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SUICIDE
l] 5 about this ‘ere business on
Monday night, mister," Alf Dur.
ley sald to Hylton at the Moreches-
tor station, *What I told you about
meating the young gennelman who
'ad the cigarot casne was gospel, I'll
swear (o that in the boxz. 't's about
when ‘e left I thought T enght to tell
you of, 1ke."

*What happened thon?"

Well mister atter the young gen-
nelman ‘ad gone I thought to myself,
‘Al Durley where's yer supper? and
seelng I was near the blg "ouse up
tho Iane, 1 thought I'd go up and ses
If thore was anything dolng—"'

“Ses it you could steal anything,”
the Superintendent put o, “Go on."

Durlsy hlinked his eyes virtuously
at thls interruption.

“To soe If there was anything do.
ing. 'Corse ! knew tha old boy was
pretty close and all that, but I'd
thought ‘no ‘amn in ‘aving a look
round', ao up I went, Thera's & kind
of & hack drive runs up to the ‘ouse
fram the lane nnd 1 was just about
turnipg In thers when 1 ‘onrd somae.
tone ncoming down It I drew back a
'bit inte the abadow and in about ‘alf
& mintte mlong comes the ser-
grant—"

“Tha what" Hylton asked.

“The polles sergeant from Ender-
ton, tha samne one a8 you took me to
soa last night—"

Hylton lopked from Durley to the
Superintendent. “You're (alking
through your hat Durley: you must
have made a mintake,”

“Not likely, I saw 'Im as plain as
plaln; I'va sesn Sargeant. White
about on the resds fifty times and I
redkorgnized Wl

“What Ume was this?"”

“Not many minutes after tha "arl
hour."

“What half hour?"

"Boyan, mister, I wan in Enderton
befora elght.**

Hyltan stared at the tramp with
a worrled expression on hls face—
ha wna recalling vividly that wnex-
plained moment in the pollca cot.
tage when Allce Whits had plucked
him by the arm.

“You're spinning & yarn Durley.”
he snld suddenly, “what's at tha baeck

of 11T What have you got agalnst
Sergeant Whita?™

“Honest to Oawd mister It's the
truth. I haven't got a thing agalnst
the Sargeant, 'e'a never "ad me up
or inything. All'l know Ia the triuth
aud that is Sergoant White come
down the back drive thors as near
after 'arf past seven Monday night
as doesn't matier.”

“Um, Bupposlng wa pratend Lo be-
llave you for & minute, what did you
do thon?"

“Mister,” Alt Durley sald with
groat earnoatnoss, T beat It strafght
to tha ‘Oops at Hnderton—I was
thars bafore elght, I can prova (0"

“Why ara you suddenly telllng us
Ihis yarn Durley?™ Hylton askoed.
“Why one tale Inst night and an-
athor now T

“Hacause I'va heon thinking Mis.
ter, and I'm not guite a fool yeot, First
thing 1 saya to myselt whon I ‘eard
tha old boy had been kiboahed was
Vou 'old your tongue Alt Dirley;
them an don't apenk can't get into
trouble,” I saya. All right. Then
comons yostorday, me asking for a
1L innocont-like and copping all this
packet of trouble.

1 was falr put about I can tell you,
oxpocially when you ran ma into
Sergoant White's "ouse, 1 told the
tale as | thought boat at the moment
leaying out ahotl golng any nearar
the blg "onse than the and of tha lane,
But last night in the cell I 'ad time
to think a bit more, and I thought,
‘suppose the Sergeant saw me same
time as 1 seen "im'.

My Gawid, that put ma in a sweat,
I don't mind tellltg you Mister, 1
could mea monelt ‘anging next. So
this afternoon [ declied I might an
woll fell the extra bit, and that's
Gawd's own Gospel truth mister if
It's on ma deathed™

CQEND hlm back to the colls Su.
A oper” Hylton mail after n long
pauso, aod when Mr. Alf Durley had
heatt duly disposed of the two pollce
officars fnced each other.

Y\Well, what do you make of (L3
the Superintendent askoed.

