RANCH MYSTERY |
A STORY FOR CHILDREN

Beth come out 1o Nevada to
apend several months on a cattle
vanch. She antiviputed o guict wn-
cventful visit thore, but instead,
she Jound her Aunt and Unele
vonfronted with the possiblo loss
of their rmnch, An unidentifiod
hand of thieves had beon stoaling
horacs and cattle wnd in overy
way frying (o bankrupt Beth's
Uncle Walter. Both. like her two
cousing, Bou dnd Tim, wanted {o
help discover who was back of
the plot. While viding in a field
with the boys, Beth found a littlo
star-shaped wheel of stiver and
ake had o feoling that it might
be a elue to the identity of the
thieves. Bhe became chummy
with the rural mail-carrier,
Clawde, becawse he scemed fo
knee  everyone, and he talked
[roely.

Chapter 7.

ETH thought Aunt Mary a
B darling because she was not
at all upset about the lunch
dishes thut had not been washod,

unier hor chin, just ns she'd seon
the hoys sit on the corrl fence—
it was just as uncomforiable as
it lnoled

HE blue haze on the distant

hills held her eyes for a4 long
time ns she turned the silver
wheel over amd over in her
pockel. Then at the sound of
raitling wheels she turned and
saw the old rig and the sway-

back horse coming down the
dusty road.
“Mornin’, miss" shouted

Claude. “Nothin' for you tloday,
only the paper for your uncle
How |# he?"

“Oh, he's a lot better, thank
you," answered Beth. Then to
muke conversation she told him
about learning to ride. Claude
wns interested beeause every-
thing that other people did came
under the heading of “news' for
the mail carrier,

Beth asked nbout the town and
even got the courage to ask if

After supper tha family sit and
talked. There was MUCH to talk

about. The stolen horses, the
neighboring ranch where Aunty
had helped old Grandmother
Woods through the last hours of
her life and the riding lesson Beth
had hnd that day, which, of
course, led to the teasing one
would expeet from Ron and Tim.

Then Uncle Waiter said, “We
better be leaving to take that
carload of steers for shippin' into
the rallrond next weel. We won't
get o mint for "em, but anything's
hetter'n nothin®" Beth could see
the worry in his eyes. She know
he wis thinking about the eattle
and horses that he never would
sell.

“Do you think you'll be well
enough to ride in with the men
and the cattle, Pa?" asked Aunt

Mary.

“Sure I'll go along." he ans-
wered,

“Do you feel strong enough to
go, Tim?" grinned Ron. "You
betler stay home this Ume and
let Beth go in your pluce. You
could make us some fudge!"

“Now, boys' smiled their
mother,

Then Uncle Walter changed the
subject, “"How's the ridin' comin’
along, Beth? You think you'll
make a good ranch-hand "

As usual, Ron answered the
questions put to anyone but him-
self. "Sure she's good. She had
old Dalsy wishing she was back
in the old Indles' homo ‘stead of
tearing around lke =& circus
horse.”

HE motl was over and not
Tonce had Beth menUoned the
little star-like sllver wheel she
had plcked up In the fleld near
the dry-wash, It was to remain
her own spocinl secret, at least
until she made sure if it was im-

nt.

e next momning, Uncle Wal-
ter rode iInto town to “look
around.” After helping her sunt
to clean up after lunch, Beth rode
around the pasture alone, The
hoys had plenty of work te do
and, ks Ron sald, “Beth's just
about got Dalsy broken in now,
She doesn't need ua to see that
she sticks on.”

Both knew that this was meant
for a ju<e as well as 4 compll-
ment, for old Dalsy waa alow
beyond words,

“When do T got to ride Bob?
You sald 1 could as soon ns I got
the hang of it with Datsy."”

“Tomorrow, If you'll be & good
girl and make us a mess of that
fudge you've been bDraggin
nhbout.”

AN poOn MM the boya wie'n gote
Both went down hy the mail box
to wail for CMaude. Bhe
thore would be n letter from
mother today and
wanted to see Claude agnir

Ehe sat on the rall fence, knees

besides
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ghe could ride in some day with
Claude.

