ETH came out Nevada
eattle ranoh to spend setperal
montha with ker Aunt Mory and
Walter and their Hieo sons
Tim aud Ron. When she urcrined
tf the found her aunt
wis aieay casing for o stek netgh.
bar at .o distax! vauch, and her
wnole hod been shghtly woundod
by cattle thicves who had ralibod
him of hwe fine saddle hovses
The” ficst night Beth averheurd
a conversation between her unele
and the boys in wkick the
cautioned the boys wot o worry
her awith their' troibles, whioh
were moro eoal than the boys hod
led hor to beliove, She loarned of
their fear that the conglant thiet-
g of their cattle wos o plot te
drive them [from the land, Whu?
They wmientioned JFoed, a  [asy

o a

ritneh dhe
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RANCH MYSTERY

A STORY FOR CHILDREN
By Paula Norton

join in the ugh thit followed
“This great ioader of wirplidie
mysteries,” Tim explained. nod
ding toward Pon, “moans Lhat &
lanky guy named Claude, driving
a lanky ho hitched to a rat-
Wing old buggy, comos past heve
every day aboul noon, and he |8

our mail-currier. He'll toke your
letter to town.'
“1' think, Uncle Walter, Il

write my letter now, and do the
dishes afterwards,” ahe said
“There'sa no hurry abou
dishes, honey,"” smiled her ur
“They've walted aplenty since Lho
hoys
Heth sat in het foom’ trying Lo
write o newsy letler to hor
mother without telling all she
know about the ranch mystery
that filled her mimd s com

/

Megican hived man, whom Uncle
Walter had had to discharge. Was
Juan dn tkix pleture? The wnele
seemed to think him too slupid
to enginger anything ax My ax
this plof threatened to be.

Chapter b,

ETH was awikened by the
B volees of Ron and Tim out-
side her door. They were disciss-
fng in loud whispers the ndvis-
ability of awakening her.

“You mneedn't argue about
that,! she called out to them,
“I'H be right out.” She hoard the
boys scurry out to the kitchen

When Both joinoidl them, they
were “washing-up™ at the bench
on the sereen porch, And womntn-
like she accused them of leaving
grey smudges on the roller-towel

Ron, over quick Lo say some-
thing, anything, defended himsolf
by accusing his hrother, Tim
“Those marks came off the back

of Tim's neck. Let'a sece, Tim,
you washed your neck last
Baster, didn't you?" “And he

wisely ducked out the door to

chawed the end of
. it ' WAS hard

pletely. She
the pen holder
nol to keep thinking about the
things that concerned the ranch
family and therefore concerned
her too, She was determined to
help if she could Surely there
wis SOMETHING oven SHE
could dJdo! She'd think about it

. all of it! What about Juan?
Wna he just a disgruntied ex-
employee looking for revenge

She wrate to her mother und
told her how ghe loved the ranch
snd her uncle, how amusing the
hovs were and how she looked
forwird to n long visit

The boys went out to the barns
and Unele Walter dragged an old
rocker Into a pateh of sunlight
on the porch. There he sit oll
morning, smoking his pipe and
gazing through sun-sguinted eyes
it the distant hills.

Just before noon he called to
Beth. “Here comes Claude, honey.
Have you got your letter
handy ?™

The girl ecame running out to
the porch and saw the wobbly rig
coming down the dusty road
Uncle Walter waved to the lanky

avoid tho halr brush Tim salleds o on the soat.

after him.

Unele Walter jolned them at
the breakfast table, holding his
wounded shoulder high as if to
proteot It Beth looked at the tall
Westerner with Interest, S8he saw
& strong mian welghted down with
A great worry . the possible
loss of his ranch,

However, no word wna men-
tioned about the conversation she
hnd heard the night before. In-
stead the boys and thelr father
talked nbout the work to be done
that day on the ranch, Orders
were planned for the two old
ranch hands who bunked in the
little shnck beyond the harness
house. Then Uncle Walter men-

tioned, quite casually, that he
planned to ride into town the
next day and “have n look
around.”

