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[ MURDER

EY NG, wom -y o i0ild, Stormy
night et Farningion Bluf, home
of Michael's aunt, when beautiful
Jude Blinshop {s shot to death on
the bluff. Mik. dislocates his

hould ting for the missing
Skipper, hia tall gnd tweedy
younger aunt. She turns up with
an alibl. Aunt Martha, stout and
prudish, has a few genteel tan.
truma. Gay Paolmer, Mike's red-
headed sweethears, keeps fairly
ralm. Next morning we search the
grounds, but find mo intruder.
Aunt Martha gets ma to lead our
group inpestigation, so | send
everyone to his room and try to
puzzie things out with pencil and
paper

Chapter 12
Slow, Creeping Steps

T LAST 1 put down the pencil

Wearlly I read over thal paper.
‘Who? What? Why? It occurred Lo
ma that it Is much easier to solve im-
#ginary problems than eal ones, and
this was all too real, | helped myself
to another drink

On a fresh plece of paper | wrote
MOTIVE in large capitals and con-
sidered. M, Farringlon? Obviously
not. Jude was M Farrington's cholce
of the year for Michasl. If the old
lady had any concelvable remson fer
wishing Jude oul of the way. why send
for us to sweli the numbes of state's
witnessea? The Skipper? Sha had
certalnly asked me to keep Mike away
from Jude for scme reason. That she
‘would go to the length of murder to
gain her obscure end, | was not pre-
pared to belleve. Michael? He had
never lost his head over Jude, but
that was hardly a susplclous clr-
cumaiance,

Agaln that téte-A-téte In the game-
room loomed sefore me. | discounted
it altogether, Jude and Mike had been
friends all their lives, There were a
milllog things they might have talked
about. Gay! She had certalnly been
In a rage, but trat was rothing un-
usial, The fuiniture might suffer
from Gay's disposition, but the Idea

' of murder was preposterous.

The servania® I ticked them off on
my fAngers— Higginy (ridiculous),
Willlam  (pointiess), Cook (more
pointlesa), Annle (absurd).

Such was my state of mind that |
Eiu"], consldered any possible mo-

ve of my own Lefora | [ully realized
what | was acing. | left a blank

fter the word MOTIVE and wrote
YEAPON also in |arge letters,

Agaln [ was ot n standstill, | wrote,
*Rovolver In the possession of Hig-
gina. Al the regular household aware
of IL" Sltling back, | reviewed my
handiwork. Then | rang for Higgins.

“Have you kept careful watch of the
servants?"

“I have; alr. They are all together
In the kitchen,'

“Good, Rousa the reat of the house
and tell them I'¢ like to see them right
away.’

It occurred to me ms | listened to
his slow shufMe up the stales that |
was probably making a mistake In
aquestionlng them In one another's
henring. And yot | was beginnlng to
foel that the best way to protect that
unhappy party was to keep its mem-
bers all together | would have more
luck with Michael anyway if the Skip-
per v.ers present. He would never le
to her. But If he were shielding her?
Suddenly . decided to reeall Higging
and to npproach the whole thing from
a different angle, Too |ate. The door
opened and Gay walked In,

Prowling In The Hall
*(Y00D Lord, Jim, don't do that
againt®

“Do what!™

“Lenave us all caged up like that and
€0 prowling around (n ‘he hall. It's
amusing to read about, but righ! now
i¥'s not 0 darned funny,"

I stared at her. "You heard someones
in the hall?"

“Certainly. Do you think I'm deaf?
1 heard you come up and | heard you
go down. You ought to give a Hal-
lowe'san party wome Ume. The guests
would be carrled out (n dozens™

“They're always carrled out when
he gels started” sald Michael from
the door, “What's the big |dea? Some
faney third-degreeing. or what?"

1 trled not to look as If 1 had Just
aeen a king cobra.

"Oh," T sald, “you heard something,
ton?"
“Shatlock!" from Michasl

The Skipper and M., Farringlon
coming In togeiher saved us from an-
other argument. They both looked
tired and worriea. 1 dida't wall for
rommenta,

“Were any of vou pulside of your
rooms alter you went upstairs?™ |
demanded,

M. Fartingtor, answersd promptly,
*Yes, I've been in Barbara's room all
slong, | was necvous”

*Did you go through the hall?*

*Why, no. o you want—1"

The Skipper inlerrupled. “What's
the matter, Jim?t"

“Nothing." I'snapped and once more
rang for Higgins, The silence was
charged with many things, | am
afraid I was a little disappointed when
he fAnally did appear.

“Higgins, were you in the upper
hall at any time after | instructed you
to watch the servanis?”

“Why, yes, sir, Just now when you
requested me—"

“I know, But were you there at any
other time—or could any of the ser-
vants have beer there?"

