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The Wrong Mufderer

By HUGH CLEVELY

AYNOPEIA: Torenes Makoiy Aos
fearned that an aftenipt dn do be
Widia to kfdinap Elsa Littls, fim
atar, at the Cing  Dall, Torende
Liiirioa that: Ambross Lieaon, re
apected friend of tho LAftlcs, e be.
af, Ku ha goea (n lﬁv_b.lﬂ',
foina'in the dnapping throuph a «
eleter ruse, aeid then thrria on the
Kidngppers and reacuey Flag, Mean-
wohile Lawson hos announced Blxea
disappearance (o Mr, Little  gud
Liitile huse enlied the pibice 4 knoelk
4 heard al the Littla door,

Jhapter Sevun
MURDER
h R. LITTLE lefy the room, Law:
sop walted, His dork eyes were
glowing, aud hils fists wora tightly
glenched, All Bls muscles weore taut
with suspenere, From Inslde the
stiudy he heard the front door open.
Mahony's volce sounded fn the hall

“I've brought Miss “ittle bome.
Bhe's unconsclous, But | don't think
there's much wrong with har”

Lawnon' tensed muscles ralaxed,
Now he knew the worst In the hall
he heard Mr. Littla's volce, hoarie
and [ndignant.

“What does this mean? What hava
yon heen dolng to .uer? Elsal , .
Elsal . . . Whal's the matter with
her? Haa she heen hort?"

Through the slightly open door
way Lawson could see m black
garhoed monk In the hall, #ith Elsa
in his arme Bo that wan what Ma
hony had donse—pretended to be ons
of his own men. In that cuse he had
probably carried out this buslness
slogle-handed. And f ao, there wana
hope for him yet,

He glanced around him quickly.
Hanging over the mantelpluce was a
small, aharp-polated, ornamental
dagger. He plcked it np and
erouched agalnst the wall of the
room, Just inslde the doorway.

Mahony saw the light {n the stady
and made for the study door.

“8he was kidnapped by your
friend Laweson,” he sald grimly. “I
managod to get her away from hin
toughe. Now for leaven's anke stop
ayuawking; pull yourself together
and try to be useful”

He thrunts open the “tudy door
with hin tool, ontersd Lhe room, and
crossod to o small sofa. Ho did not
aoa Lawnon eronched agalnst the
wall, Mr, Little antered almost lm
mediately pehind him,

“Lawson!" ha sxclalmed in an (o
grodulous tuns, "Lawson! I don't be-
leve. ., ."

Hin voleo dled away abruptly in a
chnking gurgle as Lawzon's kalfs
Alld naatly (nto his hack below the
ahunldar binde, plercing Lo the heart.

I.\] AUONY henrd Mr, LIt gasp as

ha wan loying Bida down on the
sofa. He turued quickly, just (n time
to aoa the back of a tall Agure van:
inting through the doorway. The
door slammen to as Mr, Little, al-
ready dead, subalded In & heap on
the flbor.

Mabooy stopped quickly forward
ar] bent over Mr Little, The Lilt of
the kolfe atlcking out of his bueck
made clear what had Le ppened. The
front door of the houss slammad.
From outslce came the souud of a
ear snglne accelerating, The sound
faded.

Mahony withdraw the knife from
Mr, Littlo's back, tound some brandy,
and tried v ravive him, But a couple
of mloutes effort shuwed him that
1t wan useless, and Le abandoned
the attompt and panusy ta consldar
what his next move should be,

Agnin the tront doorbell rang
shrilly,

“Ob, dsmn!® sald Mahony, aud
want to tha window and looked ont.
On the front doorstep stood o
pollveman.

From the sofa eame a loog, shud.
dering sigh, Elsa moved alightly;
#ha alretched out her arme in the
manner of one wwaking from eleop
and opbned her eyes wide. The
sound of & movement from Mahony
caused her to look in his direction

An yor alia bad not tully recoverel
from the offect of the drug; ahe had
a dazad, aleapy look. Her blue eyes,
wide open, alared at Mahooy's
manked, cowlod figure with s bewll
dered question fn themi She hardly
soemed (o know whers slis whs, or
how she gut there.

