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Chapter 18
GAY PARADISE

RIS never had seen & platinum

blonde before, except In & movie.
Blgrid's natarally yellow balr had
beon made almost sliver; her brows
snd lsshes had besn done with the
conventional mascara. Aunt Ella
would have called her “actressy”
except for her quick fnrlh.rlxhtnul
of gesture nnd manner.

Phina introduced them formally.

“Where (s Mrs. Russell?™ Iris
ssked to break the moment's tension.

“Oh, she {sn't staying,” Phisa
sald.

“[ do oot think she will aver be
worth the troubtls Miss Phins put
upon her,” Bigrid sald.

Bhe had no forelgn accent, but &
slight insecouracy about the proper
valuation of words and the right
elislons. Her lotonatlons were a
ittle flat and vaguely wrong, alsp—
but It was so {ntangible that Irls
eould only feel that it waa & plty one
fiaw marred the girl's perfection.
Bho was so beautiful, snd so ob-
viously Intelligont and charming.
8ha looked no more than sixtesn,

“I'suppose It |s & part of the work,
but when fat women ery on me |
want to give them a kick in the
pante.”

Hor dolllike childish besuty and
high cool childish voles mads her
rough words Irreslstibly fuony.
Owen laughed out with a look of pro-
prietorship and pride.

“Mrs. Russell. I8 my very good
friend,” Phioa sald, at which Bigrid

lifted & blask line of eyebrow mock- | *

ingly. Forlunately dinner was an:
nolinced.

To plainly reared Irls It looksd
like = party. Ths four tall esndle-
sticks, with yellow candles matching

yellow roses In & low translucent
bowl. the lnce runnars, the low glass
nut dishes matehing the bowl for the
rones, Bul |t wan, ahs knew, Phioa's
normal state. What might seem cas
ual charm was careful correctnoss.
Irls loved boanty and order, and It
soothed and delighted hes.

The litle dining room had desp
silvercloth draperies, hiding the
windows and making all ons wall; it
bad odd geomatric silver lights,
angular ailver chalre, You falt as it
you ware living In & pattern, not a
real, tossad-about place. You wanted
to step and speak ke a girl In &
pageant.

The courses followed cersmoni:
oualy; clear tomato soup, & mousss
of finh, pean and broceoll passed in
& slivar dish with two compartments.
Then' endlve with something curly
which proved to be ehleory and a
tingling Roquetort dressing.

Finally for deasert a dish of fruft
Irls had thought wax, it was 5o beau.
titul, which had been standing on
the oddplaned elde-table; and
cholee of choase and blacults, passsd
on & big sliver dlsh of & sort Irls re-
ealled put away at home, and a mys-
tary till now. Coffes in small golden
eups,

“Tired, Iria?" Phina asked whan
dinner was two-ibirds over, "Or do
Fou want to go to a show 1"

Theaters, as eanually an that?

“I'd lova 1t1*

*Get the paper, Honora—" and
Phloa read down the list, discarding
this ons and that. Bhe patiled on s
revus, finally, that Irls “must see.”
Honora telephoned an agency; 1t
was all arranged In five minutes.

"IRIB will have to use my black vel-
vol caps and the bag with It 1
bavon't her evening. wrapa yet"
FPhloa sald, with more serlousness
than she had ussd on all the rest to-
gother. Her volos implisd the des
fmportance of evening *vraps an
the bhags which matched them.

Sigrid, too, looked sarfous. Irls
thought 1t was b.cause of thalr busi
ness, but sbe discovered later that
most women felt that «way,

Honora cams with Phioa's gold
and fur coat and btag mnd long
gloves, Bho harsell waa glven the
black valvel eapn, & ahort thing with
lobg tes, Sigrid slipped loto soine-
thing that had hesn lving across a
chinir: Owaon was given his overcoat,
folding aflk hat, gloves and cane.

They entored the mysterious door
to the elavator, and wara off. It was
all pure epchastment to Irls—bar
first New York theater. When ahe
told Phina, ber aunt was shocked.