*No, sir, I'm pusitive”

1'digested that slowly. “Aunt Mar-
tha—Skipper, nid either of you hear
anything unusual while you were up-
atale?™

Thelr negatives were prompt. Some-
one then must have come up thpse
stairs and gone down Lhe hall toward
the east end 3f the house, aince Mike
had heard It and the aunts had not
Gay's room was opposite the head of
the stalrs, | whirled on her.

“You heard this person come up
and go down?"

She shrugged impatlently. “Really,
Jim, you're too obvious. You could
be heard from Bere to the malnland—
slow, creeping steps as when the
manisc {8 sboul to grab the heroine
by the halr. You should have shrieked
oceaslonally for local color™

It Is one thing to have your flctl-
tlous hero suspecied by every person
present. It s quite another to be aus-
pected yoursell by your own room-
mate and his flancée,

“Loak here,” | sald, “you can belleve
me or nhol, just as you iike, but |
haven't been up those stalrs since
lunch time."

She didn't velieve me. | could see
it In her face and | could see It In
Mighael's.

“Higging here will tell you—"'1 be-
gan hotly, but Cay Interr pted.

*Oh, don't perjure Higging [t would
have worked oetler If you'd only had
senge enough to—"

From somewkere In the rear of the
house a fullthroated seream rang hor-
ribly through the hall,

A Low, Hysterlcal Giggle

NTO the startled silonce that fol-

lowed that frightful sound, came &
low, hysterical giggle. The halr an my
neck was beglnning to prickle. | could
ses Higging' bulging eyes It was M
Farrington, collapsed in a chair, her
head in her hacds, rocking spasmodi-
cally back and forth. Michasl movel
mechanically,

“Stop it! Stop 1t With his goed arm

he seized her shoulder and shook It
roughly.
"Qulet!" the Skipper sald, The ef-
fect was Inatantancous, At off hours
when | have nud one drink too many
I can still soe that sceny. Michael half
bent over hls aunt's chair, Gay stifly
erect, and myself gripping the edge of
the desk, while all eyes were rivoted
on the Skipper's haggard face. Half
turned away from us, she stood star-
Ing toward the hall door. Walling
Walling for what?

1 didn't walk across that room. I
bolted for the door, If the devil hin-
self had been In that hall, | would
rather have encountered him than en-
dure that waltung apother minute

Tha devil, fortunately or olherwise.
was 0ot In the ball. Nor was anyone
else. The scream had come from the
kitchen and In that direction | gal-
loped as fast as my legy would carry
me. The door of the servants’ dining
room crashied open to my hand.

In the half light from the hall 1
could sen that the room was empty,
but 1 eould also see the swinging door
leading Into the kitchan moving, as P
pomeons had just gone through it
Beyond that deor | eould hear the
sound of heavy foolsteps coming.
seemingly, from a polnt halfway be-
tween the floor and tha celling. One
moment only 1 hesitated to see Hig
gins following ma in » labored dog-
trot Then | went througl that door

Directly againgt the nearcatl wall
ran the stalrcase 1o the servunis’ quar-
ters and bhalfway up 11 stood William
in his shirt-sleeves, one hall of his
face covered with |ather and a razor
in his hand, He was breathing heavily
and his staring eves wers fixed on
somothing on the floor, hidden from
my slght by the kitchen table Our
eyes met for the fraction of a second,

“Gawd!™ gald Willlam hoarsely.

Almost | had ceaned to feel Cer-
talnly | walked around that table with
ns few qualma as | might have stepped
fo It for a clgaiiite. Lying In a gros
tesque heap on the Aoor was the mam-
moth figure of Cook. Hor arms were
sprawled horribly and blood was Now-
ing trom & huge gash on her fore-
hoad, As | knelt beside her, Willlam
came heavily down the atairs and
Higgins pantod through the dining
rootn, | felt for her heart.

(Coppright, 1027, Eother Tyler)

Annle the mald Is faund bound and
gagged, lomorrow,

SPEED OPENING Of

ROAD T0 DIAMOND

ROSEBURG, Ore, May 19 ™
Phrough  armabgements made foday
with the state highway copymisslan,
equipment has Deen secured for use
in an effort 1o apen the rosd from
Unlon Crerk to Dlamaond e
coralng te V., V. Harphinm, smpesy
afl the Umpqua nationsl forest

1t is hoped, Harpham, sid. 10 bave
ihe ™Rl open Lo LMYR] by Sundey
when Lhe lishityg shason opena gt the
ake

Lavking rquipment saitabie for re.
moving show {rom the he fo1-
eil perviee, Harpham reporta
cured use of tha highway depart
ment's rotary snow  plow  located wt
Union Creek. Snow depthy up to 4

roal

hika ae

inches are reporied on  ihe rosad
which, however. & clear o Mulr
roek, five milee (rom *he Junction
Around mmediately amoywsd s
nond lake & free frown snow. Harp

nam sald be was sdvied, but lnurrng.'

