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ON THE BLUFF

SYNUPSIS: Inone wild, sie
uight at lufl, home o)
Michael's aunts, becutiful Jude
Blinshop ia shol to death on the
blufl: the Skipper. Mike's tall and
tweedy younger aunt, disappears,
and Mike dislocates his shouider
in a fall The Skipper turms u
saying she's bagn in the stable
with her sick ecllle. Aunt Martha,
stout and prudish, has hysterics
a couple of times, but Gay Palmer,
Mike's red-headed sweetheart,
kecps falrly sane. Next morning,
with William the chauffeur we
#et out to search the grounds for
an intruder. 4

Chapter 10

‘I'he Room Over The Garage

T HAD'been years since horses had

graced the premlises of Farrington
Bluff. The six large box stalls now
enshrined the Skipper's varlous dogs.
The stalls ran three on elther side of
the opening which reached to the
rafters, and above them on both sides
former haylofts bore discarded relics
of Farrington carriages, harnesses
and bonls,

The one thing that | wanted to look
at In that building was Diana, the
collle biteh, but | hadn't the nerve, 1
propped a Indder against one of the
lofts and mountew It cautioualy. Junk
~—ihe melancholy, once-valued posses-
nions o1 a former generation, covered
with dust. bedraggled, and horribly
depressing |
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|  DIFFICULT DECISIONS _

uGripping the revuiver antil my
ached, | pushed open the door at ths
! head of the -airs,

To all Intents and purposes the room
and the Liny bathroom Bayond It ware
empty. My eyes swept It rapldly —
dresser, book ruck. chairs, bed. And
then | jammed inysslf Into the door-
way in a wild atlempt at shielding the
Skipper. That ced had been slept In—
recently., Was sameone under ¥ 1
dared not stoop o look, for in the far
carner of the room stood a large, old-
fashionsd wirdrobe and in that ward-
robe—what? | made a quick declsion,
Kneellng swiftly with my gun still
trained on ths wardrobe, 1 took one
quick, desperate look under that bed.
Nathing.

1ot to my fuet "Get outside, Skip-
per,” | sald, and my volce was ridle-
ulously near to cracking. “You, in the
wardrobe! Come out or I'll shaot!” No
apswer, Only e rervous chuekle from
the Skipper belind me. For a lrac-
tion of n second 1 hesitated. Then I
pulled the trigger and fired point
blank Into that wardrobe door. The
report of the gun was like the crack
of doom.

Deafened, nardly breathing, we
waited. No muvement from behind
that deer, | walked across the room
and jerked It open. Hanging inside
were one palr of dark trousers and a
chauffeur's cap, The oullel had
plerced the cap neatly In the middle.

Back To The House
NLY once in my life have | ever
exporiencuo  mnother sensation

like that one. Some [diot had put me

scoutad through 13,
sneezing Into the
remains of an old
Victaria, barking
my shins on the
grinning skeleton
of a battered dory.
~ndsendingas
chokin, cloud of
dust l:ato the alr as
1 bumped Into »
venerable  horse-
halr sota,

There was no one
In that loft and no
tign of anyone hav-
ing been there
alnce the time of
old Michael Fars
rington. One
glance at the Alm
of dust in the other
loft told the same
story, 1 went back
down the Isdder.

The Skipper was
knesling in  the
stall at the foot of
It—Dilana's, On an
old plald blanket HE
Iny the collie and
bezide her — pup- |
ples. I felt much
better than I had
for two daya. =

* “Meat Taby,”
sald the Skipper,
“Look at his ears,
Jim™

But I'm afrald
my interest in
Toby was pursly
perfunctory. The
Skipper gently de-
poxited him on the
plaid

"Come on," she
suid, “let's finish
this business.”"

