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SYNOPSIN, n one wild ang
stormy night at Farrington Bluf,
home of Michael. aunts, Jude
Blinshop, an old flame of mine, (2
shot to death on the bluff; the
Skipper, Mike's tall and tweedy
younger aunt, disappears, and
Michael dislocotes his shoulder by
falling into the churning wsurj.
The Skipper returna to say she's
been in the stable with her sick
colife, Auni Martha, siout and
pridish, has hysterics a couple of
fimes, Goy Palmer, Mike's red-
headed sweethpart, ireeps a foirly
sane view. Nert morning ot
brenkfast, everyone hns jangled
nerues,

Chapter Nine
Searching The Grounds

IGHTING a clgareite, the Skip-

per contributed, “Martha's break-
tusting upstalrs, She'll be down
later.,” And silence descended upon
tha dining reom.

For the tpace of about Ave min-
utes we crunched bacon and con-
simed cafee without Incldent. Hig-
gina, looking rather seady, appeared
with fresh toast. opened his mouth
to ask about Michael, discreetly
closed it ngain, and took himself off
The Skipper smoked furlously, and
the rest of us lepl our eyes on our
plates. Then, monolonously and with
irritating forse. Gny's fingers began
a stendy tattoo on the tabiecloth. Al
least two gets of nerves promptly
Began to act up again. Michael's cup
went down with a bang that bathed
the surrounding territory In coffee,

"Damn It Gay, quit thal, can’t
youl"

Guy flared. “Don’t be so toushy!™

Before 1 could get In my two cente’
worth of sunshine, the Skipper In-
terposed. “Ensy, kids! Let's talk this
over,"

That belng the one thing we all
had in mind, we lapsed Into silence.
The Skipper smiled

“"We might as well look It In the
face. These stormas always last at
least thres days, which means that
wa must stick togelher or go tand,
There's been a tragic sccident which
we must certainly explain to the sat-
Itaction of everyone, if wa're to kesp
from each other's throats—mot 1o
mention Jude's family or ths local
pollce.”

Michanl was breawing so fast and
0 heavily that | could distincily
hear him acrose the table, The Skip-
per walled for someona to speak. No
one did, Sha sighed.

"Obvioualy there are two passibil-
tips. Jude was killed elther acciden-
fally or intentionally, and In either
gase by pome member of this holse-
hold. If [t was aceldental, we should
be able to establish that fact Imme-
diately. It It wasn't=—*

Another pauge, this time a breatli-
|ean one.

Then “—wwe shall have tp establish
that fact too," concluded the Skip-
per,

Michael's volee was hoarse.
what can we do®"

I answoared him with more hope
in my volee than conviction, “For
ane thing we ean gearch the grounds
There must be a thug of some sorl
out there, I's the only logical an-
wwor,"

Michael shot mn » pecullar look.
“Why not let it rest?™™ he demanded.
"You know damn well that there's
no one out there, Jim, We can't hel
Jude now. Old Foster would give us
s {ake cerlificate if the Skipper asked
him, and we could say that she'd
fallen off the bluf In the storm ‘and
=and forget about 1"

I had known Michael slnce we
were 17, but 1 had never heard him
mike such & proposal. Nelther hnd
Gay. She gasped In amazement. Once
more the Skipper climbed into the
breuch,

“Michael, don't ba ridiculous. Ae-
eldents don't peed hiushing up. And
if [t's not an aecident, Jude's parents
and we, her frlends, have a right to
know IL And no right to Jet a delibe
erate murderer remain at large”

Grasplng At A Straw

OUT of the numbness his speech

had produced In my head came an
iden. Mike thought the Skipper was
gullty! Wild elephants could never
hava dragged that suggestion fram
him otherwise. And there ahe sat, in- |
sisting that we Investigate. 1 grasped
al a feoble straw,

“Mike! The footprintal The foot-
prints on the tennls courts. There
tmust be pomeone out there. We'd
Have noticed the clay on anyane's tent
In the house."

