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Chapter 23
*As For George—"'
Tnm anybody 1| know—might 1t
e Miss Mannersfiald?"

The gay volce—the loving lightness

that was the very Denny, the south-
ern accent coming more clearly, as it
|always did, over the telephone

“It might be. | supposa It 1s still you,
gven after hours on ithe traln last
night—"

“As much me as it can be With you
in Connecticut Oh, Eve, I've missed
ou $6, avery minule from the time 1
Im you tll now, that [U's simply hor-
rible. You mustn't be all those hide-
ous miles off, 1 can't stand it Love
\me? Eay so quick!"

Eve shut the doors and sald, "1 love
you. Right along. . .. Darling, any

awst"

“Yes—the office s simply slck with.
{uut you. They end evary sentence
with ‘it Eve were only herel' Ihey
keep ragging me about your resign-
{ng. I'll be owning up why you did
in a minute now, 1 hope!"

*0h, Den, has anything broken’"

“Sweet, there hasn't been time. Hut
I'm dining with Mitei Wednesduy
'and she's going to work on old Cleve-
land in between, and then produce
him, And then do you and I go out
and celebrale high, wide and band-
some?"

“Forty cents for five mare minutes,
sald the cold volee of Operator be-
fore Eve could answsr. She told Den-
ny aastlly not to spend any more
money, came back to Ellen in the
kitchen to find Judge arranging a
tray for his parents with & deftness
that suggested practice.

“Yep, | always got thair break-
fast |f they were awake before | went
to schoal,” he answered Ellan's ques-
tion, knd walked out soberly with his
heavy tray, Eve and Ellen had heard
the Faatherstones, often enough,
laughing over Judge's domestic be-
havior, but till now they hadn't real-
ized it was anything bul a joke,

“Well, | suppose It doexn't hurt
him,” Ellen sald uneasily.

"He's 30 willing,” Eve said. “Unele
Henry has rather taken him over, |
‘think; | remember Aunt Lina saying
\onee he was born with a talent for
‘child-rearing.”

‘Ha's Brilliant’

VE, let's go outl" Ellen sald sud-

denly. “1 have to gel an early
‘fternoon train, and 1 slmply will not
waste this grand tresh alr, You've
been in the howse moving furnis
ture and gelling meals aver since you
cime, you ean't di | A

“I feel like & million gold dollars®
sald Eve, "but I'll be with you"

They pulled on coata and dragged
berets over thelr eara,

Tha day was bright and tresh, and
warm for the time of year, The snow
wans melting in the orchard, but the
muddy walking didn’t matter with
galoshes, and the smell of the fresh-
ening earth and the warmth of the
sun, The girls went single fils through
the winding path between the thick
old gnarled trunks. Presently they
came lo a stone wall. Beyond It lay
mare trees and there were rough

lle_q.l.

his ls George's, after this, isn't
12" Ellen aaked. “Think bhe'll mind it
we trespam?l”

“Considering that I found him tres-
passing all over my orchard and cut-
ting little samples of | to do po:
mology things with, 1 should think
not” Eve sald, She felt a little shy of
George. Living even for a few weeks
nex!i to & man you have just refused
1o marry, and on whose father de-
pends your lover's next Job, s a bit
embarrassing. But nonlurally she
coltldn’t say that to Ellen.

“He's preity fihe” Ellen said, “De-
penilable, and kind, and brilllant—*"

“Brillinntt™

“Didn't you know he stood prace
tically at the top of hix profession,
\young ns he s

“No how would It How dig you*

“Asked.” sald Ellen;, with a smila

“So you think be has all the vir-
tues?” Eve teased. Brilllantl To ber
Jbrilllance was Denny's quick, gay
wlk, Denny's handling of any situs-
ton; Nenny, ke a Noel Coward hero,
anly handsomer, She laughed aa she
moiuntad the stonex sfter Ellen.

“Belleve me,” Ellen sald frmly,
alighting belween (wo pear Lrees and
lopking up st ner with a hand on
each, “when sou've been on the stage
alhee 18 you like "em to have virtues!™

Eve iuped down In turn; her bright

curls Auitered, ner clear volce rang.

