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EYNOPSI&: Fronzie  Dercent
and Hobby Janes suspect that wither

giper | Hassinplton-firench or Dr.
flohaleon  wmurdered Alaw Car-
#tgirs, Frankis inolines toward the
doctor, who rune a dreg eure;
Hobhy toward .‘mnin_?tou-ﬂrmc
ehlefy becqusn Frankie secma to
Hike znpar. Bolby, poalng ds o sa-
ligitor, sa pumping o Mre. Rivingion
szw: GCaratairs, and iearns thot the
latter ahowed much inleress (n the
Nicholsons-—unbich would be more
to the point i/ either Froukie or
Bobby could prove fAsk Carsiairs
oatually was the man WAD 208 murs
dared )

Chaptar 25
TENDER SCENE
BOBB‘E‘ nakod how the subject of
the Nicholnons had coma up,
but this Mrs. Rivington was unable
o tell him.

"But what [s It you want to know
sbout Mr. Caratairs™ she nsked.

“I roally wanted bl sddress,” ex
plained Bobby. “Am you know, wa
aet for him and we've just Sad a
rather. important ceble from New
York—you know there's rather a
serious fluctuation In the dollar just
pow—"

Mrs. Rivington nodded with dea-
parats (ntelligonce,

“And so," contlnued Hobby rap-
Ay, “we wanted to gét Into ouch
with bim—to gel hie Inatructlons,
And he hasn't laft au address—and
daving heard him mention he wns a
triand of yours, ! thought you might
possihly have nawn of him."

*QOhb, I seo,” nnid Mrs. Rivington,
sompletaly patiafiod. “What a pity!
But be's always rather a vaguo man,
| should think."

"Oh, distinctly so, sald Bobby.
"Well—" He rose. "1 upologlee for
aking up mo much of your time,”

“Oh, not at all," sald Mrs. Kiving
on.

it, sither," sald Bobby. “I've always
heard that really dangerous eriml
nals are singnlarly attractive®

“Bomehow I ean’t halleve he (na
eriminnl."

“Bo you remarked hefors®

Bobliy drove up the drive 4o &
lsnee. Frankie sprang out and wan!
Inta the houne without a beckward
glnnce, Bobby drove away.

The houss sesmsc very sllent
Frinklo glanced at the clock. It wan
half-past two.

“They don't expect me hack for
hours yet," sha thonght, "I wonder
where they are."

Blin opened the doo, of the library
and wont In, stopping suddenly on
the thrashold.

Dr. Nicholkon was aitting on the
sofa holding hoth Sylvia Bassing
ton-french's hands in his. 3

Bylvia jumped to her feat and
eame across the room towards
Frankle.

“He's been telling me," she sald,
Her volea was stifled. She put both
handa to her face as though to hide
it from view.

"it's too torrible!" sha sobbed,
and brushing past Frankle, she ran
out of the room.

R. NICHOLSON had risen. Frin-

kie advanced a step or two to
wards him. Hin eyes, watchful as
aver, mot hora,

Or. Nicholson was halding Sylvia's
hands,

“So thal's all rlght,” thought Bob-
by, as he walked away down Tile
Stroet. *I soom to have talron Dolly
What's:-hernamo's character away
for good, bit | duresny ahe desorves
It. And that charming idlot of a
woman will never wander why, it 1
wanted Carstalr's address, | didn't
slmply ring up and aak fop (11"

ACK In Brook Strest he and
Frankle discussed the matter
from every angle.

“It looks as though It wera really
purs chance that took him to the
Baseingtonftrencher,’ sald Prankle
thoughtrully.

“I know. But evidently whon he
was down there some chance re
mark directed his attention to the
Nicholsons.”

“Bo that, really, It s Nicholson
who In at the heart of the mystory,
not the Basslngton-fMrenchesT

Y1t seomn like 18"

“Why only ‘seams’t"

“Woll, thers Is Just one other pos
aibllity, Insome way, Carstalrs may
bave found out thas ths Rivingtons
wors golng down to luneh with the
Bassington-Trevches. Ha may have
everheard gome chance romark (n a
reataurant—at the Savoy perhapa
Bo ha rings them up, very urgent to
aee them, and what he hopes may
happen doss Bapuer They're very
booked up nnd they suggent hin com-
lag down with them, That {s posa)
ble, Frankle™

“But It seoms n very roundnbout
mathod of doinr things.”

"No more roundabout than
sceldant,” sald Bahhy

"My accldant wau vigarous dliset
netion,” sald Frankts coldly,

Bobby removed Lord Marching
ton's clothes and raplaced them
where ha had found them, Then he
dotned hils chauffeur's unif '
more, and they wera soon apeedin
back to Staverly |

"It Roger hins fallon for me." #ald
Fraokie demnurely, “he'll tia plonsed
I've come back ao soon. Ha'll think
I can't bear to be away from him
for long.”

*I'm not sure that you

your

“Poor Indy!" hn sald sunvely, “It
hay hoen o grent shock to her”

Tha museles ot the corner of his
mouth twitched, For & moment or
two Frankfo fancle  that ho was
amusoed. Ahd then, quits suddenly,
st reallzed that It wan quite n dif.
ferant amotion.

The mnan was angry. He was hold
Ing Blmnel! In, hiding bis angor be
hind 'a sunve, blagd mnsk, bue the
emotlon was there, It was all he
could do to hold that emotion In.

There was a mament's pauss.

“It wan hest that Mrs. Bassington.
Branch shorld know the truth”
snld tha Doctor, 1 want her to In-
duce her husband to place himeelf
I my bands"

“I'm nfeald," wald Frankle gontly,

“that 1| Interrupted you" She
paused, * sama back mooner than |
moant."

L] L] .

On Bobby's return to the lnn he
wan groated with tha {iformation
that someons wan walting to sie
him,

“It's & dady, You'l' find her In
Mr. Askow's 1ttle sitting-room.™

Bobby mads his way there slight
Iy puegled. Unleas shie hed fown
thers on wings he could tiot nes how
Fraonkle conld possibly liave got to
the Anglers’ Arma alead of him,

can boar |

and that his vialtor conld be anyone
bat Frankle neaver oceurred to him

Ha opened the door of the 1mall
room which Mr, Askew kept as bis
privats sltting-room. Sitling bolt up
right In m chnlr was n slonder Agure
dreasnd In black—the girl of the
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BEN WEBSTER'S CAREER-—-The Laboratory
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