Ron and Tim glanced up at
him and Heth saw the look of
approval and understanding that
passed bolween them. She hur-
ried through her breakfast, folded
her napkin to Ait the steers-horn
ring that lay by her plate, and
stood up.

“Whero do you madl letters out
here?" she asked: “I think I'd
better be getling one off to my
mﬂthrr."

ON grinned, "You don't mall

" Clnyde, the grout
alr-dare-devil comes zooming out
here In his trl-motor plane and
scoops ‘em up in a bulterfly net.
In bad weather we send ‘em by
carrfer-pigeon.’” Even Tim had to

HEN the buggy drew up at

the mailbox down by the
gate, Both went out to meel the
lean man who ernwled from the
wobhbly seat.

“How you feelin' nelghbor?"
the mnan shouted up to the porch.
Yt heard vou had some trouble
out here, I sure hope you're
comin' nlong nlright now."

“Oh, I'm firsl rate, first rate.”
Uncle Walter ahouted back.

Then Claude turned to Beth
with a friendly grin. He shuffied
among the papers in n leather
pouch He wore slung acroxs his
shoulder. “Morning, young lady.
Where'd you come from?
Stranger to us, ain't you?™

“¥eos" Beth llked this tall
friendly man with the smiling
pale hlue eyes “I'm Uncle Walt-
or's nlece. I came hore from the
Bast. Will you please post this
lotter for me7"

“Bure thing, sure thing" and
he tuckdéd the letter into the side
of the loather pouch, “Here's a
paper for your uncle. Too bad
about that shootin'' He nodded
towird the man on the porch.
“He got any idea who done it?"

Both was surprised at the
nbrupt question, But the man
seemed 4o friendly and concerned.

“No," she anawered. “T don't
think so."

Claude turned then and climbed
into the duaty buggy. He guth-
ered up the relns and clicked to
the old horse. “Well, T have,"” he
mtittered. . . . the old rig starte)
off down the road.

(Continued next week)
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BEARS' BATH TUB

EVERAL

prople,

YOI Agn  sOmMe
upon leaving Sequola
Nationnl Purk, threw away & zine
bath-tub Now It seems thal the
keeper at the bear-feeding pit
i found L and ook It to the feed.
Ing ground. Then he filled the tub
wilh water

The bedrs mmediately ook to
this bathtub, and bathing be-
came habitual with them. Finkily
it was so ovar-run with bears that
|m swimuiing peol was bullt fer
| them
| Forty ffty bears come Lo
thiz feading ground In thd eve
ning (o fensl on the rubbigh left
from the hotels anid their table
manners, iy well aa thelr anticn
hath-tut niwnys n
of amusoment Lo the vimit-

in the are
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THE BUG EATER ARCTIC ARTIST

1D you know that there are

some plants that ent ingects,
Just ns though they were the very
tustieat diet?

The bright red splashes on the
green leaves make iU appear very
liikke a flower, and thus Httle
winged creatures are fooled, A
‘beetle or n wasp may go sulling
happlly by sea  the bright
flower, anid slop Lo peer into it
deptha. Alas, if Mr. Beelle goes
down into the cup to explore, he
never comes out again!

There he will tangle In the
white, soft hairs, and the leaves
of the pitoher plant will begin to
close, Mr. Beello is TRAPPED.
He can never get out again, and
naturally he dies of starvation

OWARD ROCK is 21 yoenrs
H of nge and has been judged
n very promising young artist
He came to this country just two
years ago from hik home In
Point Hope. Alaaka, Yes, How-
ard ia a full-blood Eskimo and
was sent to this country by his
tenchers in the White Mountain
School in Alaskn.

LA

"STARS"

T 18 possible that the word
I “star” comea from the Sanskrit
words “to strew." Bo stars are
lttle flames “strewn over the
sky.'" At least that is the pretty
thought Hendrik van Loon gives
us in *Van Loon's Geography.”

OW thut we have the Amer-
jean continent discovered and
named “Amorica,” we mighl just
ns well leave
those BEuro-
sallors,

is with
sl H0,
we'll turn W
that other de-
termined Lribe
of ndventurers
=who explored

the land!

