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RANCH MYSTERY
A Story For Children rl
By Paula Norton

When Beth came out West to
spomd @ few monthas on  her
Unele's cattle ranch she cxpacted
thimga would be pretty dull, In-
atead ahe found herself helping
Kar Uncle and hia aons, Ron and
Tim, to find the gang of men who
had boen rulding the ranck and
atealing cattle.

It looked, for awhile, aa though
Unele Walter was to be driven
from hia land. Then Beth dia-
oovered that the very man who
\oas wrging her Uncle to aell and
fet ouf, was the man who hod
rome on aeveral aecrel trips to
the ranch. (Beth found a rowel,
loat from his spur, in a posture,)
The very deadline day for the sole
fand Uncle Walter waa tempted
fo be rid of the hard-luck ranch),
il was discovered in the pasture
where drillers had been soeking
water.

Chapter 12

FTER the discovery of oll on

Uncle Walter's ranch, no one
seemed to settle down to normal
living. Ron and Tim couldn't be
dragged away from the activity
at the well, They had to see all
the “doings" and they asked n

and he told his foreman he'd write
to him from the East.”

“That's okay with us' mur-
mured Tim "“We'll be here when
he DOES come back."

All this while Aunt Mary had
been watching the girl. Now ahe
lsaned ncroas and Look her hand,
"Beoth | wotld you Hke to go
back und bring your mother out
here? Don't you think & little
vacation would be good for her,
too T

Beth was apeechlemss with happl-
ness, She did want to see her
mother, yet she hated having to
leave the ranch. But, the thought
suddenly occured to her, it would
cost & great deal for such a trip
and mother needed all the lttle
she made.

“I know what vou're thinking,
Beth," smiled her uncle. "You for-
get we aln't poor ranchers any
more. We'll fix you up with
money, and THA'T, by the way, in
the nicest speech I ever mide."”

ETH flew around the table
B and clapsed her brown arma
the shoulders,

around man's

“You're the vary best man in the
whole world, Uncle Walter,"” She
could think of nothing that ex-

ol

milllon questions and had to be
forced to do the chores at the
barn,

Ranchers came from far and
nenr and the town people Kept
the road dustelouded. The place
was flled with the rumble and
rattle of cars,

At the end of the second week,
however, the excitement died
down, and one night the family
sat nt the table long after suppor
was over., Beth had had a lelter
from her mother that dey,

“I think your mama misses you

n lot, honey," sald Uncle Waller,
"Would you llke to go back
now "

“T ke it here so much, Uncle,"
siald Beth. Everyone looked at hor
and they nolleed for the first
time that she wis a very different
girl from the Beth who had come
io them only & few months ago.
She had filled out and she was ns
tan and healthy looking as elther
of tha hoya,

Beth didn't exactly like the
prospect of leaving all this great
country that she had grown to
love. She changed the subject,

“Funny about those initials in
the Almanac, wasn't it? Fellow
of the Geological Soclety, huh?
No wonder Mort Russell knew
there was SOMETHING on this
ritnel besides snge brush."

“Did Clnude have anything to
sny nbout Mort today?" nsked
Ron

“Yes," answered Beth. “He sald
Mort left the day the oll came In

pressed her feeling more truth-
fully, *

Three days later Beth waved
good-bye to her Aunt and Uncle,
Back she rode along the same
roud she hnd traveled with Tim
and Ron on that first far distant
morning. Tim and Ron were with
her now and there was no shy-
ness; rather there wik a flood of
rimbling chatter. Plans wore
mude for Beth's return, planas for
her mother, plans for the things
they'd do for Claude (maybe buy
him n new horse and rig). Ron
suggested a mail-plane for him,
but he wis hooted down.

When Beth boarded the train,
happy to leave because ahe knew
she would return soon, happy to
feel the secure feeling of the
money her Uncle had given her
(earried in & little bag around her
noeck).

As ahe climbed up the steps of
the pullman car, she turned to
Tim and said, “This time I'll eat
every meal in the dining car, and
if there Is any boy or gir] travel-
ing alone on the train 'l take
them in Lo eat with me." She still
remembered the Aatness of the
box lunch on her trip oul

She ran to the rear platform
of the train and waved untll the
little station and the boys were
tiny specks in the distant haze
She did not have the lonoly feel-
ing she had had when she left the
Hasl, because she was coming
back, soon.

