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THE WORLD
WITH A FENCE

A New Novel by Marion Sims

By GLUYAS WILLIAMS'

STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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RPN, Y, pav +arol to Joka him want it all. The ease and laisure of &
Hitle town; and the breadth and va-
rioty of n clty."

“Bure,” Pat suld comlortably. *And
the thing to do Is to docida which one
you want worat, and then quit look-
Ing over your shoulder at the other
one”
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POltTEll gringed, “Have to be.
Tralns nnd ships are the only
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things | gan't Wil imto walting for
me. Of couras | eould bear missing
thils on. but I'm afrald It'd make me
wnpopular.’

*You're darn right h wounid"™
Ehe phoned for the porter and then
turnod snd smiled at him, "I'm sorry
I éan't ask vou to st down"

“0Oh, yeah? Yoiu're fairly champ:
fng to be off. Vibratin' with exelts-

jment andall that

8he wan startied, And I thought
I was calm, she told herself: 1t's a
good thing there's a trip nhead to
Juxtity me. Sho sald lightly:

*Who wouldn't he? 1l haven't seen
my tamily for nix months*

“That's the way to see n family,”
o sald bluntly, "Every aix months"

#*Qynle. She pleked np uer gloves
and pockathook and went to opan
the door for (he bellboy. When
thi, Negro had taken her bag. Por
tar gtarad at her gravely.

“| wish you weron't golog"

“Aut 1" by back Thursday, and
yon dometimed go for dayas without
safing me What'a the difference?”

“Adon L den't ke e iden of your
boing out of ronch. How about let-
thng me drive over to Moeredith and
bring you hack

Bha held bor broath, Actually ahy
wal coming Wednesdny, because
Blake woold be back then,

““Itint's swoat of you, but—I don't
know. Il drop you a noto. ... When
I'vo theught op s good exeuse, nhe
added te haranld.

Thie «ity was guy and brillinntly 14
an thay drova through It A decoptive
briliance. sho thought, hiding wearl.
noeks and anease and g despalr inten:

Sha wrinkled her noso at him.
“You're so bloomin" sano—for an
wsothete. How do you get that way ™™

Ha scowled, “Smile when you eall
mo that, durn you! | dunno; I guoss
I'm just lnzy. [t's n swall substitutes
for sanity; fools the mmart guys
evary time"

Sho bronthed the cold alr deoply,
and let her eyon sweop the qulet
fields nbout thom. The felds were
sleeping now—golden brown with
nedge and weeds and dead corn stulks
—nnd the sofl beneath thelr fdet was
red, and crusty from frost. The Old
Red Hills of Georgin, ahs thought
with a awift nostalgic ache: 1 con't
Imngine living anywhere else In the
world,

Pat sald lightly: *Of eourso this
wilking businoas wia n gk, I want
to hear about you and how you're
making out."

HE knew nt once that she was go-
Ing to tell him about Hlake

That the thought of Blake had been
in her mind llke an orchestral me-
companiment to everything she had
done and sald and heard In Mere
dith, And thot she wanted desperate-
1y to talk about him, and to hear his
name spoken alond, She sald slowly:

“Wall, right now I'm [lko—a pris
aner at the bar, walting for & ver-
dlet.”

He locked sharply at her and then
stralght ahend. “What do yom
mean?"

She told him, in & quiet, controlled
voice, nbout Blake, and Irmn, and
Binka's mission. Pat llatenod in com:
plote sllinee until she wan dons, then
he sald:

“Ho nounds )ike s pre(ty grand
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