Michael's eyes were far awny
*Drop 14 | say, For God's sake, Jim,
what good will it do? | tell vou there's
no ane there. It just keeps things boil-
Ing to pretend there (s

“There must be!™ Gay was on her
feet. “Mike, don't be a sup, Those
grounds must be searched, and If vou
won't go with Jimmie, 1 wiil and so
willl Willi nd

nd

"But

will 1% spid ) the Skipper.
1 Mighnel!”

ael looked at her, & ok
ve my neck | ¢ de-
All right, Skipper.” ha sald

We took all sorts of precautinns |

Heavy Jnckets, olsking, bools, plescy
of brandy, and Higgins' revolver,
With the exceptilon of Cook and An-
nle, we all assembled In the library
and none of us looked cheerful,

My own stale of mind was a bad
jumble. My thoughts were whirling
from Jude and the past to the ghast-
Iy reality of the pressnt spurred on
by a certain insistent suspicion that
made my blood run cold. sAction of
any sort was a godsend. The proba-
bility of accomplishing anything was
another matter, | should Lave pre-
ferred leaving both Gay and the
Skipper in tha house, but there was a
glint in the former's eyes that In-
vited po interference and | had cever
glven the Skipper an ‘order In my
life. Furthermore, | wasm't counting
on Michael for snything. M. Farring-
tan volced my feeling to the leiter

“It sirikes me. Barbara, that you
and Grace will be more In the way
than anything else. Anu Michael has
na business out of bed. 1 should think
that James and Willlum would ge!
along much better alone™

Gay's ehin came up with a ferk and
| braced myaelf for the delugs. but
the Skipper spoke Yefore it could
get ntarted.

“Two people can't search these
grounds, Martha. Gay and | can {ake
care of ourselver. znd [ think MIi
chael’s mind will be easler If he goes
He's well wrapped Up, Den't fuse®

“Rarbarn, | will not allow 1L He:
valce was rising, Unipss | misted my
guess, she was wharming for a scene
and It was going to be a corker. “1
absolutely Inaist=—*

But Michael's patlenca snappad. He
whirled on M. Farrington.

"Rot, Aunt Martha! All the ser-
vants are here but William, and the
doors and windows are locked "

Hiz words were rude, and his man.
ner vuder. Bul M. Farrington amazed
us. The explosion for which we
breathlessly walted never came,

“Very well, my dear” she said
quletly, I eould have knocked Mike
down with plefsure.

Footprints Still There

“{E went out the west deor from

the game-room, n wel, eold wind
howling up to mest ue Since | had
suggested the expedition. It was more
or lees up 1o e to eglneer It Ace
cordingly, 1 stationed Wllllam half-
way between the edge of iha biun
and the house, with Michael and Gas
at intervals along the drive. That
left the grounds divided into fou
sectionn, I took the Skipper with me
Beginning at the edge of the bluff o
the west, we went down toward the
bonthouse. In one way und one only
ware wa betisr off thau on the pre-
vious night. At least It was now pos-
sible to wee more than 10 feet ahoad
of you,

Water still lapped the former slde
of the boathouse stops. A large sec-
tion of the pler had washed away
and the boathouse was completely
Hooded, We went up alang the path
Ao the courts, which we scrutinized
thoroughly,

The footprinls were still thure
They ran clear across the courts to
the drive, seeming to start from the
rocks just abhove us. It was Impos-
sible to tell how large had been the
fout that had 1eft those prints or in
what direction they had been head
ini. They were just shullow impres-
gions In soft elay, rather like the
marks left by walking across a melt
Ing sheet of lce.

The wind wans still at our backs. Up
e sleep and slippery rocks we
scrambled, the Skipper disdaining my
help, The beaches below uf were
completely covered with thrashing
water that bolled up Into our [aces
Silently | pointed to the scene of
Michnel's disaster and (he Skipper
nodded, We want down cautiously.
separgted at the foot of the rocks.
and compassed the ramaining sectlon
of tha lawn belween us. Nothing, A
short distince up the drive stood Gay
lophing like a drowped rat  Shu
waved, bul only hallf-heariedly

We went up the drive toward the
stable, the wind ln our taces and the
raln euttibg like lishes of a whip
With  every step the haunting
thought that Jude might have lain
tor a long time wounded and silll
conseinug in thal fendish whirlwin
followed me. It was slow progress

The east beach wis completely
flooded, By following the drive, we
got & clear view both of the sbetian
af lawn between us and the house
and of the secl between us and
the beach. | atat rd the Skipper ai
the cortier of the garage and went
laboriously wround both i and the
atable, stipplog and stiding along on
hy hands and knees most of the way,
Rounding the cornel of the stable In
safely, | ¢ould see the solid figure of
Willlsm far down the bluff where J
Had statloned him. And betwern us
=nothing