“Well, miss, I don't see as you'd
find- it a wvery excitin' place,
comin' from n big city like you
do, But 111 be glad to take you In
my rig sometime If your auntie
says you can go."

Beth climbad down from the
fence. Before she could express
her thanks, Claude sald, "Say,
how would you got back home
again if you rode in with me?"

“I eould take n horse, couldn't
I.., tied to your rig?"

“Well, now, that's a right smart
idea, miss" smiled Claude. “Are
you sure you could come back
out alone?"

“All T have to do is come back
the way T went" And, woman-
like, she had made her point

“Well, now, that's sure okny by
me. Anytime you're ready.” He
gathered up the reins. “But I
can't see what you expect to see
to entertain ya' In & little old
town like ours, after comin' from
n real big city” He looked
pusEled,

“Well, you can't tell' smiled
Both.® T might learn a lot of
thinga in a little town 1 never
would notice in the city,” and as
she wiatched the maifl carrier
down the road she took the little
wheel from her poeket and

Atudied it carefully as It flashed
in the sunlight.

(Continued next week)

Our youny readers have staried
to oxpreas themaelves and to tell
ws abowt the thinga that infaorest
them moat, Today we are printing
mome dnformation about plosons.

By Craig Rolla Norton. 12
Of 5an Marino, Cal.

IGHEGONS Iny their oggs during
P.Iunuur}- and July, After July,
the young bird races begin. Thone
nro the races for squaba mised
that year

All plgeons must be banded
when they are three dayas old
Egga hatch at 17 daya

As for me, I'm interested in
nimont every kind of pigeon, such
s dark chechs. red checks; biue
bars, red bars, spiashoes and black
checks

Once & boy shol a pigeon of
mine with & BR gun. 1 did not
see him do 1t but some other kida
mald they thought he got IL That
night when all the rest of tha
pigeons wore finally In the pen
there wan no sign of my favorite
just figured he had
died somewhere hecause he was
wounded,

The next day while I wua out
frecing the pigeons, mv sister

‘“‘Woman With Hoe'’ Started Evolution of Houses
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Flour Makt’ng
First Step In
Food Culture

By Dick West

HEN Edward Markham Im-
W mortalized “The Mikn With
the Hoe" in that famous poem
which will be handed down to a
posterity possibly less hoe-con-
scious than he, it is obvious that
the beloved poet wrole of the
present, with nelther eye nor ear
for anclent and more arduous
daya,

Because the gosslp handed
down these many generations is
that the origioal “man with the
hoe" was-——a womun!

About the time our primitive
nncestors climbed out of tree-tops
and Innd hovels to house them-
selves in stilted mid-lake dwel-
lings, someone gave i bit of a
thought to agricultural pursuits,

Thus there was planted, in that
most inauspicious manner, the
seed which blogsomed #so fruit-
fully into the current crop of
granges, farm burenus, cultivated
crops nnd county fairs

In early hoe culture It became
woman's work to til the soli and
produce the food. This, of course,
in addition to her other household
duties. It was in this era, also,
that the domestic Industry began
to go Kitehenward In a big way.
Thers developed not only the art
of preparing food from & form of
ground flour, but the making of
practical—at least serviceable-
utensila. Then, quite rapidly, came
a common interest In baskelry
and cernmic lore.

HUFFLING along the lane
leading to clvilization, we'll
pass up the wild man of Borneo,
gince we can work up not the

Along about the time women—not men-—started using agricultural
implements, human dwelling places began to improve. Here are
some sketohes of early residences. Upper left, the Torad|a dwelling,

found In Celebes; ter, the S

Cruck house; right, the snow

and ice house of the Eskimo; below, Crow tepee.

least enthusinsm for his favorite
food—fried worms and pleces of
waler snake served In sour eggp
snuce. Likowlse, we skip spryly
past the Torailjas, erstwhile head
hunters, because we have bul one
head to lose.

