Radio Traffic Court Material Aid In Safety Campaign

Judge's ‘Guests
On'Amateur Hour
Broadcast Alibis

By Joe Custer

ADIOS strangest
hour'
In which the “master o core
aonles’ can put you In fuil
Where ‘guest artists weeopl
‘inyitations” with reiuctance.

‘mateur

And where “awirds’ are apt to
be (1) compulbory schooling, (24
tempornry restenint of freedom
(31 lows of money or (41 any of
these combinntions

Such s the “wmateur hou' con
ducted over the San Jowse ( Calif.
tadio station cach Monday wfter
noon, o festure that in a year's
time has captured the interest of
a vast Western audience

It emnnates [rom the inner re
cesses of Lhe grim twosstory, red
brick bullding that s the Clty
Hull On the tret poor direetly
above the hascment prison, In the
police. court - and rudio’s strange
program of amiteur “talent' s
enhcted before His Honor, the Po
Hea Judge!

UT if the otficial vench 15 for
B bidding, His Honor appenrs
anything but, Tall, lean, athletic

~he played football and rughy st
Santa Clarn University, and he
holds his own today with the city's
best  handball artists Judge
Perey O'Connor's Irish blue eyes
twinkle down at his “guests” on
the program

He In soft-volced and sympn
thetie, but he ean be firm and se
yore,

He 1s conducting nis “Traffic
Court of the Al inwhich actui!
cases gre broadeast. Thousands
listen, aa lettors to the statlon in
dicate, and In his fles Judge
' Connor has hundreds of commu
pications secking information
second gueasing his decialons, or
offering Hustrations of how this
novel presentation proved of bene-
fit

It 15 a teklish spot for the
Jdge, this broadeasting, There In
no recalling of ela or words
and thousands judge the judge as
they are gathored about thelr ra-
dios;

The vistor crowds his way into
n eangosted courtroom, filled prin
cipally with “performers” who

Specders and other tratlic

ducted ~daily by

well the tungmmentid tnw of ra-
dia "No dead spots!™

K MOVES the converfsation
H nlong briskly, and he keoepn
the air lanes hun g He 5
his unseen audience o show while
he dispenses justios, angd his pro-

' gram han rapldly grown to be

eome n leading “best seller”

He (8 not without o Reon Sensh
of humor, und hie loses few oppoy
Lunities o' capitalize on an open-
Ing that results in a chuckle or

two ‘

Thy witoess, cnnrgen  with
apeading, a third offense. has been

violators receive emphatic warning
from the unique police court broadcast at San Jose, Caiif., con-
Police Judge Percy O'Connor. Judge O'Connor,
ahown at his courtroom microphone, conducts an “amateur hour" that
s bringing results in cutting down San Jose's traffic violations

drives the

messnge nome, not

Whet

only to the accused, bul to the
thousands listening in

It in the opportunity to remach
an unlimited nudience that makes
Iadge O'Connor's *“Traflic Court
of the Air®” rulfitl his purpose—to
make people “Safety Consclous"

he progriom s fundamentally
e eduentional purposes, and the
trick of capturing witlespread in-
terest Hes in the Juilge's :lln]l'l!} to
provide some semblance of enter-

alnment, paving the way for tn
messnges he endeavors to convey
r the ordeal of lmagnificd
publicity 18 especially trying to
hlx “guests” or not. Judge O'Con-
nor I8 unconcerned; if the pub-
licity muakes them more cureful in
the future, he feels the program
has been well warth while.

Ine proadceast nas resultea s
uther surprising servicea, Loo
There was a feminine driver, lor
instance, who declared she was
unuhle to pay a tine, and “‘couldn't
really afford to opertite a car; I'd
£ell it at the first opportunity.
She was startled when two tele
phone calls offering to buy the car

cieme in while she was otill dis
cusning the matter in court

A mtickler for justioe bul w Drn
ever |n tempering (1 with
mercy if he 8 convinced the Giksd
warrants {1, the judge linos
tentes ar reprimands in
nately and speedily. Letters up
plaigd his fairness and his ho
manity

A Stanforg umiversity mw stu
dent was advized that “an impdr
tant principle of a law career Iy
to appear in court only as n rep
resentative of sameons else, and
not on vour own behalf” and then
his penalty was adjudg
portion Lo his meager finatces

One of Judge O'Connor’s favor
ite sentences (s compulsory al
tendance at a “"traflic s¢hool,” In
which violators nr htened on
traffic lnws, und the nan ex
Wmination to ascertain the extont
of their added educatiom

A

seriml

od In pro

court broadeast with a 15
minute period “Traffic School of
the Alr" program. during which
he answers questions submitted
hy his listeners, ndvises on traffic
problems, and reviews recent ac
cldents, explair ww they might
have heen avold

He was rather surprised ot the

JL'['UK Q'CONNOI tollows Lhe

Trathc "School of
Arr (es Drivers
Practical Adwce

tin mudl” response o the follows- 4

ing incldent in his eourt

.‘.i‘ln- violator was decidedly @
1orlegn-appenring igdividual, and
Jidge O'Connor suspected that he
could neither read nor write. The
violation was dimegurding an ar
terial’ “stop" #Ign

“Why, | don't bilieve you could
reliel what it said on that si y
the judge remarked “Are
POSITIVE vou can read®”

‘Bure!”

WWell. wa'll give you a little test
inyway, to make sure"

Judge O'Connor's eycs fell o
the large black lettering on his «
fice door, “POLICE JUDGE™

“Whant docs thut suy do yoo
Know?"

The forcigner stared for 8 long
minute

‘Bure!

For another
peered Intently

N . what dpes it sgay ™

long minute he

‘It v, the defendantl an-
swered trdumphantly, "STOP!"

FOOD, NOT STARS,
r : FORETELLS FUTURE
“Don’ts” From The OF YOUR CHILD

. . HWhat will m\'“rhlhl he ke five

R a d I 0 Po | l ( e I u d g e —— vl |l-‘llllll'!Ill;“:'-l.‘lI 1:' aneclont 'lllli\'.“

DON'T DRINK If you are driving, bul salanee oG
DON'T DRIVE If you are drinking.

the future by somothing more re-
Hable—{food!

Given the correct dlet, your boy
or girl can normoelly expect 1o grow
up healthy, well developed, equip-
pod to be a vietor in the battle of
Hte, Medlenl authorities ngroe that
an adequate gupply. of Vitamin B,
the appetite and growth vitamin,
In essontial. University of Califor-
nin tests showed that ehildren fed
t germ, rich In Vitamin B,
goined three times as fost s othor
children,

Wheat germ (heart of the grain)
Is n rare food substance requiring
# buahel of wheat to produce an
aunee. The sanie wheat germ used

DON'T drive at a speed Inconslstent with the hazards of rond-
bod and viaibility.

DON'T FOLLOW other vehicies too cloaely,
DON'T FAIL to stop at all “Stop” signas
DON'T JUMP traffic lignta

DONY TRY TO PABS unleas you have mithelent sphce
DON'T BACK UP without knowing the way s clear
DON'T TRY TO PASS on n curve

PON"T hamnd sgnals when turning

FAILL to give praper

in universnity esis 5 now being
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DON'T WORRY about the right of wiv GIVE IT TO THE The result | oreal paturally
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