“Owen, you must soe to that, Make
ont & list of rovivals aha must ses,
and by her lcfl!l to plays she should
knn'u' about”

"All right.™ They ware sattling
thamselvdn in the taxi, by a known

i- + | routine: the giris one each elds of

Phion. Owen on tha folding seat in
froot.
“I can't got over the casual way

|¥ou usa taxis,” Irls couldn't help

saying.

“The limousine's no good for the
theater district,” sald Owen, sbove
bis cupped hands, manipulating his
lighter. “In fact, no private car {s*

“Well, I ke the feallog that if
you have your car down thers the
taxi people have to walt,” sald Sig
rid pertly.

“You could have the runabout”
sald Owan hastily, as If to check
somsthing Phina was golug to say.
Irls folt dimly that .Owen was ner
vous when the two women were
talking., And yst they worked to
gethnr,

And the vague fesling of antagon:

Ism was dimmed by the falryials in-
ferencs; two cars, avidently, Owen's
runabout sod Phioa's limousine.
\Was she & greedy pig to lke it that
faxls wers a commonplace, and
lmousines and runabouts a casual
possession? ., ,
And then they entered the warm
white nnd gold brillfanecs of the the
ater lobby; thore were liitle usher
girls in gay costumes lke Fronch
cadets; the parly swept forward
down the alsle to orcheptra seats;
the orchestra bagan playing hoaven
Iy meorry dancing musle; the cur
taln pressntly rose on a stage full
of slim beautitul girls {0 long rose
colored gowne, leaping and lnugh
Ing with exquisite precision.

The' long lovely curves of the
dance, the light and color nnd musle,
8o moved Irls that ber eyes filled
with tears. She hoped they didnt sse
her, and presently she was laughing
with ths rest. She did oot know that
the others watch her with amussd
pleasurs at her frank rapture.
“I'm_dying for a cigaret,” Gigrid
said, at the end of the first act.
“Come on out o 'the lobhy.”

ES, you go, Irls, 1'll stay hers,”
sald Phina, who looked a lttle
tired after her trip. After all, she
was human, So the young ones, Iris,
In her black and rose, alight and ex:
clited, small Bigrid with her silvary
hoad, Owen, alow and casual,
elimbed over thres stout sutky {m-
mavahle woman and down the alale
to the gorgeous lobhy. The smoke
waa thlek, Bomabody finally o |
the front doors, latiing Io a gust of
spring air,

“Ob, that's good¥ Irfs sald thank
tully, supposing she was next Owen.

“You bat, baby!" sald the man be
slde hier, and she tound sha was look:

tri-[ing at the red.headed Dicky who

had tried to make friends with her
on tha chalr car that afternoon. His
party had evidently also doclded to
end the eveolng at thls, the mont
popular of the revies.

“Wa meat agaln!™ sald he, with
& hand on his shirt froot. *Who's
'the platinum blonde? You kept hor
from me.”

“Slgrid Swonson. The pame s
Bwadish, so you needn't wisecrack,
beautiful” sald Sigrid for hersalf
behind Irls. "Aud yoil, young strang-
or?™
"“Dicky Hamiltog. The name Is
Crechoslovakian. Clgaret?”

“Sure, I'm nonchalant. Been yon
somewhere lately. No, I'm not try-
log to make you. [ 414."

“Yep, that's right, I remember tha
silvar whesls. But 1 don't know
where, Where 1 saw the othor one
was on the traln coming over from
Philly this p. m. from the game, 1
was just getting her mold on the
Eang when Allan pulled me off har—
crab he I8, Heay, 1 know. Phina
Woeatherloy's. Geargla Dialr dragged
ma In thers lnst week.”

"That's right, I'm tha junior part
ner,” sald Bigrid: which impressed
Dicky, or at Jeast he sloppad talking
long enough for her to contlnue.
“Irfs Is her nlece, Owen's her
naphew—Phina's."