wnow  depths moeasure
fowt

A large number of flahetmnen are
vxpected Lo make the irip to the ake
far the oprning dny of Lhe season
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By GLUYAS WILLIAMS
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THE NEBBS - Everything Will Be All Right
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Profifie 'en, pdlonp after his tornd as mindter to, Greeco ws 1 member of the U. S5
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title nometimes applied to Thoman while holding this position and the  of discuan throwing was 1o ba one of
¥ Injury hothered him the rest of iis | the svents on the program, he tried
Jetteraan  thipd president of the | jir.  whan the patis I his welst |to fing but what & diacus was like
United statos.  Well does I“'I“""_" grow too atrong to continue writing | Diseous throwing was practically un-
In the Interesta of Ameriea’s ”'"":‘ with It ho switohed to his feft haad | known In Amesica at the time. Gar-
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he wrote more letters by hand thanm | jete hinnd beeame os proficlent o0 | ton of & diseus, however, and had a
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n long perliod of time 8. Ciprrete made up hie mind to at- - .
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MAE WEST WINS FIRST |1 ot v st viiern o KISS AND LOSE TEETH 4
SKIRMISH IN LAW SUIT 7 i St 556t 1505 | 1S DOCTOR'S WARNING |
LO8. ANGELES, May 19, — () — | i SN Qe AR AmENACT O]y anpa, May 10—(p—Kisn of- |
Mae Woest cmerged ViLOr today in ten Atid lose $OME teoth was the warn- |
A& preliminary  legal sakirmish  wWith s ing today of Dr, Marvin M Harria of |
Prank Wallace, Mew York actor who Afi X-ray tibe In 3t. Bastholbimew’s kX v state henlth department |
noaka to have Nimaslf declared her | hoapital. Lopdon. s 30 feet long hnd At vou Wwinl case hisory he ean |
hugbmied | welgha ten tons, '[he L onder " it you . I
Misn Weat's domurmer to Wallaco's | Heatiment cond R b e Four of six gitls engaged in kissing
sult whileh teata the valldity of thelr | tophons with the doclord who ob- s at recent party developed ;
nlloged m;rl'lam- 1“" M;h\ulkln. -‘\I}\‘rll. ! serve him through s mirror system i ‘\'1lml-,‘hﬂ ‘nnicl‘ i 'l SOpyrighy B Ep-Tha Ball Bysdicala, Joc)
TAILSPIN TOMMY—Doubtful , .. But Staunch Friends! By HAL FORREST
v =
o%":f?;‘tmfs%‘; GEE, PAL..1 TRIED TO SKEETS ..YOU WAL..N-NO...1 KNOWED STomrw! SURE TOMMY, | [SO!..YOU ALL
| plaNE AND ALIBI FOR YDU... SAID DON'T REALLY YOU WAS ANXIOUS.. DOMNT FEEL AFTCR A THINK ... '™
| CQASHE‘H-I.T’..TH[‘ ¥YOU WIRE WITH [F‘T_"L_I[‘V[' 1 FLEW TO TAKE 'FR UP... THAT WAY YBAD CRASH BUILTY.. YOU
| THIEF t‘.SCA’D:-D ME ALL MIGHT.. HE \ THAT SH”.?‘.. . BUT... ABOUT IT.. (LIKE THAT.. WON'T BELIEVE
| AND LATER, TOMMY WULDT‘L]T BCLIEVE - DO YOU ¥ WE BELIEVE ) ANYBODY I NEVER TOOK
{ 7] S
APPEARING AT THE- 2 4 i OUe. THAT ShiP
AIRPORT SWATHED
| 1IN BANDAGES, AS
A RESULT OF A
FALL DOWM AN
| £MBANKMENT, 1S »
| ACCUSED BY THE
INSPECTOR  OF
HAVING PILOTED
THE WRECKED SHIP,
AND 1S "GROUNDED®
BEN WEBSBTER'S CAREER-It's n Bargain By EDWIN ALGER
s : —— - - - ——— ~rTE )
LEMME GET THIS GTRAIGHT. B ST DOWN WHILE | CALL e NES, TOOTS, THAT'S l'i—ww-m') ALL RIGHT, MY LAD HERES % ] ’
YOUNG FELLER — FER FIWE % £ THE WIFE —=SHE DOES OH, GOSHAMIGHTY, | AAIGHTA | ( THE AMONENY=-S'POSE YOU | YOou ¢
HUNDRED DOLLARS CASH W z ““\i THE BUYINT 1N QUR 1| KNOWN BETTER'N TO WAVE A WRITE QUT A RECEIPT, HOW-| BET |
HAND TUE MAGSETT FAMILY LL | THATS HOUSEHOLD = BARGAIN LIKE THAT FORE A | EVER FORE | TURM ITOVER- ) wiL! |
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