When a stage “hoob™ gets familine

with a wociely dowager—aon . the

stage, of course—the audience al-
Ways roars

By Carol Bird

HAT nre some of the things that

‘hand people a laff" today? The
“wisecrack"? The ridioulous quip? The
risque gug? The humorous stiuation?
Qn the other hand, 15 |t posalble that
folks have turned Inugh-proof In a
wholly muddied world?

The questlon was put to Jimmy Du-
rante, comedian, the funny man with
the blg nose that has helped to maks
him famous,

“Poople are more anxlous to laugh
than they've ever been before, bless
thelr hearts,” said Durante. “Goodness
knows, they need some laugha! How-
ever, Juat bocause they are eager o have
thelr risibilities tlokled doesn't moan
thint they've grown less eritlenl than
heretofore, A comedian has to have the
right material or he won't make ‘em
lopsen up and show that they're amised
I don't think the writers who furnish
comedians with material have ever fe-
celved the proper eredil.  After ull, o
comedinn 1 no funpler than his stufr,
1 his Unes and business aren't clever,
he just won't get the laughs,

*A good gng? Yes 1t will get & laugh,
bud to use 16 ls lke bullding a house of
cards. As soon as you've used thal gug,
plop! It's over, llke a card house that
bas toppled. You've gob to poma guick
with another, It's Mke keeplng a chain
letter going.

“And a gag pubts an audience on the
qul vive. Thoy expoot rapid.fire funny
sl from then on. It s lke serving mn
appetisar. It just tends to make the
gneats hungrier for more fond. Bub the
situation-gng s different, That is more
sabisfying. It lasts a bit longer and lan't
forgotten so easily, elther. Comparing
n gag and s stustion-gag Is like puiting
n canape beside n steak. The second
1 good, solid food,

“Chive you an example? Right. Here's
one 1 had in o ploture not o very long
g0, 1 playad tha part of & man who
was & pal to another earnival fellow.
i ehap hnd & new baby, but they
wouldn't give it to hiim at the hoapiial
beeause he wan in the earnival business
nnd they didn't think him & proper par-
ek W rdse Lthe kid. The baby waas
born In the hoapital and Traoy, the car-
nival man, and 1, his friend, sneak into
le place one night to steal the kid

“Tha scens culs away from W apd
hows A& nurse making o daste with a
dootor on the ziaff. He says: "Meet me
in fAve minutes o such-andssich a oo
apd we'll armange a Ume of meeting
when we'te off somothing o
that effect. Meatiwhile, ‘Tracy has ar-
rived a4 the hospital W steal e baby
He stablons me right tiside the room Lo
stand guard and warn him of the ar-
Mval of any one ax he takes the baby

duty,” or

out of the erib The roonl I8 dimly
lightad, The nirse, In love Wilh the
dodtor, coies Inlo Lhe roday inlstakes
mie, In the dim lght, for her sweelhoart

ArTA Around m leck  an
Egain and mgain wilh greal

Mings by
Kisgea
forvon

I manage (o disentangle mysell roin
or entwiniing armis pull mysell up in
Hignantly and sk ‘Say, what kind of »
lotit s this? That situation got ihe
tlggest Inugh of any in the pleture

URANTE then recalied anoihar hu
morows situstion In & leglimate
show whish "brought down the house™
*1 come on the stage, In one scene,
ind announes that Al Jolson i Il and
'm luhhhhnlﬂ Then 1 po tmio
1 get down on one knee
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LAUGHS'!

Fram Jimmy Durante

UNHAPPY husband

says, woefully, while
complaining of his wife's
treatment of him, “She
wants me o play second
fiddle” His mother-in-law,
overhearing the remark,
says contemptuously:
“Humph! Second Addle,
indeed! I wouldn't let you
play in the orchestra at

all”
A - MAN in a silk hat

elimbs out of a town
car of a well-known and
cheap make., He (s going
to enter a building, but
before he does so he care
fully places a blanket over
the hood. A roughneck kid
standing at the curb cries
out, derigively: “Mister,
you don't have to hide it!
I saw what it wwas!"

RS NATLENE
A MAN goes limping

along the street, He
meels a friend, The friend
anks him the trouble. "My
shoes are lwo sizes too
small” he replies, “Well,
why In blazes don't you
buy shoes that fit you?"
The first man grows angry,
“I've lost my money. My
wife has left me. My sons
have lost their jobs, The
only pleasure I get out of
life these days s when 1
get home and take off
these shoes."

v ——

song, T know durn wiell T ean do i on
Broadway, but can Broadway do it
on mat" That got the luughs in New
York, but I don't know whether It
would have gone over so big elso-
where.”