Now the Frenchman comes in-
to the pleture. While the Spanish
wore rushing around clalming
bits of America for their king
and country, the French were do-
fng a little hiking and land-
claiming,

The most Important of all these
Frenchmen was, no doubt, Sam-
uel de Champiain (his renl name
was much longer but just Cham-
plain will. do for now). By the
way, my hoarties, this French-
man waa the fellow who first
suggested a Panamna Canol,

Now Champliin got off to a
hunt for India by way of North-
orn America! In fact. he was
brave enough to tackle the 8t
Lawrence River without a very
definite idea of whal hardships
he might meet. You see, men
then, were prelty waell convinoed
thist the world was round all right;
that they could find their way
around the world they belloved to
be a fact But, they thought the
world was much smaller. They
haud no (dea that it s about 25.-
000  tilles ‘around Champlain
thought that by traveling the St
Lawrence River he might find Tn-
iin at the end of it!

Champlain got acquainted with
the Americah natives and learned
a new mode of travel from them
He found the “canoe” n very
handy way to get along the ghal-
low waterwayn, and aince he did
net travel with o greut group of
followers (never more than twn
companiotin)  he  managed 1o
over n groat deal of territory.

HAMPLADN was seeking a
wily to Lhe Indies all right
wiis nbout It he
sotght to secure & lttle of this

it while he

cantinent for his native France.

S0 away he went in 8 canoe
down the 8t. Lawrence River to
as distant a point inland as Lake
Huron. He explored much of the
vountry on the way. He even gol
i look-in on & few Indinn wars,
and n lake betweon Vermonl and
New York State s named for
him. boecause ho made an exten-
sive mtudy of it

Now Champlain really hadn't n
lot of backing from Franece.
(They couldn't Imagipe over
thore that this “wildernesa” could
ever mean o groat deal Lo them.
They were having n few wars for
themselves ut home.)

S0 Champlain and many other
hrave Frenchmen oame to ex-
plore and learn of the now land,
but none of them had much help
from home

Thus endeth Samiuel de Chaim-
plain!

ORE countries of Hurope
M sent more and more men to
try and establish European woiys
In the land of the Red Man, It
wi hard galng!

The English sent Sir Humphrey
Gilbert. He tried to found a col-
ony at Newfoundland Tt was &
complete failure

Then 8ir Walter Halelgh (that
gallant gentlaman) sent o group
of English to settle on the Amer-
lean land that he had found at-
tractive enough to name after the

Virgin Queen Ellzabeth — Vir-
ginia
There, in a wild and unkind

country, the first white child to
be born In America wias nanied
Virginin Dare. What ever hecarme
of that little gifdl?T No one ever
know, for when the noxt English
veasel called to see how the new

colony was progressing, there
wis no sgn of It whatso-
sver. The colony of Virginiank

was sought for miles and miles
theough the wilderness. There
waa never a troce of L TU was
mild an Indian Chief offered to
buy the golden haired child to
ralse with his peaple. 1L was alss
pald it is unlikely the gentle Eng-
lish pit! ever survived the hard
shipa of Uving In & wilderness

After the myaterious dina
ance of this English colony it
wali't easy o lntervat peopic in
eoming to America (o seitle

UP IN THE AIR

By Marjorie “Flack

ID YOU Kiow “that long,

long ago In Prance it
win In the year 1783 . ., o shewap,
neook and o duek took o ride in
& groen balloon? Well, that's
what the story saya

However, in this new hook for
little folk, UP IN THE AIR, you
will read all nbout their great
nedventure.

Marforle Flack tells this slory
with all the simple charm a fable
deserves,

The pictures are just what you
would expeot, colorful, gquaint and
with just enough detall to make
them fascinating to little people.

