come
from the muddy drive outaide, he
must have flown scross the kitchen
foor, Thare wax no sign of footprints
We went through the two pantries
thoroughly. We examined all the
closets and table drawers, As a part-
g shot, I stepped to the back door
and opened |t

In the light of Willlam's torch, the
eniry. scene of Annie's incarceration,
revealed two startling facts, Just out-
side the door stood a double stack of
fAower pots, and ali over the floor
were smears of red clay—the clay of
the tennis courts, Annie's bonds and
Kag stll lay where Willlam had
dropped them, Mechanically 1 atooped
and picked them up. An ordinary
plece of clothesline, ons end of It
freshly eut, and a handkerchief of
fine white linen, embroidered and
hand-made, The sort of thing a8 man’s
malden aunt might give him, |
thought with & chuckie But the
laugh froze on my lips.

Daintily stitched in one corner of
that honidkerchief was the name,
"Mlchsel Farrington™ As 1 stared In
horror at the thing, the bell in the
kitchen sounded the Sk pper's signal

William's voice call
rance. "Nothing out hore, sir.*

'm afraid my “No' was rather
weak. I wias trving 19 think—trying
to forget that [ was dealing with M.
chael and his family -irying i i
ton ax If 1 were merely considering
fletion for & grisly-minded public
Would it have been possible for Mi.
chael to have ciused that mess in the
kitchen! Anyone In the party. Coolk
Annle and mysel! excepted, could
have bean the prowler in the upper
hall Any one of them could have
meaked down the servanis’ stalreuss
and handled Annie. The handkerchlot
pointed o Michael

But the afMair with Cook was pocu-
lar, If logle had anything to do with
It, Cook munt have sereamed fust be-
fore the Aower pol struck her, And
when we heard tha! scream, evers
metiber of the party but William and
the wictims had been i(n the room
with me,

One glance at William assured mi
tiat e really had been shaving Part
of hla face glistoned like an apple,
And the rest was encased In a brief
but decided stubble It Aashed nerons
my tind that in Setion Willlam would
be gullty, The most
1§ and the most help-
" 'y wimte
hat sort of S didn’t belleve It
SUIL It was pos e that the lather
have been applied a .
u removed while Cook wa
bering peacefully on her s
(Cepyright, 1987, Bether Tyler)
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My quis meets with glib evasions,
Manday.

Paris to Destroy Rats;

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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The Fiying Wreck

Tan years ago today a silver bullst
flaahed out of the clouds over La
Biitirget Plold, Paris, circled s couple
of times and landed. A young man
stepped out of his plane and intro.
duced himaslf as Charles Lindbergh.
The (irst flight from New York to
Paris had open completed A great
forward step In aviation had Been
made.

Twenty-five vears ngo. November
5th, another mileatone in oan's con-
qurat of the alr was completed A
stuttering wreck lumbered over a Loa
Argnles field, wobbled ita wings and

bounced to a landing Galbralth
Bodgers had completed the [irst
transcontinental flight across the

coﬁsT:fo-CORBTFLIGHT

ACRoSS THE 115,
TooK #9 Dh‘!‘i./

THE PLANE, FLOWN BY 6PLBRATTH RODGERS,
CRACKED-LP [5 TIMES AND.REQUIRED
EE!}_O‘AGH NEw PARTS 10 BUIILD -

plane he landed on the o.llfornm
fleld had exactly four pleces of the|
ariginal equipment with wiich he had |
laken off from New York 49 days bo-
fore 7 struts, a vertical rud-
der snd, strango 83 it seems, & gl
vottle tisd to his wing hraoe. The
distance he had flown was 4231 miles
for an average milesge on the trip of
a little. more than three and a half
miles per hour

o wi

Following Rodgers on his [light was
an automoblle with material for tem-
porary refalra for his plane and a
frelght car that was litarally a repalr
hop on wheels. The avidtor made
rood use of both of m. He craah-
ed 13 times enroute!
arrived In Los Angeles, enough parta

By the time he | o

M Maaght Sradicsts, tae 5'2!"3?

1o have bullt four new planesl

Bixty-slaht stopa were made en-
route, the longest hop made h&ln;l'
133 Actual flying time on the |
trip wns spproximately B3 hours. |

Rodgers was killed & few months
after tha transcontinental fiight when
his plane crashed at the same spot|
whire he had completed his [light |
from New York

milna,

Royal Flutlst

Henry VII of England went for
wariety in muaieal instruments as well |
aa wivea. He ownad a collsction of
about 400 music makers but his fa.
Yorite was 8 recorder, a form of flute
he perfornied daily. He
ther {lites and oceasionals |
Iy onganized & band of as many A

United Stator—but what a flight! The | ind beon replaced on his Wright ahip| 40 flute players to play for nim
p P play

termination and damage caused by
mta more than §45,000.000, This has
catped sutBorities to think serjously
of gotting rid of the pesta (or good