In fe o the stable the Skipper
Joined me. Both It and the garage
weore securely padiocked. It geeined
to ma that to search elther of those

Alnge would be a taclt admission
¢ Inbellef In hor
hul

ont ¢

wt 5o the 5k
key, she unlocked the
wit & word 1 follow

may

We find someone nas siept in the
rdom aver (he garage, tomorrow
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HAD To WAT 2 YERRS BEFORE HER
HUSBAND WhS ABLE To RAISE ENOLGH MONEY
To HAVE HER CROWMEB QUEEN OF ENGLAND

|
|

RoWED &Y SILKEN OBRS
WhS BUILT IN FRANCE, IN 1784,

ROBERTS
A e RORRRT
|

eLecTric CATRIGH
ARE KEPT IN
INDWVIDUAL TRNKS --BECALSE
THEIR ELECTRICPL DISCHARGES
Kikl EBRCH OTHER W

| SELF-HELP

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS

i

DECIDES o BE SELF-
RELIANT AND NOT 10
BLTHER. DRAGS

ON ACCOUNT OF RECENT  LOCRTES ITATLAST ON  MAMES FUILE GESTURE  fROTS nf‘r 10 GEf
HOUSE CLEANING, CANIT  CLOSEY SHELF, WHERE  OF TRYING TOREACH  MOTAER'S HELP
FIND Hi BALL MUTHER,IN A 6RAND SHELF

CLEAN UP, HAS NEATLY

STACKED ALL WIS TaYs

e
15 STILL A FEW INCHES
SHORT OF BALL. TUGS

A1 ONE OF THE BO¥ES

CHRIR OVER o GET BALL HEARER.. 10 THE FLOOR.
S:lo (Copyright, 1057, by Tha Bell Symficsts. Ine.)

065 BOX OO FAR,  PICKS UP BALL ANDGORs!
ENTIRE 5TACK OF1OYS  OUT, VERY PROUD THRT
CASCADING WHW T HE DIDNY HAVE 1
BOTHER MOTHER.

HPZEL WIGHTMAN WAS
RN o & PERI0D
Csmﬂcuma OVER
2H-VEBRS U o
AND WoN B2 NBTIONAL
Wes/ 1909 1783

wife of

Rowhoat of the Alr ahlpa compilod By Mra, Huosel Wight- 1019 ang 1927, Indoor doubles In
Only one yonr has paresd Mioes | mag Iv 6l the more  ama | IA1G. TR2E. 10ZN.  1P2s, 1097, 1878,
Jean Francols Pllutre de Hogler bad | the |ight of tha poriodds which th 120, 1630 and 1031 and  indoor
ascended in w onplive fire balloon | covered, When she wan e United | gixed doubles in 1033, 1004, 1094
As the first human balloonist when | Biates women's siagles in 1000, teo- | 1027 and 1028
the Moberts bhrothers of Prance seut | piy hing auly slarted doming out of =
up thele “alr galley™ In the fusb| (s “pac ball'” stage. When s Postponed  Coronatlon
powered. asrenslon, The balloon was | the woman's doubles indoce el = y
a meloni-shaped bag of ailk, infint- lonshlp - 24 yeurs Iater. In 1003 it Engagrd in_ slmost ronHnuowE
od with pure oxygoen, from whioh | wis with the sizsling deives, smunh. | WAFfare throughout his relgn, Ed-
hung n long <onr  construnted DT||m: overheads and apordy  footy |'au:|1 [ wos sadly Indking 1o oy
white woodd. The ship wae towend | thae moedern, top flight iennis de- | futids when he marrled his cousin,
through the “air with silken oors | mands, Philippn of Halnnut, by specind diss
hy o drew of ailx men, Ih the only Other champlonships  which Mra | pensation -of the pope, in 1337, 8o
recopled erilie of the “rowboat of | Wightman' sunexed in her eareer | bad Were the King's rinnnees, o (et
the alr it remsined Wloft for seven | wore Lhe women's slnglea of 1010 | that for three yoars after his mar-
honira, navigating & curve about | 1011, snd 1810 woman's doubles on ringe he conld not afford to  pay
one-half mile In mdlus 1008, 1010, 1811, 1015, 1924 and 1924, | for his queen's coronation ceremony,
Teminds UThomp i mized doubles in 1010, 101} 1018, Phillppa waa  finally crowned ot
The ateggering lat of champlons 1818 ana  1020; Indoor singles 10 Westntinster ty 1330