(The End)
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SHELL MOUSE TRAP

HERE was & strange case of
Tuu.nm--nmrhlng in Perry, N. Y.,
the other day. It seems Silas Stev-
ens left some oysters In his cellar
to keep coul. One of those oysters
must have been pretty netive, for
when Stevens retu d to the cel-
lar to get his oyster supper, he
found one oyster had caught two
mice, The mice wore detd, caught
in the ovster shell
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SHIPWRECK

Wea all know the old saying,
“Rats will alwayas desert a sink-
ing ship." But such was not the
case with a litte orew of three
cats abonred the Greek steamer
Slefanos Cosfomenis

When Lthe sailora were ready to
leave the sfnking ship, they lnoked
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for thelr cal mascols. They could
not be found. The cuts hid some-

where on the vessel and went
down with the craft
L
POLICE DOGS
I'he headguarters for Lenined
police dogs = In Munich, Ger-
many. The dogs nre rrall\ -.l\rp

herds. Captain Max vor
itz formed the Society of
Shepherds A1 years ago

Now

there are hranches of this society
all over the world
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FIREFLIES

Fivefliea are not just a pretty

gight In the summer twilight in
Japan and China. There they are
an wrtant in ‘.l_'. In them

selves. Expert firefly catchern are
hired, and some of 1!.-'M' Wo
have been known to catch any 13
as 3000 in a night. The fMiea are

used in the manufectureof drupgs
in the Onent Firefly grease Is
used 1o make bamboo wood rigid
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By way of magnificent Oregon hignways, tourists journey to the unexcelled playgrounds of the
Northwest. Above are two typical Oregon scenes, Top, skilng on Mount Hood. Lower, horssback
riding along Cannon Beach at Haystack Rock. This is one of the renowned Oregon public beaches.

PAPUA MEDICS
EW GUINEA recently wel-
comed home & group of
native doctors—18 medical stu-
dents who completed thelr medi-
cal eoursea at Sldney University,
Australia. Educated, sclentific,
thiese children and grandchildren
of wild hesd hunters, formed
themeelves into the world's first
Medical Scout Troop. In their
rogulation Scout uniforms, they
will invade the troplcal New
Guinea jungles, bring modern
medical knowledge to thelr race.
Which Is only fair: when civi-
lization takes diseass to the primi-
tive tribes, it can do no leas than
cure {t.

1, HIGH filers—how nare all
H your happy landings?

Just looking over & couple of
issuen of "Plane Talk," the little
weskly publication of the U, B. B.
Sarntoga—the alreraft carrier, in
case you get it mixed up with
some ordinary run-of-the-mine
battle wagon.

Here's n table explaining the
Navy's way of marking her alr-
planes from "“Plane Talk," Maybe
it will come in bandy in identify-
Ing a squpdron some day:

V Is for Heavier than Alr  V

H ia for Ambulance VH
O {s for Observation vo
F |a for Fighting VK
T is for Torpedo and
Bombing vT
8 s for Scouting Vs
P is for Patrol vP
N is for Training VN
B iz for Bombing VB
R ia for Tranaport VR

Army 4dentification initinls dif-
fer considerably from those of the

Navy, so don't get them mixed
up
EING in pretty much of a

spring feverish mood today,
we'll shirk loo much work and
dig up some dope

Well, first thing on the list
seciis Lo be an lem that came
to mind while wo were scanning
some old photos the other day
Everyone hangs “pants” on the
undercarringe these days to out
down  wind resistancs  through
strenmlining. But ItU's not » new
stunt, as usunl!