The front doorbell rang ngaly,

Inalstontly. Elsa lookeu away from
Mahony towards e (oor. Her
Klanco encotntaned tha stlll, ghastly
torm of her uncle ixlng atrotehod
out mear the dior. The knlfe
bloodied up to tha hilt, was by him
on the carpet

fhe shrank back; her eyen apenad
wider; her hand wont to her mouth
inoan instinetlee gosture of horror

and diamoy, Thon hor mouth opunad
wilile; alie wik nhont to khriek.

-
]\, AHONY sprang forward, grabbed
AVA har two wrlsts, aud shook her
elightly.

“No, stop It} you're not to™ he
ool oo gommpnding voles, “Shriok:
lng won't help”

She dld not shriek. She did not
over atruggle.

"Lt me go! she sald.

Mahony 16t go hine wrinte, and she
rans from the eofa and dropped to
hor knogs by har unelo's side. She
atlll had » dazed alr Over her
uucle’s budy aha looked mt Mahony

“You you've killed him." she
sald In a low volee
“No I haven't™ begsr Mahony.
el

Agiln thers was the sound of a
car drawing up ouealde the house.
Mahony broke off Lis spasch alirupt:
13, auraing himsalf for a fool. Wlat
the devil wan the tond of hanglog
abaut trylng to expluin thinga? Hin
only senslble course of action would
be to get mway s quickly as pos
sikla.

Blsa would cortalnly ramembior
having been kldnapped by a manked

“Lawson!™ Little excinlmed Im
credulounly.

man droased ae g monk. He himnell
was masked and dressed s o twonh
and bher unela was murderdd. I
would be lmpossible to explaln, ki
prasence o the room and cloar Klm
salt of a eharge of morder withow
telllng all Le knew about Billy Ross

And evon If he told all he knew
about Roan, there was a good chanee
that he would not be ballavad, for he
Lad ud proofs of hls story

The fron; doorbell bogas ringlng
agnin Mahony wasted no more time
argulog with Elsa, Ho ran ascrom
thn room, wiped the daggor qulckly
on his robe, opened the door
erunsed the hall quiekly, and opsnod
e frout door af tha hogee,

Un the (ront doorste, stood a
ottt of a car and was mounting the
stéps o the feont doar 1o Joln him.
| By the Hght that sireamad
the open door, Maliony
the now artival an Lay

| “Hallo!™ mald 14 BUr

| prised volee. “Wha are You? And
wherk's Miss Littler

| Hls Inténtion ohvlously was teo

| protend thar he Woew nothing of |

Flaa’s dallvorance from ths kidnap
pora or of her uncle's murder
| {Copyright, 1254, Hugh Clevaly)
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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Beptangenarion Life Guard
Blrange na i seems, Jonns Durch-
A, m o great grandfntlior, Las  sived
moree thny ont person from drownlig
for every your of Win ifs,
8 Lo onn WUIL Uk aBEL Of the
youngaters o his community  to
hante In both swimming and diving
Binee 1031 liead life guard ag the
IMAIr piuntoipal swimming pool, Me,
Buteham looka with pride upan his
g Gareer of water reseve work in
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Wi greatast feat o thiy oo oee
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TAILSPIN TOMMY —'* Another Trap Is Bet!"

FRED PERLEY GOT IN A PICKLE WHEN, ACTING AS PEACE
MAKER,HE TOOK THE DoLL. AWAY FROM THE GRIGSBY CHILD
WHO HAD JUST REDUCED THE PLUMER GIRL 10 TEARS BY WRESTING
l IT FROM HER, AND DISCOVERED SOON AFTER BOTH CHILDREN HAD FLED
HOME WAILING, THAT THE DOLL BELONGED 10 THE GRIGSBY GIRL
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By HAL FORREST

RAVELY COMCERNED

OVER THE MEMACE
To LIVES OF ACRIAL
| PASSEMGERS, \WHICH
THE PHANTOM FOKKER
I PPESENTS BY
APPEARING EACH
HIGHT Off THE MAIN
RUNWAY AT THREE-
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DUE, DEPARTMENT
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