New Pine Business
Tops Previous Week

PORTLAND, Mny., 15.—~(AP)—Re-
porta from 104 millls showed last |
weok's now. Dusiness of T8771.000

bBoard feot of lumber wos 8 por cont |
nhove the previous week's mark I:ul
Wastern Fini wintion sald todny. |
Production totaled 81,034,000
and reaclied  T9026.000 |

ne

feat

shilpunenis

|8 yeur ago,

The same milin showed oidors B9.- | r

048.000 feet and productlon 062,078~
00D feet tor the corresponding week

NOEL. BENSON TO JOIN
ADVERTISING I-IfJI't.IElRARYI

EUGENE, May 15 —(AP)—Alpha,|
Delta  Bigma, hoporary  advertising
ity at the University of Ore-
1. Initinted Newl Benson of Med-
Tord at the annusl banquet thik eve.

Today,

cont above last year,

orders were peported 23 per

—_—

LONDON, Muy 14— (AF)=—Thomn
| dames Wise, 57, poted hank colle F | oning.
ind bibliogrispher, died ‘THursoay Wt e i —— {

Rip tiopmie at  Hagmpstend e Moll Tribune sant nda 1
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By C. M. PAYNE
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TAILSPIN TOMMY —Oircumstantial Evidence .

.« Against Tommy!

PLANE, WHICH
HAD BEEM STOLEN
FROM TS HAMSAR,
CRASHED, A SMALL
CROWD, ATTRACTED
BY THE IMPACT
AMD SUBSEQUENT
MHMRE, SAW A

FGURE EMERGE

FROM THE WRECK,
AMD LIMP AWAY
THROUGH SOMe-
BUSHES.., INTO
THE DARKMNESS. .

By HAL FORRES™

CALEB 7 MY SEASOM'S CRCP

O WHEAT

2EN WENT OUT O
| 3

LIRC

L COMIN BACK.!

umps During Wee

BEATTLE, May 14 AL Produec«
tyon of 171 YW and operaling n |
i Otegan tant k

I feet, dony

W werk

tiell gy 1A, 747,504 1
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Weads for belijue
WARHINOTON, A i AR
e National i <iely e
Flived] worg tods that the AMARR

Aviet N8 1 wl Bndettiury
1 in ‘ae Mactt . * i
WP Y .| In ‘ TS |
Pt i the pa erve 1he
wotal eclipse of the ne L ]

HERE
A GTREAX O LIGHTNIN S
BRIAR TOO! BUT GOOONEGS: |
'\‘ut HE'S GTARTED MY SPUNK ) [~

LTHOUGK |11 HAVE ANY NOPE! oMLY O : MEANWHILES, || oy
‘ ; s DID AMYOME Y MY DAD'N o i MAKI
“,t-f““n.ﬁﬂ'-?@"’?;ﬁ LIVE STOCK PRUDY HERE..BUT (Vi R SEE WHAT MBS AW FORMY. o Avgiqu_A:U’:G
o J 1IN TH' BARM DADBURNIT! | HA Loty H
TOMMY'S MYSTERY ’ o _ THE PLAME ) 'BR.. SHE TO GET GAS

) LOOKED LIKE-) WAS YALLER
BErRORE IT... .5 WITH A

HOW DID

L IT HARPENT POR MY CAR..

AMD  FELL DOWHY|

DESIGH THAT
SPELLE-D
\ THREE-POINT

By EDWIN ALGE®

I BRIARGIE, IT'G A THOUSAND
| TO ONE CHANCE, BUT WE'VE
GOT TO TAKE |T=BILL HASSETT 15
{G‘L':\ WEA

78 We ey 1 [ 2T L s0-) | o0 see
= ON HIM - HASSETT 3 NS
» ™ '_q

~ & * ~
e (T LHY by duy Fereme Wihame)

THE NEBBES

(GEE, NE ALMOST GOT

COLD FEET, BUT (TG EITHER

THIG OR THE STORE WILL
GO 10 fOT! V'LL DOIT/

INVESTMENTS

e

MORMING, MR. HAGSETT-]” WELL, WHAT 5

I'M BEN WEBSTER . 1 IT,YOUNG MAN’

MANAGER OF meemeﬂ COME 10 THE
STORE ¢| POWT! CAN'Y
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