-y ¥,

e

Mrs. T. W. Wheat studied gold mining at the Sacramento

School and now manages several claims. She is here showing a woman

By F. Leland Elam

Dt_-'éi‘[' lies deep off the pavement;

prospector Holes peer from man-
sanitn-covered hills; but the slespy
dhost towns of the early gold mining
drys In  Western United States no
longer are sleepy—they’re pulsing to s
new golden thrill. A thrill created by
that finshing, wellow, hard-worked-for
metal, gold.

Hundreds of men, many of them with
their families, are moving into these old
towns, building new homes oF occupying
old ones, long vacant. Thess men are
on the search for gold or else have taken
a job with some mine. Among these men
Is n new type of gold secker, women

There are women who are successful
as steamship eaptains, doctors, lawyers,
bullding contractors, bascball players,
tennis players, explorers, Governors,
legislatars—others of the fair sex have
ploneered In aviation, but with all the
infiltration of women Into various lines
of business, the one line we would least
expect to find headed by a woman is
that of mining.

Mining today. generally speaking, Is
different from in the eighteen-hundreds
when gold was discovered In Califormla.
Today ns a whole It s earried on with
glant machinery specially designed to
mine deposits in large quantities. Of
course, some mining s still carried on
by the use of the rocker, gold pan and
slules boxes. No matier what the method
today, It is still a man's job, as In the
days when gold was first discovered

One of the modern methods of dig-
ging deep Into old stream channels to
take out gold Is the dredger. Surely a
gold dredge s far too masculine ever to
become affected by the feminine touch,
Maybe thalz what you think

UT the dredging firld, too, hax come
under the spell of at least ane young

woman, and today she ls endowed with
the title of the only woman operator of
a gold dredge in the world. She In Mins
Mary E Smith, of Lewiston. Trinity
County. Callfornia

Miss Emith tobk over the active man-
agement of the Trinity Dredging Com-
pany in 1926, three vears after the death
of her father and the settlement of his
extate. During the interim the company
had been managed by her brother, E L
Smith, Jr. His interests sy more with
dredge design and bullding than opera-
tion, 5o he retired as active head of the
company in favor of his sister

Mixs Emith's first task was Lhe re-
bullding of the old dredge, which had
heenn In constant use for thirteen years
A new hull waz installed and the ma-
chinery tranaferred to 1t
suming operations in
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sidered erude In other locallties, the
conrse gold of the Trinity River does not
need finer recovery methods

Miss Smith's dredge hes A digging
depth of thirty-nine feet and uses eleven
cuble foot buckels. In arder to dig into
the bedrock of the region of operation,
the buckets are wide-mouthed and
linked at widely spaced Intervals ot the
bucket line

To date the Trinily Dredging Com-
pany hns dredged about 430 acres of
property, following the spotly pincer
geology of the district. More than half
of this nereage has bean dredged under
Mixs Smith's supervision

There are from slxteen to oighleen
men steadily employed on her dredger
From B0000 Lo 100000 eubic yards are
handled monthly.

Provided additional property can be
atquired, Miss Smith Intends to remain
in the dredging business ns long an she
has a dredge to operate. And, from Lhe

present indications, that means a long
time, for this woman fails to regard
her cholce of a career as umique. To her

gold dredging 15 just a businesa enter-
prise to which has beenn able to
adapt hersell profitably.
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NOTHER woman miner (s Mrs
B, Prasler,
Francisco, Callf

Ruth
n former resident of S8an

and nlece of Congress.
man Clarence F. Lea, of Banta Roea
Calif. Bhe thinka mining s a lot of
fun, and she doesn't mind the hard work
& bit. Eventually, she believes, the mine
she Is developing an the old Baucerman
properties near Georgetown, Callf. will
net her & nice fortune

“It iz not just because T expect mind
to make me some money that T think it
is Tun,” she aaid To T
complete 1T must go back
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If there's gold in
“them thar hillx™
Mrx. Rtuth B. Frazier
hopes to find it. She
in here shown at the
entrance of her mine

you cannol get me away from (& I love all day
our mountain home and so do my chil-
v we will bulld ourselves
1 don't mind the work
I linve my health back. 1

¢ muscies In my arms. enough 1o
knock any man down

cutting many of the alirubs from
the land whers our hame was to stand

Eventunlly we éompleted our present
home. It wan new health and strength
gnined by work on the eahin that turned
my thoughts to mining

Birangely enough and unknowingly q'rhl(ﬂflti uA & hociety woman Inoking
I ‘retur the old haunts of my b2 for health found It and now doesn’t
grandfath e B Lea, who came Lo care a thing about the big citlen. She
fieargetown In the early Ofties and  fan now muck 110 buckets of rock and
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Rocky Mountain Valleys Are Dotted
With Claims Where Women

Actually Are Working and
Supervising the Mining of

old home place were well founded, She
han made it possible for that falth to be
reminerative far beyond this man's
wildest dreams.

Thirty years ago Ceorge Icard left
Grass Valley for the Philippine Islands,
where many minea are now under his
eantrol, Then, and since, he has had
the ambition to establish n mine on the
family homestend In the Rolgh and
Rendy distrigt.