However, the Torndjas did cre-
ate something extraordinary In
housing. They bullt on & frame-
work of croas-piling and Lhe
houses were practically all roof.
The roof rose from the floor,
which was raised on log founda-
tions six or more feol' from the
ground. To top it off, & pair of
antlers or crooked horns reached
skyward from ench rooftop,

Modern mnn, who belloves his
housing problem I8 one brimful
of perplexities, has at least one
thing for which to be happy and
thankful—that it was nol his lot
to be of the tribe of Ba Venda of
Afrien. Polygamy being a com-
mon practice, it was Incumbent
upon the husband to provide not
only a hut for himself, but one
for each of his many wives, Of
courss, the women did most of
the work, grinding the grain, car-
rying water and wood, Hiling the

garden and preparing the food,

The husband ate alone in his
hut, the food being brought nnd
served to him by his youngest
wife. The children ate with their
respective mothers, while the older
ohes were segregutoed according
to sex and ench had his or her
individuyal hul. Hence, the¢ hus-
band and father of the Ba Vendis
wis faced with o real housing
problem

LONG with Lthe development
A of hoe culture, with womaen
wielding the hoe, cume the do-
mestication of Aanlmals. Groat
herds were nmnssed by the more
thrifty. and horses were tamed
and made to replace shank's miare
A8 A means of transportation,

The next distinct step In crea-
tive housing ia credited to the
American Indian with the' build-
Ing of two types of houses unique
in design and construction. First
wiis the familiar wigwam, about
ten feet in dinmeotor and ten feel
in height, nnd the Eakimo iglon,
or anow house

igloo are more or less mythicil,
Al least, they were Lhe exception
rathor than the rule,

The Indian preferred rectuangu-
lar dwellings fashloned of sap-
lings, bark and sivins, and he be-
enime most proficient in the art
of molding a fireplace from clay
and sticks, The Areplace soon re-
pinced the proverbinl sriouldering
ombers in the center of his single-
room abode, It served o three-
fold purpose—{for lght, for hest
und for vooking— while the
“buck,” his squaw and all their
paponses, with a voried assort-
ment of pooches, snuggled to-
gether on the hearth as cozily as
honeymoeoners in a tunnel.

Moent and flah ever were the
miinstay of the Indian meny,
while brend made from the flour
of dried neorns, berries and herba
contributed to the fare which
carly distinguished the Indlan ns
“a good provider."

HE Eskimo usually lived in
Tcnnical tents mado of #king
during the summer months and
with the approach of winter's
chill moved into a hut bullt half
underground and made of stone,
turf, bones and dirt. The entrance
was through o long tunnel, so
low one was compellad to crawl.

HEnkimos dress entirely in skins
and both men and women wear
jacket suits with trousers tucked
into boots of seal, Writers by the
gross have commented In coplous
columns nbout the genulne jovinl-
Ity of the burly Eskimo, It may
or mny not be lotting the secret
out of his bag of tricks to record
here that when winter winds

aweep In, driving the thermonie-
ter to depths colder than your
frozen nssets, Mr, and Mrd, Eski-
mo don two sults of skins, one
with the halr inside and one with
the hair outside. These are sel-
dom doffed. It sooms thit the suil
with the hair Inside starts tek-
ling nud all winter long keepa the
wenrer in gales of gleeful gigglea

Both light and heat are pro-
vided by o seal-oil lamp which
hangs from the roof of the hut.
It s minde of stestite in basin
form with wicks of moss. Ven-
tlation being what It §s in an
Igloo, ere the lamp hos burned
long the place becomes extremaoly
tiot and close, the hairy hides
commenge to tickie Hke laat win-
ter's rod flannels, and the Eskimo
Inughs himself to sleep, But, with
the smell of burning blubber, the
edor of cooking and the closeness
of the place, not to montion the
dogn which alesp in the paasage-
way, it would ba no lnughing ot -
ter to the confirmed fresh-air
flend,

00D Is principally meat, some-

times bolled bhut more often
frozen and ealen raw. Blubber
nlao Is  sometimes eaten, but
rarely, because It v more valu-
able for lght and hoat.

The Hakimo is a prodigious
eator, which might bo expected
in the trigidity of his native land.
The dally diet for ench Individunl
gods something like this: two and
one-hnlf pounds of flesh and blub-
ber and one pound of fish, In ad-
dition to berries and seawoed,
When  they feel prosperous, as
much as ten pounds of meal may
be eaten. "Tip sald on relinble su-
thority that a male Eskimo will
lie on his back and allow his wife
to st him with tid-bits of hlub-
ber until he is unnble to move.