Owen waa baside the two girls,
Ustenlng to Sigrid's quick patter of
talk with something of Uncle Will's
detached sarenity. The hanudsome
nutcracker face, black-eyed, bright.
palnted, black-banged, of the girl
ealled Ceorgla pushed 1o bealde
Dicky's, Hor red dress, hor spatter
of glttering sarrings nad neoklnce
aud elips and borkles all focused on
Owen,

"Wa saw you both” she sald with
emphatle friendliness. “You never
waked all the way across, Do you
always sleap Hke that?™ She bad n
sharp possesslve charm when shae
smlled.

“Curtaln's golog up.™ sald the conl
voles of the tall man Allkg from he
hicd the rest. He and Iris amiled at
each other like friends Georgla
pullad trom the other groups as they
widened apart, putting a thin glitter
Ing band on Owen's arm.

I, Marparet Wad

domir )

(Codsrighs, 1911

Trin, & littie daxed, In sbill whirl.
ing tomarrow.
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STRANGE AS IT SEEMS—By JOHN HIX
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YEARS WATER,
e . ESTRANGED FROM WIS WIFE,
DANKS DIED ALONE N A

CHERP

WHI
DIED QUT IN
DUSTRAAAN DISTRICT i
PECHUSE THER
WERENo CATS

OF Hi5 SONG IN His HP»ND/

ToMMmY
HITCHCOCH Jn,
HAs BEEN RATED
A [0-GOAL Warfs FOR FRIEND WHOS  HEARS. A HONK OUfT-
HBNDICAP BOING 10 SToP FOR HER N SIDE AND DRSH
fOR |3 HERCAR 10 TAKE HER 1
YERRS u 44E BRIDGE QLUB

BACKING ODT OF HI5
DRIVEWAY ' 1ERVALS

H-15

PEERS OUf. SEES 'S THE  HERRS ANOTHER HONK
MAN ACR0SS THE STREET BUT WAMS UNTIL If HAS THE NEIGHBORHOOD CHIL:
BEEN REPEATED AT IN-

(Copyright 1636, by Tho Bell Syadicals Toc)

N6 CAR THERE . SUPPOSES
E5 OUf I WRS THAT DELIVERY
TRUCK TURNING THE CORNER

S115 DOWN REAIN UNTIL A
W0 OR THREE SHORT
HONRS SOUND

DECIDES H'5 LESS WEAR~

NG 10 WAIT 0UT ON THE

5T00P EVEN IF SHE 1S
coip

RUSHES OUT. FINDS IT'S

DREN PLAYING WiTH THE
HORN OF THE CAR NEF{ DOOR.

SR

MONf’ THE GOLD

Hg‘éﬁ}g‘;ﬁ%ﬁm S'MATTER POP—
1o BAPRESS LNDYING LOove

F'OR 3153 U.HFE:. e

ROOMING HOUSE, A COPY

~[703-

Btronge as {t ssemas the
growth of whita clover Ia often de-
pendent Upon the presence of cata in
the vicinity. The strangs chain of
interdependency of various forms of
plant and animal life waa related by
Darwin. Clover, he poinitsd out, s
depandent upan the presance of
bumblebees becalisa they carry the
pollen from one flower to spother
and thus fertilizse the crop,

If the beea are to flouriah, there
must not be (oo many mice, for
mice desiroy beex’ nesta. Thus, tha
mate mlce, tha fawer the beea and
the pocrer the clover. If. however,
there ara plenty of cata, there will
be fawer mire, more bees, and batter
clover. One area Iin Australis had a
wlover fallure becauss there were nop
epough cata ta destroy the mice

Clover Is not native to Australla,
and befors |t could succeasfully ba
grown thers, bumblebees had to be
Imported.

The wordm to “5
Amnng the Gold" wers bought for
#3.00 by the composer, HMart Peass
Danks, and set to mualoc by him;
Although the asong became one of
the blggest mallérs of all vime, it was
composed by Danka as a tributa to
the love he felt for hin wile.

