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By MARGARET WIDDEMER

SYNOPSIS: Eve Maunerafic
goes back to her 200-year-nld
house and orchard in Conngesicit
after five years in New Yori. She

lans (o marry gay, 2ity-loving
nny and return to Manhattan.
Unele Henry, an old family
friend, and the penniless Feath-
erstones, trith thelir gerious young
son Judge, move in with Eve. Her
calm, procticel neighbor, George
Cleveland, who loves her, comer
otter evenings teith his xteel mag-
nate father. Denny nrrives for a
weekend and (s thrilled to play
bridge with Mr, Cleveland from
whom he hopes to get o new fob,

Chapter 26
Mitzi's Motives

"‘R.’EL‘L‘.“ Penny maid, drawing al

long brealh and etreiching. ™1
fenl nz i 1'd been playing contract
with Santa Clausl™

*0h, Denny, then—" FEva began
eagerly. But Maryln, still avid, in-
terrirpted.

“Denny, tell us more about Mitz|'s
taking a place at Southamplon. s
ahe really going fo7 Maybe sho'll sk
s all for weekends!™

Denny glanced at Eve resignediy.
The Feathersiones, amiahly abliviots
In thelr interest in the culside warld,

had no intention of leaving the lovera |y

alone.
*Oh, all right™ he sajd
*Tomorrow morning.” Fve whis-
pered to Denny as they mld goad-

antly seeRing nis fortune in por--
depresslon New Yark, where s de.
Ightful young man could have a good
deal miore pleasure than without
maney In the country.

“Gash, Eve, I don't see how you've
siond (4" he erled.

“I like It* she ssid, and saw an
apening for what she wanted 1o say
| “But the Clevelands aren’t the hunt
breakfast sort, Denny dear. You
can't say that our parlor in the eve-
nings is soclety-column stuffl You
maw wial a fine, simple sort of man
Ihe in. Yowve met him at last, and
he likes you." Thex were walking on
now thraugh the narrow path; Eve
spoke back over her shoulder. *Why
don't you speak to him directly about
the publicity job In Northern Stee]?
Its crazy to walt for Mitef to pull
wires when you're right here on the
ground with him. I ean't understand
|5
| Denny spoke doggediv: "Mitzl said
It would be fatal it 1 horned in for
[ myselt in the middle of what she's
doing about it. I'm to go down ts
{Southamplon with her over next
weekend and help her pleke out thai
place for the summer; sha sass she'll
have [t all st up b¥ then. You
|'mustn't forget she's a fine business:
woman and a patural diplomat™

‘Her Mother Taught Her'
VE rovo®:ed Mitzl's own words
L4 ahit her i , and recom

muktn wallow Mitzl wh
| He gove one of his gay bursts o
laughter, "No, you ssund as if 1 wa:
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They had scarcely taken time to talk of anything but love.,

night, lingering in the hall oulslde
Denny's 1onm.

They had Lreakfust alons, in thelr
swoalers, out on the back portico in
the Mny sunshine, The sir was shorp-
I¥ aweol; the green lawn sirefched
beyond them, glitiering with dow-
etarved cobwaobs, Above at the end
rose the budding orchard. They had
scarcely taken time yet to falk of
anything but love. Presenlly they
heard Marylin's window closed above
their heads; on this day of all doys
she whaa getling up, hungry for more
talk!

*Come on to the orchardi" Eve sald,
Iaughing.

They ran out hand-in-hapd. She
Isughed and threw hack .=r head.
looking around her. “Don't you love
it, Dan2"

Sha had bean telling him excitedly
about the white French lilacs, and
another nenrly rose.colored kind, re-
discovered nmong the purple ones on
each side the tall
Just pasaed; and that the 1lles:of-the-
vallex had spread so that they were
Having to root some up and throw
them away.

She fliuzhed and laughed, walking
with him down the gravel path ths
wan bordered with duffodils
gnatied Jine roselnishes. F
strawberty bed, past the |
berry vines, three rough wooden tteps
ook them presontly tn the narrow
path betwe the thickiy-grawing
wide-budding trees,
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| the cat and Mite & eanary! What you
| mean, darling?™

| 1 think Mitzi's draggping It otit on
| purpose, just to have you around.”
Eve sald resolutely, “All of us girls
have hesrd her thlk aboul her tegh-
nigue with men. How her mothes
fram Alabama taught her.”

“Oh, yes—" Denny was laughing
ain. “Mother was the belle of the
countryside, llke all proper South.
ern molhers —any other attituds
about a Southern parent ls undaugh-
terly. 1 remember! This is rleht”

Encouraged, Eve went on

"She works It out like a business.
She talls how you should send your-
aelt passionate anenymuous notes In
boxes of orchids, timed to opon whan
men are there o hear about them.
She nsks different men (n for wock-
tails wll alone, thresa st a time, and
pretends ench one has broken In op
the other without her knowing. She
buys herself theater tickets and pre-
tenida 'to the men she anks to go with
her that the tickets have been given
Her be other men

Denny  grinned ar "Sn she
doesn's really likp me & bit, I'm just
window deesking?

“0r

her,

course she likes you. That's
point is, 1f she'd
nd whe does, sha's
B out all this job
inep you bDeauing

do such thi

| Penny said tolerantly,
think all’ that orch
femlnine and cute, bu
| from” anyihing so
ting a mar

anthey

1 atill and took Eve's hands
unitler the budding trees,
ore seviodly,
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BALK. IN A FEW SECONDS ELUDES HIS GRASP
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PUPPY, APPARENTLY BECOMES STERNER.,
HEEDING THE COMMAND), SHRKING HIS CANE AND
5116 DOWN, BU STRRS  SHOUTING, EVENTUALLY
10 FOLLOW A5 SOON AS  CAUSING PUFPY 10 STARY

MEY SET oUf ABAIN

N
DECIDES HE'LLHAVEf0  PURSUES HIM AS TAR
PUL HIM IN THE HOUSE,
BUT PUPPY, RETREATING, PUPPY DISAPPEARS.
HURRIES 10 JOIN WIFE,
WELL FLERSED

RS THE HOUSE, WHERE

REWCIANTLY HOME

FINDS PUPPY WAITING
FOR HIM BESIDE WIFE,
GIVES UP PAYING CALL
AND TURNS WEARILY
HOMEWARD
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