* ok ok ko

FOUR TALES FROM
HANS ANDERSON

Translated by R. P. Kelgwin

NDERSON'S falry tales are
A aver new Lo each genorn-
tlon, so they deserve n new cover
and new pletures, The four stories
chesen for this new book are: The
Tinder Box, Little Claus nnd Big
Cluus, The Princess and the Pes
(iah, that delicate lttle lady) an
Ida's Flowera

The old slories
dreased In new pletures ., . beay-
tiful woodcuts made by Gwen
Raverat.

retold, nr
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BUTTONS
By George and Doris Hauman

ERE Ia a new hook for chil-

dren betwean Lthe ages of
six and clght. All the story is
woven around the Interesting Inft-
tons a little boy found in his
grandmother's bullon baskel

It was n rainy day thal foreed
the boy to stay indoors and he
could find mnothing that would
amuse Wim . . o that s, npthing
untl) he found his grandmother's
buttons,

What fun they were, for smch
one had an interesting story all
it's very own. There was the big
black bulton off the sallor's coat.
.+« And the story that went with
THAT one. Next the bution from
the Httle bov's elothes, that hold
Mm in a tree while an enraged
bull tossod him into the alr. There
are just lota of storfes about all
the different buttons In  that
hasket

The pletures nre gay In siyle
and color. (Published In Murch,)

koA k&

GREEN AND GOLD

By Berta and Elmer Mader

LL you children love to eat
hananas but how few of you
know anything much about them
In this beautiful new book you
will find their history and their
culture throughout the world
Thin hook 18 more Lhar n story
of a mineket produet, It s the
fascinating varn back of the de
licfous frult you find in your
nrhaol Junchshox
There are forty-sighl pagea of
colored pictures. Any child from
cight to twalve voars of age will
find It snteriaining
The above books are all Mag-
millan publications.

Garden Comment

KBEN enthusiast, who
makes o special hobby of
el Poax for exhibd
other purposes, usually
srows them on highly developed
Corden plants -

On cancs of
trellis The
grodal s jority
of gurdeners

]
aro most  ap- ." ".:‘
preciative ot .
renlly fine

flowers agd g
anxious to do
the best they
enn by grow-
Ing & few rows
of seeds plant-
ed I the open
ground on
what may be
termen normal
lines

The success obtained will do-
pend nbout equally on the quality
of seed uscd and the labor put
Into the taak. 1l one's foremost
Idea Is Lo buy as big n packel of
seeds for n dime as possible, the
restilting flowers sare Hkoly to be
ordinnry nand st the same time,
the bedt sceds from thy finest
firms cannot do justice to them-
selves F thelr treatment s gasunl
and indifferent .

Swoet Peas are quite hardy In
nny soction of the Pacific Conat,
It {5 quite mufe to plunt thom
now, but the condition of soil Is
of greator importance than tho
date of sowing.

SOIL PREPARATION

One should not be content with
digging the ground immedintely
tefore sowing the seed. The soll
should be mide so frinble and
norous thut the roots will be able

v travel as far ns they wish.

his condition Is obtained by dig-

ng the ground; in what we call

w “tronch” severnl tmes. The

imps and clods should be care-
fully broken up at each digging
Incorporate unything In the way
of humus or nourishmont pro-
vider through the whole area of
the soil.

Despite  the frequency  with
which it iy urged that w thick
lnyer of manure should be placed
at the bottom of a Jdeep trench
and coversd with soll, 1 strongly
contend that this s decldedly nof
the best mothod of providing
nourishment for Pens or any
other plants.

Deop digging in very omsontinl,
but a narrow, drain-like trench
of loose soil and mantre runping
through hard and undug land
often becomes o water-logged

ITTL N
AND

Cecil Solly

VAT THEV DO

MONKEY SHINES
HREE lttle monkeys wore
playing on the edge of the

Jungle. They were two brothers
and a sister, just looking for mis-
chief to he done.

There was n water-hole neny by

By Cecil Solly

prison for sickly roots, Better
results can be obtained by trench-
ing n plece of ground three or
four foet wide, to a depth of two
feel, Distribute plenty of humis
In the dug soll, mixing in neces-
sy fortilizors ot the same time.
w the Sweot Pea seeds down
the conter of this ground. There
will be no need to weste the reat

s

of the ground, Dwarf plants,
such as Pansies, Violss, Snap-
dragons, Stocks or Asters mAy

be planted on both sidea of the
Pens,
PLANTING THE SEED
Firm planting is very neces-
milry. The best way to firm a row
of Sweel Pea socds is to walk up
and down it immediately after

planting, but before the ground
18 wabered
It Is thoroughly understood

that Swedl Peas neded an unusual
supply of nourishment. To pro-
vide thin, It is necossucy lo uso
o good brand of commervial for-
tilkser, nnd to see that this fers
titizer s used effectively and
properly