The plan of *1e
Enrage was very
:lmple. It was a

wo-story rectan-

Ele, facing the T}uﬂ
A~ivy and wide

enough to run three cars Into It easily.
There were just three in It then—
Mike's, the Skipper's, and M. Farring-
ton's, The Skipper's was nearest to
us, and I noticed with a start that it
was splashed with mud. Had she used
it since the rain started? 1 pointed
silently, but she had already noticed,

“That's odd, Jimmie"

1 sald, “Yeah and | didn't say It
very enthusiastically. There was noth-
ing In any of the cars, but spreading
in’ confusion trom the door of ihe
&itippor’s all over the floor of the gar-
Age were smudges of tha red clay of
the tennls courts The Skipper's eves
were very large and very dark as [
stared Into them,

'Come Out Or I'll Shoot!
"QKEIPPER" 1 said, “get Into the big

car and lle down on the floor of it
—aquick!” | had Higgins' revolver cut
I had remembered something. There
was a room over that gaiage where
William slept in the summertime.

“I'm golng with you,” sald the Skip-
per. “Behied you If you Inslst but
I'm going!"

Thers was no time to argue. “I do
Ineist” 1 sald, and started for the
atairs,

1 suppose thal It my lite depended
on it I might possibly hit the broad
side of & barn with a double-barrel
thotgun at five puces, With a platol at
the same distance and vith the same
largel, my expeciation of life would
be very alight. | thought of that as |
went up those stalrs. | thought of
Jude on the bluff and Michnel on the
rocks, The roar of the wind was in
my ears. The Skipper's stiff ollakins

For a fraction of a second I hesitated.

AgAin assured s that If there had beer
any traces of red clay on the drive

were brushing mine and her breath
Was warm on the back of my neck.

I pulled the trigger.

In charge at a dinner party, and in m;
fuss and flurey 4 found myselt Intro
duelng the guesi of honor and his wit
to one another. Slandiag with tha
wardrobe door in my hand, | rellved
thit memorable senmation. Dully
walted for the Skipper’s laugh. Bu
It didn't come.

“Jimmie," her volee was hoarse
“lel's got back to the house,

I was too gratcful for the absene
of that laugh tw protest, Without ¢
word | followed her down the stalr
and out of the garnge, Vhile | wa
fumbling with the lock;, | could se:
her slgnaling to Gay, far down the
drive, that the hunt was over.

As wa turned toward the house, the
wind from strulght off “he blult wm
terrific, and the torrents of raln onee

they had long since been obliterated
Fron the corner of the house, we ges-
tured to Willlam and made our way
to the front door.  Higgins had already
admitted Gay and Michael by the time
wa got there.

M. Farrington was alope in the hall
—for once without any questions, She
favored us with one quick look and
took declslve actlon.

“Don't walt to ialk about it, Bar-
bara,” ahe anid. "I've sent the others
up to change, tco, Take a hot both,
both of you"

We went  gintefully,
silence in the upper hall,

(Copyright, 198?, Father Tyler)

parting Ia

M. Farrington gets me ts head an
organized Investigation, tomorrow,

Mothers Honored In :

Program At Beagle

BEACGLE. May 17.—(Spl)i—A de-
Hghtful and lmpresaive service nd
Program were presentied by Lhe Auti-
och Sundsy school of Beagle, to com-
memarate Mother's Day, after which
the men and children of the congres
gation placed flowors on the graves of
#1l mothers

Those taking a apecial part were:
Bong, Mrs, Cirant's class of girla
iending, Ruby Schults; wsong, Jack
Edler; reading. Ethiel Hull 11rls
chorus, of Antloch Sunday schiool;
reading, Eimer Lucas; violln  solo
Walter Poote: dust, Mr. and Mi
Myron Bromewood; fqusriet,

Mother 1'll Re There, Mr apd M |' YOURD the

May Bowen, Mr and Mm. Myron
Bromewood
— . —

Record Mushroom
Found Near Ruch

BIQO APPLEGATE. May (7.—(8pl)
A prize winning muahroom. measur:
ing three feet, two imches 0 clrcum-

ference, waa discoversd recently by
Mrs. Cene Mee near her home at
Rueh. The fungus was of the puft

ball variety, and weighed slightly les
than sight pounds

rell | 8 Bim, mer

Al Smith Off For
Europe Cheered

NEW YORK., May 18— (AP)—Al:
fred E Smith, whose knowledge of
the mea has  fiever been  extended
Very far beyvond the wutess of Coney