The 1811 model of the Gastam:
blde nnd Mengin Antoinette mon.
oplane had "pants’” in addition
to complete enclosure and inter-

nally braced wings. It was pr
duced for the French Military
trinls—and we imagine, just off-
hand. that all the wise Ilads

hooted at 1t
And then here'a another cur
sity from Ruswin-the folding
glider Yep, the lndn wiraply lug
{ ampsoried bandies o the

nenreat hill, stick

the hinged fu-

ngs ole . inside a flock

and take off. And did

they have twosplire

Let's poe now- hiti, how nboul

o get In

looping ©

Pilots do It

VIENNESE SYMBOL

HROUGH revolution and hard-

ship, Viennn folk keep thelr
joy in Uving. A short street car
ride from Viennn takes you to
Grinzing, where every season Lthe
making of new wine Is an excuse
for a featlval, Wine growers ure
privileged to sell wine without
leenses In thelr own gardens,
without Interference of whatever
government may be In power. To
indicate the elixer of life which
they offer, a amall bush s fus-
tened to the door of the home,
Viennese say of this quaint sym-
bal, “Die Herr Gott steckt die
Hand Hieraus"' — o1, “The Mr.
God puts His Hand about Here!"
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By Don Roberts

shape for breakfast nowadays.
The spectators nearly dropped
dead in Beptember of 1913 when,
at Issy, France, Pegoud made the
firnt Intentional loop. Bhortly aft-
erward, Anthony Fokker became
the first Germnn to do the trick.
It's really easy—and quite & safe,
as well as useless, manouver,

In Loa Angeles, the Cornellus
Yfree wing" experimental mono-
plane s fying nll around the
pince. The ship has no ailerons;
wings are hung to the fuselage
in such & way that they rock
back and forth, thereby keeplng
themnelves and the ship on an
even keel,

Germany s now testing her
newest Zeppelin, deaigned for
regular trans-Atlantic passenger
fiights, and soon will start con-
struction on a “aister” for the
same purpose. (But the United
States still has the only helium
gas  nvailable in  corhimercial
quantities. )

While United States airlines
did an aboul-face by culting
down the slze und shape of com-
mercial liners, as well as the
number of motors, foreign coun-
trien still go In for three and four
maotored  jobs, We were lucky
enough to got n olose-up view of
the Juiikers all-metal transport,
“Yon Hindenturg," In Berlin,
Double wheels on the landing
gear nre n couple of feel taller
than a six-fool man Four mo-
tored, it cnrries 50 piussengers,
(But has conslderably leas speed
than, say, the Roelng., Douglns.
oo, In une here)

N MEXICO, none but Mexienn
l horn pllots may Ay the alriin-
That put a Jot of American
but it's w

ors
pionears out of work
Eovernment order:

30 you know what is meant by
“pulling up to § G in speaking
of teating an army or navy ship *

The "“G'a" represent. the foroe
of gravity, and at nine “G's”
there's nine times more weight on
the wings than in normal Alght
s no cineh, that test plloting

Militacy jobs are dived Lo “ter
minal  velocity,” which means
stensply a= they'll go, then
|-u.'rd rply untll the “p
G miark In resched
strain on the plane
too, on the pilot

an fa

oul Al
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New Nasturtium Strain,
‘Gleam’, Brings Renewed
Prominence to Flower

Break From Old Types Improves Plants, Increases

Their Beauty and Even

Gives Them Perfume!

By Cecil Solly

URING the lnst four years
D the advent of & new member
to thoe nasturtium family has
brought this
much-used, but
much-nbused,
plant Into
prominence
agaln.

This new
mtrain, com-
monly known
ns "Gleam," is
adistinet
break from the
types that our
grandfathers
and groat-
grandmothers
Jnew.

It Is moat
amazing that such & break could
have been made all at once, the
wiy (U han. Just study the de.
seription of thin new type, Hvary

Cecll Solly

_color that the nasturtium family

known in now found in the varie-
tien and hybrids that are fast be-
coming fixed. The fowers are in-

" tenwoly doubled. They stand well

above the follage, Wn advantage
which alone would malee It well
worth while. Added to their won-
derful form and attractiveness is
the fact that this new strain in
quite strongly perfumed, If you
can compire Its odor with that
of the older types you will realize
how good It s

What a plant to suffer the harah
trentment that [a usually meted
out to it! Who ever thinks to
study whers and how nasturtiuma
should be planted? No! Just drop

on 18 an Intéresting planet
full of varioly, full of obsourities.
So much about it is still un-
known, and explorers will be buay
forever stumbling Into new dis:
covarien cvery year,

THIS spinning ocarth you live

You can mock ut geologists
say that they tell the age of fos-
slls by the nge of the rock con-
taining them, and the age of the
rock by the eon when the fosail
flourished. Like other professions,
the study of the comparatively
new world I8 nlso new —-we're
eontinually finding uncomfortable
facts to blast old theories.