“Well, as tor George—"

=As for George!" sald George tim-
seil, advancing toward them with the
usual armful of twigs snd sheepskin
gloves His brignt blue eyes were a3
steady, his wind-burned face s um-
pasyive as always

“It was compliments,” Eve said,
Isughing in spise of herselt. “What on
earth are you doing?™

“Grafting.” sald George. He dusten
bia gloves and added, “Come on over
and see the house Mother's done won-
ders with IL really ™

Eve remembered 1t is the neart-
breaking wreck of what had been in
ths r'ghteenth century a more beau-
tiful house than her own; fine old fur-
nlture and portrails, all scatlerea or
broken. The iwo girls want with dim
down through the Seymour orchard,
and back through what had been &
long. green pleasance, and Wis now
§oing 1o be agin. Ihe place even this
early showed that o clever hand had
been landseaping It after its original
elghteenth-century fashion. I'he only
change was that George had used the
brook which had watered orchard and
lawn to make A swimming pool
among a clump of irees

*0Oh, you must let us use this,” Ellen
sald, “when It gets warm enough,”

“Surest thing you know.” George
said, standing with one leather-leg-
§lned fool on the cement parapet. He
went on explaining to Ellen. nanging
on his words, abaut gravity tlow, and
how muech of the old land they'd man-
sged to get back from the lownship
for its back taxes. He seemed leas like
o man who had sald ast night he was
deeply in love than anything she
could imagine. Eve dacided he had
been swept by some crazy impulse.
He went on showing thom the im-
provements he had mude. The old
fountaln, dug out of an outhouse and
put together from Its marble wreck;
the oak avenue, having its gaps tilled
up where the Seymours had let trees
dia or cut them for frewond. he
tences of an old more, even, on the
far slde of the pleasance, which he
| had nearly recrented.

‘Biruggls For A Painting

OU'VE done wondaral” Eve sald

impulsively. *

He flushed & little, as It her praise
meinl a good deal to him. “1 suppos
1 was born out of due lime," he sald
“Mother {s always saying so. It soems
to me the most exciting thing on
earth to recreate thinge that were
mesnt to be fina and have nearly been
loat or broken. These old trees, lor
{nstance. There are almost unique
yarieties of shrubs and fruit-bearing
tress here. Somebody In the place's
history must have been an amateur
of orchards and gardans. [t was &
erime 1o let the place be wrecked as
It has boen*
“Oh, Unele Henry De Remer can
tell you about that," Eve suid us they
neared the house, stalely among its
lawns, sound with its freshly shored
foundations of reddened bricks, “The
first owner was a (rlend of John Eve-
iyn's, and Evelyn kept sending him
out rare specimens after he came
here. Gardens and varleties of fruits
and fNowers were a fad of that day,
weoren't they ™

Goorge nodded. “They got w lat of
stuff from France and (taly, It says a¢
In the Dlary, Odd that some of thases
things should have Iasted here in Con-
nectieut when they'd died out in Eng-
land-—what's that?"

They were nt the front door by now.
It was closed, of coutse, but ona of
the long French windows that Eve
remembered as smashed and boarded
over, glazed now and palnted white,
was ajar, and a man’s rough volce
was shouting from within, George
sprang Inside, tollowed by the girls
In the middle of the parquet Hoor
Mra. Claveland, with » strengih no-
body would have expecied from her
limp frame, was struggling wilh »
tall thin man in ragged clothing.

George jerked him aside. “Here,
what does this mean?™

Mrs. Claveland bent over and
dragged an ofl painting up trom the
floor, Apparently they had been
struggling over L She had It fast, as
she dropped Inlo n chalr, She panted:
“This man's a thief, George. Tell him,
Mrs. Power.”

Mitzl, who hnd been
agninst the wall, siraightened up
now on her high heels and sald, “It
was perfectly terrible She caught
her breath, “1 nearly fainted away.”

George took a firmer grip of the
Ump frightened lad and said unpas
tently, "All right, what's this about?”

His inother got her breath, cast a
scornful glance ot the territied Mitzi
and sald: "We just got back from a
leng drive. I'd been told about inis
painting that whaa supposed 1o be the
portrait of the man who built this
house 8o | gol up early and we drove
to the antigue shiop that had 1, away
off in Torrington it was! And | bought
it Naturally, on the way back |
stopped at the post office. And this
tramp must have seen It In the car
and followed un He camo in and be-
gan to shout thal it was his and he
had to have 1L"

(Coppright. 1047, Margaret Widdemaer)

Gearge's father comes to Eve's for
& game of chess, tomarraw,
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THE TEDIOUS CHORE OF WIPING SHOES,
ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU KNOW THAT NO MATTER
HOW -THOROUGHLY YouU DO IT YOU WILL PRO-
BABLY TRACK MUD IN AND RE BLAMED TOR
NOT DOING T THOROUGHLY ENOUGH
(Oopyright, 1887, by The Bell Byndieste, Ine)
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER — Muttered Threats
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