Inlnnl,  anllead
for the Iirat tlme

Eurape Saturday
in his lile

And for the friends of the forme
governod and hils wife 1t was a gala
oceanan E of major ime=
portance, The friends  seemed 10
swarm over the Ttalian liner Conte 1
Bavoin They jntmmed the corridor
itslde the I ataterosin they
tralled the [resls

e democratl

dientisl vandidite from the b
10 e ug

rare
S ——
Moy Wins Yendict
TILLAMOOR,  May
Jury gave Allce 'Wand, st
elg ear-0ld son, Kot
$ATS for leg 1njuries the ¢
ed Iin February, 1038, whe
R & plaste
Lhe misin w
Mand teacher
and the s
was & Junlor smem

-
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AN £LEPHANTS TUSKS
NEVER &70P GROWING =~
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W\ TREE F;l:,aws IN ORDER
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THE ETERNAL QUESTION

NO ONE KNOWeE WHAT CAUSES T 't e R VoU IN THE CAR: WHETHE

Singing. Lakes
Ununlly hearsd In the early momm-
Ing. a nsound Jike the chord of &
huge pipe organ awespn ncross Yels
lowstonn and Shoshons lnkes, pounds
loudest. an It passes over the head
of the listener, then fades away in
the opposite direction. No one knows
what oauses the strange “musfe”
according to, Yellowstone national
park officials, though various explan-

Atlons hive been offered.
Bomas say the sound s due to an
eacape of voleanle gases. Others as-

(Oopyright, 1637, by The Bell Byndlcate, Inc)

WHEN YOUR WIFE FAILS To MEET

R 10 WALR, AND RUN THE RISK

OF MISSING HER , LERVING HER SHTIN& AT THE STATION
WAIMING FOR LATER TRAINS, OR WHETHER 0 WAIT, AND
RUN THE RISR OF HER HAVING FORGOTTEN ALL ABOUT MEETING YOU 7

L
&JI HFJP;??S
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8'MATTER POF

By . M. PAYNE

PoP, Buy An
IR PLANE For

/. : D,
IR s binaght fyodicata, Lo 5-{’7—37
tal Divide. This might be nccept- | exhibitlon in Bronx Park N Y

nbis were It nmot for the fpep thiat | Taken from s Sudan olephant shot
the “lake music” Is heard over Bho-

(5 o0ed

near the Ethioplan border some 35
nhotie | lake as well an Yollowstone | years ago. the paly welghs a total
ke, The former would not be in | of 2903 pounds. One of them is 11
lime withy this wind current. feet, 8§43 inches long and a 18 inches

- in elrcumfersnce at ths bass,
Flephant Tuosks —_——
Tuska welghing 100 posnds  and Teid Allen
more Ajléce are not overly untom- A wizard st the sport of "barnyard

Y=

]

-'-l ATE To
SPEND THe
MONEY

men on old bull elep golf,” Ted Allen can perform s good

that sort of welght ar sime- | many wmazing feats with the horse-
times becomes A real problem’ and | shoes in addition to his “fodt ring-
the aged animals have frequently | ers His repertoire of stunts in-

scribe It to an echo from n dis- | been oheerved In the act of putting | eludes; ringing a peg with o person's

tant nolge, an electric ourrent. or | their Ivory betwe forka of trees | chin on the stike Enocking the

& fight of birds, One thoorlst at- | for a while to give thelr necks a | ashes off w clgar in the mouth of a

tributes It to the ruah of wind de- | rest, man standing in front of the stake,

flected by the penks of the Crand Whint Is belleved to b the world's | and ringing a maving stiko.

Tetons atler crossing Lhe Coptlnen- ' record palr of dlephant tunks ia on! ‘Tomarrow: Tho Ghost Handicapsi
Fishermen Saved Im:l-n: of the Toamsters waion, on the | that Dis wateh had been stolen Ta- |

OREGON QITY,

Three Portlang flshermen swam (o | leen, that be slapped  lier

safoty Baturdasy when o river boat

|
May 17.—(AP)— |

swamped thelr rowboat In the Wil- |

Inmette nenr Jonnings lodge but their | ndled before n home where Rosesr ina

Hittle Cocker Spaniel drowned.