~ Building Notes

IRRORS are entering more

into the scheme of decora-
tions, particularly In  modern
homes, The effectiveness of the
{lunions of space ereated by mir
rors, thelr sleek surface und the
enge with which they can be
shaped to At any desired space,
I to the decorator as ldenl

Despite popuilar opini how-
ever, both the wigwam and the

OTHER FOLKS

HE so-called savage races of
people seldom ever punish their
chiidren.
* ok ok ok ok

How would you have enjoyed a
breakfast in Rome of long ago?
Here 8 a list of the regular
breakfast dishes: A dozen larks;
n ddish of marrow bones; a neat's
tongue; hot saussgen on i silver
grill, and peahens' eggn

ok ok ok k

The Egyptinng were expert
wig-makers, for wig-wearing was
n fushion with them.

* ok ok &
‘The Canadian Indinos origl-
nated the game La Cronse

Though the Indiane called It
baggntaway, the French named It
La Crosse.
* ko kR
Dominoes is & French game,
and ping pong & an English in-
vention

LA A0 o N
The Greeks played billinrds
about 400 B. C.

e 8 N
In many paris of Europe today
stilt-walking lsn't just & child's
game, Il In used na n maans Lo
crows flooded districts, or marshy
lrida

said, “Look look!" and pointed up
to & pole. Thers he mat, Jooking
pretty droopy. Finally he Aul-
tered down to me, and 1 pleked
him up

There was blood on his wings
and breast. 1 took him an fast as
1 eould o another kid's house
because he has pigeons and his
father is & doctor

My friend operaled on my pig
oon, with his father's operwting
ooln and got the BR outl of the
bird, We left him over there for
B few days. He got all well ufter
awhile and came Aying In with
e reat of the birde in m few
days

You have to change pigeon
drinking water twice a day, and
feed them twice & day, tno. They
like to nest on pine neadies and
eucalyplus leaves

the house on the corner. Bar-
barn i five and she Hves In the
house next door. Just around the
carner there I8 & blg empty lot.
24, one day Fredile declded that
it would be a good plan to bulld a
cave In the side of the little dry-
creck that ran wiggling through
the vacant lot.

Then the Marshall boys, who
lived on the next corter, sald they
wanted to help build the cave.
They brought & spade with a
broken handle, and a Httie tin
bucket. So Freddis nnd Barbara
said they could help, too

All
worked

FREI)DIE Is wix and he lives In

afternoon the children
on thal procious cave,

Y 4 o'clock the eave wan A

viry deep and dark one In-
desd. Why, Freddie (who was the
bosn i could mlmost get clesr in-
Hide

Now,” he said, an they all sat
renting from their hard work,
“don't you think we should plan
abott what we're going to have
in this cave Lo ent?™

‘What kind of n cave is IL?"
nnked one of the Marshall boyn,
“is It & pirate cave, or & hermit's
cAve, or what ™"

“It's & pirate cave” said Fred.
die

“Well. then we'd betler have
meat anid bird's eggn and some

b and . . .." But Barbarn
Inberrupted,

“l can get some bird's egge
from our canary's nest. Hut, [
won't eat any of ‘em,” she fin-
ished wilh a iwisl to her Nitle
face.

“T don’t mean canary eggs.”
shouted one of the Marshall boys,
with dingust. 1 mean wild duck
eggs or pelican egga, thal's Lhe
kind pirntes find on islands.” Then
to prove hin statement he added,
“My brother read that in a book."

" HAT are you golng to
bring, fellas?" asked the

“Well, 1 don't know yel. We
could bring the pan to cook Lhe
things in."

Then Barbara jumped to her
feet. “1 could bring some apples
and we could make telieve Lhey
were bananas."

Thin bright ldea wi tmet with
“hoos" of scorn from LhHe pirites
Poor Barbara, she wanted so to
help with the plans, yet, no one
was willing to aecept her offers
She tried again. °

“How about me bringing my
Hittle cooking-met 1 got for Christ-
mas ., ... 1" But she wis not
allowed to go on.

