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Chapter 44
DOCTOR'S HELP

BLAKH entared the office on Bal:
urdsy ‘morning lke & man who
walks in his slesp. There was &
quick lifting of haads as ha ontared
the room; & wiva of sympathy heat
againet him, and almost submoerged
him. If they kuew, he thought,
they'd dezplss ma [nstead, . Ha
smiled alightly in response to the
wolcoma and Ist his eyes move
swillly from one face to the othar,

The slght of Carol's face almpst
broke him, Ho wenl to his eMos and
sat with his head in his badda, see
ing ber face nod thinking, in spite
of himaelf, of the Inat three days,

But—not sven pity or remoras
could temper hin love tor Carol lo.
stoad of loving her loss, he felt an
it thelr folnt knowledge and respon:
albdlity bad bound them together
foraver, nnd his hurgoer tor her waa
intolarshlo,

Byt he could pot foroe himaself
npon her yet; the memory of her
horror was too fresh, He had the
feeling that the very sight of him
Iwag unendurable to her, and his
haart was racked by the thought of
hor, chalned to her deak Hke & still,
trapped anima)

On & sudden impulas he turned
1o the telephone and ealiod Dr, Fros:
man,

“This (s Blake Thornton,” ha sald
abruptly, 1 wonder it | might talk
to you a few minutes?”

“Yen, Indesd,” Dr, Froeman sald
promptly, "It you hadn't ealled mo
I intanded to call you In n day or
two,"

“What timo wottld sult yout"

Thers waa an Interval during
‘which Dr, Froamnn consylted his
appolntment book,

YHow anon could You get hera?™

“In tan or fifteen minuten”

“Good. I'll aee you then. I'm op-
arating at elavan”

Blake, wonderad, sittlng fa the
luxurious walting-room, what sort
of nian Fraeman was, and how wiuch
Bo could axpect In the way of un
derstanding. Ho rosa eagerly at the
nyras's summaons, and entersd an
Immacalate consulting room.

Dr, Froeman shook bande, saod
Riake llkad the firmness and sure
nees of hig grasp, He wan & big
Blonds man, with beautifully kept
hande and & spothing manner that
might hide & groat denl of forge,

*81t down,” ho snld gravely. “That
wad a tragle businosr "

Blake looked squarely into His
eyan, "A lot more tragle than you
know, That's what I wantad to talk
about”

Freemau nodded and lsansd back
10 hin ehale. "I knaw, o, courna, that
thare was something back of (L Her
trpe usnally olinga to the last shred
of lifs, oo matter how much unhap-
pineas (L holde

Frosman's qulet tons gavs him
hops, He nald bluntly:

“I hod Just fled sult tor divorce:
1 managed to keap that out of the
papers, | want down a week ago to
uak har (o divorcs me.”

. FREEMAN nodded. I1s could
guean at o groat denl mors, He
apld unexpectediy:

“You're to hlame, bit not In the
way yon think. Your fault goes haeck
A great many yeass,”

Binks  snld  delonaively:
mean in marrying hor at all?™

“No. That needn't have haon dis
astraus, Your mistako was in humor
Ing har: in not demanding more of
her,"”

"You

Blake's mouth waa thin, "' sor- Iy

ry, Lwasn't cat out for a tyrant”

*0h, my Qod!1" Fresman groanad
“There's a middle ground. And boe
sldes, & woman of her type needa a
tyrant; she should have married a
Frenchman—or & Spaniard. Amerl
can hushands ruln har sort”

The Interviow, Alake (elt, was
becoming Inoradibiy cold-blooded.
They wers dissecting lrma like a
piale of medical students, And then
reason  overrods hin  reluctance
Waan't thia what he wanted; wasn't
be fighting for bin Hfe?

Froeman wetil ou, vory gravely, ¥l
eAn guess, of course, what you must
be golng through, and 1°d like to help
you. Your repponaibility tor the trag
ady s not noarly ro direct an you

think, 1t Hea matuly —yon) toraive
me, I hope=In your wile's own char
aelet. As you proinbly know. she
WAN Al a time of e which some

timoa doos strange things to watien

“Thank you very much, I'll try to
remambar that”

Dr. Freaman was looking at his
beautiful hands. “Hew does—the
ather girl fael?”