IH{I”-“'

eampliinl of his former wife, Kathi= | day polles announeed they had found |
Mopday. | the watch, but they can't find Stock-

AIVVUT To ME.
AN [LL SPEND

Rosser wan freed on his awn recogni- | ley,
sance. Recently the former wife ;~n.’-||

S

PORTLAND, Mny 17.—(AP\—Work
on the scenle Larch mountain sum-
| mit rosd will begin immediately fol-

hin second wife were visiting.

Pollce Wark Fast!

Anvusen | lowing an agreement reached Thurs-
PORTLAND, Miiy 1T ={AP}=—A | MANILA, P. I, May 17—(UP day between the WPA, the U. 8. for-
charge of assaut and battery roated | Twenty=alx yonrs mpo, Edwird Stocke | ost sorviee nnd Multnomaly colinty for ' [+
L 3 R0, itnomal b o ke, 19387, b
loduy against A, E. Rosser, business | oy, an American, reported to pﬂhrr‘! conperation In construction. ' o i (b2 T il Syadisite. it

TAILSPIN TOMMY—Bad News for Tommy!

By HAL FORREF™

bus ARM I A
LING, HIS MACE
COVERED WITH

CUTS, AND LIMPING
BADLY, AS THC-

RESULT OF FALLING
DOWN A RAILRCAD
FMBAMKMEMT,
TOMMY RETURNS
TO THREE- PQINT,

AND IS MET BY
A SOLEMM GROUP
OF FRIEMDS.. AND
THE DEPART MENT
INSPECTOR ...

2812

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Out With It!

I'VE ORDERS TO
PICK UP YOUR
License! youre

A COMGESTED

(B

| WOULDIT CALL Y | DONT kNOW |
STUNTING OVER 3\ WHAT You'rE
DRIVING AT...

"eROUMDED !* AREA. A JOKE | JUST CAME INTO A BARM.. AND
FROM THE BURNMING 1T wp! ;7
- | HOSPITAL ™
v‘.y__._ﬁ
,’JL—:

NATURALLY...YOU WOULD
HAVE TO GO TO A..,
HOSPITAL . . AFTER CRASHING

I

YOU AND MRG. MAGSETT HAVE BEEW )
ABOUT OUR BEST CUSTOMERS . MR,
HAGSET, AND VD LIKE TO PUT A

-\\vaﬂomtou 10 YOU oprerf L
\ | | |
MONEY [ ,
\NVOLVED

AN Y .’_4,

"E\GHT THOUSAMD
DOLLARS 7 \WHY-

HMMAM ! THAT'S
GIX PER CENT INTER
EST ON UBGT A
SHADE OVER
S8,5%% —

NEG, GIR, THERE (6~
FINE HUMDRED
1 DOLLARG -
~—
"':«"T'

S

NO'WHYE™ AND NO
ERS’, YOUMO FELLERS
hka‘—;/‘/r MOMEY'S WORTH
WHAT MONEY EARNS!

e 9( WRITE THAT DOWW
A | IN YOUR NOTEBOOK !
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| e wou were |
EMMA GRUNITLE
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SEVERALW Ok
WOLLD Yo

Pic FoR A ||

LIFE MATE T

cocosn

LETS HWEAR |
EQOM  You
|
[|L§
Ij) \
vl
blat |

By EDWIN ALO™®

WO "BUTS ALID WO '|‘-'=','1‘_’IT“
YOUNG MAN -LETS HEAR b
YOUR £\GHT-THOUSAND

l 1 DOLLAR PROPOSITION /o
."'-ﬁ-r--—._.._-—-")

o 1L DONT SEE HOW YOU KEED

o

GOING [ WHEN 1 CAME IaJ TON
1 1 COLLD HARDLY PUSK T I
OFEN FOR THE RUST ON

N AND THAT FACE oF YouRs
SHOULD 8E AN L RTAKE

- e
AL - Skl

\ R hEENTIE

1 .
-l-Cw':n\l' 1 Bevdiensa o |
J hwwnla’t'ltu Offies)

W GOT ENOUGH GREF BUT WK
TO HAVE THAT HAPPEN TO W,
CAN LIk THAY guY BuT 1

TAME T

ME SU

r




