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Chapter 43

SOLACE
(0 CORNELIA knew., DId that
Y nean, then, ihat everybody

inew? That she and Blake had bean
ostriches with thelr hesds (n the
aand? She winced, and tried to push
back the thought with the physieal
petivity of making coffes and toast

She telt the welght of harror;
know that sha eould stay In thia
room all day and bs mad by night.
Bhe throw on her clothes with des-
perats hnnts apd flad, locking the
door behind her.

But ths horrar cams with Her,
through the lacked door and Into
the gray coldness of the outside
world, 8be boardad an uptown car,
nod folt {ts breath on her cheak. 8he
almost expoctad the conductor to
gay "Two?" as sha beld out the
money for her fars,

Sha hought & drens, wondoring all
the while {f sha could evar wear it,
and loat the black shadow for a time
In tha erush of eagoer struggling wo
mon who huntad after-Christmas
bi rgalns.

Bha ordersd lunch and made a pre-
tensa of eating (b then sought the
thaitering darknass of a theatra, to
1it staring blindly 4t shadows that
maved and spake and pratended to

hnnponed. How do you know that it
won't open a lot of other peopla's
ayes?"

Cornalia smlled. "You don't glve
ma eradit for heing smartsr than
the moh, do youl"

“0Oh, yes | do! But farrsting out
this sort of thing hasn't got much to
do with Intelligence. Usually it'a the
other way around.”

“Trun. But I've seen two or threa
people today, and | koow mone of
them bas yuessed. The general ver-
dict fa: ‘She never has been quits
normal, anyway.'”

The mention of Irma shattersd
Carol's composure, g0 that she shiv-
erad and turned her fnce away.

*Cornle, I—1 don't bellave I can
stand it "

“Yes, you can,” Qornelln sald firm.
ly. *Yon can stand it and eventual-
1= forget fL”

“Forget that—you'va killad some-
body 1"

“Oh, my God!" Cornelia sald hot-
ly. "1 expectad something bettor
than that trom you. You dida't kil
her; It was her own rolten coward-
lea and spite that did 6"

“No It wasp't. Bhe wouldn't have
done anything wo dasporate |f whe
hadn't loved him terpiblyt

“0Oh, no?™ Cornelln snid scorn.
fully, "She'd have dons It just ns

quickly if ahe'd hated him. She

“You didn't kill hert™

auffor bonutifully In gowns by
Advian,
She made Norsell ses the flm

through, then sha boardad a car and
goL off at the market nearest the
Bherwood, Cornelia, belng Invited
to dinner, would expect to sat, Lamb
chops apd  artlehokes, Gruybre
chease and lottuce; those things at
1east were roal and permanent.

Cornelian  came soon aftar aix,
stralght from work, she sald, and
1ooking stralght from Park Avenue
inntead. Bha took off her hat and
cont and went to the kitchen, where
alin hegan expertly te fashion n
aalad,

Bha talked lightly and steadily un-
11 the meal was done, and Carol (ol
lowod her lead an beat sbe could., If
they were Lo sat they must keap the
shadow at hay as long as possibla,

But after dinner Carel made the
plunge hersell, breaking through
Cornolla’s laughing account of an
unraly oustomar,

“Corala, why did you comas hora
tonight?™

Carnella inbaled bar clgarat slow.

¥, "You know, or you wouldn't ank
that question.™

"Yon, Tha shock was {n realising
that you knew, too. And that It you
knaw, there must ba'a lot of athera
who 4l

TO. That was what I canin to 1all
you. 1 don't know how |
guosasd, excopt that | reallzed what
wonld probably have happened (o
me In the pame position " She
smiled faintly. *1 don't ballave 1
conld work with a man like Blake
and not fall In love with bim, and |
didn’t bellave ha could work with a
girl llke you and not do the same
thing. | wasn't surs, of courss, hut
whon this happened 1 coulda't think
af any othor reason.”

Carol started to speak. but Cor-
nalln beoke In quiekly, “What 1
wanted to tell ¥ou was that nobody
har puspocted s thing: so far as |
kniow, thers hasn't beep a breath
that linked your name with hia. And

It there had buen, | bellave | we ‘|:1I1

aave heard It hecause—" ahe gri

maced="1 wvom to hear (hings

whather they Intorest mo or not.™
“Bul—youn weran't sire untl] this

J (Co
Carel maets Blake, temer

wansn't capabla of lova; you know
that. Hote can mako you Just as dos
perate ns love: hale and Jeaiousy,”

“Woll, In elthier onan wa drove hot
te 1™

Cornolia snid more qulatiy: *Do
you mind tolling mo what dld tap
pan® [ can Judge battor I you do,"

HE told her, dully, of Blaka's trlp

te Florlda and of hin Allng the
sult. But not of the Ironle night of
hin returs: nobody, sha prayed,
would aver know about that, When
ahe had Anlshed Cornelia nodded
vlgoroualy.

"If there's anything shameful or
dishonest about nll that, 1 can't poe
It Good Lord, Carol, people get db
yoroes avery day! It doosn't cause a
ripplat

"Not divoree, no, But=—sulcide—in
anothar atory. Don't you see,” ahe
arisd out, “that (t'a not whether poo
ple gueas (t or not? That It's sone
thing that would he thers—hetwean
us—if we lived a thonsand years?
He feals axactly as 1 do about it

"How do you know he does?™ Cor
nelia damanded bluntly, "You've got
to pee Dlake as soon 88 ho gata hick
Mayba he enp reason with you evon
it 1 ean't”

Cornella was probably right, You
couldn't leave a thing lke this sos
panded in midale—not {f you hoped
Lo keep vour reason, She agraod st
lossly.

“Yer, I guess I'll ava to ses him
—once. But got hora; It wauld ba
wure to be the ane tima he'd ba sess

and recognleed, I—may gét you o
halp ma out.”
“It's what 1 came tor,® Coroslia

sald sturdily, “And for goodnessy'
sake dot rlght awar, Don't 1ot the
thing eat your heart aut
She stoad up, “Get
Wa'te golog nnd play bl g with
the Gordonpa.™
Carol spun around and har ayves

| Were weot, “Cornle, 1. can’t soe any
adyt™
“You've got to,” Cornolln aald fat
“The sooner you t petting
uead to it the soonsr y gt ove:
t. et your hat and talkiagl®

|l|\r:|4lul' it Simg)
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LOGEING RESUMPTION
PERMITIED IN NORTH

BALEM, Oct. 1.—(AP)—Logging op-
eralions in northwestern Oregon may
be meumed in forest wreas olosed G

ontry through proclamation, Etate
Fogeater John W, Ferguson, announcs

All foreats weat of the Cascada um-
piis and in Klamath county were
closed becauss of the fire hazari. The
new order permits logging operations

genia October 30 and 31, Prank Mo.
Hannn of the siate department of
agriculture, announced today, Last
year the achool was held !n Waah-

only In that district north of the|ington.

acucliern boundaries of Lane and Lin- —_—

coln countles and also in Kiamath Joln

county where there are no fires. ETEELWYN B. HOFFMANN'S
Tne foresta in southwestern Ore- Hoslosy' Glub,

gon remained clossd to all activities.

e o
BALEM, Oct, | —(AP|—Ths turkey
grading school for growerd in Oregon

e l——
GUN REPAIRS, Expert gunamiths
Sims Bros, 23 N. Fir. Gup sighta.

ed today,

——————
and Washington will ba held st Eu- Use Mall Tribune want ads.
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