Blake's hard-won composure was
threataned. “She's — stunned. I'm
afrald she pever wanty to ses me
apaln”

"o you think shae loves yout"

“l think s0." He remembered her
parting words: U'll s with you ey
ary minute=If that belps any.” Ha
sald |n a surer yoleaj V1 know she
doen”

"Then hold on to ber, In spite of
averyihing, Don't give |n thls Lime.
It you wani ma to talk to her, | will"

The offer was geanrous, but he
dotbted If Carol would aecapt (1. He
Wz ld: "Thauk you a thousand times.
It 1 tail' ! may ask you to help.” But
ha could not {magine forcing or In:
fuencing her doclalon: Carol was
not llke Irms,

ON SUNDAY marning Cornalls
talaphoned Carol,

“Can't you comoe oyt for dinnaer to
fight? Mother and Dad are [0 New
York and | want to make whoopes.
I'll run over and get you aboub sev:
on,*

Carol's bheart stopped for a woe
ond, hecause shr suspected Corne
lia's intantiop. But whan they en:
tared Cornelin’s beautifol [lving
rosm Carol saw that the room was
ampty. They had cocktalls, and sat
down to a table that war lald for
two. She felt ralleved, ks & ariml
nal who, knowlog his execution to
b Inevitable, has haen granted s
hrief raprieve,

When dinner was over Cornslla
rose,

“Lat's have coffes In the den. Go
on In whils | speak to James '

Carol's breath caught. ! ean't!
atin almost screamed, and Inatend
turned sllently away.

There wan n log fire fn the den,
and Blake sat on & uvouch betore the
five, smoking, He wprang up as the
“oor opened and they stood motlon:
lens, looking at eaeh other. She
closed the door mechanically. He
sald awkwardly:

“Carnella was good onough to ank
me (o coms. | hops you don't
mind. , . "

8he torsed horsall to apeak stoad:
iyt *No, Wo had to aoe each other
and talk 1t oul™ 8he amiled a little,
"Wa always seam to be talking
somathing out, don't wa?"

e did pot dars sit beside him
on the couch, so she took & big chalr
that balf faced the freplace. He of
ferad har a clgaret and ahe nceapt
od It automatically, and notlced that
bis hands wers shaking as he held
the matoh for her,

Fa sald baltingly: *1'va been anx-
lous about you. Are you=all right1"

"“Yos ... Are you ™

"1 suippons so. | wanted to tell you
=<nat to work ftor a whila It you
didn't feel llke (1"

Emotion dlstorted her face for the
frst tme. ¥ dido't think I had any
choles, Unless of courne you'd raths
or | wouldn't,"

Hin volea hroke, *Ob, Carol! Don't
you know | want you there—aeven it
I ean't say & word to you? Just know-
log you're In the next room helps
me to gat throngh & day.”

Bhe laoked at the Ore. | wonder
I it does? | wonder If It wouldo't be
battor for me to go wway—tor good.”

“Do you want 10" e anked Anal:

*l=don't know, 1 sapposs tha
courageons thing to do In to stay—
ir 1 enn stand (e."

He telt a quick anger agalust her
because she ssomad to mwlsunder
stand and to fall him o completely

“For God's sake don't make me
tesl llke & fallar! If you wani to go
you know | won't try Lo stop you.*

The flars of apger hurnad out, And
the longing that succasded It hroke
down his rastralnl

“Tlaane sit by me," he said gantly
1 won't lnnuh you unleas you want
mn o

He told ber what Dr, Fresman bad
sald, and watched har anxiously for
A algn of relaxing tansion.

“He snld—he'd be glad to talk to
you It you cured to,” he concluded,

= rartieniacly whers there Is & tan- |

“No. | think 1 ¥now alroady what
ha'd say."

“And=that doesn't make rou fosl
any Letter?"

Teara burned hor eyes suddenly

dency to negrosts. Thelr vlowpolnt “It sught to. After a while mayhe
bacoins dlstorted, and they exag it will It's too=tresh=righy now."

garate avery misfortuns, A .Pn,.m‘l He got up and stood on the hearth
ehild who ban oeen diseiplined |f40Ing her. "Carol—aren't you be

somolimes reuu.'l to ths sama des
perata maane.”