All comedians are sald o be pay-
vl Inta Dimnte  proved - thi
theory by his next observation

I think that the cpmedian who s

One of the biggest laughs Durante evahed from an avdience was

when he carcled a small house onte a
high with wood of all deseriptions and in

angl sing s CMamgny’ - sog Thele &
Thunderous ap i e A vides whigh Is
uppoided o bDielong o A well-known
theatron] producer s overbeand back-
Mage saying: “Hend both knees, Jimmy,
and the job yours for good hat
war a bit of good-natired kidiing of »

popular comedian, and Broadwyy, khow
Ing all his numbers and hix way of ret
dering them, couldn't hele but laugh
There are. by the way two distine
brunds of humor: the kind that Broad
wny Iaughs at and the Xind that goes
over on the road Broadsa; audiences
constibule & sart of fratarnily of thels
own.  Yoears aga for axampls, | sanyg &

stage that had been piled
all Torms

nughs tw
o L wiw i A ol of N
ek
“People themselves with Lhe
ap who t Ehe lucky siar  ‘They
kpow that 7 ' - Ve
viiens been Xioked in the acat of the

rousers by Life's events themaeives. So
't 1 {=a-MMAT Bliglliy
yw s om the aar

They liks him They're for him He

The world Is Inughing again, says Jimmy Durante, atage,

radio and sereen eomedian, but only clean jokes mo over.

Andiences are not intereated in salaclousness, nor In inkes
that point te the infirmities of others, he says

amuses them, but they want him to pet
the best of the situation, too, They're
ot Mix side of the fence,

"That's why people lavgh at the come-
dian who plays the mis of an unhappy
husband and says woefully in one stage
W, whils compinining of his wife's
tment of hhin: ‘She wants me to
May socond Nodle,” and his mother-in-
law, overhearing the remark
gontemptucusly and says: ‘Humph! Be
ond Nddle, Indeed! I wouldn't ot you
play In ihe orchiestrn at all!

“Peuple are also mmused by the down-
{nll of the haughty, Jusi put s ik hat
or w man and let him act pompous, and
then have him elip on » bananp peel, or

have something drop on his silk hat
and erush oand youll hiear the sudi-
ence 1 with glee, It's the old idea
ol + comejh belore a [RIl* and

likes the ldea of Lhis se-

fuence of evenla
“wr l\l B, Tor example, the slage spec-
e of a haught) lety wy

stiobbish wiid looks dl
ith a feeling of suj
fellow human beings, She 1
1 hey

I cold and
edign. Hi
mpt. Hi
» In fael
this lady as
ociable and

recogni

A superior He fevls

He the queenty
Ind) nitire and
whack ch ack, Heo
R I mje up and
i m \ He gases with
Heel A s Wirgnaeit abid 1 3

' is

s A
Durante

(o :nug Lo

Inugh- ac'{er
who axplains 1t thus
“Just give an atxdlense & scens whareln

& lovely looking girl I courted by the
winely comedian.  Most comedians are
mpposed (o be ugly looking, you know,
at any rats not handsome “hero' typea
Fave the comedian so insulated by ur

awareneas of his own shortoonings when
It comes to Jooks that he will court this

young beauty with no thought that she
might turn him down., This situation
peetirred In a rocent show in which 1
I had » scens with Hope

T which T sing to her, Let's
Oull T & Day. T warble on and an, with

loverick manper, 'Come; lel's run away,
fly with me' The very suggestion that
this eharmin y.might Iavor me with
pven 30 o A% M pleksant lonk s
laughahle, And so people lnugh!

“IL t the consummuote ego of o
funny-looking fellow who doesn't seem
i reall } n Joke thal amuses
onle T wtlon of huwssor and

AL i Lh poor. - B (R
For example, 1 memember
n L guy sidd

mite-and-a-half

augh

*This ake nne showing the
el 1o v Wl can b put It
was & mixture of ridicilous situations
The stage, first of all, was piled with
won W ooesd Wood of every
MAg 8 1L slacks of tooth-
plci w . of lumbes We

Jimmy Durante, Famous
Comedian of Stage
and Screen, Here Tells
You What Gets the
Most Guffaws —Fun
Must Be Clean,

He Declares

carry In more nnd mere wood, of every
nhape and variely., Then very seriousiy
we carry In a Uttle wooden house, the
kind made famous In that masterplece,

The Speciallst.’ There was no sign, no
wotd, nothing on the lttle hpuss, and
wi mr.:n o refor bo M .
ther ik somehow, Le
ol 11 made aoople laugh
wisn'l nny vulgarly about the way
BOOTLE UHE  Bandieg
Purante gpoks canes
whereln  dlgnifsd  pa il
down from @ gh place and why the
pet the L
People e o high-hi
taszd & biL™ he sild, And he
triby hore to the “red-headed
it the Marx Brothers, comoedis “"He
{ plenty of laughs Iy & s

ome hau

i spox
pockets

of & wel
s golng e
he does
Ner the |

cours®, e (ow

I-Enown snd

@ e carefully pl ' "

pitched lttle wolos
Mistar, you den't huve (o

I saw what |t was

The eruel quip, the joke which pok
fun ot any ona's infrinities
it ba at stuttaring paliy, o
inmeness or a0 on, just 't
according to Durante, and W a couis
lan wania to be sucoessful

nos  Inelude  such  material
repilolme
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