THEORY VS, FACT

are the basis of a grand argu-
ment. One excellent theory ac-
counta for the formation of moun-
tain ranges: our two-hilllon yenr
old earth cooled off and grew
solid—on the outside. As the In-
slde becume cooler and cooler, It
contritcted, leaving o vast angl
falrly thin erust—a kind of mus-
pended arch without pillars to
sent upon. Simple guring showsd
that this crust cracked wide open
from time to time—nettling down
to relleve the strain. The process
hiappened again and again, until
once more It collnpsed, Some
saven great crumblings have heen
traced, which left in their walke
—mountains and vallays. 5o eas-
lly and satistactorily are heights
and depths accounted for In the-
ory.

But facts hiuve u hubit of be
Ing stubborn — in this case the
fact of the Pacific Ocean, cover-
Ing about Half of the earth’'s mur-
face. Its mize doesn't 0L ut all
neatly with the ‘“contructing
crumt” theory, It len't always wise
to doubt necepted text-book lawn

but here goes! Why I almomt
all of ‘the land pushed Into one
hemiaphere? One school insists
that the great Pacific depression
was left whan the mooh was
dragged out of (t--Mung Into the
heavens to dangle a few® million
miles above. If so, the earth was
molld when this happened, and
mathemnticiane say “No!' The
moon, they sey. only moved to its
present distante very gradunlly
Once IL wan closer to us—or to
our ancestors  Te eapacity to
riime Lules In extimated to have
couned Liden three miles high
which mnade desper the alrendy
deep Pacific basin

We sl aren’t too sure what
iinde the mountains, or the Pi.
cific—around the sdge of which
Hve millions who tike its exist
ence for granted. But Tet'n sped
Wlate—if we don't solve anything

A SOUTHERN WRITER

Armnnd in the name of Nep
tune wrd hin sonw. and Rin: seven
cholen of merrvilds, & full page
W hides page, to celabrate the
doings of A grenl navigator, anid
h vimit to the Pacific Cons
154 I u note from Frank
Murlin of Ban Ir.r;_-; W oARiling
moaster who han cryised msare

Over the Captain’s Coffee Cup

Travel Tales from Everywhere
By Whit Wellman

than o hundred thousand ledgues
In all clivses of vossels, He sends
eight interesting stanzas descorib-
Ing the return to England of Sir
Francia Drale in the good ship
Golden Hind | ., "completing the
elreumnavigation of the globe,
for which 'he was knighted by
Queen Ellzabeth," Marlin'a' verne
In well done, and hore ure the
opening lines:
"From far ‘and near,
shore,
Such throngs as never soen be-
L fore
Had come Lo aee what they had
never
Beheld on thelr historie river-
A homebotind ship, that bravely
Nlema
Innguid
Thamens:
Home, from the longeat crulse yel
known!
Had  clreimaceibed
ulone.*

A WANDERING FRIEND

of eurly days han Been down on
Muangn Revn for the last fow
yonrs- living among the pandn-
nus  trees and  groen  porrots,
mwimming in the lagoons, Fe wan
walking along a rond near the
shore Inst. month and saw an old
Chinese come toward him—a very
anclent old fellow In  tattered
clothes which hung about him
like n sack.

My friend grooted him, but the
old man Ignored him. The an-
clent's ayen neemod to look right
through him. as he paaned. My
friend "“turned after him, watch-
Ing him walk slowly up the
shundowed road. Buddenly the Chi.
nese was not there, He'd disnp-
poared as If the early mist had
awnllowed him. T went back to
the village aml asked questions®

Hao wan told there wore no Chi
newe on Lhe ialands <had not been
for many years, that is—no old
ones Two young ones ran a He-
Ue store. What he'd sooh, the na
tives ansured him. was Parqul-
tila, ghost of & once all power
ful magician who tended o pngan
nitar untll the ra'onaries cusin
Then he grew dinournged and
thedd—but hin bent  form Wil
roamed the Isltinds of his youth

“He I soen.” my friend writes.
over so often - about onee aor
twies i year. Helng o akeptic my
self, | don't know what to be.
liwve. T did mee the fellow, hut no
trie has  peent him  alnce  Odd
things hnppen down hers that we
don’t sven try to explain.™