Teard left for the Phillppine lslands
te make his fortune at mining when a
youlh. ‘Throughout the years, through
bad fortune and fAnally through good,
he rotiined control of the Ieard Ranch
for sentimental reasons ns well ns the
bellef the property would prove valuable,

Contionually he poured money into the
property until $30,000 had been spent
trying to develop a mine on the ranch.
Muny mining men tried but falled

A few monthy ngo his niece, Mra.
Joan Ieard Kelly, took charge of the
work at the Icard Ranch Mine 8he
look steps to prove that her uncle's
falth was well founded. 1t was her be-
Hef that the work was belng carrled on
in the wrong place,

HE put dliumuond drills to work on an-

other section of the land. A rleh ore
veln at about the 100-foot level was com-
taoted, ansaying ot times as high as $34
A ton. Ore from $2 Lo 83 & ton in din-
mond drilling & eonsidered good.

There ate mony other stories of the
netivities of women In mining There
i Mrs. Ceorge Morgan, wife of one of
the partners operating the Davey Mine
st Garden Valley, Callfornin. She hax
helped her husband develop this mine

from n mere prospect into an aotive
producer
Bhe war helping the Lwo men when

they encountered rich ore in the boltam
of the 120-foot shaft. She panned $700
In gold out of a smnll quantity of quirte
In lesa than an hour

Recenlly Ororge Willinm Smith, of the
Bennett Company at Etna, Callf, dis-
played o 450 turtle-ahaped gold nugget
1t was found by Mre. M Fllch, near the
HRonnally placer mine on the Balmon
River, whore ahe had beenn minlng wilh
her husband for several weeks

Mr. and Mrs, Robert Bumas were corn-
vinced there was stlll loose gold (o be
found In Bouthern Oregon, so they went
there a few monthas ago from Oklahoma
to learn prospecting

Mm. Hurna ook her turn with
hushand, shoveling gravel, working the
rockers and cleaning the slulees, hesides
doing her housework

While thousands in Oregon and Call-
wrnila make only a meager Hving, n few
make exonptional finds, Mre Hurhs s
ofie of thime few While pmnning a
wravel deposit abe uncuversd n nlgke!
which berought her $1045,

One of the most notable as
unusual =mall goid mines In
Ceolinty, Callfornia,

well ns
Amador
It one operated by

Yellow Metal—And
They Are Successful

Misa Mary E. 8mith, of Lewiston, Calif., in the
only womnn gold dredge manager working on the
rivers of the Golden Siate

the Peterson tamily, slx milea east of
Jackaoh, near Pine Grove, From s chnnge
plece of guarts found by Wilinm Poler-
son the mine doveloped Into & bonansa
producer,

They found gold from the very grass
roots.  Insend of chicken farming, the
entire family, even the women, turned
to minihg. The mine waa operated as
n family vault or private bank.

It either Mrs, Petorson or her daugh-
ters negded & new dress all they had to
do was go In the mine, break off a few
pleces of the quartz and mill the gold
out of It Through thelr help the mine
was gradunlly developed to the extent
that men eould be hired to do the work
and machinery bought to grind up the
rock and extract the gold. :

HEN there ls the Golden Aster mine

noenr Hol Bprings, Ariz  Visltors at
this mine have seeh nt work, setting ore,
n well preserved woman of 70, She s
Mra, €. E. Champin, owner and super-
Intendent of operations, working three
men bringing up gold from lovels down
to 500 feel,

Pilly-five yenrs ngo Ahe and hor hius-
band rode a stage from Texaa Into the
Hol Bprings country and thore she haa
lived sinoe.

Bhe has reared ten children.  Two
grandsons sUll work the “Little Joe
Mine,* the first clalm staked out by
thelr grandfather, 1

#he hns remarked: "1 lenrned about
minihg by golng with my husband In
those early days, It was lonesome and
dangerous In the camp,

“Iere was the menace of prowling
Indians (o the days hefore Ceronimo
wan eaptured, hut alterwiard more real
damnage wos done by his former allles,
Mexiean bandits*™

PHERE are miny records of women

owning mines, amopg which are Mrs,
Dides Dell Davie, of Hollywood, ownar of
the Sunthine and Last Chanes Mines in
Plumns County, California. which are
planning to open in the noar future, and
two twin sisters, Miss Maybell and Isa-
*wll Dieatel, who some time ago took
over placer mining ¢aima on the mouth
of Middie Creek near Redding, Callf.,

ealltig them the Maybell and Isabell
mines
Mrs. Ellemerie Morgan, of Placerville,

Calif. not only owns a hall interest (n
the Three Queenia Mine but she Is the
superintendent of the project

The operntlon of e mine, which s
located four miles from Forest MU (noa
rieh mining districl, 8 completely unter
her personal direction. Nattily stiired
i botts, breechies and white swenter,
rhe directs fourteen men In operating
the ten=atamp mill, two plate and con-
centrating tabies and miniog operations
o Lhe Eb, 100 and $70-loot levels

Mra, Morgan Is the qoeen of the Thrve
Queenia Mine, abd ahe rules it like &
quect. At presemil she I platining o
expand her operalions to Butle, Mont
where ahe 6 Interested In & 12,000-nere
gravel claim
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