Humus In the form of peat
moss, lonf mold, manure or com-
post must be worked inta the
ground to provide a condition
there that will allow the plants
to take up the fertilizer continu-
ongly, To mssure this, the ques-
tion of humus coplent must be
studied first. Not only the ahove
moentioned, but decayed grass
clippings and decayed leives are
very helpful, especially I they
have been sllowed to rot together
in n compost hesp. Depending
o the soll condition it may be
necessary that a lttle lime be
worked into the ground, too.

When mixing a commercial
fertilizor Into the ground before
planting be stire that it is a good
bend of plant foods so as to pro-
vide n correct diet during the
sepuon.  The soll condition of the
particular garden should be stud-
fed buty generally, it is better to
fertilize Sweet Peas by sprink-
ling o &mall amount of plant food
nlong cach side of the row every
two weeks durlng the growing
pariod.  The ground should ba
rideod to Incorporate the fertiliser
in it before watering,

WATERING

The question of supplying
witer correctly to Sweet Poas (v
@ knotty problem. The difficulty
in that the roots suffer qulckly
from drought. They are also
highly sunceptible to chills from
cold water from a hose. Many
Bweet Pea plantings turn brown
through too much flooding with
oold waler,

Dvery endeavor should be
mado to use the “hoes’ and not
the “hose," king the
ground as much as posaible to
cronte u tith to check evapora.
tion. The hest watering that
Swoet Pawn can got la from water
that is druwn upward from be-
low., Provent a crust formi
the surface at all times, a
orust formn evaporation ia Yery
rapld, The ensiest method of
loomening the woll surfacs la by
the use of a hoe,

When watering by host
uible, the water should nJ
same temperature as the nﬂ.

Htaking the peas should bhe
commenced while Lthe young
plants are quite small, When
they nre nbout an inch out of the
ground, surround the mseediings
with little twign or stioks thut
are aboutl nine Inchea high, By
the time the growing planta
reach the top of the twigs the
full size stakes, sirings or bush
should be in position.

and ofter awhile the animnals of
the Jungle came down for their
ovening drink. The first io come
was a big black snnke. He had
been enting all day so he wans
very slow and laey. He was even
too lagy to drink, so he just
ourled up near the pool and want
to sleap.

The three little monkeys sat up
and witched him, They wore u
Httle ufrald of him, but they were
curious Loo.

After while n benutiful young
deer caine down to the water nnd
drank long and thirstily. He kept

ome eye on the monkeys and one

on the sleeping snake. (He drank
without looking at the watar.)

Finally he stopped drinking and .w,,t

HORATIUS

ID you boys know that one
D min alone once held back a
whole army* Well, he did, and
hin name was Horatlus. This
brave moldier lived and fought

during the sixth century B. C,
Hin reward for his bravoery
wia a novel one indeed. It was
decided that he should have for
his own ns much land a8 be could

cirele with & plow-—In one day,

‘Reduce That B NION

W PAIN AT ONCE!

n rtops slmaet ins

tun
loped away Into the underbrush ml Fatryfast grad

But,

the thres innocent Iooking monks

“You botteér behave yourselvea,™
But tonkeys just can't bohave

themselves whan they feel lke!

making mischief. Well, bellove it
or nol, when they wers SURE  §
the snable was well asleep, those
little weamps got a greal length
of tough grass (there in » jrost

before he left he spoke to uhr vaslons Kin-
'ml\rn wheam. M
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Jungle) and they tisd that snake
up intie n nles neal bundle. Then,
they dropped him far out (o the
deepost parl of the water hole
Then they scampered back o
the higheat limb of & palm tree
and thore they sat and sang and
Isughed all the rest of the ove-
ring. One of them sald,
HE'LL never soare Anyons
sgain' And all the lttle sninuls

in the jungle that DO fear snakes | grwggiy

lnughed too,
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