IF YOU'RE BORED
With o ded gitfen, those forgol-

teni Inlanida are & good place to
gon, Clirnte makes clothes unim-

to either

The ourrent  of ° Lhe

the ecarth

pertunt. The native men Wear &
whrsid i e wile oif |hf back of
e hredf sl (eee ' l-"’

Rrown Lired uf an old ftruu nhe
Eoem out and makes & hew one
fro the leaves of the t) plant. A
v of armnge blorsormn and
1 of hitiseus —and the cos-
tume In complete

Native pearl divers have an

Fliwe

* enwy

in the seed and a satisfactory re-
sult in Invariably obtained.

Do we redlize how good-lem-
pered and handy this plant ia, giv-
Ing us the dwarf or bush varieties
with both green and red leaves
for borders, edgings or beds; and
the pole types, also with the two-
color  leaven quickly covering
porches, arbors, and, last but not
lennt, the unxightly garage?

USEFUL CLIMBER

Of the climber not much has
even been written, but what a
great ald (U is to us In covering
up bare placea! Tt will grow well
It planted with other kinds of
cllmburg in almosl any situRtion
and In especially ndapted to plant
with clilmbing plants which have
un open or bare stem near the
ground. It flls these blanks in
and avoide barencss such ns ia
exhiblled by the climbing rose.

One of the great usesa 'on Lhe
other side’ ia to plant dwarf and
ellmbers together along the bank
of a river, eapecially If the bank
Iy of stone or concrete. A most
beautiful effect is obluined by o
big elonguted bed of the dwarf
ones with the climbers nearer the
water and tralling down and
touching the stream or river. One
of the most lovaly sights seen by
the writer was at Canterbury,
England, the Cathedral City,
where there im o streteh of all
colors bf nasturtiums every year
Window boxes overhanging the
river nre planted with them, alao,
Mirrored in the river, a moat
pleasing effect 1 obtained.

When this flower becomes ngnin
more popular here we will use it
more and more for our window
hoxes and hanging baskols.

On the Pacific Coast, garden
nnd community clubs have been
waorking for years to beautify the
highways, using all kinds of flow-
ern in profusion for this purpose,
but they seem to have forgotten
this nasturtivm, Ita one great ad-
vantage la that It self-secds moat
productively and would volunteer
In great quantity every your and
keop down most of the weeds.

AS A RELISH

In Furope the nasturtium often
Is used an A vegetnble, Seeds are
ploked, full size, while yet green
and plekled in vinegar. It is a
moat tasty relish, being known
there as Indlan Creas.

The leaves, while young, are
delicately pungent and are a very
fine addition to the mixed salad,
usunlly served chopped with
other greens, and they almo mnke
n tasty dish bolled,

The cultivation of the nastur-
Uiin in a0 very simple, o ume
the words of an old country gnr
dener, “Just poke ‘em In any-
where,"

In colors, the nusturtium cin
produce flowers from pure white
through all the shades of cream
pink or orange to scnrlet and
crimson and also shows some dos
elded lavendor and mauve shivdes,
but no hlues,

Anothor of the greal assetn of
this piant s its practically total
Immunity from Insect pesta and
dissnses, only belng Lroubled by
n few aphis nnd leaf ealers. An
n ground eover crop IL has few
equals. Imagine, for inntance, n
bed of the dwarf varlely In a
brigiht cerise color with many
mplkea of n lovely bright lnvender
gindiolua like Charlos Mokenn
npaced in L

Hoods planted early in the year
In the tullp or hyacinth bed will
fill in the brown spaces quickly
and leave & ground cover under
. Which unaightly dying bulba may
be tucked in May or June

Ided that constant mollon In the
wiiler frightens away the sharks

that they will not atthek o
moving  object.  SBometimes It
works, sometimes it dossan't-

shirlin do not slways observe the
rulen, and tragediea oceur when
leant expocted

IF YOU HAVE

fueationn 1o ask about far-wwny
places, drop a line . , or if you
want to see one of your own ex-
perionces In this column, write to
The Captain, Five Star Weekly,
A%0 Mills Tower, Ban Francisco,
Callfornia.
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