“What do you think this In, »
doll'n house® Tt'a & PIRATE
cave!" shotted Froeddie.

Then one of the Marahall boys
Iooked at her over his shoulder
and sald, In a deop masculine
volce, “Bay, they don't have
GIRLS In pirate oaves. You botter
run on home with your doll
dinhes.”

Barbara walked slowly away to
ket tricycle. Boys were nol nice

YAt all, she thought, and she had

Kelped Lo dig that cave. Froddie
didn't say a word Lo ¢all her back.
She rode slowly home.

An mhe put her trieyele in the
corner of the gamge she whis-
pered to no one in particular, “1
hope it rains hard tonight and
then their old cave will wash
& o0
But it didn't ruln st all, and the
next day Barbara and another lit-
te girl moved their doll dishes
Into the cave

attributon of o decornting me-
dium,

Another element which recently
hus been Introduced i the color-
Ing of mirrors. Now we can get
gold, gunmetal, pink, blue or yel-
low or any other color which fita
into the scheme of decorations..
The mirror with a faint pink
tinge |8 very kind In it refloce
tons; pale faces take on the
henlthy nappearnnce of youth.
Gunmetnl givea back the Image
without glare and almost without
color, no where dull effects are
wanted this tint—or rather lack
of tint—is perfect.

A Iarge round mirror I & fa-
vorite motif In decornting schemen
and often forms the proper relief
from the stralghl, hard lines of
the modern room and furniture,

Bathrooma and small dresuing
roomas now are lned with mirrors,
sormetimes with etehed deslgng on
them and sometimes in colar,
which not only serve as Uie bisis

BIRD WAYS

HEALTHY adult pelican onn

enl an mach as ten pounda
#h u dey, any day.
e R

A ten-pound turkey hnas 3560
fonthorn. & & & & &

The little birds that light on
the backns of the rhinoverones are
ment eaters. “I'hey live on the in-
et they find there

* ok ok ok

Chimney Bwifts are the birds
oftert found lving In chinmneys
They can By stralght up and down
quite enaily. Hefore thers were
any chimneys, these clever birds
Hved in dend trees

LR B O

The great Crosted Filycatcher
decornten his nest with & snake's
akin L B8 8 & |

Thers are 560,000 square milen
in Canads set aside an bird sanc.
tunries, No one can fish, hunt or
trap on theas landas,

LR B R

IL wan once belleved that tur-
keya came from Turkey, and (hus
those birds were misnamed, just
as Columbus, thinking he was in
India, catled the American na.
tives Indinns,

of

for the decorative scheme bul Lhe
practicsl purpose of n glorifled
plor gluas,

ok ok ok ok

In the modern apartment and
umall home, every inch of space
in thoe kitchon is allotted ita spe-
ainl function, so when dish towels
are washed out It Is difeult to
find & place to hang the artlclen
to dry. Consequently they are
draped all over the house, A con-
venfent drying rack cin be fos-
tened to hooks in the kitchen
cal and can be lowered and

at will. Wash your towels,
stockings and lingerie; hang them
on the rack; pull them up to the
colling, and there you mre!

* ok kk ok

A shelf acroms the back of the
coal closet just above the base
board Is a convenlent place for
the rubbers and gnloshea which
unually clutter up the floor, The
ghelf should alape to the wall
and be set aboul an inch or an
inch and a half from the wall
8o that dirt and mud can drop
through to the floor, whore it
tan be cleaned up more easily.

E

Hefore purchasing an old house,
go down Into the celler and ex-
amine the sills on top of the foun-
dation walla and the fArst-foor
Joiatn, These nre the points where
decny or the depredations of ter-
miltes will firat take place, If these
are pound, It I8 safe Lo sssume
the balance of the frame is sound
also,

L

Outwide wooden steps are sub-
Ject 1o rapld deterforation on ac-
count of thelr constant exposure
to the wlternating action of raln
And sun. AN noon oMy 'soft-
nienn” or excessive spring In the
sopa s notieed they should be
exariined, and any wood showing
slgnas of decay shotld be removed
and repinced. If the ateps have
been there for any length of time
IL might be well to replace the
whaole Night
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