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By Gerald B. Burtnett

EHIND an elght-fool high

stocknde, solldly boarded and
topped with double strands of
barbed wire practically. bmpos-
nible to mcale, a wstrange old
woman lived for years in the
center of the cily of Los An-
geles. Only one door gave en-
trance to the property, and that
was so closely fit' that spying
eyen of curious neighbors could
not see & thing.

Only at night would the door
creak open. A padlock  would
rasp and click ahut, then she was
gone for several hours Amateur
sleuths followed the mysteripus
woman, They saw her begging
on downtown streels or pawing
over rubbish piles and garbage
eann,

The Indy next door was startled
one day when the old woman
approached 1o ask A  favor.
Woulld she buy a bit of fowd for
n poor old soul onoe in a while?
She was 75 now and It was be-
coming harder for her to get out.
Monoy was put over the fence in
n bucket and the food drawn
back over the fence, when the
nelghbor agreed to the strange
compact.

More than s year later when
there had been no calls over the
fenca for four days, the neighbor
called the police. When they broke
through the door, one of the
strangenl casen over to come into
the publie administrator's oftics
wins revenled

BEAD from undernourishment
and exposure, the body of the
T5-year-old recluse loy on a bed
made of newspapers on the front
porch of the iittle house within
the stockade. The door wan
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nlockaded and officers smaghed &
window. They found the home to
be packed solid from wall to wall
and floor Lo celling with tin cans
nnd wads of paper.

When Investigntors began to
undo the papers, they found in
the center of each, wrapped and
re-wrapped In aheets of waste

paper, coins — pennies, old two-

cent pleces, nickels— dozens, hun-
dreds, thousands’ of them. As
they literally dug their way
through the house, they found
other money, sharea of valuable
stocks and dividend coupons that
had never been cashed.

An old trunk came to light,
and It It wan a faded photograph
inscribed in & boyish hand. That
wna the only clue to the pos-
sibdlity of loeating friends or
relatives of the dead woman,

A photographer's name and an
adaress Ig a little town in the
mid-West were barely decipher-
able, nnd o telegram dispatched
to the chief of police there aaking
it they knew a “Bidney Carleton™
the nnme Inseribed on the photo,
brought buck a response that he
wis n resident.

N THE setilement of the
O estate it developed that this
man, & brother, waa the only liv-
ing relative. He had given the
pleture to his sister 40 youara be-
fore. She bad been in love with
n fellow In their home town, and
they were to be married when the
intended groom had k change of
heart and ran nway

After gripving o few days the
girl disappenred, nlso, leaving a
nole saying that her family would

Quirks of the human mind bring some strange will cases Into the office of Ben H. Brown, public administrator for Los Angeles County, Caif.

never seo her again. They never
did and the brother had given her
up as dead years before.

Eight thousand dollars worth
of bonds, $600 in uncollected In-
terest coupons and $2,000 in small
change went to the brother.
Twenty-three years of begging on
the streets; of gathering bits
trom rubbiah plles and selling
them: to junk dealers; of near
starvation; went into the odd sav-
Ings bank the old womnn made
of her home.

Ben H. Brown, publie ndminis-
trator of Loa Angeles County,
thinks the stocknde case the
most unusunl that has  ever
come to his attention,

Brown's office lakes charge of
the property of persons dying In
the county when no will has been
executed, and In the absence of

legal helrs entitled to be ap-
pointed administrator.
Sinece the estntes left in his

care conaist of evervthing from
purely peérsanal  belongings to
ronl estate; stocks and  bonds
and sometimens ynchtsa his dutios
combine thoss of a detective, at-
torney, warehbussman, nppraiser

salesman and diplomat. He is
charged with caring for and sell-
ing all the proporties, If neces-
sary, to satisfy creditors and
claimants.

per month ls handled by
Brown and his deputies with an
equal number of cases where the
entntes are 3200 or lesa. Right
now he has 600 pieces of real
estate on hand and holds $4,000,-
000 worth of material assets
which are going through the dis-
tribution procoess

Where wills are found, many
strange expresslons of the
writer's personality are revealed,

Here s one odd case handled
recently;

A falily servant, who worked
hard and saved A large sum of
money, promised at least 20 per-
sons that they would receive all
her property. Competent attor-
neys at different times prepared
seven different wills for her and
these she revised constantly. But,
ghe never executed one of the
written wills and all her money
went to a distant relative, whom

ﬁ N AVERAGE of forly casea

#she expreasly desired to disin-

herit!

Another “black sheep'” son re-
celved all of his mother's money
when ahe falled to have her will
properly witnessed,

Fate stepped into the life of &
baker, killing him in an automo-
bile crash the day before hia
marrisge. The $14,000 he had In-
tended Lo leave his bride went to
distant relatives In Europe, from
whom he wna estranged.

LADY prosented herself to

file claims for servicen
ngainst an estate, and was ad-
vised ahe would have to present
evidence of the liability for them
In a few days she returned with
what she though was a written
acknowledgment by the deceased
It proved to be n genuine will in

which she waa left the entire
estate
A woman in poor circum-

stances borrowed money to make
n trip from New Jersey lo Los
Angeles to see if n certmnin dead
man was her long lost husband
Satisfied by her ldentification she
want back, nting that she did
not mind the sacrifice she had to

Reno Preacher Says, “Real Divorce Occurs

Long Before Court Renders Deciston’

By Brewstar Adams

For 25 Years Reno's Baptist
Minister

erl'l you belleve In divorce?™

"Do: you think I am
Juatifiod in taking this step 7"

Readers of this magazing have
been writing me these questions.