The many old quartars of Paris are
niturally honeycombed with  thelr

WL

| tem 18 being sxamined for application

in Par First vssd in Denmark and

i ning favor in England, this
1ists in dellberately in-
the mia with a killlng dis-
thich s hart iman be-

one of the moat morelleay wara in |
French history
L= o i i
TICONDEROGA, N. Y. (UPI—Thé
Rev, Johti P. Delaney, Canisius ool-
lege selamologist, bellsves thas eartn.
kea may be forecast
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ARGUMENT WHETHER OR  BY STEAMING ONE TEN HURLING RECRIMINATIONS 1o WORK ON THE

NoT THAT ONE WAS HARD- FEET OVERHEAD, WHICH AT EACH OTHER, UNfIL  MODEBL AIRPLANE
ER THAN ANY EDDIE  BOTH REFUSE 10 CHRSE PASSER-BY RELIEVES ARE BUNLDING T06EMHER
TREW TENGION BY THROWING
BALL BACK
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60 OFF ARM IN ARM

8'MATTER POF

By O. M. PAYNE

PP, 1 came_
1~ HERE To
EAT mMud

1 STAa®”RT AT
THA RBoTToMm
AN EAT UP

TREST PART
LAST To LEAVE

roads and th only ean be aliminat- | ey hacta \ warfare some day,

ed once for all by the ernction of NeW | carpiog out fhot sgaipst man  bug | JUst As the weather i predicied now

housss. Thin part of the program s nat his age-old enemies. Thers | Father Delaney sald hat  progress

Eolng mbead rapidls will b¢ Do declaration of war, but | along thix line of sclentifle ressarch ¢ Gopyﬂﬂt. 1837, ” The Ball Byndicate, Inc)
Today the so-called notthern ays- ' soom Parls suthoritiss will carry out ia Being made. |

TAILSPIN TOMMY—The Old 8pirit Wins!

By HAL FORREST

R

TomMy, ™IS -
UNMDERSTAMDING
HIS FRIENDS
SYMPATHY, FOR
pouaT AFTER |
HE WAS GROUNDED
AS A VICTIM OF
CIRCUMSTAMTIAL
EVIDEMCE, FELT
THAT HIS PALS
HAD DESERTED
HIM 1IN HIS
CRISIS AND LEFT
THE AIRPORT,
BUT THEY FOLIOWED
HIM LATER TO HIS |
APARTMENT.

| DON'T WANT ANMYOME
TO COVER UP SCMETHING
FOR ME. . THAT | HAVENT

{Tms DONT SOUMD

YOUR

bl

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER— Explanations

YOU'RE MOT GOMMA LET '=M cCLIP
|\ WINGS WITHOUT
= FIGHT, ARE YOUT?

I'VE ARRAMNGED

A HEARING
IMN YOUR

BEHALF, TOMMY

LIKE YOU, TAILSPIN!
A
] A

j
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THE HEARINGY|

DOLLARS MADE @ECH

MY, MY, AAY, BEN! | WENER Y GEER, NBITUER,
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r b .

5 me—
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DID |, MRS, 1
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AND NOW 'L TELL You ALY
ABOUT (T~ 1| GOT T FROM OLD

BILL HAGSETT - HE AND HIS

—_\- WIFE ARE TO GET rrf
SN 9550 W TRADE HE
F

|

4

WILL HAGSETT, THE BiG
INVEGTMENT MAN? GOOD-
NESO ME, BEN, HOW'D YOU

P g =

IT WAS EASY, MRS HIGGING
WE FIGURED THE INTEREST MR.
HAGSETT WAS GETTIMG OM His MOMEY
HE GAID HE HADN'T SMAPPED UP ANY
SUCH A BARGAIN A~ —-f—ﬁ\——
GINCE THE B00M Cfiaecy -

DAYG IN THE \

THATS TH OLU
FIGHTIN' SPIRIT,

TOM! t-vrav‘er:a

-WHEN

oo ey T RSN . .

10 Mz’[li)ﬁ Infest City

PARIS — (UP) Althoigh Parts,
plagusd during the Misdla J
the blark deathi—the dread bubonic

Pretich revo Sinee then mar
to effect

Hna tha

Ve msans

THE NEBBS - Any Time Will Do
plague aptead by
.. forgotten Al
penta, thelr
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D @OCD _Wwar A DATE JUST THIS MORDUIN'.
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Y DOCK-1E&0T/ [ vou WAS (N TIME CAUSE wWHeEN L
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\AND MY FEET FEEL SO Haesy Al
} W THE MORNIN s l:

Mats wsudern)
front pages recent
bitten by a o
dor. Parialar
fAnding out ab
that live arcung
aabriel Peiit, me of the Pretc
Academy of Medicinn and expert on
pests, revesled that the et populas
tioa of Parla sxcesdad ita
ulstion. Copsrmative s
mld, placed the Parls ral colon
About 10,000,000,

In the Midale Ages mvers BEurog
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