Hylton alook ks head. “T honoatly.
don'e know what to make of It. Ha
mint bo lying of eourse, hut why ™

“Why alionld he go to all this
trotdbhls to et

“Dammit all that's just what I'm
asking.”
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“Unless he roally Is meared that
White saw him thers then”

"But Whita wasn't thera then,
that's the whole point; he dido't
got to the housa until wall after nine,
wa know thet.,”

“No, that'a right Inspector, | won-
dar it White has had any dealings
with Durley hefore—had him up for
vagrancy or anything?"

“He didn't say so last night, but
It's possible.”

"Do you know, Inspector, [ can't
help thinking that fellow Is tailing
the truth, somehow."

“Who, Durley?" Hylton laughed.
“Well, to put your mind to rest I'll
go straight back to White and msea
what he says phout the whole thing."

“Well, mayba that's best. Shall I
order the car for you?"

Hylton stopped the car at the
Hoops and gant [t back from there.
He waa foeling so ravenously hun-
gry that he declded his interview
with Sorgeant White could ba post-
poned for twenly minutes. This In-
terval was put to excellent use in
the back room at the Hoops and it
was & mora cheerful Hylton who set
out on foot later for tha Pollee Cot-
tage.

Reflection durlng his meal time
had made It mora evident than ever
to him that Alf Durley's tale (for
some {nperutable rensvy boat known
to that strange (ndlvidual) must be
n tisaue of e, Men usinlly lle from
vanlty or fright, the Inspoctor knew,
Yanity is n guantity so incaleulable
that It admits of no ressoning: but it
Alt Durley «was lylng from fright,
what was he really frightansd of?

Hylton sinceraly hoped that White
dld know something about the man,
for more, eorthinly, would have Lo
come to llght befora they could be
satisfind. All thin wont forwary on
the surface of his mind; undernanih,
alded by the fecling of eansn consus
quent upon good food and lobaeco,
wita' the comforinble thought that
when (he Durley businons wan dis-
posed of a gama of chess with Ser-
goant White would ba a very plens-
ant thing,

No llght was showing In fron: so
the Inspector made his way round
to the back. All'this, too, was In dark-
ness, rather to his surprlse—sur-
prine which was inereaned connidar-
ably when on making to knock on
the kitehen door he found It to ba
ajar,

I E FELT cerinin that the house

wonld hardly ba left unlocked
with nobody in It and pushing the
door wide apen he stepped inslde
and ealled *“White"

His voles ran round the little
kitchen and dled away In'the dark
Interior of tha entlags, There was
no anawer; hut the Inspeclor stand.
Ing there on tho throsholdl of the
dark kitehen got the dlstinet im-
proaslon  that womothing moved
near him,

Onca again he oallod out “White"
and once agaln thers was no ane
awor; ho took an undecided pace
into the kitehen to Invostigate and
then abruptly stopped, His step had
brought his face Into contuct wihh
domathing twixt floor and celling
which gave at his touch. In complote
bowildormont he put up his hand to
examine this unexpectod abloot, nnd
found that It swung away from him
with a ponderous facility, His fingers
oncountersd the ronghness of serga
cloth, the smooth roundnesa of a
hutton,

“What the davil—" ho muttarsd to
himeelt and then suddenly stopped
I a eold swoat of horror and fear.

"Gou," he swore stupldly to him-
self and without more ado backed
away until he hit the kitchen wall
and hix hand stimbled on the elec
trie lght switch.

The nierciloss yellow eMclency 1t
up the small kitehon, The table had
besn pustied, or kicked, to one side,
and what now adorned the centre of
the room was the hody of Sergeant
Jnmes White dependent by a atont
placa of rops trom a tle rod that ran
clone to the colllng

Sorgeant Jamea Whito's face was
not a protty sight to look at; it was
the faco of & man who has deliber
ately choked himsolf to death by
alow strapguliation—which 1 what
aven the moat skillful of sell hang:
Ings amounta to. Hia hands ware
handeaffed In frout of his body. On
the kitchen tahble, welghted down
by a long, sharp bread knlte lny aoma
sheals of papar, the top ons In
peribod,
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