Folks have beon asking me the
queries for more than &
of years, Scarcely a day
pamses hul 1 am anxiously so-
ligitedd, not only for an opinion,
put for some moral approval and
pupport for this unfortunate un-
dertaking na well

Ame
weore

Obviously It Is nol an  eaRy
question to answer. T think I ean
aviipathize with the office seakor
whi In naked hin opinion on the
Townsend Plan, 1 have also been
asked that

the guestion comes with a

lot re aincerity than moal peo

ple grant these divorce-seckers
1L may seem otharwise to v, but
for me, s dally Importuned as to
the right or wrong of this thing
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Strange, too, one may nol be

able to snawar both these ques-
tions with the same afMrmation.
Pleanty of folks

think even n majority, hove sild

somotimes 1

LY
Brewster Adams
to me: "I don't belleve tn di
Wares, but I ¢an see no other way
aut.”
Indeed, 1 had a lettar from &

the soith 14k

Rishop in

e Loe on

wy his »
yet ap Iy muuch
perplexed  and hin
svripithles overcame his convio
s That's n thing which hap

ns to n ot of us

good »

But

my sister has gor

divorce

I can’'t ballove In
1 now

what

in ke a

she seek

hell. Ges A f

justification, she has
i His were s vivid 1
have not forgotten them

RANKLY, 1T

ne R ROKWOT
tions for another, & an |

f h r 1
i selves I8 A |

g 4 ot o

the world's au

g is caused by

A keen conscience which wsome

have, not for themselves, but for
their brethren

Again, 1 have noticed that peo-
ple have n perverse way of get-
ting you to approve in sympathy
and then holding you tresponsible
for thelr mistakes. 1 wouldnt
have done 1t If he hadn't told me
it was the right thing to do," is
too freqyent an alibi

The Catholic Church can an-
awer it and I respeclt the con-
sistency of ita position It be
lleves that marrringe {8 A sAcra-
ment—that the vow Is sealed by
the Church and therefore cannot
be set nslde— save by the Church
Ther melusion
to thin premise and that is, that
the vows taken are {rrevocable
That 18 Anal, authoriiative

But differant
und more difMicult. We believe
that love In the sacram
that this AfMoction must seal it is
thin we recog ¢ and bleas. We
t give solemnine

do not
that which s given
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It is love that binds Wh
shall we say when love s Jead”

e cemant which d is washed
out and the walls imble. With
love, faith and trust seem 1o be
gone. This is death-—the dy
Ing—spiritual death. Sha

dead bury thelr dead?
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fy & law. The divorce came Vears

ago. They only passed judgment
on an empty shell"

S0 1 do not want to aay that I
belleve In divorce no more than 1
would say, “I beliove In war.” It
rather sooms that it is something
that life has itaken out of our
hands. 1t happens—whetheg we
would or no. courts or none

I would rather say that 1 be-
leve in happy Uving and com-
panionship and going down the
hill together. I think that s the
way Christ taught. He held the
ideal before us os to bles lfv.
Ing. He never spoke with excep-
tions or In negatives Two of the
three gospela give no re
A Mosaic Influence ts apparent in
the third. He rather held up the

il
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perfect stanidand of true happl-
ness He gnve us the beay It
follow without legal loophole. For
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he was “for sure.”

Claimants and heirs sometimes
make undue trouble for the pub-
le administrator. One will, [llegi-
bly written had a sentence that
might have read “valuable jew-
elry in safe” or “valuable jewelry
in sofa."” A small amount of jew-
elry was found in a safs, but the
helr insisted that a large sofa be
torn apart and into small pieces
just to make sure nothing wns
averipoked.

In another case, & friend of the
decedent insisted that all the
property was promised to her and
a will was hidden in the resl-
dence,. It was necessury to almost
dismantle the house (n the search
During it, the claimant appeared
several times and stated that she
had wvisions. The will would be
found in the motor of a phono-
graph;: behind a section of wall
paper;: or buried at various places
in the yard. No will was ever dis-
coversd despite her psychic aid.

ILLS are found In the most
Wummuul places and on the
most curfous materiala. Some of
the writing materinls used have

Brown, snown left, directed
Investigation of a strange "'witch” woman, who lived In poverty yet left thousands. Right Is one of the odd wills that make his duties unusual. A large estate was disposed
of In this document, written an a malchbox, which Is displayed by one of Agdministrator Brown's assistants.

been window shades, backs of clr-
cular letters, handbills, bible fiy-
leavens and a serap of paper sewed
into a blanket. The rung of a step
Indder and the side of an ordinary
match box have been utilized for
last wills and testaments.

PHYBICIAN, =eized by a

heart attack and recognlz-
ing the short period he had left,
wrote his in Spanish on n pre-
scription blank. Notebooks, call-
Ing ciards and memo bpoks have
been called into play and one will
wans written in shorthand

A blg warehotise that is care-
fully guarded protects the fur-
nishings and. other personnl be-
longings of the estates in Brown's
CRre.

One recent estate had a large
Californin  desert turtle ns n
"movable assel.” He was curted
off to the warchouse and the
puard swears that among several
hundred odd sofas that are on
hand, the turtle pi:ked out the
one under which he used to sleep
At home and went right to it
During the winter months he dis-
appeared entirely and it |s as-
sumed that he is hibernating in
hin fuvorite domiclle.
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