Diake's anger taded and he falt &
aulek Hking for the man who was
holding aut m hand that might poll
him from the depths In which he
strugglod. He aald quietly

ing what you've always deapised: »
sentimontalist?  You're the mom
honest  porson I've aver known:
think."™

(Uapgvight, 19088 by Marlan Sims

Menday, Caral and Blake arrive
| at a dealalan,
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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Phantom “Gold mlrk‘
Pegpotratar af perhiaps the most dor. 1
Ing swindle of all time, Mme. Hum-
bert losugurated the dstounding
pehemo with the ald of ber husband,
One day in 1882 she announced that
Robert Henry Crawford, an American
millienaire, Lad left hin entire far-
thine of 830,000,000 to her, Accord-
g to subsequent wills, the securities
and bonds were to be kept In the
possesalon of Mmo, Humbort unul her
younger aivier, Marle paurigone, be-
came of age, whan the faruna weuld
be distributed botwesn Marle | and
two of Crawford's nephews., On the
bakls of this totally fictitious story
Mme. Humbert had authoritisa place
A peal on her safe, supposedly cons
talnlng the fortuna In bonds and se-
euritias.

Btrange as It seama, the daring ad-
ventiireas borrowad a total of 8140~
000000 on the strengih of hiet story
over & period of 30 years, Finally, in
1003, after being put off again and
again by the Humberts, panic-atrioks
en areditors demanded to have the
snfe opaned,

Roalleing thelr glant hoax would
soon be discoverad, the coupls flad
to Spaln, With the safe opened by
authorition and found to be empty.lh

TAILSPIN TOMMY—The Department Investigates

PISHELL ENJOY
WRIGLEY'S
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soarch was Isunched for ihe awin-
dlars and they wers found and ar-

1 | reated In Madrid,

Brought back to Parls 1n 1003, they

¢ | were jentenced to five years solitary

lmprisonment but were relessed Sep-
tember 13, 1000,
Rawing Famlly

Vieterlous In many of Eagland's
groat rowing classics, an entire four-
onred orew, including tha coxawaln,
consisted of membars of the Clasper
family.

Hopry Clasper, moat famous of tha
family, pulled stroke oar on a chams
plonship Thames river crew for alx

| thens vietorles.

yoars. In 1880, at the age of 47. he
fnd rowed stroke in T3 races, 84 of

.2, 1934,
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TALING 1o IMPRESS With Momm REPEATING COM-

IV BUT  CALLS HE WON'T BET WES,
HERRG PERFREILY HE'S JUST BOING OVER
o EDDIE'S

INRAINTD  HALFWAY mass STReg(
:;Agfv:{?g Er{mti' HEARS Mofﬂ:}zoclt‘aét :P?D Amr;fm’lgmr}:; %}&m
FEIVE ﬁ?it?r%ms ON REPEATS, EMPHRTICALLY

15 TOLD I'8 HANBING  STRIDES BALK 10 Housr
(N W16 CLOSES, AND 16 THOROUBHLY WES BY

MENT, SHOUES  MAND, POINTG OUT THAT
mlhuf'fm:mf RAINING  HE DOESN KNOW GIVEN TEN SECONDS  MHow
MUCH ANYWAY WHERE HI6 RAIN-CORTIS 10 OBEY

(Oopyrighi, 1038, by The Ball Byndicats, Inc)
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KEETER (THIS CRAZY LOON IS A YES... BUT
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A THERE HE 1S PASSING

J ANOTHER &UY ON A MILL
fIF HE'S TRYING TO COMMIT
L sUCIOE | WY DOESNT HE

CHANICES ARE WE'S

E DOES
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IN NO

FMURRSY — JUIST WANTS TD BRAG
ABCUT HOLWW FAST HE OID IT
AND CHANCES ARE HES S0T NO

ARE A GUN A Tht LIABILITY INSURANCE AND IF
THE WIOAIT *h\dﬁhi?ﬁagg{f HE PUTS YOU OMN CRUTCHES
= NELSE WATH HiIM FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE,

IT AT YOUR BEXPENSE

Tos C..-A Ca;\u-m-.l.