Sliver Thrends

QUALITY

FLAVOR AND

Tot, ptrange as it scems, this mov-
ing song of undying love could not
preserve the compaser's own happl-
ness. Within s year after it becamao
|n puocess he and his wife becamas
estranged, Thirty years later Danks
was found desd, alome In a cheap
rooming houss—nls immaortal song
clutched in one hand, Across it was
written an unfinished Iast message:
“It I8 hard to die alone and . . . "

A polo player who mtea s 10-goal
bandleap (s conatdered theorsiically
perfect. Hitchootk waa given this
mting 13 timea.

Tomorrow: Town of &
ménts.

Goverms
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TAILEPIN TOMMY—Caught—By the ‘'Invisible Hand!"'

By 0. M, PAYNE Y

1F 1 HAD EARS
s Bis AND
I'D FLOPPUM,

CouLd ] FLY

QLI

G,

By HAL FORREST

hd O

SPEED'S PLANE

i A = =
THAT'S STRANGEZ.. INSTRUMENTS ONAY
BUT I'VE GOT LOST COMPRESSION...
MD STILL TURMING UP RULL REVS

HER/ HEHZ,. HE 15 LIKE A FLY...IN |
A SPIDERS WEB...
1 \%

WAS ABOUT TO
PART DOWH
UPON THE TERROR
Of THE SKY, .4"1
UNSEEN HAHD
SEEMED TO
REACH OUT ARD
GRASP HIS OWN
SHIP... PRAGGING
IT POWN 10
EARTH....

412

BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER—Telling All

>~ ONE LITTLE TWIST OF m'
HAND... AND | COULD SEND HIM INTO
e ETERNTY... | A% TEMPTED..

CANADIAN WHEAT
STOCKS FAR DOWN

OTTAWA, J\T\“H 18 — (AP —8tlocks |
of whamt In Cansda on March M
werm mbaoud a'.’(\tmrhm buahels below
the corresponding dale last  year
sald & crop report (msied today h;r
ihe dominlon bhureau of statiatics

nual  ptockhniders

Stocks st the end of Murch In| ‘ =
Cannda. were given as 940,089880 | TUf Tlocesvily @ relscted, we will
ADA & Year ngo At 28308910 | have the greatsst bustiess Boam

The 1038 figure wan the lnﬂnlj'nl" history of the
for that data af any fear ainoe |won't say how Dlg » At s wil
190 when the total waa 238,840 a7 | have aftes
bushels, Tn sddition to the socks of | If & Reput ae g ale
Canadian whaat in Canada ab March | wot't have s bl a
81 laat, thare were 164358145 bushels | aiso 1 have ot

of Canadlan wheat in the United
Biates making the toial In boih
countries 202488084 buahialy as Com.
pared with J70.040.330 in the same
positions & year ago.

‘BUUM PREDICTED
IFF.

JEREEY COITY. N J Aje
| (AP
lﬂu & Paper

Alexandsr Calder. fireald

| T
creass 1N
300,000  ab
and all of one <lhe

shareds now oulslanding

R, RETAINED

e ] l_\h. |
/HOLD oN NOW, CAUGE M L
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~TWO WEEKS LATEK THEY NABBED

/~FOR THEIR EXPERWENTS/
ANCOTHER ONE AN HUSTLED HIM

THEN GHOT THE FIRST ONE

OFF IN A ROCKET A MONTH

AGO— HE A\NT COME /
o BACK /

NEITHER- BUT THE THIRD
ONE, AN'HE LEFT AWEEK

iy

INTO A GUPER-SPEEDER-HE AINT BACK,,

<© THE BIRD THAT LANDED BACK.

HERE TONIGHT, AN’ OLGA SAVE SHES
SURE HE'S BEEN ALL THE WAY TO

ANOTHER WORLD OR

PLANET OR GOMETHIN'/

SWNI AN ORTICN OW \
LAMD HERE AND "-‘.
PREPARETD 0 :::EQ YO

HAMNDSOME o= ol A L-‘-.-J"\..

[/ { HANDSOME “aom- 14
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